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Adivasi Mela From Jan 26; Products To Be Available Online Too

Bhubaneswar, Jan 20:
The annual Adivasi
Mela will be held from
January 26 to February
9 at the Adivasi Exhi-
bition Ground, Unit-I
here. For the very first
time, products of the
exhibition will also be
available on online

platform in view of the
COVID-19 situation.
Social Media Plan
(SMP) for the exhibi-
tion, which will be
held from 11 AM till
7 PM each day, was
today launched by
Chief Secretary
Suresh Chandra

Mohapatra at the Lok
Seva Bhawan here. ST
& SC Development,
Minorities & Back-
ward Classes Welfare
Department has come
up with hybrid model
for the exhibition.
“Adivasi Mela is
widely popular within

and outside the state.
This hybrid model will
further widen its popu-
larity by extending it
to the persons who are
unable to visit it physi-
cally. The virtual
mode of the mela will
have a marketing plat-
form through which
interested people can
purchase the tribal
products,” the Chief
Secretary said. He ad-
vised the department
to develop a perma-
nent digital marketing
platform so that
people from different
parts of the globe can
buy the products
throughout the year.
Department’s Princi-
pal Secretary Ranjana
Chopra said cultural
programmes will be
available on virtual

mode. One can also
have a virtual visit to
Adivasi Museum
through the Mela plat-
form, she said. All
Covid-19 protocols
would be followed
scrupulously at the ex-
hibition. Online regis-
tration facility would
be made available
from January 23
through the website of
the Adivasi Mela-2021
for convenience of the
intending visitors. In-
terested people may
avail this facility and
register online for their
smooth entry into the
mela ground, she
added. However, she
clarified that the online
registration for visiting
the mela is only for the
sake of convenience
but not mandatory.

COVID-19 Vaccination: Odisha Registers 89% Of Target On Jan 20

Bhubaneswar, Jan 20:
Total 7,946 beneficiaries
received COVID-19
vaccines across the State
on Wednesday. Accord-
ing to the data provided
by the Health and Fam-
ily Welfare Department,
93 sessions, in total were
held in Odisha today dur-

ing which 89 per cent of
the target for the day was
achieved. The Depart-
ment had planned to vac-
cinate 8,894 beneficia-
ries on January 20. How-
ever, all the 93 sessions
were held smoothly in 30
districts, the H&FW De-
partment informed. The

good news being, no
AEFIs (Adverse event
following immuniza-
tion) were reported in
any of the sessions. In
Bhubaneswar, 17 ses-
sions were held in which
1,674 persons were vac-
cinated. While the De-
partment had planned to
vaccinate 1,416 persons,
the footfall turned out to
be 118 per cent, which is
welcome news and
shows the willingness of
people to receive the vac-
cines, a Health Depart-
ment official said. Among
the districts, 1,952 persons
in Khurda, 1,268 persons
in Sundergarh and 812
persons in Cuttack, re-
ceived the COVID-19
vaccines today.

Good News For Odisha Students : Govt Direct Schools To Reduce Fees

Bhubaneswar, Jan 20:
The students and par-
ents of Odisha now
can take a huge sigh of
relief amidst the
Coronavirus crisis as
the Odisha govern-
ment has directed all
aided and unaided pri-
vate schools in the
state to reduce fees
because of the
COVID-19 pandemic.
It is worth mentioning

here that, parents’ as-
sociations across the
state had been de-
manding reduction of
school fees because of
the closure of Schools
in the pandemic. Ac-
cording to the notice
released by the School
and Mass Education
Department yesterday,
the relaxation in fees
will be done in seven
slabs:  7.5 % for school

fees ranging between
Rs 6,001 and Rs 12,000
per annum, 12 % for
fees remaining between
Rs 12,001 and Rs
24,000,  15 % for fees
between Rs 24,001 to
Rs 48,000, 20 % for
school fees of Rs
48,001- Rs 72,000, 25
% for Rs 72,001 -Rs 1
lakh fees and 26 % for
fees remaining above
Rs 1 lakh per annum.

PM Modi to chair all-party meeting on Jan 30 ahead of Budget session
New Delhi, Jan 20:
The Modi govern-
ment has called an
all-party meeting on
January 30 to hold
discussions ahead of
the presentation of
the Union Budget in
Parliament on Febru-
ary 1. The Centre has
invited leaders of all
political parties in
both the Houses to
the proposed meeting
slated to begin at
11.30 am through
v ideocon fe rence .
Sources said the Na-
tional Democratic
Alliance parties too
will meet on the same
day. Parliament’s
Budget session will
be held in two
phseses amid all pre-
cautions against
coronavirus — from

January 29 to Febru-
ary 15, and from
March 8 to April 8.
The all-party meeting
will be chaired by
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and
attended by Defence
Minister Rajnath
Singh, Home Minis-
ter Amit Shah, BJP’s
Rajya Sabha leader
Thawarchand Gehlot,
Deputy Leader
Piyush Goyal, Parlia-
mentary Affairs Min-
ister Prahlad Joshi,

Arjun Ram Meghwal
and V Muralitharan.
The one-hour Ques-
tion Hour has been
restored in the Bud-
get session, which
was suspended dur-
ing the Monsoon ses-
sion in September
2020 during corona
pandemic. Lok Sabha
Speaker Om Birla
said on Tuesday that
corona tests for mem-
bers attending the
Parliament session
will be mandatory.

23 Odia Mountaineering Enthusiasts Embark On Himalayas’ Dayara Bugyal Trekking
Bhubaneswar, Jan 20:
A brigade of 23 adven-
turous mountaineers
from different districts
of Odisha set off on
their mission Dayara
Bugyal Trekking in
the Himalayas. It has
been organized by the
talent hunting organi-
zation Kalinga Dare
Devils. While today’s
programme was
graced by Ollywood
star Babushan
Mohanty and Nuapada
MLA Rajendra
Dholkia, Kalinga Dare
Devils president Dr

Satyapir Pradhan said
that the mountaineer-
ing brigade will scale
13,000 feet high
Dayara Bugyal in
Uttarakhand and hoist
the Triclour (Indian
National Flag) in this
new year as a mark of
rich tributes to the
Covid warriors. As per
a press note released
by the organization,
the mountaineering
brigade from Odisha
comprises: From
Kalahandi district – Dr
Satyapir Pradhan,
Nrusingha Charan

Panda, Swaraj Kumar
Rout, Sundar Sahu,
K r i s h n a
B h a n d a r g h a r i a ,
Reshab Kumar
Panigrahi, Soumya
Ranjan Rout, Thakur

Senapati, Jyotish
Kumar Bag, Jogeswar
Naik, B.J. Rajesh Bhoi
and Murari Sahu.
From Nuapada district
– Sachin Behera,
Hitesh Kumar Meher

and Malaya Kumar
Meher. From Bolangir
district – Aman
Chhatria, Ghana
Satnami, Neelkamal
Sahu and Dr Chhabilal
Meher. From
Kandhamal district –
Siddharth Keshari
Pradhan From
Nabarangpur district –
Pradip Kumar Sinha
From Sundargarh
district’s Rourkela –
Baidyanath Narayan
Sinha From
Jagatsinghpur district
– Sagar Kumar
Mallick.

House Committee of Odisha Assembly to
visit Kotia, other disputed border villages
Bhubaneswar, Jan 20:
The House Committee
of Odisha Assembly
will visit villages along
Odisha – Chhatisgarh-
Andhra Pradesh border
soon to expedite devel-
opmental activities
there. The  House Com-
mittee will visit Kotia
village and other dis-
puted area along the bor-
der to make an on the
spot study. After study-
ing different aspects on
the issue they will sub-
mit their report to the
Assembly. In compli-
ance with the order of
the Supreme Court,
Odisha state govern-
ment is going to redress
the border dispute on  a
war footing . Speaker of
Odisha Assembly, Dr
Suryanarayan Patro
convened a meeting of
the House Committee.
Deputy Speaker
Rajnikant Singh, Rev-
enue Minister Sudam
Chandra Marandi,

School & Mass Educa-
tion Minister Samir
Ranjan Dash, Opposi-
tion  Chief Whip Mohan
Majhi, MLA members
Kishore Mohanty,
Bhupindar Singh,Amar
Prasad Satpathy,Ananta
Das, Ashwini Patra,
Aditya Madhi and
Rajkishore Das along
with Assembly Secre-
tary Dasarathy
Satapathy attended the
meeting. The meeting
reviewed actions taken
at the previous meeting
and the Speaker asked
the House Committee to
seek regular status re-
port from the district
administration con-

cerned. Even he sought
report from the Revenue
Division Commissioner
and the Chief Secretary
to chalk out a detailed
plan of action on the
matter. Secretaries of
Revenue, Law,
Panchayatiraj and
Home departments will
take necessary steps on
the matter. They will
recommend all develop-
mental aproposals in
and around 5 kilometres
from the bordering vil-
lages. In the mean time
basic amenities like edu-
cation, health, commu-
nication and other wel-
fare works to be beefed
up, Dr Patro added.

Odisha hikes bus fares amid rising fuel prices
Bhubaneswar,  Jan
20: The state gov-
ernment today in-
creased the fares of
a l l  c a t ego r i e s  o f
buses due to the in-
c r ea se  i n  d i e se l
price. According to
the notification is-
sued the Commerce
and Transport  De-
partment ,  the bus
fa r e s  due  t o  i n -
creasing in per litre
diese l  pr ice  f rom
Rs  80 .42  a s  on
07.12 .2020 to  Rs
82 .11  a s  on
20 .01 .2021 .   The
fuel price hike has
l ed  t o  p r i ce  i n -

c r ea sed  by  an
amoun t  equa l  t o
Rs .1 .69  in  d i rec t
and Rs 3 in cumu-
l a t i ve  ( i nc lud ing
the  ca r ryove r ) ,
sated the notifica-
tion. “The fare for
s t age  ca r r i ages
o the r  t han  t own
buses plying within
the State of Odisha
shall be fixed at in-
c r ea sed  r a t e  a s
spec i f i ed  i n  t he
table given below
which will be effec-
tive from the date
of issue of Order,”
the  no t i f i c a t i on
said.
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Farm reforms much-needed, repeal won’t help: SC panel
New Delhi, Jan 20: Under
sharp attack from the protest-
ing farmers’ unions for their
“pro-government” public
stand on the three contentious
agricultural reform laws,
members of a panel set up by
the Supreme Court to resolve
the crisis said Tuesday they
will “keep aside their own ide-
ology and views” while con-
sulting various stakeholders,
even as they indicated a com-
plete repeal won’t augur well
for the much-needed agricul-
ture reforms. After their first
meeting at Delhi’s Pusa Agri-
culture University on Tuesday,
a key panel member and presi-
dent of the Maharashtra-based
Shetkari Sanghatana, Anil
Ghanwat, said the farm sector
reforms were much needed
and no political party in the
next 50 years would ever at-
tempt them again if these laws
were repealed. He said the
panel would listen to all farm-
ers, including those supporting
and those opposing the laws,
and then prepare a report for
the Supreme Court.
Noting their “biggest chal-
lenge” was to convince the
protesting farmers to appear
before the panel, Ghanwat said
the first meeting with the
stakeholders had been sched-
uled for Thursday. So far, nine
rounds of talks have also taken
place between the government
and the agitating unions with-

out any concrete resolu-
tion. The next round of
talks between the farmers’
representatives and the
Centre are now scheduled
for 2 pm on Wednesday at
New Delhi’s Vigyan
Bhavan. Ghanwat said the
court-appointed committee
had decided to listen to the
views of the protesting
unions on a priority basis,
as it wants them to end
their two-month agitation
at Delhi’s borders at the
earliest. He also said, how-
ever, that the laws imple-
mented over the last 70
years were not in the inter-
ests of farmers, and 4.5
lakh farmers have commit-
ted suicide. “Farmers are
getting poor and are under

debt. Some changes are
needed. Those changes were
happening, but then the pro-
test began,” he added.
After staying the implemen-
tation of the three farm laws,
the Supreme Court had on
January 11 appointed
Ghanwat, Bhartiya Kisan
Union president Bhupinder
Singh Mann and agricultural
economists Ashok Gulati
and Pramod Kumar Joshi as
members of a committee to
ascertain the views of the
stakeholders on the conten-
tious laws. The committee
members came under sharp
criticism by the protesting
farmers and the Opposition
for publicly supporting the
new laws. The farmers’
unions even made it clear

they would not talk to any
committee members, after
which Mann recused himself
from the panel.
The 81-year-old Mann, a
former Rajya Sabha member,
said: “As a farmer myself and
a union leader, in view of the
prevailing sentiments and ap-
prehensions amongst the farm
unions and the public in gen-
eral, I am ready to sacrifice
any position offered or given
to me so as to not compro-
mise the interests of Punjab
and farmers of the country.”
Ghanwat said the panel was
keen to know whether the
farmers want these laws re-
pealed or not. “A physical
meeting will be held with
those organisations who want
to meet us in person.

Rahul Gandhi to launch campaign for TN assembly polls on Jan 23
Erode, Tamilnadu, Jan
20: Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi will hit
the campaign trail on
Saturday in Tamil Nadu
where assembly elec-
tions are likely to be
held in April-May, party
state unit chief K S
Azhagiri said on
Wednesday. He also as-
serted the present Con-
gress-DMK alliance
would continue for the
elections and said it
would be a welcome
development if actor-
politician Kamal
Haasan joined the com-
bine. Haasan, who last
week completed his
first round of campaign,
has ruled out joining
hands with ruling
AIADMK or the DMK,
which is going all out
to come back to power
in the state after being
in opposition for ten
years. “Rahul Gandhi
will attend election
meetings in
Coimbatore and
Tirupur districts on
January 23. He has also
agreed to visit Erode for
a Congress public
meeting,” the Tamil
Nadu Congress Com-
mittee (TNCC) Presi-
dent told reporters here.
This will be the second

visit of the former Con-
gress president to the
state this month.
Earlier, on January 14,
he had witnessed a
”jallikattu”, bull taming
sport, event in Madurai
in southern Tamil
Nadu. Interestingly,
Gandhi would launch
the campaign from
western Tamil Nadu,
the home region of
Chief Minister K
Palaniswami, who hails

from neighbouring Sa-
lem district.
Palaniswami, declared
as the chief ministerial
candidate by the
AIADMK, has already
launched his campaign.
Arch-rival DMK chief
M K Stalin has been ad-
dressing a series of
“people”s grama
sabha” meetings across
the state in the run-up

to the elections.
Gandhi”s detailed tour
programme would be
announced on Thurs-
day, Azhagiri said dur-
ing the interaction at the
District Congress Com-
mittee office here. He
said the existing alli-
ance between Congress
and DMK would con-
tinue. Though there
may be differences in
some policies of the al-
liance parties, everyone

was committed to secu-
larism, the TNCC chief
added. Replying to a
question on Hassan, he
said “everyone will be
happy if he is willing to
join the DMK-Con-
gress alliance as he (the
Makkal Needhi Maiam
founder leader) has a
secular outlook and is
keen on opposing cor-
ruption”.

‘Will develop Junagadh as heritage city’: Rupani
lays foundation stone of sewerage network

Rajkot, Jan 20: Chief Minis-
ter Vijay Rupani announced
Wednesday the state govern-
ment will develop Junagadh as
a heritage city offering best
facilities to tourists and resi-
dents. The CM laid the foun-
dation stone for the Rs 319.48-
crore city-wide underground
drainage network and three
sewage water treatment plants
in Junagadh Wednesday.
Junagadh is the only munici-
pal corporation area in the
state without a modern under-
ground sewage network. Ad-
dressing a public meeting from
Police Parade Ground in
Junagadh city, after laying the
foundation stone of the sew-
erage project, Rupani an-
nounced that Rs 88 crore will
be allocated for the construc-
tion of two flyover bridges
near the Gujarat State Road
Transport Corporation bus sta-
tion and at Joshipura area of
Junagadh city. “Residents of
Junagadh would become free
from traffic snarls when these
two bridges are constructed.
We are planning to make
Junagadh free from level rail-
way crossings. We are com-
mitted to ensure that the his-
toric city of Junagadh becomes
as pride of Saurashtra. We will
develop Junagadh as heritage
city where all modern ameni-
ties will be available,” an of-
ficial release quoted the CM
as saying. At the event, Rupani

said since Prime Minister
Narendra Modi inaugu-
rated Girnar ropeway, the
world’s longest ropeway to
a temple, in October last
year, more than 2.5 lakh
pilgrims had paid their
obeisance at Ambaji shrine
atop Mount Girnar. “We
shall make Junagadh a
tourism hub by developing
the Narsinh Maheta lake,
Mahabat Makbara, and
Uparkot fort complex
among others,” he said.
Junagadh is among the old-
est cities of Gujarat with
more than 2,300-year-long
history. Renovation of
Uparkot fort complex,
Majevadi Gate, and Sardar
Gate is already underway.
“We shall also throw open
Indreshwar Lion Safari
Park in the forest of Girnar.
We have already issued in-
structions to forest depart-
ment in this regard. Devel-
opment of tourism would
lead to economic growth of
Junagadh,” the release
quoted the CM as saying.
Earlier, an official release
issued by the state informa-
tion department had stated
that the city-wide drainage
and STP projects would
provide drainage facility to
3.5 lakh residents in
Junagadh city and would
be completed within 27
months.

Didi to contest from Nandigram, Adhikari vows to defeat her
Kolkata, Jan 20: Playing a
masterstroke to avenge
Shubhendu Adhikari's resig-
nation as the MLA of
Nandigram and exit from her
party, Trinamul Congress
supremo Mamata Banerjee
on Monday announced that
she would contest the hot
seat, also "lucky" for her
since her movement against
forcible land acquisition
there ousted the Communist
regime a decade ago, in East
Midnapore in upcoming As-
sembly Election. In her first
visit to Mr Adhikari's home
turf after his induction to the
BJP, the West Bengal chief
minister also declared that
she would also try to contest
from her home constituency:
Bhowanipore, which elected
her as TMC MLA in 2011

and 2016, simultaneously.
Soon after her announce-
ment, Mr Adhikari vowed to
ensure her defeat in
Nandigram. Banerjee told a
TMC rally, "Nandigram is a
lucky place for me. If I con-
test here..how is it? It is my
wish. I was thinking of it be-
cause I love the place being
rural and close to my heart.
Our victory for the assembly
polls will start from here. It
is a reincarnation of
Nandigram. I will field a
good candidate in
Bhowanipore which is also a
place of my affection. It is

like my elder sister while
Nandigram is the younger one.
I will contest the polls from
both the constituencies if I can.
But I will certainly contest and
lead the poll campaign from
Nandigram." She said,
"People of Bhowanipore may
feel sad. If I can manage it then
it is ok. It is the call of my con-
science to make the announce-
ment here since I had declared
the name of our first candidate
here before the 2016 Assem-
bly polls. O my mother, slap
on face if any mistake happens
but do not turn your face and
mind away from us." Her ma-
jor announcement triggered a
cheer among the crowd at the
rally which was however
skipped by Shubhendu's father
and three-time TMC MP of
Contai Sisir Adhikari and his

brother and party MP of
Tamluk: Dibyendu Adhikari.
Mocking the BJP for causing
defection in her party, Ms
Banerjee observed, "Some are
switching sides. Do not worry
about them. They will be
fought by locals. Those leav-
ing the TMC were not around
when the party was founded.
Let them go. It is good. BJP is
a washing machine which
turns black into white. Wash-
ing Powder Bhajpa, Washing
Powder Bhajpa! The BJP's
situation is like that. But I will
not allow them sell Bengal at
any cost."

Joe Biden, Kamala Harris arrive at US Capitol
New York, Jan 20:
President- elect Jo-
seph R. Biden will
take the oath of office
alongwith vice- presi-
dent elect Kamala
Devi Harris in a
scaled-back inaugura-
tion ceremony in
Washington that has
been largely stripped
of its usual pomp and
circumstance, due both
to the coronavirus as
well as security con-
cerns following the
January 6 assault on the
US Capitol by Trump
supporters. Republican
President Donald
Trump left the White
House on Wednesday
with his wife Melania
and went by helicopter
to a sendoff event at

Joint Air Force Base
Andrews, where he
promised supporters
"we'll be back in some
form" and extolled his
administration's suc-
cesses before flying off
to Florida. Shortly after
Trump finished his re-
marks, Biden left the

presidential guest
house in Washington
on his way to church,
where he was joined by
Senate Republican
leader Mitch
McConnell and House
of Representatives Re-
publican leader Kevin
McCarthy.

Madrid blast: Mayor says 2 people dead,
explosion apparently linked to gas leak
Madrid, Jan 20: José
Luis Martínez
Almeida, who visited
the site of the blast,
told the local
Telemadrid news
channel that he
couldn’t confirm how
many people had been
injured. The mayor of
Madrid says that at
least two people died
Wednesday in a blast
that an initial assess-
ment linked to a gas
leak. The explosion
partially destroyed a
building. A nearby
nursing home was
evacuated although no
injuries have been re-
ported among the resi-
dents. José Luis
Martínez Almeida,
who visited the site of
the blast, told the lo-
cal Telemadrid news

channel that he
couldn’t confirm how
many people had been
injured. He said that
no serious damage had
been initially regis-
tered in the nearby
school. A loud explo-
sion partially de-
stroyed a small build-
ing flanked by a
school and a nursing
home in the center of
Spain's capital on
Wednesday. It was not
clear what caused the

blast. Images and foot-
age shared on social
media showed a tower
of smoke coming out
from the six-story
building and rubble
scattered in Toledo
Street, near the city
center. Emergency
crews could be seen
aiding several people
on the ground in video
aired by Spanish pub-
lic broadcaster. There
were no immediate re-
ports of deaths.
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Immunization Against Covid-19 Continuing In Full Swing At SUM

(A.O. Bureau)
Bhubaneswar, Jan. 20:
The vaccination drive
against Covid-19 at
the Institute of Medi-
cal Sciences and SUM
Hospital here has been
continuing in full
swing with the inocu-
lation team achieving
100 per cent target
since the launching of
the vaccine on January
16. Covaxin, the vac-
cine developed by
Bharat Biotech with
National Institute of
Virology, Pune and In-
dian Council for
Medical Research
(ICMR), is being ad-
ministered at the hos-
pital. "The vaccine is
presently being ad-
ministered to medical
and sanitation workers
which is being moni-

tored by the Director-
ate of Family Welfare,
Bhubaneswar Munici-
pal Corporation
(BMC) and National
Health Mission," Prof.
P u s p a r a j
Samantasinhar, Medi-
cal Superintendent of
the hospital, said.
Prof. Samantasinhar
said no adverse report
had come to the fore
since the vaccination
began on Saturday.
While the immuniza-
tion programme was
being supervised by
the medical superin-
tendent, Dr. Rajesh
Kumar Lenka, Addi-
tional Medical Super-
intendent, Dr. Ajay
Kumar Jena, Addi-
tional Dean, IMS and
SUM Hospital, Dr.
Lipilekha Patnaik and

Dr. Braja Kishore
Behera, Nodal Officer
and Additional Nodal
Officer respectively
of Covaxin Immuni-
zation Programme,
Dr. E.Venkat Rao,
Principal Investigator
of the Covaxin clini-
cal trial, Dr. Sumitra
Pattnaik, Professor of
Community Medi-
cine, Dr. Samir Sahu,
Head of department
of Medicine, Dr.
Mamata Mohanty,
Head of department
of Pediatrics, Dr.
Jagdish Sahoo, Head
of department of Neo-
natology, Dr. Shakti
Bedanta Mishra,
Head of Critical Care
and doctors from
other departments ac-
tively participated in
the campaign.

East Coast Railway Wall Magazine ‘Atasi Kusuma’ – New year Special Issue being

inaugurated by Shri Sailendra Kapil, Principal Chief Safety Officer of East Coast

Railway. The Wall Magazine of ECoR has been provided to expose the inherent qualities

and creative talents of the employees and their wards in the field of literature and art.

General public can make darshan of Lord Jagannath
from tomorrow with arrange ment of covid guideline
(A.O. Bureau)
Puri, Jan 20: The local
Administration has
make an  expensive
arrangement  with bar-
ricade from market
square . The devote
can go with a queu and
make darshan  regu-
larly the only  puri
town people will go to
darshan  from 6 a.m to
7 a.m  and General out

coming Devoeti  will
go there after  the DIG
Assis Singh , and col-
lector Samarth Barma
,with SP K Visal Singh
has inquired the whole
deployment of police
force inside and out
side temple  Including
that the people will
sanitize thermal
screening at the kiosk
at temple gate Puri Collector Samarth Barma today visited Srikhetra colony

(A.O. Bureau)
Puri ,  Jan 20:  The
col lector  Mr
Samarth Barma to-
day vis i t  ed
Srikhetra colony to
Inquired swacha
bharat  miss ion
progess and listen
the problem of lo-
cality from the rep-
resentative  in which

they also welcome to
collector  there ware
present the following
people nemely Ajit

ku kar Rina rani
Dixit  and Executive
officer Puri Munici-
pality Bijay ku Das.

Odisha Min’s Daughter-In-Law Draws Salary Without Attending Office For 2 Years!
(A.O. Bureau)
Bhubaneswar, Jan
20: Odisha Steel &
Mines Minister
Prafulla Kumar
Mallik has landed in
the middle of a con-
troversy surrounding
his daughter-in-law
over her alleged
withdrawal of salary
without attending of-
fice for around two
years. As claimed by
an RTI activist, the
minister’s daughter-

in-law Lipsa
Pradhan, who works
at Kamakhyanagar
College in Dhenkanal
district as Zoology
lecturer, has received
salary regularly de-
spite being on leave
from 2016 to 2018.
The activist further
claimed that Pradhan
was pursuing her
PhD at Utkal Univer-
sity in Bhubaneswar
during the said pe-
riod. An RTI query

from the varsity re-
vealed that no such
student has enrolled

in the doctoral
programme, he fur-
ther claimed. On the

contrary, the minister
rubbished the allega-
tions terming it as
“baseless”. “My
daughter-in-law has
conducted classes at
the college regularly
and also evaluated
examination answer
sheets. The records of
her evaluating the
sheets can not be fal-
sified. The allega-
tions are concocted
and baseless,” the
minister said.

Sambalpur University Gets New Vice Chancellor

(A.O. Bureau)
Bhubaneswar,  Jan
20: Odisha Govern-
ment today ap-
pointed eminent aca-
demician Professor
Sanjiv Mittal as the
Vice Chancellor
(VC) of Sambalpur
University. In exer-
cise of powers con-
ferred by Sub Sec-
tion(1) read with Sub
Section(7) of Section
6 of Odisha Univer-
sities (Amendment)
Act 2020, Odisha
Governor and Chan-
cellor of Universi-

t ies,  Professor
Ganeshi Lal  ap-
pointed Professor
Sanjiv Mittal as the
VC of Sambalpur
University for a pe-
riod of four years
with effect from the
date he assumes of-
fice. Dr. Mittal is
presently working as
the Professor of Uni-
versi ty School of
Management Studies
at  Guru Gobind
Singh Indraprastha
University, Delhi,
since 2007 With 29
years of teaching ex-

perience including
13 years as Professor
in management stud-
ies, Professor Mittal
has authored total
eight books during
his career. He has
contributed many ar-
ticles in journals of
national and interna-
tional repute. He has
conducted work-
shops on entrepre-
neurship develop-
ment and business
skills training and
export  as well  as
successfully guided
11 research scholars.

Noted Actor Rabi Mishra Passes Away
(A.O.  Bureau)
Bhubaneswar,  Jan
20:  In  a  sad piece
o f  n e w s ,  f a m o u s
a c t o r   R a b i
M i s h r a  b r e a t h e d
his  las t  while  un-
d e r g o i n g  t r e a t -
ment  a t  a  pr ivate
hosp i t a l  he re  t o -

day.  According to
s o u r c e s ,  h e  w a s
a d m i t t e d  t o  t h e
hospital following
a  c a r d i a c  a r r e s t .
He acted in  many
s u p e r h i t  f i l m s
l i k e  B h a i  H e l a
B h a g a r i ,  S a k a l a
T i r t h a ,

S o u b h a g y a b a t i ,
M a a  P a r i  K i e
H a b a ,  R a k h i
B h i j i g a l a  A a k h i
L u h a  R e ,  M a n a
R a h i a g a l  Tu m a r i
T h a r e ,
M u k h y a m a n t r i ,
D h a u l i  E x p r e s s
and many more.

Odia Officer Sidharth Mohanty to be MD of LIC
(A.O. Bureau)
Bhubaneswar, Jan 20:
Another glory to
Odisha. A few days af-
ter Odia Lieutenant
General Chandi
Prasad Mohanty be-
came a finalist  as Vice
Chief of Indian
Army,another Odia
Officer Sidharth

Mohanty is going to be
the Managing Director
of Life Insurance Cor-
poration of India. Be-
fore this assignment,
Mohanty was holding
the post of MD&CEO
of LIC’s Housing Fi-
nance wing. He will
take over his new re-
sponsibility from Feb-

ruary 1.He will replace
the present MD T.C
Sushil Kumar who re-
tires from service.
Sidharth’s new ap-
pointment proposal
was recommended by
Financial Service De-
partment and okayed
by the Cabinet’s Em-
ployment Committee.

8-YO Girl Lands In Courtroom; Judge Reprimands Police
(A.O. Bureau)
Bhubaneswar, Jan 20:
Magistrate of the Addi-
tional DCP Court,
Bhubaneswar, was
shocked when he saw
an 8-year-old girl inside
the courtroom as an ac-
cused in connection
with a family dispute
yesterday. The appear-
ance of the little girl as
an accused before the
court under section 107
of IPC had upset many
at the court. After hear-
ing from her family
members, the magistrate
expressed wrath over
acts of carelessness by
the Commissionerate
police that always
claims to have stood for
protection of children in
Twin City of the State.
Fumed over irrespon-
sible act of the police,
Bhubaneswar DCP
served showcause no-
tice to the investigative
officers and sought re-
port from the IIC of
Balipatna Police Sta-
tion. It is alleged that the
insensitive and illegal
act of police doing such
ignorant and filthy use

of Indian Penal act is
violation of Child rights
A day after the report
published in media, hu-
man rights activist
Pradipta Nayak filed a
petition before the
OHRC to recommend
the DCP for a speedy
inquiry in the case. Ac-
cording to reports, the
Balipatna Police had
registered a case in con-
nection with a face-off
by family members of
two residents —
Dharmananda Jena and
Akshay Jena — of
Deulidharpur village
under Banamalipur po-
lice outpost on Decem-
ber 15 last year. To avoid
any untoward incident,
the police had booked
members of two fami-

lies under Section 107 of
IPC and summoned for
hearing scheduled on
January 19, 2021. As per
information, the age of
the accused girl was
mentioned as the 19-
year-old. Responding to
the notice, the family
members along with the
accused girl were de-
posed in the case on
Tuesday. However, the
magistrate expressed
displeasure after seeing
the minor girl in the
court. Following many
questions raised on the
probe process by the
Balipatna police into the
case, the Bhubaneswar
DCP Umshankar Dash
directed the ACP (zone-
4) to submit a report on
the matter. He also rep-

rimanded the Balipatna
IIC Radhakant Sahoo
for improper investiga-
tion. When asked about
the matter, the Police IIC
said that the it was a
mistake by the police
while summoning the
family members as one
of women aged about 19
years was involved in
the case. However, the
minor accused will be
dropped from the case,
he said. In the petition
filed before the Chair-
person of OHRC, the
human rights activist
said that the police in-
quiry officer as well as
the supervising author-
ity should have taken
care and crosschecked
the age of persons while
enacting or sending any
kind of notice or public
statement against any
person. “Bringing an 8-
year-old child to court
premises or police sta-
tion and producing be-
fore the magistrate in a
terrible atmosphere vio-
lating all norms of pe-
nal rules is completely
unconstitutional and in-
human. An 8-year-old

child cannot be a con-
spirator or encourage
adults for doing any
crime,” Nayak said in
the petition mentioning,
“The penal rules envis-
age that no offence can
be treated as an offence
of a child upto the age
of 12 with regards to his
or her maturity and
child psychology.” Re-
acting to the incident,
the Childline official
Benudhar Senapati said
that a juvenile under
age of 7 cannot be
booked under section
82 of the IPC if he/she
commits any crime.
Similarly, accused juve-
nile between age group
of 8 and 12 cannot be
arrested if there were
unaware of conse-
quences of the crime. In
such case, the accused
can be booked under 75
of Juvenile Justice Act.
If the accused is found
to be guilty shall be
punishable with impris-
onment for a term
which may extend to
three years or with fine
of one lakh rupees or
with both.
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EDITORIAL

PM Modi must push for a self-confident Bharat, not a self-reliant one
The Prime Minister usually hits
bull’s eye with the branding and
messaging of his ideas. But he has
had a miss with “Atmanirbhar
Bharat”, stepping into the cultur-
ally loaded minefield of “self-re-
liance” —a noble word turned ig-
noble after 1991. Instead, he
should have given a clarion call
for “Atma Vishwasi Bharat”. His
colleagues and acolytes would not
have had such a hard time, split-
ting hairs, reinterpreting
Atmanirbhar to mean self-suffi-
ciency not self-reliance and argu-
ing that the old xenophobic mean-
ing of the word is consistent with
the idea of globalisation. He
should use his considerable piv-
oting skills and turn Atmanirbhar
to Atma Vishwasi Bharat (AVB)
or self-confident Bharat. Signal-
ling “yes we can” will work well
with those sections of society ea-
ger to claw their way up the social
status and income ladder (euphe-
mistically called “aspiring India”)
and with businesses and young
Indians who strive to be global
citizens in a world that, as all of
us Indians know, is not inclusive,
has never really liked us very
much and gives us our due with
great reluctance. So far, our under-
confident discourse has been all
about “Can we really?” It has a
parallel track: “Look at us, see
how wonderful our heritage is”.

But the latter is more of a defen-
sive justification than a statement
of intrinsic belief in ourselves. The
pre-liberalisation Indian, still the
ruling age cohort, has some degree
of diffidence with respect to the rest
of the world. Liberalisation’s chil-
dren do better, many of them espe-
cially in the upper class have had
student or work-related contact
overseas and have had a chance to
benchmark themselves. The gen-
eration born after 2000 has a lot less
baggage, but all of them will go
much further in the world with the
tailwind of atmavishwas. In AVB,
“Make in India” would translate
into not feeling paralysed that
China dominates manufacturing for
the world, but in believing that we
can get our own small share of the
pie, and working towards it by set-
ting our own targets, devising our
own strategy and making it happen
our own way. Instead of
atmavishwas about being the
pharma factory to the world and
building it even bigger, we spook
ourselves by saying we are hollow,
we source active ingredients from
China. The fact is that we used to
make them ourselves until Chinese
undercut us. We have the know-
how and the manufacturing capac-
ity to do it again, so we have the
power to make or buy as needed.
We enviously note that western
countries are already giving the

vaccine and stockpiling it, but
when it comes to our own vaccine
availability, we comment on ap-
provals with not enough data, in-
stead of giving it a mighty push.
People who interact with the gov-
ernment for business approvals say
that atmavishwas has to start with
the executive establishment, whose
first comment is: “Do we trust your
data? How did you manage to do
it?” Unlike most countries, includ-
ing China, we have a totally
interoperable digital payments sys-
tem that removes the power of
closed loop groups and is a public
utility with the capability to handle
enormous volume at a very low
price. We have created an IT ser-
vices hub for the world, but we still
say “Oh why do we not have prod-
ucts?” AVB would invest to create
real global brands, not be content
with exporting products around the
world with name labels sold to
faceless dealers, without visibility
of actual user demand. In AVB,
SMEs would force banks to find
more appropriate methods to credit
appraise them instead of saying
“you have nothing to collateralise”
and offering high risk pricing. AVB
would make an effort to capture its
own domestic demand instead of
trying to sell the idea of our de-
mand to lure reluctant FDI or let
China dump in our markets because
we say we can’t compete. AVB

would celebrate that we have
Indianised Amazon and our small
producers are getting market ac-
cess. AVB would also rap MNCs
for violation of rules, when neces-
sary, and not be swayed by cries of
“If you do this, no one will invest
in us”. AVB would use the worlds’
businesses to further its own cause,
not complain about globalisation
making us vulnerable. As a layper-
son, I believe that AVB is what we
are seeing, at last, in our foreign
policy. Large swathes of India’s
elite, including political parties, do
not prefer an AVB. It will decrease
the power distance between the
masses and the classes; it may
jeopardise their hard-earned posi-
tions on the global stage to be
spokespersons for India. AVB will
solve India’s problems with (to bor-
row from C K Prahalad) “next prac-
tice” (new and better, leading the
world) not “best practice” and will
not dismiss the considerable Indian
innovation in this direction as
jugaad until foreigners bless it. AVB
business schools will focus on cre-
ating a new body of management
experience and research emanating
from India that makes the world
take note (and we have plenty to
show there), and not focus on do-
ing less relevant research that West-
ern peer-reviewed journals will
publish.

Rama Bijapurkar

Indefensibility of amorality
Though only three US Presidents
have been tainted with the blot,
Donald Trump is the only one
who has faced two impeach-
ments. Impeachment is essen-
tially symbolic, but the sort of
sticky symbolism with a moral
dimension that stands the test of
time. History books that tran-
scend time and lives bear the im-
peached person’s name with an
unflattering asterisk of transgres-
sion. Only three Presidents of the
United States (US), out of the 45
that preceded Joe Biden, were
tainted with this blot, with
Donald Trump going down in
posterity as the unique one, with
two impeachments! The Consti-
tution of the US describes acts
that are deemed “treason, bribery,
or other high crimes and
misdemeanours” to be impeach-
ment-worthy. Beyond the legal-
ity of formal conviction in a clas-
sic justice sense, impeachment is
tantamount to abuse of public and
constitutional trust, with possible
intersection of legal criminality,
subsequently. But the man whom
the usually reserved Dalai Lama
suggested had a “lack of moral
principle”, i.e. Trump, remains
brazen and unrepentant. Others
like Richard Nixon, who had
faced a near-certain prospect of
getting impeached, had resigned
from office just before impeach-
ment. The other two impeached
US Presidents, Andrew Johnson
and Bill Clinton, had in hindsight
considerably less deleterious and
violative portents to democracy
as compared to the ingloriousness
of Trump’s acts. Andrew
Johnson, arguably a racist him-
self who had succeeded the co-
lossus of democracy, Abraham
Lincoln, was impeached for a
technicality of violating the Ten-
ure of Office Act when he re-
moved a federal appointee with-
out consulting the Senate. History
reflects that impeachment as
more of a partisan act that seized
upon an unacceptable presiden-
tial action but perhaps not war-
ranting the burden of impeach-
ment. Similarly, Bill Clinton had
perjured himself by lying to the
investigators about his relation-
ship with Monica Lewinsky, as

also encouraging the White House
staff to toe the said line. The un-
deniable dereliction and miscon-
duct was perhaps still short of
breaching the high rails of “trea-
son, bribery, or other high crimes
and misdemeanours”. The fine dif-
ference was illustrated by a rival
Republican Senator, Susan
Collins, who agreed that Clinton
had conducted himself disgrace-
fully, but perhaps short of a crime,
when she still voted against the
impeachment by stating: “In vot-
ing to acquit the President, I do so
with grave misgivings for I do not
mean in any way to exonerate this
man.” Bill Clinton was visibly, and
admittedly, embarrassed and re-
pentant. Trump was, on the other
hand, first impeached for the abuse
of power and obstruction of Con-
gress. He had allegedly pushed
Ukraine to snoop into the commer-
cial affairs of his ultimate nemesis,
Joe Biden, and therefore enlisted
a foreign power in corrupting the
democratic elections. Trump had
also withheld military funds from
the Ukrainians in order to coerce
them to do so. But Trump’s
misdemeanours had continued
with his denialist approach by fur-
ther ordering the Executive
Branch to not comply with the
Congressional subpoenas for the
trailing documents and testimo-
nies. However, unlike the biparti-
san expressions that surrounded
the Clinton or Nixon build-up,
Trump had managed to polarise
and divide the nation into extremi-
ties that ensured that, barring one
Republican Senator, all had acqui-
esced blindly to Trump. The sec-

ond Trump impeachment was un-
precedented in its seriousness of
accusative import, “incitement for
insurrection”. The self-interest of
Republicans, which was in play to
defend Trump during the first im-
peachment on partisan lines, was
equally visible in the second im-
peachment, with 10 Republican
Senators disassociating them-
selves from supporting Trump,
owing to worse consequences in
repeating their partisan decision.
The Joint Chief of Staff had issued
an internal memo that sought to
remind the uniformed fraternity of
their sole fidelity to the Constitu-
tion and alluded to the potential
disruption of the Biden inaugura-
tion as “against the law” — fur-
ther suggesting the graveness of
the unconstitutionality that Trump
was accused of. The weight of the
10 Republicans who bolted out of
the Trump bandwagon is much
more than its arithmetical signifi-
cance, as it is about the assertion
of bipartisan courage, democratic
values and basic common sense.
In many ways, this internal dis-
senting note has allowed the Re-
publicans of absolve and perma-
nently cleanse themselves of
Trumpism, post-January 20, 2021.
While the impeachment process
was rushed through the last days
of Trump’s presidency, its neces-
sity is contextualised to the pub-
lic healing of the shame of “coup”
and offering a restorative oppor-
tunity and agenda for bipartisan
politics hereinafter. The singular
Republican who had yielded to the
dictates of his personal conscience
in voting against Trump’s first

impeachment, Mitt Romney,
noted evocatively in Trump’s
second “coming” that there must
be “meaningful consequences”
when a President incites an at-
tack against the Congress and,
more importantly, against all
known tenets of democracy.
Opinions now abound that the
new President, Biden, need not
federally prosecute Trump and
sustain the divisive and inflam-
matory ‘Donald Trump show’ to
linger, irate passions and sustain
dangerous rumours. Trump’s de-
scent into indefensible infamy
and notoriety that had toyed with
reckless ideas like attacking Iran
before elections, imposing quasi-
martial law or actually triggering
social unrest by insisting upon
his allegations of “fraudulent
elections”, “can’t play in the
hands of these people”, “elec-
tions that were stolen” and such-
like, has already brought the US
to the unthinkable brink of anar-
chy and civil war. The isolation
of Trump among his own party
leaders and ostensible loyalists
has shifted gears from private
murmurs behind closed doors to
open calls for introspection
within. The triggers for the
much-needed course correction
have not been the legality, but the
loss of morality, surrounding
Trump’s indefensibility. In a
shifting sign of times, Republi-
can leader Mitch McConnell had
freed Republican Senators from
toeing any party line and, instead,
urged them to “vote with their
conscience”; the subliminal writ-
ing on the wall for Trump is un-
mistakable. Indeed, Trump will
be expected to continue his slan-
derous rants, unsubstantiated
falsehoods and desperation to re-
tain the centre-stage but the loss
of moral high ground for the Re-
publican Party, going forward,
will drop Trump from the only
political anchorage that sustains
his relevance. It is not the elec-
toral triumphs, unchallenged
dominance or legality in the
court, but the diminishment of
morality as captured in this sym-
bolic impeachment that ended a
destructive streak and individual.

Bhopinder Singh

Gabba forever!
The 2020-21 Australian tour will remain etched

in the memory of Indian cricket fans as long

as they live. One month ago, editorials across news-

papers were bemoaning the state of Indian cricket.

An almost full-strength Indian cricket team was

bowled out for 36 runs in Adelaide and, despite

drawing the white-ball matches three-all, many

feared the worst in the forthcoming Tests. After all,

India’s talismanic batsman and captain Virat Kohli

was headed home to be with his wife for the birth

of their first child. Injuries had begun to take their

toll even before the first match and, given

Australia’s strict two-week quarantine rules, flying

in replacements at a moment’s notice was actually

impossible. Foreign commentators, always quick to

slam India, predicted a whitewash. Yet, somehow

in an incredible show of resilience and extraordi-

nary leadership and batsmanship by stand-in cap-

tain Ajinkya Rahane, India won the second Test at

Melbourne, the best possible gift they could have

given Indian cricket fans heading into the start of

the new year after what had been a truly woeful

2020 for almost everyone. In and of itself, that was

a great story of redemption, coming back from In-

dian cricket’s worst moment in contemporary his-

tory to win handsomely. Many compared that mo-

ment to the heroics of VVS Laxman and Rahul

Dravid at the Eden Gardens two decades ago. But

that was a simple redemption story; this play needed

a third act. An act that began with the first match of

the new year in Sydney, where a brave Indian sec-

ond-innings rearguard performance prevented the

hosts from winning the Test. But the play ended in

Australia’s fortress of the Gabba in Brisbane, a

ground where the home team had not lost in over

three decades. And India playing essentially their

second XI, giving a part-timer Washington Sundar

— who had not played a first-class match in three

years — his first cap and boasting a bowling line-

up with just five caps among them. On top of that,

a young batting line-up was facing an experienced

Australian pace battery and a spin bowler playing

his hundredth Test. India’s heroics at Melbourne and

Sydney were commendable, but most Indian cricket

fans thought that a draw at the Gabba would be a

great result. The last Test of the Border-Gavaskar

Trophy series will remain etched in the minds and

memory of the cricket aficionados as the ultimate

decider that tested the resilience, composure and

physical fitness of the players. The young and

largely inexperienced Indian team battled it all in

this Test series, within themselves and with the

world outside: Issues with facilities, racial slurs,

losing key players at crucial junctures, injury after

injury, issues with bubble life for multiple months

et al. However, the actions of one of India’s former

heroes, Rahul Dravid, in shaping this new Indian

team under his tutelage as the coach of India’s ‘A’

team must not be dismissed. There was a sense of

resilience in this team that ‘The Wall’ himself would

have been proud of. Not only did Washington

Sundar and Shardul Thakur play the most unexpect-

edly pleasant seventh-wicket partnership, keeping

India in the game in the first innings, Shubman Gill,

Cheteshwar Pujara, the senior man whose body

faced blow after blow, and finally Rishabh Pant,

the Delhi boy whose abilities have been openly

questioned and in whose perseverance in the team

many allegations of favouritism have been thrown

at India’s management, a young India found its new

cricketing heroes. This is more than a redemption

story, this is more than a coming-of-age story; this

is an epic, a story for the ages. The Indian cricket

team’s grit and determination, particularly by a

group of inexperienced young men is a story for

the ages. When India won the 2011 World Cup at

the Wankhede Stadium, they got an open-top bus

ride through Mumbai and while COVID-19 proto-

cols might mean that this team cannot get one, make

no mistake, they truly deserve it.
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Fruit Distribution in the Medical campus on the occasion of the 102th birth anniversary of Dhanurjay Biswal BJP Youth Front congratulates Modiji
on Huge Support of Odisha People

Daughter in law commits suicide
by drinking poison at saunliguda

Motorcycle collided head-
on in Bijaghati, 3 died

Odisha Skills Development Authority Chairmans visits Malkangiri

(A.O. Bureau)
Kendrapara, Jan 20:
At 10 am on Tues-
day, the first Medical
Officer at the Dis-
tr ict  Headquarter
Hospital, Dr. Anita
Pattnaik, Dr. Sambit
Kumar Sethi, Senior
lawyer Sanjay
Kumar Jena, Gagan
Bihari  Jena,was
Dhanurjay Chari-
table Trust President
Eng. Bhagaban
Biswal  Congratu-
lated.  On the Occa-
sion of the 102th
Birth Anniversary of
the Saint Dhanurjay
Biswal, government
lawyer Sanjay

Kumar Jena, and dis-
trict chief medical
officer  Anita
Patnaik, led by his
son-in-law Mr.
Bhagaban Biswal,
and Dr.  Anita

Patnaik, the district
chief medical  of-
ficer,  Mr. Jyotirmoy
Das,    secretary,
Tennisball Cricket
Association, Sasmita
Panda,  Ranjan

Kumar Sahu,
Bardakant Baral, So-
cial Worker
Dhirendra Kumar
Das, CDM Officer
Dealing Assistant,
Mr. Hemant Kumar

Nayak, Hadibandhu
Singh were present on
the occasion.  He also
distributed fruit to
more than 200 Pa-
tients and some
Health Workers.  At
the end of the day,
some other volun-
teers, including Mr.
Parikshita Patra, a se-
nior journalist for the
Samaj newspaper,
were honored with
northern and bouquets
by the trust.  Residents
of Mankarpur Reswa
were present at the
event from the begin-
ning to the end and as-
sisted in the distribu-
tion of fruits.

(A.O. Bureau)
Kendrapara, Jan 20:
The Kendrapara Dis-
trict BJP on behalf of
the people and the
welfare of 91 percent
of the people of the
whole of Odisha.
Mahipala marched
from Sanitemple to
the new bus stand
chanting slogans and
thanking the people
for the sweets.
A b h i m a n y u
gochayat  ,  Amrut
m o h a n t y, P r a s a n t
sethi ,  Dil l ip
d a s , M u k t i k a n t a
swain, Aryakumar

Sandipani,  Rati
Ranjan Jena,
Pradeep Mohapatra,
Pri t iranjan Das,
Siddharth Shankar
Das, Bikas Parida,

Sandip Das, Sameer
Malik,  Hemant
Malik ,Dhirendra
Malik were the
prominent partici-
pants.

(A.O. Bureau)
MalKangiri, Jan 20:
Malkangiri: In the vil-
lage of Sauliguda near
Vejaguda panchayat
under the Mathili
block, the daughter -
in-law sunadi Madhi
(40)allegedly commit-
ted suicide by con-
suming poison due to
a quarrel with mother-
in-law and drank poi-
son at about 3 pm af-

ter seeing her condi-
tion The family rushed
her to the Malkangiri
District General Hos-
pital, but the doctor
could not save her life
even after hundreds of
attempts by doctors.
Today morning at 7 30
am she died "local po-
lice investigation is
going on dead body
will hand over to fam-
ily members. (A.O. Bureau)

MalKangiri, Jan 20:
Odisha Skills Devel-
opment Authority
Chairman visits
Malkangiri district
Malkangiri District
20.01.21- Odisha
Skills Development
Authority Chairman
Subrata Bagchi has
visited Malkangiri dis-
trict and attended vari-
ous programs.  He first
visited Chitrakonda
and visited the farm
house of the horticul-
ture department in
Mandia.  Later, she at-
tended a meeting to
discuss various issues
with farmers, self-help
groups and women.
From there, he paid a

surprise visit to the
district headquarter
hospital, visited the
emergency depart-
ment and other depart-
ments, inspected sani-
tation and other ar-
rangements.  He later
visited government-
run training centers
and exchanged views
with students.  Efforts
will be made to de-
velop skills and agri-
culture in line with
these two sections.
"he is OK.  So now we
have to focus on accel-
erating the develop-
ment process and get-
ting the life journey
back to normal.  Ef-
forts have been made
to start work from

Malkangiri district by
combining skills de-
velopment and agri-
culture.  Efforts are
underway to build a
Center of Excellence
in Chittagong and a
draft has been pre-
pared for it. A set of
Excellence will be set
up in the next five
years at a cost of Rs 20
crore, said Odisha
Skills Development
Authority Chairman
Shri Bagchi.  Among
others, the Chief Sec-
retary of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture,
Dr.  Sourav Garg,
TRIPLE CAMER Yik
Education Director
Reghu G. joined.

(A.O. Bureau)
Malkangiri, Jan 20:
Malkangiri: Three
people were killed in a
head-on collision be-
tween a two-speed
motorbike at Bijaghati
on the Malkangiri-
Jaipur National High-
way.  Guru Bhumia,
25, and Navindra
Samarath, 19, of
Samarathguda village
near Nayakguda
panchayat, and Moti
ray from of MV 13 of
Tamasa GP were on
their way back to MV-

13 village  when they
were returning to their
village.  The head-on
collision of the motor-
cycle was broken when
the front wheel of the
motorcycle was broken
as the collision was so
intense that three bike
riders were killed at the
scene, Malkangiri po-
lice said.  It is learned
that the body will be
handed over to his
family after autopsy
today while he was ad-
mitted to the main hos-
pital.

Nayagarh Minor Girl Murder Case Transferred To Children’s Court
(A.O. Bureau)
Nayagarh, Jan 20: The
Juvenile Justice Board
(JJB) here today trans-
ferred the minor girl’s
murder case to the
Nayagarh Children’s
Court. The decision
was taken as the ac-
cused belongs to the
age group of 16-18
years. The next hear-
ing of the case will be
held at the Children’s
Court, the minor
accused’s lawyer
Chandra Bijayi
Mishra said. “The
child’s preliminary
analysis was con-
ducted and a social
background report
was verified. On this

basis, the JJ Board
transferred the case to
Children’s Court,”
Mishra said. The case
involving the Child in
Conflict with Law
(CCL) will be tried in

the Children’s Court
and the next date will
set by the Children’s
Court,” Mishra added.
If a minor between 16
and 18 has committed
a heinous crime, the

JJB sends such cases
for a preliminary as-
sessment by a panel of
psychologists, said
Public Prosecutor
Bishnu Prasad
Mohapatra. “If the

panel concludes that
the child has capacity
to commit crime and
understand the conse-
quences of the alleged
offence, the board can
transfer the case to
children’s court,” he
added. This is a major
victory for the Special
Investigation Team
(SIT) probing into the
case, said an SIT offi-
cial. “On being held
guilty, the children’s
court can sentence the
accused to a ‘place of
safety’ till he turns 21
and he will serve the
remainder of his term
in an adult prison,” a
senior police official
said.

Sex Racket Busted In Rourkela, 4 Including Kingpin Arrested

(A.O. Bureau)
Rourkela, Jan 20: Po-
lice today busted a sex
racket operating from
an abandoned staff
quarters of Rourkela
Steel Plant (RSP) in
Sector-13 area under
Sector-15 police lim-
its here. Police have
arrested four persons
in this connection
which include the
kingpin of the racket,
two sex workers and a
pimp, police sources
said. They have been
forwarded to court, the
sources added. Acting
on information shared
by the Control Room

of the District Police
Office, a team from
Sector-15 police sta-
tion raided quarter
nos. A/191 and A/192
in Sector-13. During
the raid while one per-
son managed to es-
cape, two sex workers
from neighbouring
West Bengal and one
pimp were appre-
hended, police sources
revealed. Police
seized objectionable
items like used and
unused condoms, two
mobile phones and
one motorcycle, Rs
1600 in cash, Aadhar
Cards, Debit Cards,

etc from the premises.
While the two sex
workers are from West
Bengal, the pimp has
been identified as
Manas Ranjan
Mohanty. Interroga-
tion of Mohanty and
the two sex workers
led to the arrest of the
kingpin of the racket
Bharati Patra of Sec-
tor-17. Bharati has al-
legedly admitted to
having procured the
women from West
Bengal and had
knowingly engaged
them in prostitution,
police sources re-
vealed.

Three More Arrested For Attack Bid On OPCC Chief Niranjan Patnaik

(A.O. Bureau)
Keonjhar, Jan 20: Po-
lice on Wednesday
claimed to have ar-
rested three more per-
sons in connection
with the attack on
Odisha Pradesh Con-
gress Committee
(OPCC) Niranjan
Patnaik’s vehicle and
his personal security
officer Rakesh Singh.
The trio has been iden-
tified as Deepak
Kumar Tarei,
Sibananda Dehury and
Santosh Naik. The to-
tal number of arrests in
connection with the
incident has now gone
up to four. Earlier, the
prime accused Sanjay
Mohanty was picked
up by the police. A
SUV allegedly used in
the crime has been
seized, police said. On
Sunday evening, a

group of miscreants
had attacked Patnaik’s
car in Keonjhar dis-
trict. The assault oc-
curred near Kashipur
under Keonjhar Town
Police Station limits.
Patnaik had escaped
unhurt. After registra-
tion of a complaint,
the Keonjhar Town
Police arrested the
prime accused Sanjay
Mohanty, who is
stated to be a local BJP
leader. Soon after
Mohanty’s arrest, the
Odisha Congress
president suspected
political links behind
the incident and came
down heavily on State
BJP leaders for alleg-
edly sponsoring the at-
tack. After registration
of a complaint, the
Keonjhar Town Police
arrested the prime ac-
cused Sanjay

Mohanty, who is
stated to be a local BJP
leader. Soon after
Mohanty’s arrest, the
Odisha Congress
president suspected
political links behind
the incident and came
down heavily on State
BJP leaders for alleg-
edly sponsoring the
attack.In a series of
tweets, Patnaik al-
leged that all the mis-
creants involved in the
incident belong to the
youth wing of State
BJP. “This is a clear
case of political ven-
detta and desperation
of @BJP4Odisha.
Congress is raising
relevant issues in the
state and speaking out
against the policies of
BJP, which is desper-
ately trying to get a
foothold in Odisha.
Congress is the big-
gest hurdle for them,”
he had said in one of
his tweets. A group of
Congress leaders had
also met Keonjhar Su-
perintendent of Police
(SP) demanding im-
mediate arrest of all
accused and strict ac-
tion against them.

Over 1000 Villages In Odisha’s Ganjam Declared Child Marriage Free
(A.O. Bureau)
Berhampur, Jan 20: The
Ganjam administration
has declared as many as
1032 villages and 140
wards of the district as
child marriage free.

Many incidents of child
marriages and the same
getting foiled by Child
Welfare Committee
(CWC) and Childline
were reported in several
villages of Ganjam dis-

trict in the past. Ganjam
Collector Vijay
Kulange had earlier an-
nounced a reward of Rs
5,000 for those inform-
ing the district admin-
istration about child

marriage. Anganwadi
workers and Child De-
velopment Project Of-
ficers were directed to
keep a sharp watch on
cases of child marriage
in the areas.
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Of history and hope
New Delhi, Jan 20:
Rajesh Shringarpure,
who plays Malhar Rao
Holkar in SET’S
Punyashlok Ahilya Bai,
tells MUSBA
HASHMI what is the
character about, the re-
sponsibility that comes
with such roles and the
reason behind the
never-ending
craze for his-
torical shows.
Retelling the
tales of history and
mythology on TV is
a pure delight both for
the makers and the au-
dience. No matter how
many times one sees
such stories, they
still look as
fresh and
enter-
tain-

ing. Take for example
Ramanand Sagar’s
Ramayan, which even
after so many years be-
came one of the most
watched series on TV
during the lockdown or
for that matter BR
Chopra’s Mahabharat
which was also topping
the list. One wonders
what is it with such
shows that they can
never go out of trend.
“Our soul lies there. We
are able to connect with
these stories and that’s
the reason they are al-
ways on our watch lists.
The other reason is that
people get life lessons
from them in an enter-
taining way. If we’ll
preach them some-
thing, the audience im-
mediately lose interest,
but instead if we teach
them in a fun way they
will learn from it,”
Rajesh Shringarpure,
who plays Malhar Rao

Holkar in SET’s
Punyashlok Ahilya
Bai, says. The story, he
says, is the 17th cen-
tury period drama and
is not about the
chronicles or glory of
Malhar Rao, but the
rapport that he shared
with his daughter-in-

law, Ahilya Bai

Holkar. “Malhar Rao is
compassionate, en-
dearing and he under-
stands even the small-
est of emotions of ev-
ery one. He has been
given the title of
subedar by the
Peshwas. He came
from a humble and
subdued family. He
supports his daughter-
in-law in all walks of
her journey. The rela-
tionship that is shown
here between the fa-
ther-in-law and daugh-
ter-in-law is very
unique,” he explains.
On what attracted
Shringarpure to the
show, he says, is of
course the story itself.
“It is a matter of pride
for anyone to be a part
of such inspiring sto-
ries. Also, the charac-
ter itself is so strong.
Not to mention, the
progressive thoughts
that the story has to of-

fer, I was instantly at-
tracted towards this
role and the show,” he
says. There is always a
learning lesson when is
a part of historical
shows, he adds.
“People always tell you
to forget the past and
move on. But when we
become a part of such

stories, it is then we
realise that we

shouldn’t forget our
past,  roots, forefathers
and what they did for
us. It is because of
them we are able to
live a happy and inde-
pendent life,” he says.

With such roles, he
says, comes a

lot of re-
sponsi-

bi l i ty
to do

jus-

tice to the character.
“When one plays a
character who is
praised like God by a
society, there is a lot of
things that one has to
take care of. This is a
huge character and
there is a lot of respon-
sibility on my shoul-
ders. As an actor I need
to execute it right.
Since it is winters, the
costume is not an issue.
Come April, and then
it will be a bit of hassle.
Also, the body lan-
guage and the manner-
isms has to be spot-on.
If he is with Ahilya, his
tone will be different.
He will talk to her like
a man does to a girl.
But, if he is with the
other people, he will
speak with authority.
Fortunately, I have been
blessed with a voice
that can do justice to it,
hence things get sim-
pler,” he tells you.

‘Playing Jassi has been a benchmark’
Mumbai, Jan 20:
Sonali Nikam makes a
comeback after two
years to play Mary in
&TV’s Yeshu. She
speaks with SHALINI
SAKSENA about her
role, what attracted her
to this project and how
she got into acting
You were away for
two years, what kept
you busy?
After Ek Vivah Aisa
Bhi, I took a break to
focus on my health. I
did receive a couple of
offers during this pe-
riod but they didn’t
quite make the cut.
But I recently did a
cameo in ZEE TV’s
Qurbaan Hua as a sec-
ond lead.
What is your role in
Yeshu?
The character of Mary,
Yeshu’s mother, is a
significant one. She
will guide and nurture
her son to his life pur-
pose. Often described
as a gentle mother and
a peaceful dove in a
hymn, Mary is a brave
woman who has im-

mense faith and a
strong belief in God.
Throughout her life,
she is seen holding on

to the truth and be-
lieves in living by ex-
ample. Right from her
childhood till the time
she becomes a mother,
Mary is seen cherish-
ing every moment and
fulfilling all expecta-
tions of not only a
mother but also a wife
What made you say
yes to the role?
The reason why I said
yes is because this
story has never been
told on TV. We have
only heard of this role
but nobody has ever
played it. I consider it
a blessing that I got an
opportunity to play
Mary. To be chosen to
portray this role is a
big moment for me. It
is completely different
from the roles I have
played till now. There
are many dimensions
to her character. She is
a dutiful daughter to
her parents, a compan-
ion and friend to her
cousin, a loyal and
loving wife to Joseph,
a guiding force to her
son Yeshu. The role

comes with responsi-
bility as well.
What is the story of
Yeshu?

The story is not only
the most iconic story
of good versus evil,
but it also captures the
beautiful relationship
between Yeshu and his
support and guide, his
mother. This role is a
reward and a big re-
sponsibility. I am ea-
gerly looking forward
to it.
How did you come on
board this project?
I got the role after giv-
ing auditions. I got a
call from the makers;
they had seen my pre-
vious work and felt
that I would fit the
character of Yeshu’s
mother. They called
me for the auditions
and recorded the same
since it happened dur-
ing the lockdown. I
gave two-three audi-
tions and gave a mock
shoot. After that all the
things were finalised
after discussions.
How tough is it to play
Mary?
I had to prepare for the
character. We got a lot
of briefings from our
creative and research
team. We have the
support of the channel
and the makers as
well. Due to their help
we came to know so
many things about
Yeshu’s life and how
people behaved during
that time. This helped
me a lot to prepare for
Mary’s character.
Iused to meditate ear-
lier as well, but I
started spending more
time and focused on it.
This character is
sweet, soft and som-
bre. The more I am
calm inside, the more
it will translate into
my acting.
What made Jassi so
popular?
There were two rea-
sons. One, was the
story itself. Second, of
course was the charac-

ter of Jassi herself in
Aadhe Adhoore. It is
not very often we get
to see a role like hers.
We don’t discuss thing
that have been shown
in the series. This is
probably the reason
why people loved to
watch it. I am grateful
and blessed that I have
been getting a chance
to do such varied
roles.
How did you get into
acting?
After graduation, I
was still trying to de-
cide what to pursue
when I got a call to do
an ad from a family
friend. When I went
there and saw what the
industry was all about,
I wanted to work here.
I was not the kind to
work 9 am to 5 pm and
sit in front of the com-

puter. I was looking at
the work that would
give me a chance to
express myself cre-
atively. Acting gave
me that outlet.
Is there a role that left
its mark on you?
I would say Jassi has
been a benchmark for
me — professionally
as well as personally.
There were so many
questions that I had
from life, after doing
this show, it made me
realise that there is no
right or wrong in life;
it  all  depends on
one’s perception and
situation one finds
himself in. We are
nobody to judge any-
body. I learnt a lot
from that role. Also
people started
recognising me as a
good actor.

A joyride to storytelling

New Delhi, Jan 19:
Renuka Shahane, who
brightened up homes
with her dazzling
smile co-hosting the
cultural magazine TV
show Surabhi from
1990 with Siddhart
Kak, was set to grow
even more famous in
1994 after being cast
as Madhuri Dixit’s el-
der sister in the block-
buster Hum Aapke
Hain Kaun. Appar-
ently, the film brought
her so many followers,
when she got married
to Ashutosh Rana over
nineteen years ago, her

posters were exhibited
all over to his home-
town, gesturing an
open arm welcome to
their real ‘bhabhi’
(older sister-in-law).
Today, the TV pre-
senter and actress
from a multitude of
series on TV and films
who turned director, is
currently directing a
film starring Kajol,
called Tribhanga —
Tedhi Medhi Crazy,
set to release on
Netflix on 15 January.
Speaking to us exclu-
sively, Renuka shares
her experiences on di-

recting the film. “Ajay
decided to produce the
film after he’d read the
script and liked it. But
even as the producer,
he never came on the
sets as he decided to
let his wife Kajol en-
joy the process,” says
Renuka. But the jour-
ney to Tribhanga —
Tedhi Medhi Crazy
was pretty close to
what the title states —
long, arduous and a
little crazy. “After I
started writing
Tribhanga it took me
three years to trans-
form it into a proper
script. Then, when I
nearly found a pro-
ducer to take it on in
the NFDC production
market, the whole
thing fell apart in 2018,
which meant I was
back at the starting
line, pitching the story
to production houses,”
recollects Renuka. Af-
ter six years, however,
she found a producer in
Siddharth P Malhotra
who actually liked the
script.

Biopic on Colonel Narinder ‘Bull’ Kumar in the works
New Delhi, Jan 20: A
biopic on the life of
Indian soldier and
mountaineer Colonel
Narendra Kumar is in
the works. Titled Bull,
the movie has been
written by Balwinder
Singh Janjua and pro-
duced by Ramon
Chibb and Anku
Pande of Manomay
Motion Pictures.
Ramon Chibb, who’s
also the director, is an
ex-army officer be-
longing to the same
regiment as Bull
Kumar. The late

Colonel Narendra
Kumar was also the
deputy leader of the
first successful Indian
Mount Everest Expe-
dition in 1965. He
even played a pivotal
role in Operation
Meghdoot in 1984.

He died at the age of
87 in December 2020.
Speaking about helm-
ing the project,
Ramon Chibb said in
a statement, “We are
elated as a team to be
the ones to bring this
extremely amazing

story of heroism and
true leadership to the
screens soon. We are
grateful to Late Colo-
nel Narinder ‘Bull’
Kumar’s family to
trust us and give us
the responsibility to
retell his deeply in-
spiring story for cel-
luloid and give us the
opportunity to do our
part in forever com-
memorating his life
into a film reel We
currently have interest
from several studios
and look forward to
kick start this project

and let the world know
the heroic story of an
unfathomably brave,
adventurous and true
patriot.” Ramon has
previously directed
armed forces shows
for National Geo-
graphic Channel and
is the Creative Con-
sultant for all things
related to army for
Aamir Khan’s upcom-
ing Laal Singh
Chaddha. He has also
written the story and
screenplay for Fighter
starring Hrithik and
Deepika.

Divya Dutta joins Kangana Ranaut starrer Dhaakad

New Delhi, Jan 20:
Divya Dutta said that

she is looking forward
to working with

Kangana Ranaut and
Arjun Rampal, and
she is "truly exhila-
rated" to be a part of a
woman-oriented ac-
tion film, that will set
a trend. Versatile actor
Divya Dutta is all set
to share screen space
with Kangana Ranaut
and Arjun Rampal as
an ‘evil master’ in

Soham Rockstar
E n t e r t a i n m e n t ’ s
Dhaakad. Divya Duta
on Wednesday took to
social media to share
the film’s poster, giv-
ing details about her
character in the film.
She wrote, “And here
it is!! She looks men-
acing, but that doesn’t
even describe how

evil she can be! Here’s
presenting my look as
Rohini from
@sohamrockstrent’s
#Dhaakad, arriving in
cinemas on 1st Octo-
ber 2021.” Talking
about being a part of
the spy thriller, Divya
said, “When I was nar-
rated the part, it got me
very excited.
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IPL 2021 Retained and Released Players for all 8 teams
New Delhi, Jan 20:
IPL 2021 Players Re-
tention: The eight In-
dian Premier League
(IPL) teams an-
nounced the list of
players they have re-
leased and retained
ahead of the 2021 sea-
son. Wednesday
(January 20) was the
last day given to the
teams to submit their
list of roster changes.
Chennai Super Kings
(CSK) announced ear-
lier in the day Suresh
Raina and MS Dhoni
will be among those
retained while
Harbhajan Singh will
be among those to be
released. “We will re-
tain Suresh Raina and
MS Dhoni will be the
captain. Apart from
Harbhajan Singh, we
might release a few
more players,” a CSK
official told The In-
dian Express.
List of retained play-
ers: RCB: List of play-
ers retained– Virat
Kohli, AB de Villiers,
Yuzvendra Chahal,
Devdutt Padikkal,
Navdeep Saini, Wash-
ington Sundar,
Mohammed Siraj,
Kane Richardson,
Adam Zampa, Josh
Philippe, Shahbaz
Ahmed and Pavan
Deshpande.
List of players re-
leased– Aaron Finch,
Chris Morris, Isuru
Udana, Moeen Ali,
Pawan Negi,
Gurkeerat Singh
Mann, Shivam Dube,
Dale Steyn, Parthiv
Patel and Umesh
Yadav.
RR: Sanju Samson
will lead the Royals as
the captain for the very
first time in 2021.
List of players re-
tained– Sanju
Samson, Ben Stokes,
Jofra Archer, Jos
Buttler, Riyan Parag,
Shreyas Gopal, Rahul
Tewatia, Mahipal
Lomror, Kartik Tyagi,
Andrew Tye, Jaydev
Unadkat, Mayank
Markande, Yashasvi
Jaiswal, Anuj Rawat,
David Miller, Manan
Vohra, Robin
Uthappa.
List of players re-
leased-  Steve Smith,
Ankit Rajpoot,
Oshane Thomas,
Akash Singh, Varun
Aaron, Tom Curran,
Anirudha Joshi,
Shashank Singh.
DC: List of players re-
tained– Shikhar
Dhawan, Prithvi

Shaw, Ajinkya
Rahane, Rishabh Pant,
Shreyas Iyer, Axar
Patel, Amit Mishra,
Ishant Sharma, R
Ashwin, Lalit Yadav,
Harshal Patel, Avesh
Khan, Pravin Dubey,
Kagiso Rabada,
Anrich Nortje, Marcus
Stoinis, Shimron
Hetmyer, Chris
Woakes, Daniel Sams.
List of players re-
leased- Mohit Sharma,
Tushar Deshpande,
Keemo Paul, Sandeep
Lamichhane, Alex
Carey, Jason Roy.
KKR: List of players
retained– Eoin Mor-
gan, Dinesh Karthik,
Nitish Rana, Shubman
Gill, Rinku Singh,
Rahul Tripathi,
Kamlesh Nagarkoti,
Kuldeep Yadav,
Lockie Ferguson, Pat
Cummins, Prasidh
Krishna, Sandeep
Warrier, Shivam
Mavi, Varun
Chakaravarthy, Andre
Russell, Sunil Narine,
Tim Seifert.
List of players re-
leased- Tom Banton,
Chris Green, Nikhil
Naik, Siddharth M and
Siddhesh Lad
SRH: List of players
retained–  David
Warner (c), Abhishek
Sharma, Basil
T h a m p i ,
Bhuvneshwar Kumar,
Jonny Bairstow, Kane
Williamson, Manish
Pandey, Mohammad
Nabi, Rashid Khan,
Sandeep Sharma,
Shahbaz Nadeem,
Shreevats Goswami,
Siddarth Kaul,
Khaleel Ahmed, T
Natarajan, Vijay
Shankar, Wriddhiman
Saha, Abdul Samad,
Mitchell Marsh, Jason
Holder, Priyam Garg,
Virat Singh
List of players re-
leased- Sanjay Yadav,
B Sandeep, Billy
Stanlake, Fabian
Allen, Yarra Prithviraj
Our full list of retained
players for
#IPL2021!#RisersRetained
# I P L R e t e n t i o n
# O r a n g e A r m y
p i c . t w i t t e r . c o m /
JmzYoM2Zvn
— SunRisers
H y d e r a b a d
(@SunRisers) January
20, 2021
KXIP: List of players
retained– List of play-
ers retained– KL
Rahul, Chris Gayle,
Mayank Agarwal,
Nicholas Pooran,
Mandeep Singh,
Sarfaraz Khan,

Deepak Hooda,
Prabhsimran Singh,
Mohammed Shami,
Chris Jordan, Darshan
Nalkande, Ravi
Bishnoi, Murugan
Ashwin, Arshdeep
Singh, Harpreet Brar,
Ishan Porel
List of players re-
leased- Glenn Max-
well, Karun Nair,
Hardus Viljoen,
Jagadeesha Suchith,
Mujeeb ur Rahman,

Sheldon Cottrell,
Jimmy Neesham,
K r i s h n a p p a
Gowtham, Tajinder
Singh.
(More to Follow)
How the sides looked
before Wednesday:
Chennai Super Kings:
Purse balance Rs 15
lakh
Squad: MS Dhoni,
Ravindra Jadeja, M
Vijay, Narayan
Jagadeesan, Ruturaj
Gaikwad, KM Asif,
Josh Hazlewood,
Kedar Jadhav,
Harbhajan Singh,
Karn Sharma, Piyush
Chawla, Ambati
Rayudu, Suresh
Raina, Imran Tahir ,
Deepak Chahar, Faf
du Plessis, Shardul
Thakur, Mitchell
Santner, Dwayne
Bravo, Lungi Ngidi,
Sam Curran, Monu
Kumar, Shane
Watson, Sai Kishore
Mumbai Indians:
Purse balance Rs 1.95
crore
Squad: Rohit Sharma,
Sherfane Rutherford,
Suryakumar Yadav,
Anmolpreet Singh,
Chris Lynn, Saurabh
Tiwary, Dhawal
Kulkarni, Jasprit
Bumrah, Mitchell
McClenaghan, Rahul
Chahar, Trent Boult,
Mohsin Khan, Prince
Balwant Rai Singh,
Digvijay Deshmukh,
Hardik Pandya, Jayant
Yadav, Kieron Pollard,
Krunal Pandya,
Anukul Roy, Nathan
Coulter-Nile, Ishan
Kishan, Quinton de
Kock, Aditya Tare.

Royal Challengers
Bangalore: Purse bal-
ance Rs 6.4 crore
Squad: Virat Kohli,
Moeen Ali, Yuzvendra
Chahal, AB de
Villiers, Parthiv Patel,
Mohammed Siraj,
Pawan Negi, Umesh
Yadav, Gurkeerat
Mann, Devdutt
Padikkal, Shivam
Dube, Washington
Sundar, Navdeep
Saini, Aaron Finch,

Chris Morris, Joshua
Philippe, Kane
Richardson, Pavan
Deshpande, Dale
Steyn, Shahbaz
Ahamad, Isuru Udana
Kolkata Knight Rid-
ers: Purse balance Rs
8.5 crore
Squad: Andre Russell,
Dinesh Karthik, Harry
Gurney, Kamlesh
Nagarkoti, Kuldeep
Yadav, Lockie
Ferguson, Nitish
Rana, Prasidh
Krishna, Rinku Singh,
Sandeep Warrier,
Shivam Mavi,
Shubman Gill,
Siddhesh Lad, Sunil
Narine, Pat Cummins,
Eoin Morgan, Varun
Chakravarthy, Tom
Banton, Rahul
Tripathi, Chris Green,
M Siddharth, Praveen
Tambe, Nikhil Naik
Delhi Capitals: Purse
balance Rs 9 crore
Squad: Shreyas Iyer,
Prithvi Shaw, Ajinkya
Rahane, Shikhar
Dhawan, Daniel
Sams, Ishant Sharma,
Amit Mishra, Avesh
Khan, Sandeep
Lamichhane, Kagiso
Rabada, Keemo Paul,
Mohit Sharma, Lalit
Yadav, Axar Patel,
Harshal Patel, R
Ashwin, Marcus
Stoinis, Anrich Nortje,
Rishabh Pant, Alex
Carey, Shimron
Hetmyer, Tushar
Deshpande
Kings XI Punjab:
Purse balance Rs 16.5
crore
Squad: KL Rahul (c),
Chris Gayle, Mayank
Agarwal, Karun Nair,

Sarfaraz Khan,
Mandeep Singh,
Sheldon Cottrell,
Ishan Porel, Ravi
Bishnoi, Mohammed
Shami, Mujeeb ur
Rahman, Arshdeep
Singh, Hardus
Viljoen, M Ashwin, J
Suchith, Harpreet
Brar, Darshan
Nalkande, Glenn
Maxwell, James
Neesham, Chris Jor-
dan, Krishnappa

Gowtham, Deepak
Hooda, Tajinder Singh
Dhillon, Nicholas
Pooran, Prabhsimran
Singh
Sunrisers Hyderabad:
Purse balance Rs 10.1
crore
Squad: Kane
Williamson, David
Warner, Manish
Pandey, Virat Singh,
Priyam Garg, Abdul
Samad, Bhuvneshwar
Kumar, Khaleel
Ahmed, Sandeep
Sharma, Siddharth
Kaul, Billy Stanlake, T
Natarajan, Abhishek
Sharma, Shahbaz
Nadeem, Jason
Holder, Fabian Allen,
Vijay Shankar,
Mohammad Nabi,
Rashid Khan, Sanjay
Yadav, Jonny
B a i r s t o w ,
Wriddhiman Saha,
Shreevats Goswami,
Bavanaka Sandeep,
Basil Thampi
Rajasthan Royals:
Purse balance Rs.
14.75 crore
Squad: Mahipal
Lomror, Manan
Vohra, Riyan Parag,
Steve Smith, Robin
Uthappa, David
Miller, Ankit Rajpoot,
Mayank Markande,
Jofra Archer, Shreyas
Gopal, Varun Aaron,
Jaydev Unadkat,
Kartik Tyagi, Akash
Singh, Oshane Tho-
mas, Andrew Tye, Ben
Stokes, Rahul
Tewatia, Shashank
Singh, Yashasvi
Jaiswal, Anirudha
Joshi, Tom Curran,
Jos Buttler, Sanju
Samson, Anuj Rawat

BCCI likely to allow 50 percent crowd attendance for England Tests
New Delhi, Jan 20:
The BCCI brass is se-
riously contemplat-
ing allowing 50 per-
cent crowd atten-
dance at both
Chepauk and the
newly constructed
Motera Stadium dur-
ing India's upcoming
four Test matches
against England. The
first two Tests will be
held in Chennai, be-
ginning on February

5, while the next two
will be played at the
renovated stadium at
Motera in
Ahmedabad. The
BCCI is believed to
be taking a cue from
Cricket Australia
which had allowed
entry of spectators
during the India se-
ries that concluded
on Tuesday. "As of
now, we are likely to
allow 50 percent

spectators for the
four Test matches.
The BCCI is in talks
with both state
cricket associations
(TNCA and GCA)
and also state health
authorities," a senior
BCCI source told PTI
on conditions of ano-
nymity. However, the
BCCI is also factor-
ing the fluid public
health situation due
to the COVID-19

pandemic and if case
load in either Chennai
or Ahmedabad in-
creases, then the deci-
sion will change ac-
cordingly. "If you al-
low 50 percent crowd
with all necessary
precautions, then it
will be an indicator if
we can also allow
spectators during IPL
in India," the source
said. In Ahmedabad,
which can hold over

one lakh spectators,
spacing of seats to
maintain social dis-
tancing will not be an
issue. Meanwhile,
England and Wales
Cricket Board (ECB)
will name the squad
for first two Test
matches against India
on Thursday. This is
the first time that a
touring team is not
naming a squad for
full away series keep-

ing the workload
management of its
players in mind. The
fact that Chennai and
Ahmedabad will have
two separate bio-
bubbles and the teams
will travel by char-
tered flight within the
country may also be
the reason that  En-
gland, like the Indian
team, decided to
name its squad for
two Tests.

Harbhajan says IPL contract with CSK has ended

New Delhi, Jan 20:
Veteran Indian off-
spinner Harbhajan
Singh on Wednesday
said his contract with
IPL franchise
Chennai Super Kings
has ended, bringing to
a conclusion his
"wonderful" two-year
stint with the side.
The 40-year-old spin-
ner revealed this
ahead of next month's
IPL auction and hours
before the list of re-
tained players for the
upcoming edition is
announced. "As my
contract comes to an
end with

@ChennaiIPL, playing
for this team was a great
experience. .Beautiful
memories made
&some great friends
which I will remem-
ber fondly for years to
come..Thank you
@ChennaiIPL, man-
agement, staff and
fans for a wonderful
2years.. All the best,"
Harbhajan tweeted.
He was part of the
CSK team that won
the Indian Premier
League title in 2018,
coming back after a
two-year suspension.
Harbhajan was one of
the two CSK players,

along with Suresh
Raina, who chose to
skip the 13th edition
of the IPL in the UAE
last year, held in a bio-
secure bubble amid
the COVID-19 pan-
demic. Raina, though,
had to rush home af-
ter a tragedy in the
family. In the 2019
season, Harbhajan
picked up 16 wickets
from 11 games at an
average of 19.5. In
160 IPL matches,
Harbhajan has 150
wickets at an average
of 26.44 and an
economy rate of 7.05.
In the international
arena, he has to his
credit 417 Test wick-
ets, 269 ODI scalps
and 25 dismissals in
T20Is. Harbhajan last
played for India dur-
ing the T20 World
Cup in 2016 and has
featured in 103 Tests,
236 ODIs and 28
T20Is. The IPL trad-
ing window for the
franchises closes on
February 4.

Biggest moment
of my life: Pant
Brisbane, Jan 20: Af-
ter playing a key role
in India’s breathtaking
and successful run
chase in the series-de-
ciding fourth Test
against Australia,
Rishabh Pant on Tues-
day called the historic
win as the “biggest
moment” of his life.
“This is one of the big-
gest moments of my
life now, and I’m
happy that all the sup-
port staff and all my
teammates supported
me even when I wasn’t
playing,” Pant said at
the post-match presen-
tation ceremony. India
did not play Pant in
either the preceding
ODI or the T20 series.
But the young
wicketkeeper-batsman
made an impression in
the Test series, playing
a combative 97-run
knock in the second
innings in Sydney and
again here on Tuesday.
“It’s been a dream se-
ries. The team man-
agement always backs
me and tells me, you
are a match-winner
and you have to go
win the match for the
team. I keep thinking
every day that I want
to win matches for In-
dia, and I did it today,”
Pant said.

HS Prannoy upsets Christie in Thailand Open
Bangkok, Jan 20: In-
dian shuttler H S
Prannoy showed nerves
of steel to stun world
number seven Jonatan
Christie and enter the
men’s singles second
round at the Toyota
Thailand Open Super
1000 tournament on
Wednesday. A former
top-10 player, Prannoy
recovered from a game
down to outwit sixth
seed Christie 18-21 21-
16 23-21 in a thrilling

contest that clocked an
hour and 15 minutes. It
is Prannoy’s first win
against the Indonesian
in last four attempts.
Prannoy, who had
failed to complete the
job after doing all the
hard work against
Malaysia’s Lee Zii Jia
last week, seemed de-
termined to never give
up. His stroke-play was
a treat to watch. The 28-
year-old from Kerala
had spent two weeks
stressing over his physi-
cal and mental health
after being down with
COVID-19 nearly two

months ago. The infec-
tion left him with pain
in his ribcage even
though everything
looked normal in the
tests. He could resume
training only in the sec-
ond week of December
but again had to go
through the ordeal of a
false positive result
ahead of the Yonex
Thailand Open last
week. “I’m proud of my
win today. I haven’t
practised the last few

days and my rib was
hurting. Probably
there’s a muscle inflam-
mation because I was
coughing a lot when I
had COVID,” said
Prannoy, who will next
take on Malaysia’s
Daren Liew. “Today I
just wanted to stay in
there as there were no
expectations. “I had a
fall when he had match
point and hurt my left
shoulder. I felt it was
dislocated but it went
back into place. Right
now it’s ok but it might
start hurting again after
a while.”
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Honda 2Wheelers India celebrates 32nd National Road Safety MonthL&T Construction Wins (Large) Contractsfor its Power
Transmission & Distribution Business in Bangladesh

OFFICE OF THE NOTIFIED AREA COUNCIL, JUNAGARH
No. 99/NAC(J), Dated 16.01.2021

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST (EOI)

Expression of lnterest in sealed covers are invited from the in-

tending CAG empanelled Charted Firms for finalization of books of
accounts, reconciliation of specific entries appearing in books of ac-

counts & audit from 2013-14 to 2O19-20 for Notified Area Council,

Junagarh. The EOI should reach before the undersigned through Regd
Post/ Speed Post up to 1.00 P.M. of 28.01.2021 and the same will be

opened at 3.00P.M in the office chamber of the Executive Officer NAC

Junagarh in presence of the authorized person of the concerned firm
who wish to remain present. The authority shall not be held respon-

sible for missing of delay in receiving of EOI beyond specific period.

The authority reserves the rights to reject any or all EOI without
assi8ning any reason thereof. The EOI details can be downloaded from

the dfficial website of this NAC i.e.(www.junagarhnac.in).
Sd/- Executive Officer,

N.A.C, Junagarh

n Honda 2Wheelers India kick-starts month-

long special digital road safety awareness

modules across India

n Road Safety e-Gurukul to educate all age

groups – from kids to adults, new riders to

skill-up of existing riders

n Thousands to take the road safety pledge

across Honda’s 12 Traffic Training Parks,

6 SDECs, 6,300+ network

(A.O. Bureau)
Bhubaneswar, Jan 19:
Honda Motorcycle &
Scooter India Pvt. Ltd.
announced its 360O road
safety awareness initia-
tive for the 32nd Na-
tional Road Safety
Month (NRSM), which
started nation-wide from
yesterday under the
‘Sadak Suraksha Jeevan
Raksha’ theme set by
Ministry of Road Trans-
port and Highways
(MoRTH). Aiming for a
collision-free society
with Safety for All on the
road, Honda will accel-
erate its efforts to educate
citizens; both digitally
through its unique
Honda Road Safety e-
Gurukul and via its
offline trainings across
India. In Bhubaneswar,
Honda has educated 1.73
lac+ kids & adults
through regular activities
at Children’s Traffic
Training Park located at
Chandrashekharpur. In
the new normal of
COVID-19, Honda has
digitally trained over
12,000 citizens of
Bhubaneswar since
May’20. This national
road safety month,
Honda will enhance the

retention of road safety
awareness through age-
appropriate 7 online
training modules (Good
Samaritans Law, Motor
Vehicle Awareness Act,
Pedestrian Safety Aware-
ness & Golden Rules for
Road Safety for all age
group; Road Engineer-
ing and Vehicle Health
Check-ups & Docu-
ments for adults and
School Bus Commuta-
tion exclusively for bus
drivers & conductors). In
Cuttack, Honda has edu-
cated more than 94,000
kids & adults through
regular activities at
Children’s Traffic Train-
ing Park located at CDA
Chowk. In the new nor-
mal of COVID-19,
Honda has digitally
trained over 9,800 citi-
zens of Cuttack since
May’20. This national
road safety month,
Honda will enhance the
retention of road safety
awareness through age-
appropriate 7 online
training modules (Good
Samaritans Law, Motor
Vehicle Awareness Act,
Pedestrian Safety Aware-
ness & Golden Rules for
Road Safety for all age
group; Road Engineer-

ing and Vehicle Health
Check-ups & Docu-
ments for adults and
School Bus Commuta-
tion exclusively for bus
drivers & conductors).
Honda’s 360-degree
awareness drive will
educate all age groups on
healthy road practices.
Learner license appli-
cants & traffic rule vio-
lators will learn about
traffic rules & road dis-
cipline through class-
room training sessions at
Honda’s Safety Driving
Education Centers
(SDECs) in 6 cities. At
the same time, Honda’s
12 traffic training parks
across 11 cities will digi-
tally harness the Power
of 7 to citizens in col-
laboration with various
State Governments,
schools, colleges and
corporates across India.
This will be supple-
mented by more than
6,300 Honda’s sales and

service outlets who will
educate Honda’s two-
wheeler customers in
1000+ towns and cities
across India. Further tak-
ing this initiative ahead,
Honda will also conduct
an online road safety
awareness quiz for its
internal associates across
its 1000+ dealers, 4
manufacturing plants, 17
zonal offices, 5 regional

offices and its head of-
fice. Speaking on the oc-
casion, Mr. Prabhu
Nagaraj – Senior Vice
President, Brand &
C o m m u n i c a t i o n ,
Honda Motorcycle &
Scooter India Pvt. Ltd.
said, “For 20 years,
Honda has been aggres-
sively working towards
its vision of ‘Safety for
Everyone’ on roads.

(A.O. Bureau)
Mumbai, Jan 20: The
Power Transmission
& Distribution Busi-
ness of Larsen &
Toubro has won a slew
of Transmission Line
orders in Bangladesh.
The scope of these
packages involves De-
sign, Supply, Installa-
tion, Testing and
Commissioning of
Extra High Voltage
Transmission Lines on
turnkey basis. A fast-
growing economy in
the region, Bangladesh

hasembarked on a
programme to alleviate
infrastructure deficien-
cies and upgrade its
power system to sus-
tain the growth. To ca-
ter to the power de-
mand in emerging load
centers and the Greater
Dhaka region, several
projects are afoot in-
cluding construction of
the country's first
nuclear power plant.

"As Bangladesh aims
to achieve universal
electricity access this
year, the enhancement
of power transfer ca-
pacity will improve
the reliability and ef-
ficiency of the
country's grid and fa-
cilitate integrated de-
velopment of its capi-
tal and the economic
growth centers. These
projects also will give
a fillip to the cross-
border electricity
trade. The recent wins
strengthen the leader-

ship position of our
business that caters to
Power Transmission &
Distribution and
Renewables EPC
projects in the region",
said Mr. T. Madhava
Das, Whole-Time Di-
rector & Senior Execu-
tive Vice President
(Utilities). L&T's
Power Transmission
and Distribution busi-
ness vertical is a lead-

ing EPC player in the
field of power trans-
mission & distribution
and renewable energy.
It offers integrated so-
lutions and end-to-end
services, ranging from
design, manufacture,
supply, installation and
commissioning of
transmission lines,
substations, under-
ground cable net-
works, distribution net-
works, power quality
improvement projects,
infrastructure electrifi-
cation, fiber-optic
backbone infrastruc-
ture, solar photovoltaic
(PV) plants including
floating solar, battery

energy storage sys-
tems, mini / micro
grid projects and re-
lated digital solu-
tions. Besides being a
dominant player in
the Indian subconti-
nent, the business en-
joys a significant
share and a strong
reputation in the
SAARC, Middle
East, Africa and the
ASEAN regions.

Preventive Maintenance System For Rolling Stocks Installed At Belsonda, Boinda & Brundamal

dition, and Axle Tem-
perature etc., of the
trains. In this system,
the proximity sensors
are installed on the
wayside stations de-
tects the presence of in-
coming trains. The
temperature sensors

measure the tempera-
ture of axles. It com-
pares the temperature
record of each Axle
with the reference tem-
perature which is set in
the system. If the mea-
sured temperature ex-
ceeds the set tempera-

ture, system generates
alarm to the control of-
fice on real time basis.
Based on it, the control
may take the necessary
action. The main func-
tion of the system is to
receive the data from
sensor, send the data to

the microcontroller
unit, to web cloud
server from the main
server. This will show
as a live data displayed
at Control Room. The
data can be viewed and
monitored through
computer as well as
through mobile. This
System will generate
‘SMS’ as well as email
alert and generate “Vi-
sual Alarm” in the
main display screen.
This system will pre-
vent any enroute fail-
ure of rolling stock,
which if happens, leads
to disruption of traffic
and loss of punctuality
for passenger trains.
BY this system, once a
high temperature is de-
tected, the particular
wagon or coach will be
detached at the nearest
station.

(A.O. Bureau)
Sambalpur, Jan 20:
Preventive mainte-
nance of rolling stock
is a need and necessity
of the hour. In this con-
cept, the fault is de-
tected before the actual
occurrence of failure.
An alarm is generated
by this system which is
about to fail. Necessary
action is taken imme-
diately before the ac-
tual failure. This en-
sures safe running of
trains. East Coast Rail-
way has installed “Hot
Axle Box Detection
System” at Belsonda,
Boinda & Brundamal
Stations over
Sambalpur Division.
This is a system based
on sensors which gath-
ers information on
Rolling Stock condi-
tions like Bearing con-

Tata Power Electricity Department has held a hearing in Kansar Panchayat
(A.O. Bureau)
Kendrapara, Jan 20:
The Kendrapara Tata
Electricity Department
on Wednesday orga-
nized a power griev-
ance redressal camp at
Kansar Gram
Panchayat in favor of
Ichhapur Section -2
Office.  The arrears of
the electricity bill of this

section, usually in the
name of the electricity
user, have been
amended and resolved.
The camp was attended
by Ichhapur Section
Officers Junior Engi-
neers Abhay Kumar
Das, Umakant Sethi,
Bijay Behera, Priyanka
Swain, Chandan
Kumar Barik, Maya

Govind Pati who
amended the bill which
found fault with elec-
tricity consumers.
Abhay Kumar Das,
junior engineer of the
section office, inquired
about the various prob-
lems of electricity con-
sumers and promised to
resolve them as soon as
Possible.


