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Flve Online Serv1ces Of Odisha’s WCD And M1ss1on Shakr Deptt Roll

Bhubaneswar, Feb 25:
As part of the Odisha
government’s ST initia-
tive, Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik today
launched five online ser-
vices of the Women and
Child Development and
Mission Shakti Depart-
ment. The initiatives
which were launched
are 1) ‘Mo-Chhatua
App’ for streamlining
supply chain manage-
ment of Take Home
Ration (Chhatua), 2) e-
Kalika, an application for
monitoring creches for
children under three 3)
‘Mo Sishu portal’,acom-
prehensive web based
information management
and monitoring system
exclusively for child pro-
tection services, 4)
‘MAMATA App &
MIS’, making the flag-
ship conditional cash
transfer benefit scheme
for pregnant women
hassle-free, paperless
and citizen centric and 5)
‘e-manadeya’ portal, for

seamless, paperless
transfer of honorarium to
1, 34,758 AWWs, mini
anganwadi workers and
helpers. Also, the WCD
Department entered into
atechnical collaboration
with the Central Food
Technological Research
Institute (CFTRI) forim-
proving the quality of the
Take Home Ration
(THR)including testing of
samples of THR and hot
cooked meals, mentoring
THR producing women
self help groups and ca-
pacity building of ICDS
functionaries and women
SHG The Indian Coun-
cil of Medical Research
—Regional Medical Re-
search Centre also signed
an agreement with the
department to conduct
annual nutrition survey.
The department signed a
technical collaboration
with UNICEF on capac-
ity building of the Odisha
State Child Protection
Society to strengthen the
capacities of the statutory

bodies, service delivery
structures and care giv-
ers under the State Child
Protection Scheme and
with World Food
Programme for technical
support for fortification.
1. Mo-Chhatua app: * An
app for real-time moni-
toring of end-to-end pro-
cess of preparation of
THR and ts supply chain
management. ® Tracking
of status of indenting,
work-order generation,
procurement, produc-
tion, inspection, supply,
distribution and invoicing
and payment to SHGs.
Dashboards to help as-
sess performance at vari-
ous levels and suggestin-
terventions. Alerts are
sent in case of time over
un.

2.e-Kalikaapp: * An app
forreal-time monitoring of
functioning of the creches,
track infrastructure and
health& nutrition of every
child. e Data for effective
planning, result-driven
programme evaluation,

etc,” the letter
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Bhubaneswar,
Feb 25: In view of
the nationwide
‘bandh’ call given
by the Confed-
eration of All In-

dia Traders
(CAIT) tomor-
row, the Odisha

government today
directed the dis-
trict administra-
tions to take pre-
ventive measures
to maintain law
and order. Special

Secretary of
Home depart-
ment, Santosh

Bala in a letter to

District Collec-
tors and Magis-
trates also asked
the district admin-
istrations to en-
sure essential ser-
vices are not af-
fected due to the
strike. “It is ap-
prehended that
activists may stop
vehicular traffic,
rail traffic and
close down busi-
ness establish-
ments and picket
before govern-
ment offices,
banks and educa-
tional institutions,

read. Worth men-
tioning, the Con-
federation of All

India Traders
(CAIT) gave call
for a ‘Bharat

Bandh’ on Febru-
ary 26 from 6 AM
to 6 PM demand-
ing simplification
of GST. The
O d i s h a
Byabasayee
Mahasangha ex-
tended its support
to the ‘bandh’
call. As many as
20 lakh business
establishments in
the State are
likely to remain
shut tomorrow
due to the strike.
The association
urged business-
men to close
shops and markets
during the bandh.

activity monitoring and
overall programme
implementation.

3.Mo Sishu Portal: «Itis
auser friendly, web-en-
abled information man-
agement and monitoring
system exclusively for
Child Protection Services
(CPS)under ST initiative
* For a hassle free, pa-
per less smooth monitor-
ing of the scheme in CCI
(Child Care Institutions)
including standards of
care tracking, ranking
and intime fund reim-
bursement. * It enables
multiple child protection
stakeholders like Juvenile
Justice Board (JJBs),
Child Welfare Committee
(CWCs), Special Juve-
nile Police Unit (SJPUs)
District Child Protection
Unit (DCPU) and Child
Care Institutions (CCls)
for systematic reporting
and centralized recording.
* Enables service provid-
ers to take informed de-
cisions and actions to
strengthen child protec-

tion mechanism in the
state.

4. Mamata App and
MIS: e Citizen centric
app based MIS for reg-
istration of pregnant and
lactating women for a
hassle free, paperless en-
titlement of Rs. 5000 un-
der MAMATA flagship
scheme. * Transfer of
maternity benefit directly
to the beneficiary ac-
count. * Aadhar based
authentication of benefi-
ciaries in MIS.

5. e-Manadeya App: *
For seamless, paperless,
transparent monitoring
and tracking of payment
of honorarium to the
AWWs, mini anganwadi
workers and helpers. ®
On time transfer of hono-
rarium to 134758
AWWs, mini anganwadi
workers and helpers.
Collaboration with
CFTRI for improvement
of Take Home Ration:
A technical collaboration
for improving the quality
of THR; testing of
samples of THR and Hot
Cooked Meals
(HCMs), mentoring
THR producing Women
Self Help Groups
(WSHGs) and capacity
building of ICDS func-
tionaries & WSHGs.
Collaboration with United
Nations World Food
Programme (UNWFP):
* Framework for coop-
eration between the De-
partment and WFP for
improving the quality of
THR and integrating for-
tified staples into the
HCM and THR e Putting
in place Social Behaviour

Covid: Thermal Sereening Mandatory For
Passengers ACRy Saton, Arorts n Odisha

Bhubaneswar, Feb 25:
Amid reports of sudden
rise in Covid-19 cases in
many states of the country,
the Odisha government
today directed district ad-
ministrations, Municipal
Commissioners, Airport
Directors and the East
Coast Railways to make
arrangements for thermal
screening of all passengers
and on-site Rapid Antigen
Testof those symptomatic.
Additional Chief Secretary
PK Mohapatra, inaletter,
asked the authorities toun-
dertake thermal screening
of passengers disembark-

ing atairports and railways
stations coming from 12
states, namely
Maharashtra, Kerala,
Telangana, Chhattisgarh,
West Bengal, Punjab,
Delhi, Chandigarh,
Madhya Pradesh, Tamil
Nadu, Karnataka and
Andhra Pradesh. If any
passenger is found having
symptoms or fever will be
tested by the Rapid Anti-
gen Test on site. If found
positive, the concerned
passenger willbe putiniso-
lation and treated as per the
protocol, the letter men-
tioned.

Change Communication
(SBCC) strategy forim-
proving nutrition prac-
tices.

Collaboration with
ICMR-RMRC: * Annual
nutrition survey to gener-
ate yearly estimate of the
prevalence of maternal,
child and adolescent un-
der nutrition. ® Track in-
cremental progressinkey
nutrition indicators; ®
Availability of disaggre-
gated nutrition data upto
block level and beyond,
on an annual basis and to
help target geographies
and communities; ® Aid
decision making for ad-
ditional interventions in
such areas; Identify nutri-
tion sensitive interventions
required from other con-
vergent Departments; ®
Assistin assessing uptake
of services & entitlements
and it’s improvement;
Create awareness at
community level on vari-
ous services and entitle-
ments provisioned for
them.

MoU with UNICEF on
capacity building of
OSCPS: e Capacity
building of Statutory
Bodies, Service Deliv-
ery Structures and
Care Givers under
child protection
scheme. ¢ Provide
technical support and
promote alternative
care forms with
handholding support to
the practitioners , de-
velop various Standard
Operating Procedures
* Assist in strengthen-
ing MIS, IEC activity
and documentation
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Bhubaneswar, Feb
25: In view of the
upsurge in Covid-
19 cases in 12
S t ate s -
Maharashtra,
Kerala, Telengana,
Chattisgarh, West
Bengal, Punjab,
Delhi, Chandigarh,
Madhya Pradesh,
Tamilnadu,
Karnataka, and
Andhra Pradesh,
the Health & Fam-

ily Welfare Depart-
ment of the Odisha
government has de-
cided to enhance
surveillance in the
State to prevent a
resurgence of Covid
cases. Additional
Chief Secretary,
Health & Family
Welfare Depart-
ment P K
Mohapatra today
wrote a letter to all
Collectors, Munici-
pal Commissioners,
Director Biju
Patnaik Interna-
tional Airport,
Bhubaneswar, Di-
rector Jharsuguda

Airport and Gen-
eral Manager (Op-
erations), [East
Coast Railways to
screen disembark-
ing passengers at
airports and railway
stations from or
through the afore-
mentioned States by
thermal screening
and conduct on-site
Rapid Antigen Test
of those found hav-
ing symptoms or fe-

ver. If found posi-
tive, they will be put
in isolation and
treated as per pro-
tocol, the letter
added. The letter
has requested the
aforementioned au-
thorities to make
necessary arrange-
ments for thermal
screening of all pas-
sengers and on-site
RAT testing of symp-
tomatic passengers
disembarking from
trains/flights arriving
from the identified
high-risk States to
prevent the spread
of Covid-19.
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Bhubaneswar, Feb 25:
The State Assembly on
Thursday witnessed pan-
demonium during Zero
Hour after the leader of the
Congress Legislature Party
Narasingha Mishraraised
the Kotia controversy and
farmers’ issueinthe House.
While Congress MLLAs
continued to create ruckus
in the House on these is-
suesalleging govemment’s
failure, Mishraalleged that
the steps taken by the gov-
emment toresolve the bor-
derissuesisjusteyewash.
The government should
convene anall-party meet-
ing to discuss the matter.
Besides, leaders cutting
across the party lines
should visit the border ar-
eas and discuss with resi-
dents regarding their prob-
lems. Apart from this, gov-
ernment should boost the
morale of the officers
working inborder districts.
He also grilled the govern-
ment by raising Mandi
problemsindifferent areas

across the State. “Even as
the discussion on border
dispute and mandiissuesis
over, the government failed
to give satisfactory an-
swers. Farmers want to
sell their paddy, but gov-
emmentisrefusing tobuy.
So, farmers’ issues have
remained unsolved,”
Mishra said. Senior BJP
legislator Jaynarayan
Mishraalsocamedownon
the government for not pur-
chasing paddy from farm-
ersresulting inmassive un-
rest across the State, es-
pecially inthe westemn bellt.
“The govemmenthas failed
in addressing border is-
sues as well as the farm-
ers’ problem. Quintals of

paddy are piled up in
front of several mandis
across the State. Farm-
ers are spending sleepless
night at the procurement
centres. But, it has little
impact on the govern-
ment. Similarly, border
issues with West Bengal
and Chhattisgarh have
surfaced at a time when
dispute with Andhra
Pradesh has remained
unsolved,” the BIPMLA
said. BJD MLA Anant
Das said, “Tfeel that there
isno problemin conven-
ing an all-party meeting to
discuss border issues.
But, we have a House
committee which is look-
ing into the matter.”
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DMK-Congress

leaders meet to discuss about how o loot: PM Modiin Chennai R0 chief advocates “Akhand Bharat' says Pakistan
since partitioned from India

Chennai, Feb 25: At-
tacking the DMK-Con-
gress alliance in poll-
bound Tamil Nadu,
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi Thurs-
day said a meeting of
DMK and Congress
leaders in Tamil Nadu
would be like a ““corrup-
tion hackathon” and
their leaders often meet
only to discuss “how to
loot”. Addressing a huge
gathering at
Coimbatore, Modi said
the nation is seeing two
distinct styles of politics
these days.
“Misgovernance with
corruption by the oppo-
sition, and governance
with compassion by
NDA. Both are very dif-
ferent,” Modi said. He
said what matters to the
Opposition is their per-
sonal gains to “fill up

their pockets”. “Those
who are with the most
innovative ideas (to loot)
are given posts in minis-
tries. Opposition style of
politics is based on bul-
lying and harassment.
Whenever DMK comes
to power, they promote
a strong man culture. In
every district, they have
anti-social elements who
trouble innocent citizens.
Their party leaders ex-
tort money. Do you
know who suffers the
most in such a culture?
It is the women of Tamil
Nadu. Entire Tamil
Nadu knows how
DMK treated Amma
Jayalalithaa Ji,” Modi
said. PM Modi said the
DMK has lost the right
to be called as a party
of the entire Tamil Nadu
because “last time they
won a majority was 25

long years ago”. Both
the Congress and DMK
suffer from internal
problems, he said. “Both
try to launch and re-
launch their family mem-
bers. There is a continu-
ous family drama there.
DMK and Congress are
so busy with their inter-
nal matters, so they can-
not deliver good gover-
nance. But the NDA
family is united. We have
only one aim; welfare of
Tamil Nadu and welfare
of Tamil people,” Modi
said. Modi’s speech, as
usual, lauded the Tamil
language and culture. He
recalled the legacy of
Tamil soil that nurtured
great thinkers, scholars,
freedom fighters and fa-
mous temples. Calling
Tamil one of the oldest
languages in the world,
he said there will be
technical and medical
courses introduced soon
in the local language it-
self. Listing out a num-
ber of central govern-
ment schemes and citing
the cordial relationship
between the state and
Centre, Modi said how
the NDA and AIADMK
governments have
worked together is a
classic example of co-
operative federalism.
“We worked together
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Maharashtra, Feb 25:
Thombare and other pri-

vate millers had initially
estimated 108 lakh

tonnes of sugar produc-
tion, which has now been
revised to 102 lakh
tonnes. “This is mainly
due to lower than ex-
pected yield, especially in
Solapur and
Ahmednagar,” he said.
As Maharashtra’s sugar-
cane crushing season en-
tersits lastleg, sugar pro-

duction is expected to be
102 lakh tonnes, accord-
ing to industry estimates,
as against the 95 lakh

tonnes estimate put forth
by the sugar commis-
sioner. Bhairavnath B
Thombare, president of
West Indian Sugar Mills
Association (WISMA),
the umbrella body of pri-
vate millers in the state,
said they arrived at the
102 lakh tonnes figure
after deliberation on

Thursday. “Already, mills
in Solapur have started
closing and more mills
will end their seasonin the
days to come. We ex-
pect mills in Ahmednagar
and Marathwada to end
operations in March,” he
said. Mills in Kolhapur,
Pune, Satara and Sangli
are expected to finish
operation by end of
April. Till date, the state
has produced 82 lakh
tonnes of sugar.
Thombare and other pri-
vate millers had initially
estimated 108 lakh
tonnes of sugar produc-
tion, which has now been
revised to 102 lakh
tonnes. “This is mainly
due to lower than ex-
pected yield, especially in
Solapur and
Ahmednagar,” he said.

for the benefit of
people,” he said.
Coimbatore being the
hub of small businesses
and industries, Modi
said small business men
and small farmers are
given the top most pri-
ority by his government.
He said some 25000
MEMEs in Coimbatore
alone benefited from the
Centre’s credit line guar-
antee scheme. He said
over 12 lakh houses
have been sanctioned in
Tamil Nadu alone under
Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana and that 14 Lakh
rural households will get
tap water with the help
of Jal Jeevan mission
soon. PM Modi
launches several devel-
opmental projects in
Coimbatore Neyveli
New Thermal Power
Project and a 709 MW
solar power project for
four southern Tamil
Nadu districts were
among the number of
projects Prime Minister
Narendra Modi inaugu-
rated in Coimbatore on
Thursday. A
modernisation project of
the Bhavani Sagar dam to
irrigate up to two lakh
acres of land in Erode,
Tirupur and Karur was
another key projecthe in-
augurated on Thursday in

The Union Minister aud the

(A.O. Bureau)

Mathura, Feb 25:
Sadhvi Ritambharaji's
Batsalya Gram

Dibyang‘‘Union Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan
said on the occasion of
laying the foundation
stone of the school
‘Baishistyam’ to be built
for Dibyang students in
Mathura on Thursday
that it has shown re-
sponsibility and
kinship.“Mr. Pradhan
said that during the re-
cent laying of the foun-
dation stone of the
Shriram Temple, Pujya
Sarsanghachalak spoke
about making the soci-
ety a Ramayana
Ayodhya. Similarly,
Sadhvi Ritambhara's
Batsalyagram is an ex-
ample of the Ramayana

poll-bound Tamil Nadu.
While the 1000 mw
Neyveli New Thermal
Power Projectis at a cost
of Rs 7800 crore, about
65% of power generated
inthis project will be given
to Tamil Nadu and re-
maining will be shared
among neighbouring
states including
Puducherry, Kerala,
Karnataka, Andhra
Pradesh and Telangana.
The solar project, ata cost
of Rs 3000 crores, is be-
ing established over an
area of 2670 acres of
land in four districts. In-
augurating the 8-laning of
Korampallam Bridge and
Rail over Bridge (ROB)
at VOC portin Tuticorin,
Modi said it will further
strengthen cargo handling
facility of the port, A
cargo management cen-
tre near Sriperumbudur
near Chennai, 4144 ten-
ements built in Turupur,
Madurai and Trichy re-
gions ata cost of Rs 332
crore cost for the home-
less were among the key
projects Modi inaugu-
rated in Coimbatore on
Thursday. Governor
Banwarilal Purohit, Chief
Minister Edappadi K
Palaniswami and deputy
CM O Panneerselvam
were present at the
event.

society, following the
mythology and civiliza-
tion of India.“He added
that the foundation stone
for the Dibyang Resi-
dential School and Re-
habilitation Training
Center for the Dibyang

Hyderabad, Feb 25:
Advocating the need
for’ Akhand Bharat” (un-
divided India), RSS chief
Mohan Bhagwat on
Thursday said countries
such as Pakistan which
broke away from India
are now in distress.
Speaking at a book
launch here, Bhagwat
said “Akhand Bharat is
possible through “‘Hindu
Dharma’ but not through
force. “There is aneed to
make glorious “Akhand
Bharat” for the welfare of
the universe. That’s why
there is aneed to awaken
patriotism....as trun-
cated India has aneed to
be united (once again), all
the divided parts of In-
dia which no longer call
themselves as India, they
need more,” he said.
Stressing that the concept
of “Akhand Bharat” is
possible, Bhagwat said

foundation stone of
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In distress ever

some people had ex-
pressed serious doubts
before the partition of the
country whether it would
be divided, but it hap-
pened. “If you ask six
months before the parti-
tion of this country, no-
body would have
guessed. People asked
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru
that there was a new
topic coming up about
the formation of Paki-
stan.” “What is it? (Re-
plying to that) he said that
it (the partition) was a
dream of fools,” the RSS
chief said. According to
him, Lord Wavell (during
British rule) also said in
British Parliament that
God has made India one
and who is going to di-
videit. “Butultimately it
(partition) happened.
What seemed to be im-
possible happened, so it
cannot be ruled out that
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children under Sadhvi

Ritambhara's
Paramashakti Peetha
service project in col-
laboration with the CSR
of ONGC, a state-
owned oil and gas com-
pany, was laid at

Time for Bua-Bhattja govt to go, Bengal needs vaccine against tolabajt; JP Nadda

Kolkata, Feb 25: With
‘Bua-Bhatija” jibe, BJP
national president JP
Nadda on Thursday at-
tacked Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee and
her nephew Abhishek
Banerjee, saying the
people of West Bengal
need a vaccine against
“cut money” and
“tolabaji” (extortion).
Nadda, who addressed
arally after launching the
party’s manifesto cam-
paign in Kolkata, said:
“Yesterday, Mamata ji
said that she wants Prime
Minister’s help to pro-
cure Covid-19 vaccines
so that she can make
them available free of
cost to the people before
the Assembly polls. The
Centre has already said
that those above the age

of 60 will get free vac-
cines. Those who are
above 45 and have
comorbidity will also get
it. But Bengal needs a
vaccine against cut
money and tolabaji, and
BJP will make arrange-
ments for it after coming
topower.” “The time has
come to send the
Mamata Banerjee for
aaram (rest) and bring a
BJP government which
will be engaged in kaam
(work) for the develop-
ment of the state. Time
has come to bid goodbye
to the Bua-Bhatija (aunt-
nephew) government,”
he said at the party’s
Parivartan Yatra in
Barrackpore. Before
taking part in the Yatra,
which he had flagged off
from Nabadwip in Nadia

district on February 6,
Nadda launched the
party’s ‘Lokkho Sonar
Bangla’ manifesto
crowdsourcing campaign
in Kolkata. “West Ben-
gal is at the crossroads.
It has to decide whether
it wants development or
the culture of corruption
and cut money. For the
state’s development, we

need a double-engine
government — BJP gov-
ernment both at the Cen-
tre and the state,”” he said
at the launch of the mani-
festo campaign. “The
Lokkho Sonar Bangla
campaign will begin on
March 3 and continue till
March 30. We are aim-
ing to reach out to more
than two crore people

across all 294 Assembly
constituencies. There will
be 30,000 suggestion
boxes, and people can
also give suggestions on
BJP’s manifesto digitally.
We want suggestions
from common people in
our endeavour to build a
Sonar Bangla,” Nadda
said. “‘The campaign aims
to free the state from

corruption, coal smug-
gling syndicate raj and cut
money culture. West
Bengal has a lot of po-
tential which been cur-
tailed over the years due
to vested political inter-
ests. We want to bring
back the glorious days of
the state,” he added. The
BJP leader said the
party’s manifesto will fo-
cus on the socio-eco-
nomic empowerment of
the Matua community,
women and youths. He
also promised to imple-
ment the Seventh Pay
Commission in the state
if BJPis voted to power.
“We will take Bengal to
new heights by following
the teachings and ideals
of Swami Vivekananda,
Rabindranath Tagore
and others,” he said.

Batsalyagram
Vrindavan.*“This unique
center reflects the joys
of India's Vedic rituals,
asceticism and altruism.
Mr. Pradhan thanked
Batsalyagram for a holy
program in Vrindavan,

“Akhand Bharat” which
may seem to be impos-
sible, will not
happen..because, there
is a need for Akhand
Bharat,” he said.
Bhagwat said separated
regions of India which
don’t call themselves as
Bharat any longer, for
them it is much more a
necessity of reuniting
with “Bharat”. According
to him, there is unhappi-
ness in the terrains of
“Akhand Bharat” which
now do not call them-
selves as Bharat. “There
is unhappiness. They did
all they could, but did not
find any remedy. And
remedy is only one which
is reunification (with
Bharat) and all their
problems will get re-
solved.” ““We talk of unit-
ing them, not to suppress
them. When we talk of
“Akhand Bharat” our in-
tention is not with power
(to achieve it) but to unite
through dharma which s
‘Sanatan’ (eternal) which
is humanity’s dharma and
of the entire world and
today itis called as Hindu
dharma,” the RSS chief
said. “Gandhar became
Afghanistan. Is there
peace and tranquility in
Afghanistan since then?
Pakistan was formed.

Dibyang Vidyalaya Vaishstyam in Mathura

this holy land of love and
charity.“In this sanctuary
of love and devotion,
the special center will
play a key role in em-
powering children with
disabilities due to physi-
cal and mental disabili-
ties, justifying the re-
sponsibility and kinship
of society towards chil-
dren with disabilities.*
"Not only this ashram but
everyone in the society
has to take responsibility
for the disabled and vul-
nerable children in their
own system," he
said.““On the occasion of
laying the foundation
stone of the Baishistyam
Center, Mr. Pradhan en-
joyed spending time with
the Dibyang children’s
Bihangam cultural pro-

gram.

Owaist slams TMC govt for not
allowing his rally in Kolkata

Hyderabad, Feb 25:
AIMIM chief Asaduddin
Owaision Thursday blasted
the Kolkata Police for ‘de-
nying’ permissionforhisrally
inthepoll-bound West Ben-
gal capital and mocked at
ruling TMC MPsfortalking
aboutdemocracy in Parlia-
ment. The Hyderabad MP,
whose party has decided to

contest the pollsin the east-
emstate, claimedpermission
was denied for the rally
scheduledfor Thursday with-
outassigninganyreason. He
said the TMC MPs in Par-
liamentuse ‘flowery’ terms
such as democracy and
freedom of speech, but it
doesnotreflectatthe ground
levelin West Bengal.
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BMC To Hold Holding Tax, Trade License, Food License Fair In City Media 1s the Marror of government and society

(A.O. Bureau)

Bhubaneswar, Feb 25:
The Bhubaneswar Mu-
nicipal Corporation
(BMC) will organize a
‘mela’ or fair to help the
residents of the Capital
City in paying or assess-
ing Holding Tax and ap-
plying for new Trade Li-
cense and Food License
under one roof in a
hassle-free and smooth
manner. The mela will be
held at different places
across the city for over
one month to give every-
one enough time in ad-
dressing their queries or
doubts in regard to pay-
ment and assessment of
Holding Tax, applying
Trade License and Food
License. The month-long
event will begin from Sat-
urday i.e 27th February
and will continue till 28th
March. As per the
schedule, the mela will be
held at VSS Nagar
Kalyan Mandap for
Ward Nos-
4,5,10,11,17,18,19, 20
on February 27 and 28.
For Ward Nos-
1,2,3,6,7,8,9,16,21 and
for Ward Nos -
12,13,14,26, the
programme will be held
at Chandrasekharpur
Kalyan Mandap and

Niladri Vihar Ward Of-

fice from February 5 to
7 and February 12 to 14
under North Zone of the
Civic Body. Similarly, the
mela will be organized at
Day Care Centre, Rental
Colony for Ward Nos-
15,22,24,25,27,37,38,39
on February 27 and 28.
For Ward Nos-
46,47,48,50,51,52,62
and for Ward Nos-
23,49,63,64,65,66 the
mela will be held at
Community Centre,
Unit-VIII and Day Care
Centre, Aigania from
February 5 to 7 and Feb-
ruary 12 to 14 respec-
tively under South-West
Zone. Likewise, in the
South-East Zone, the
Civic Body will organize
the programme at Saheed
Nagar Kalyan Mandap

for Ward Nos-
28.,29,30,34,35 from
February 27 to 28. For
Ward Nos-
31,32,33,34,42.43 and
Ward Nos-
44,45,55,56,57,58, the
mela will be held at
BMC Jatri Niwas and
Badagada Kalyan
Mandap from February
5 to 7 and from March
12 to 14 respectively.
The Holding Tax, Trade
License and Food Li-
cense mela will be held
at Dakshinchandi Kalyan
Mandap and Ward Of-
fice, Ward No-36 near
Kar Clinic for Ward
Nos- 54,59,60,61,67
and Ward Nos-
36,40,41 53 from March
19 to 21 and from
March 26 to 28 respec-
tively. “We urge every-

Fire Breaks Out Near Petrol Statton In Phulnakhara

(A.O. Bureau)

Cuttack, Feb 25:
Panic gripped locals
as a major fire broke
out near a petrol sta-
tion at Bamphakuda
in Phulnakhara of
Odisha’s Cuttack
district, today. Ac-

cording to reports,
the fire broke out at
a farmhouse located
near the fuel station.
Panic-stricken resi-
dents of the area
were seen rushing
out of their houses
after the mishap. On

being informed, two
Fire tenders, one
each from
Bhubaneswar and
Cuttack, rushed to
the spot and doused
the flames before
any major mishap
could occur.

To Repair M

A

(A.O. Bureau)

Puri, Feb 26: The Ar-
chaeological Survey of
India (ASI) will carry
out repair work of
Mahalakshmi temple
located on premises of
Srimandir in Puri from
March this year. This
was decided at a
meeting held at the
Shree Jagannath
Temple Administration
(SJTA) office in Puri
yesterday. As per de-
cision, a 10-member
special committee will
prepare a list after vis-
iting the temple every-
day. Accordingly, the
progress work will be
assessed at a review
meeting on every
Tuesday. “We had
written to the ASI re-
garding leakages in the
Mahalakshmi and

Bimala temples’ roof
on Srimandir complex.
The ASI is going to
start the repair work
from March first
week. However, deci-
sion is yet to be taken
on repairing other
temples of ancillary
deities at  the
Jagannath Temple.
Necessary repair
work will be carried
out after budgetary al-
location. If any issue
arises, the temple ad-
ministration will pro-
vide financial assis-
tance to the ASIin car-
rying out the repair
work,” said the SJTA
Development Admin-
istrator Ajay Kumar
Jena after meeting.
The CCTVs installed
for security of the
temple are lying de-

one who have doubts or
queries regarding holding
tax payment or assess-
ment, and those who
wish to apply for new
trade license and food li-
cense should visit this
mela in large numbers to
avail the services at one
place in a quick and
hassle-free way. It is a
unique initiative, hence
property owners should
clear deposit their hold-
ing tax at the mela,” said
Srimanta Mishra, Deputy
Commissioner (Rev-
enue), BMC. The BMC
will put up stalls in the
mela where five DEOs,
2-3 persons from SHGs
of the concerned ward,
Ward Officer and Mis-
cellaneous Sarkar will be
engaged to ensure visi-
tors get their queries

solved in a smooth way.
The revenue collection as
of January has remained
only Rs 24 crore against
the 2020-21 target of Rs
90 crore. The holding/
property tax collections
have suffered this finan-
cial year due to outbreak
of COVID-19 in March
last year. The Civic Body
has decided to go after
the 804 big defaulters,
who have not paid tax for
more than a year. The
total pending tax in BMC
jurisdiction stands over
Rs 43 crore. The tax re-
assessment in different
wards will come into ef-
fectretrospectively from
April 1,2019. The tax is
being calculated at the
rate of 17.5 per cent of
the annual value of the
building taking into ac-
count 0.5 per cent of the
benchmark value of the
property as of April
2019. Besides, the BMC
has engaged TG Swikruti
self-help group (SHG)
for door-to-door collec-
tion of holding tax from
the big defaulters. The
transgender members of
the SHG are visiting
owners of the establish-
ments where holding tax
dues have exceeded Rs
25,000.

(A.O. Bureau)

Cuttack, Feb 25: A
college girl had a mi-
raculous escape af-
ter some miscreants
allegedly set the
house she was stay-
ing on rent afire in
Mansingpatna area
here today. The vic-
tim has been admit-
ted to SCB Medical
College and Hospi-
tal here for treat-
ment. Sources said
the girl, a Plus II Sci-
ence student, was

rescued in a critical
condition with her
hands and legs tied
from the house on
fire. Involvement of
a group of youth was
suspected behind the
incident. On receiv-
ing information, a
firefighting team
along with police
reached the spot to
douse the flames.
The cops also ques-
tioned the locals
about the incident.
“Though I was out of

funct since 2019 Cy-
clone FANI. New
CCTVs will be rein-
stalled in the temple
compound. The
Srimandir administra-
tion has already paid
Rs 80 lakh to the State
Police Housing Cor-
poration to reinstall the
cameras. The work
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will start soon, he
added. Besides, the
ongoing repair work
of Meghanada Prachir
is expected to be com-
pleted by June or July.
There is a plan to in-
stall an LED display
board either at
Satapahacha (seven-
stair) or Singhadwar

urging the devotees for
donation. The meeting
also discussed other
subjects including health
and hygiene in the
temple complex, pe-
ripheral development,
drinking water, luggage
room, shoe and mobile
phone stand and toilets
for devotees.

Puri 25 the Puri Collec-
tor Mr Samarth Barma
Inviting the Media

<

inister Tusharkan

People interacted about
the Problems of differ-
ent region of Puri Dist.

(A.O. Bureau)

Bhubaneswar, Feb 25:
Minister of State (Inde-
pendent Charge), Elec-
tronics & Information
Technology, and Sports

the city when the in-
cident took place
but I heard that it
was a murderous at-
tack on the girl. But
only she must be
knowing who at-
tacked her and why.
Kerosene was
poured on her and
the house was set on
fire. She also had
some injury marks.
She was rescued by
her landlord,” said a
local. Quoting the
girl, the local said
she was attacked by
four youth, who had
also injected her
with sedative before
setting the house on
fire. Further investi-
gation is underway in
connection with the
incident, sources
said.

(e i i L i Resue FromHowse On el

& Youth Services,
Tusharkanti Behera and
Nandini got married to-
day. One of The young-
est Ministers in Naveen
Patnaik-led govern-

he told that the media
people should close to
the public ,and konw
their problems and to
inform to government
officials .He also said to
take action against the
official those who are
involved with public
works and will take law-
ful action he encouraged
them to go through the
core level of the works
of various deptmental
works for public . Only
media people can make
a bridge between gov-
ernment and public and
made aware to the pub-
lic about the govt works

ment, Tusharkanti tied
the knot at Deulimatha in
Kakatpur in a traditional
Hindu wedding cer-
emony. Family members
and relatives of the bride
and the groom were
present during the wed-
ding and blessed the
newly wed. Wishes
poured in from different
quarters for Tusharkanti
and Nadini. Kendrapara
MP Anubhav Mohanty
wished the couple a
healthy life with never
ending togetherness.

il ies_lgnot With Nandmi

Bhubaneswar Hottest In Odisha

For Third Day In A Row

-

(A.O. Bureau)
Bhubaneswar, Feb 26:
For the third consecu-

tive day today,
Bhubaneswar, the
Odisha Capital re-
corded the maximum
day temperature of
39.4 degrees Celsius.
As per the data pro-
vided by the Regional
Meteorological Cen-
tre, 15 places in the
State recorded the
maximum temperature

35 degrees Celsius or
above. Yesterday,
Bhubaneswar regis-
tered the highest day
temperature of 38 de-
grees Celsius. A total
of nine places in the
State recorded the
maximum temperature
35 degrees Celsius or
above. The Cuttack city
today registered 37 de-
grees Celsius whereas
Angul recorded 37.7
degrees Celsius.

Odisha Matric Exam 2021; BSE Releases

Practice Question Papers

(A.O. Bureau)

Bhubaneswar, Feb 25:
The Board of Secondary
Education (BSE),
Odisha has released
practice question papers
for Class-X students to
aid them in preparing for
the Matric Exam-2021.
For First Language Odia
(FLO) practice question
papers, click here. For
Second Language En-
glish (SLE) practice
question papers, click
here. Click here to know
the question pattern and
distribution of marks for
the annual examination.
Odisha Matric Exam
2021 is scheduled to be
held from May 3 to May
15. The exams will be
held from 8 AM to 10
AM for all the subjects
except Math which will

conclude at 10:15 AM.
The exam for the First

Language will be held on
May 3 and Second Lan-
guage on May 5. Stu-
dents will appear for
Third Language on May
7. Those who have
opted for Third Lan-
guage Sanskrit will ap-
pear for the exam on
May 8. Practical exam
for students who have
opted Visual Art as Third
Language subject will be
conducted on May 9.
The exams for Math-

For

Students

ematics subject will be on
May 10, Science on
May 12 and Social Sci-
ence on May 15. Ques-
tions for Part-1 (objec-
tive) and Part-II (subjec-
tive) will be distributed at
7:45 AM. The Part-I
exam will be held from 8
AM to 9 AM and Part-
IT exam from 9 AM to
10 AM. Students pursu-
ing vocational course will
appear for practical ex-
ams at their respective
schools from April 27,
2021 to May 2,2021.
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EDITORIAL

Trouble next door

epal’s top court revokes PM Oli’s Parliament

dissolution decision, forcing him to face trust
vote. In a major blow to Nepal’s Prime Minister
(PM) KP Sharma Oli, their Supreme Court has ruled
that the Himalayan nation’s Parliament, which was
dissolved by Oli in December 2020, must be recon-
vened. The court has given Oli two weeks to rein-
state the legislature, which was dissolved following
protracted internal disputes within his ruling Nepal
Communist Party (NCP). In what is being seen as a
major slap on the wrist for Oli, the top court ruled
that the PM had overstepped his powers and the dis-
solution of the House was an unconstitutional act. The
apex court’s verdict means that Oli will face a no-
confidence motion when the legislators reconvene be-
cause he had dissolved Parliament about two years
before its mandated five-year term was to end, to head
off a no-trust motion by the rival leaders in his party.
Now that he has nowhere to hide, Nepal has been
pushed into another round of political instability. As
of now, all indications are that Oli will respect the
court’s verdict and, if his advisors are to be believed,
he won’t consider any undemocratic move like im-
posing an emergency. However, both India and China
will be watching the developments very closely as Oli
had been re-elected in 2017 on the promise of forg-
ing stronger ties with China, a promise he kept all too
well! India, which was once viewed as “big brother”
to the Himalayan nation, had to play second fiddle to
China as Oli danced to the tunes of Beijing and Chi-
nese Ambassador Hou Yanqi and initiated several ma-
jor development projects as part of Chinese efforts
to boost trade and transit links in the region. Not only
did this end India’s monopoly in Nepal, it also led to
increased tension between the neighbours as Oli is-
sued many unsavoury and unwarranted remarks
against India. The relations soured further as Beijing’s
influence in Nepal and its meddling in Oli’s party grew.
The last straw was Nepal coming out with a new po-
litical map in May 2020 claiming several areas in
Uttarakhand to be part of its territory. However, to
India’s credit, it kept its cool with its long-time ally
and made all-out efforts to mend fences. In the end,
Oli did come around to better ties with India, par-
ticularly after it became clear to him that China was
indifferent to his continuation in the Government if it
helped avoid a split in the NCP. Now that he has
nowhere to hide, Nepal has been pushed into another
round of political instability. As of now, all indications
are that Oli will respect the court’s verdict and, if his
advisors are to be believed, he won’t consider any
undemocratic move like imposing an emergency.
However, both India and China will be watching the
developments very closely as Oli had been re-elected
in 2017 on the promise of forging stronger ties with
China, a promise he kept all too well! India, which
was once viewed as “big brother” to the Himalayan
nation, had to play second fiddle to China as Oli
danced to the tunes of Beijing and Chinese Ambas-
sador Hou Yanqi and initiated several major devel-
opment projects as part of Chinese efforts to boost
trade and transit links in the region. Not only did this
end India’s monopoly in Nepal, it also led to increased
tension between the neighbours as Oli issued many
unsavoury and unwarranted remarks against India. The
relations soured further as Beijing’s influence in Nepal
and its meddling in Oli’s party grew. The last straw
was Nepal coming out with a new political map in
May 2020 claiming several areas in Uttarakhand to
be part of its territory. However, to India’s credit, it
kept its cool with its long-time ally and made all-out
efforts to mend fences. In the end, Oli did come around
to better ties with India, particularly after it became
clear to him that China was indifferent to his con-
tinuation in the Government if it helped avoid a
splitin the NCP. The shift in Oli’s approach could
be attributed to an attempt to reclaim the nation-
alist agenda that was the mainstay of his campaign
that resulted in the NCP’s win in 2018. That China
lately appeared indifferent to his continuation in
the Government is also believed to have contrib-
uted to Oli’s stand. Now India and China, both
jockeying for influence in Nepal, will keep a sharp
eye on the political developments there. Where
India is concerned, a weak coalition Government
could be more supportive of New Delhi than
hawkish Oli, who is seen as more interested in
remaining in power in whatever way he can.

Time to look and act East

While democracy is the most
sought after means of gover-
nance, it becomes a farce when
core values are compromised,
like in the case of Myanmar.
The long-awaited goal of de-
mocracy in Myanmar was
achieved in 2011 after a five-
decade struggle led by civil so-
ciety, international actors and
agencies against an autocratic
military in the country. How-
ever, the recent coup d’état by
the national Army has once
again led Myanmar to uncer-
tain times. The coup surprised
the world and it shall be seen
as the outcome of a compro-
mised leadership by Aung San
Suu Kyi. Despite registering a
mammoth victory in the No-
vember 2020 elections, the
Suu Kyi-led National League
for Democracy (NLD) was ac-
cused by the Army and Oppo-
sition of poll irregularities, cor-
ruption and unethical means in
“stealing” the victory; hence,
the coup. While the Union
Election Commission has re-
futed all claims of poll irregu-
larities by the NLD, it was in
no way possible that the Army
would not act to assert its po-
litical victory, considering an
uneasy ride with the NLD Gov-
ernment in the last six years.
Amid mounting international
pressure, the military junta was
forced to pave the way for the
entry of democratic forces in
2010. The political prisoners
were released, including Suu
Kyi, but the NLD boycotted
the elections over alleged ir-
regularities by the military-
backed Union Solidarity and
Development Party. However,
over the next five years, the
NLD gained popular support
which was reflected in the
2015 general elections. The
NLD won 168 of the 224 seats
in the Amyotha Hluttaw
(House of Nationalities), with

Rishi Gupta

25 per cent seats going to the
Army without any contest. It
indicated more space for pro-
democracy leadership and res-
toration of the multiparty par-
liamentary system. In 2011,
President U Thein Sein had car-
ried out significant political and
economic reforms though these
were in sync with the needs and
demands of the military. For the
current fiasco, one needs to
look at the 2008 Constitution of
the Myanmar Army as one of the
root causes. The Constitution
had strengthened the Army’s
role in the parliamentary system
on the legal front. Considering
the popularity of Suu Kyi in the
new political order, the Army
had especially added that a
President should have a military
background and none of his/her
spouses be subjects of a foreign
power or citizen of a foreign
country to limit her chances of
holding the President’s office as
her two sons are British citi-
zens. The Home and the De-
fence portfolios can be held only
by the Army, and the 25 per
cent reservation was to keep the
military in full control. The
emergency powers have further

strengthened the Army’s posi-
tion. In the course of a popular
public movement demanding to
reinstate a democratic order,
Suu Kyi’s rise became synony-
mous to democracy. Yet she
failed to condemn and control
the gross human rights viola-
tions of Rohingyas in the
Rakhine State. The refugee
Rohingyas moved en masse to
neighbouring Bangladesh.
While the world was looking at
Suu Kyi to emerge as a mes-
siah for ethnic Rohingyas, she
chose to rescue her own party.
More surprisingly, she was seen
labelling Rohingyas as “illegal
migrants” who were already
tagged as “Islamic terrorists” by
the Army. While Amnesty Inter-
national stripped away her
honours, there were calls to
take back even the Nobel
Peace Prize. Suu Kyi may have
been vocal for democracy in
Myanmar but she failed to
stand for it while in power. She
condemned neither a State-
sponsored ethnic cleansing by
the Army nor the Buddhist
lobby that was reportedly in-
strumental in the alleged bru-
talities. Therefore, while the

world is condemning the coup,
international actors are cau-
tious in defending Suu Kyi. It
is an open secret that the NLD
co-existed with the Army, but
the compulsions of democracy
had kept them on different
paths. In reality, the Generals
never gave up on their political
aspirations and failure through
the electoral route made the
coup evitable. India has aired
its voice in favour of democ-
racy and normalcy in Myanmar.
At the same time, New Delhi
has opted not to slap any sanc-
tions unlike the US, UK and
the EU. As a champion of de-
mocracy, India’s appeal for its
restoration remains the com-
mon element across the vola-
tile political surfaces globally.
It helps New Delhi to convey
the message of peace and de-
mocracy more actively. India’s
COVID-19 vaccine gift to
Myanmar is proof of its com-
mitment to peaceful humanitar-
ian causes. Meanwhile, as an
important country in India’s Act
East policy, New Delhi needs to
look at the Myanmar border
with utmost caution. India’s chal-
lenge will not be limited to tack-
ling an increasing bonhomie be-
tween China and the Myanmar
Army; the looming political cri-
sis in Bangladesh will double
India’s Eastern challenge. The
recent exposé — ‘All the Prime
Minister’s Men’ by Al Jazeera,
revealing an alleged criminal
nexus between the Bangladesh
Army chief, his brothers and
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina-
led Bangladesh Nationalist Party
— has caused an uproar. While
the Bangladesh Government has
backed the Army, the alleged
claims in the exposé are of grave
concerns. Therefore, the Act
East policy needs to include
emergency strategies of diplo-
matic, intelligence, security and
political nature.

China, unlike India, has adapted western 1deas to suit 1ts needs

Thinking for yourself rather than try-
ing to live up to the expectations
of the West seems to be the key to
the tremendous growth that China
represents today. India could learn
a lesson or two as it struggles to
match up. China and India, two of
the oldest civilisations, are also two
of the youngest nation-states. Both
came into being in their modern
avatars in the late 1940s. And both
looked up to paradigms from the
West to chart their course for the
future. For China, the preferred
way forward was to imitate the
USSR and its authoritarianism. In-
dia looked towards ideas rooted
in western liberalism and individu-
alism. Since those days, much has
changed. China persisted with
authoritarianism even after it re-
jected the Soviet Union as an ex-
emplar. India stuck to a democratic
course, belying all western experts
who predicted that Indian democ-
racy would collapse soon after In-
dependence. Indian democracy
also managed to find roots among
the common people despite critics
who insisted that the democracy in
caste and inequality-riven India
was hardly democratic. Yet, there
has been little effort within India to
examine why Indian democracy
has been successful. If anything, the
focus of almost all studies on the
Indian political system has been to
highlight the failures of democracy
in India. The greatest failures of de-
mocracy in India, as many com-

M. Rajivlochan

mentators have pointed out, is that
itis not able to live up to the west-
ern expectations of a good democ-
racy. China, of course, has no such
problem since it simply claims to ex-
ist only for its people as embodied
in its name: The People’s Republic
of China. Therein lies the most ba-
sic difference between India and
China. China, while using western
concepts, translated these into the
local idiom, keeping local needs and
aspirations in mind. India merely
tried to live up to paradigms set by
the West and found itself wanting.
A typical example is how China
modified the systems by which it
measured its wealth. By the 1980s,
China was ready to abandon the
soviet economic model as it realised
that a state-controlled centralised
economy can neither grow equita-
bly nor encourage individuals to ac-
tuate economic growth. So much so
that it moved away from the Mate-
rial Product System (MPS) to cal-
culate economic output, which is

what the Soviet bloc of countries
did. The MPS did not account for
services, and used state-determined
prices rather than market prices to
calculate the value of goods. China
switched to using market values for
all goods, tangible and non-tangible,
adopted the Gross Domestic Prod-
uct as the measure of its economic
success, and quickly demonstrated
that it could better its position in the
world like no other. This provided,
inter alia, a tremendous psychologi-
cal boost to the Chinese. More im-
portantly, it helped rekindle the
flame of nationalism among the
young in China. Meanwhile, the
thinking classes of India, caught up
in an economy that wasn’t growing
enough, spent their time trying to
convince themselves and everyone
that there was nothing called an
Indian nation, that India was a
creation of the British and, a poor
imitator of liberal democracy.
People today talk about the Chi-
nese economy being larger than

India’s. Itis instructive to look at
the details to understand how
much larger and when. In 1993,
when China adopted GDP as a
criterion to evaluate the wealth of
the nation, its GDP stood at
$0.444 trillion — one-and-a-half
times that of India. In 2005,
China’s GDP had crossed $2 tril-
lion; India’s was a little over $0.8
trillion. By the time India’s GDP
crossed $1 trillion in 2008, China
was already touching the $5-tril-
lion figure. Its GDP remains al-
most five times more than India’s.
China used idea sets prevalent in
the western world and moulded
them to suit its lived experience.
When they started on their path
to economic superstardom, they
put in place systems to create a
knowledge economy. Without
wondering about whether or not
they had the funds to do so, they
devoted substantial sums to re-
search and set up their own peer
review systems. India remained
content to serve as a handmaiden
of the West in its intellectual agen-
das or rather lack of these. This
is just how Sir William Jones had
described India more than 200
years ago, when the East India
Company was establishing their
rule over India. Indians, despite
all the furore about Independence
from the West, seem to have fully
imbibed those norms and ideas —
not in substance but certainly in
form.
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Allur Mu ha Mault Maa Yatra s concluded Human Welfare Foundation Organized Free Health Check Up Camp

(A.O. Bureau)

Malkangiri, Feb 25:
Aluru Mutha goddess
Mauli Maa's visit to
Chalanguda Today is
celebrated! On Monday

evening, the tenth day of
the month of Magh
Shukla, devotees from
Nuaguda were flown by
special carriage from
Nuaguda to the

Chalanguda Shakti
Peetha! Served! On
Tuesday, the devotees
offered sacrifices near
Mauli Maa! For a mo-
ment, the Shakti Peetha
was stained with blood!
Meals were arranged for
the devotees from far
and wide! Bamboo
sticks (Lath) and village
goddesses were gath-
ered from 60 villages of
All from Mutha for the
pilgrimage! Celebrated
by tribal worshipers
Many devotees from
Odisha and Chhattisgarh
gathered for the blessing
of the mother! The
three-day pilgrimage site
created a spiritual atmo-
sphere! To organize and
organize the pilgrimage.
The Puja Committee
was formed! Under the
supervision of Mauli
Maa'yatra committee
the 3 days Yatra con-
ducted peace fully

College Teacher Gets 7-Yr Jail For Impregnating
Student On Pretext Of Marriage

(A.O. Bureau)

Jajpur, Feb 26: A courtin
Odisha awarded seven
years of rigorous impris-
onment to a Lecturer
working at a women’s
college after convicting
him for establishing sexual
relationship with a girl stu-
dent on pretext of mar-
riage and impregnating
her. The Jajpur District
and Sessions Court Judge
Srikant Mishra convicted
the Lecturer, Naba
Kishore Rana on basis of
the testimony givenby 15
witnesses and medical
report submitted in the
court. Also, a fine of Rs
10,000 has been im-
posed on the Lecturer. If
Naba Kishore fails to pay

the fine, he will serve ad-
ditional three months of jail
term. In 2016, Naba
Kishore was working as
aLecturer ata women’s
college in Badachana
area whereas the young
woman from Bairee area
was then a Plus II student
at the women’s college.
The young woman had
been visiting the
Lecturer’s house to at-
tend private tuition at his
house. Even though the
Lecturer was married,
he established physical
relationship with the
young woman on the
promise to marry her.
Subsequently, the young
woman got impreg-
nated. She narrated the

matter before her
mother, who sought an
explanation from the
Lecturer. But Naba
Kishore denied vehe-
mently to the whole epi-
sode. Out of public
shame the young
woman’s mother then
reportedly died by sui-
cide. On September 10,
2016, the young woman
lodged a police complaint
at the Barchana police
station against the Lec-
turer. The police then ar-
rested him after register-
ing a case no 146/2016
at the Barchana PS for
establishing physical inti-
macy with the young
woman by giving false
promise to marry her.

(A.O. Bureau)

Khordha, Feb 26: A
free Medical Health
Check Up Camp was
organized by Human
Welfare Foundation
at village Anda near
Khordha. The objec-
tive of the camp was
to diogonisis different
disease and free
medicine's have been
provided to the pa-
tients and advised
them to follow up
with their local doc-
tor or Hospitals. In
continuation of it's
endeavor to provide
medical care to the
poor. The residents

of this area are poor
who earn a 11V1ng from
working in daily
labourers. Elderly
people of this locality
were suffering from
various illness. The
village of Anda,
Haripur and nearest
village people availed
free medical services
in this health ceck up
camp. Dr.Purna
Chandra Praharaj
tested the patients
and administered
needed drugs to
them. Human Welfare
Foundation State Co-
ordinator Safdar
Hashim, Senior Jour-

Review on Central sponsered
program at DRDA Malkangir

(A.O. Bureau)

Malkangiri, Feb 25:
On 24/02/2021 at
6pm in the DRDA
conference hall a re-
view meeting is held
in the chairmanship
by Shri Rajat ku.
Mishra, IAS, Central
Prabhari Officer,
Aspirational District
Malkangiri & Joint
Secretary, Ministry
of finance, Dept. of
Economics Affairs

(GOI) on achieve-
ment of different
s chemes/
programmes of GOI
in presence of Col-
lector Y Vijay and
PD DRDA and other

districts level offic-
ers. Main focus of
discussion was on
Health, Nutrition,
Education, skills and
employment. Ac-
cording to him
Malkangiri has huge
potential in govt
schemes like, Agri-
cultural Infrastructure
Schemes, PM
M a t s y a
SampadaYojana and
One District One

Product (ODOP).He
instructed all Govt
officials to take steps
to avail all the
benifits of GOI
programmes to the
Benificiaries .

Tramning to 'mo chatashali' education volunteers

(.O. Bureau)

Malkangiri, Feb
25: Workers
'Union and

Women's Workers'

Union, has
organised training
Program to mo

chatashali educa-
tion volunteers in 7

blocks of
MalKangiri district
Gitanjali Mohanty
,Chittaranjan Sahu,
from Odisha

Shramijivi
Manch,and Mahila
Shramjibi Manch
odisha

Batakrushna sahu
chitaranjan
pradhan from Atma
shakti Trust , train-
ers provided the
training. Due to
the Korna epi-
demic, children's
education has been
suspended for al-
most a year, while
rural schools have
been left behind.
To this end, my
Chatshali Center
has been set up by
the Malkangiri or-

ganization to im-
prove the educa-
tion system, to
educate the local
educated youth to
bring them to the
same level by im-
parting quality edu-
cation to children in
grades 1 to 5 in edu-
cation. The trainers
commented that
100,000 students in
the 17 tribal district
of odisha would
benefit from it. The
president, the lead-
ership, the local
sarpanch and all the
officials were
present

nalist Khordha Sayed
Liakat Alli, Anish
Khan, Sohail Khan,

Nafis Khan,
SK.Abdulla Sahid
and Asha Karmi

Afsarl Bewwa are
remain present and
assist the programme.

Crea achevement for it Excie Departmen, MalKanin

(A.O. Bureau)

Malkangiri, Feb 25:
Malaknagiri district ex-
cuse department today
received a major
breakthrough, led by
district excuse superin-
tendent Ashok Kumar
Seth. He was chased
by a pickup truck on
the Korkunda Post
Road and was on its
way to Malkangiri. He
stopped the vehicle and
found cannabis bags in
plastic bags under jack-
fruit and vegitable.
They asked to the

driver about Driving
and cannabis paper-
work district Excise
Department found sus-
pects that driver was
brought to office for
more questions The ar-
rested man is a police
constable from his home
in MV7 village of
Malkangiri police sta-
tion. He was carrying
his pickup van number
OD30 C3317 from
Chitrakonda to Raipur,
Chhattisgarh. He was
carrying a cannabis bag
and a cannabis bag in his

pickup van. The can-
nabis was weighed in
front of the magistrate,
with 8 quintals of can-
nabis in the vehicle.
The total value of the
cannabis is estimated to
be more than Rs 40
lakh. Interrogation of
the constable by the De-
partment of Corrections
revealed that he had
smuggled cannabis be-
fore and this was his first
time. The incident of
smuggling cannabis as a
police man has become
ahot topic in the district.

B e A Bemg By ko Veh (el Keonhar

(A.O. Bureau)

Keonjhar, Feb 25: A
bear was critically in-
jured after it was hit by
an unidentified vehicle
on National Highway
No-10 near
Katarabeda Chhak, un-
der Ghatagaon forest
range in Keonjhar dis-
trict in the early hours on
Thursday. A forest de-
partment team from
Ghatagaon rescued the
injured bear and took it
to the office of the Divi-
sional Forest Officer
(DFO) where it is un-
dergoing treatment. The
full grown bear is stated
to be critical. Forest of-

ficials said that the acci-
dent could have oc-
curred in the wee hours
on Thursday when the
unidentified speeding
vehicle hit the animal
when it was trying to
cross the highway near
Katarabeda. Locals
spotted the injured bear

lying on the roadside in
the morning and in-
formed the forest offi-
cials. “We received the
information in the morn-
ing and rushed to the
spot. The injured bear
was immediately res-
cued and brought to the
DFO office.

ITDA Koraput organized an Awareness Programme on different Govt. Schemes at KANADORA village of Kotia Gram Panchayat on 25th Feb 2021.
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AthIk turns Jogi in love

New Delhi, Feb 25: For-
getting Soham from Bani
— Ishqg Da Kalma is a
nightmare for the fans of
Adhvik Mahajan. Only
if one would have saw
that TV show, one
would understand the
craze of the character in
the sweet but short se-

rial. But as they say, all
good things come to an
end and so did that
show. However, that
doesn’t mean better
things were not on their
way. A case in point is
Zee TV s latest Teri Meri
Ikk Jindri. The show has
given its fans a lot more

than just entertainment
— Soham but in a dif-
ferent avatar — Jogi.
Not only the fans, but
Jogi aka Adhvik toois
extremely excited to
play the character and
be seen in a challenging
but fun avatar. “I got an
offer for a film but since
I had already given my
commitment to this
show, I said no to it. I
don’t know about other
actors, but for me satis-
faction of work is more
important than the me-
dium. And this show, I
knew, was what I
wanted to do without
any second thoughts,”
Mahajan says with a
confident voice. What
attracted Mahajan to-
wards the character on
the first place was the
challenges that it offered.
“Idon’t share any simi-
larities with Jogi despite
the fact that we both are
Punjabi. He is a lively
person. He knows how
to be happy in every
situation which is, of
course, not possible
practically. He knows
the way out of every-
thing. To sum it up, he is
full of life and everything
nice. [ knew it will be a
task for me to play such
arole and that’s why |
made up my mind that
this role is mine,”
Mahajan tells you with a
smile. Such was his cu-
riosity or excitement to
play the role, that
Mahajan decided to
walk an extra mile and
send an audition clip that
is hard to be rejected.
And for this, instead of
recording in front of a
white wall, he shot in the
fields, to bring in the au-
thenticity of the charac-
ter. That was, of course,

Parents-to-be Aditt and Mohit Malik Opt for
Traditional Marath: Outfits at Baby Shower

New Delhi, Feb 25:
TV actress Aditi
Malik who is pregnant
with her first child with
husband and TV ac-
tor Mohit Malik had
her godh bharai cer-
emony on Wednes-
day. For the cer-
emony, the parents-
to-be wore traditional
Marathi clothes. The
daddy-to-be could be
seen sporting a black
kurta which he had
teamed up with a dark
green stole along with
a traditional grey
Maharashtrian cap.
The elated mom-to-
be, on the other hand,
opted for a stunning
dark green saree. She
completed her look
with some floral
jewellery and a nose
piece. From the looks
of it, one can specu-
late that the happy oc-
casion was celebrated
at their residence,
which they had deco-
rated Marigold hang-
ings. The photos of
the day have been
shared by Mohit on
his Instagram handle.
In the first photo, he

can be seen resting his
chin on his wife’s head
while in the second, he
is  kissing her.
Captioning the photos
oozing with joy, he
wrote, “Navari aali
Congratulations my
love!”His post has
been much loved by
their fans and received
over 45 thousand
likes in less than a day.
It goes without saying
that the comments
section is filled with
congratulatory mes-
sages and good

bless!” Another one
said, “Adorable Lots
of love to the family.”
View this post on
Instagram. The cel-
ebrations were joined
by the couple’s
friends from the in-
dustry. Mohit’s Kullfi
Kumarr Bajewala co-
actress Anjali Deshraj
was also seen having
a gala time in the cel-
ebrations. Mohit has
also shared some mo-
ments in his Instagram
stories in which he can
be seen dancing and
having a good time

wishes for the par-

ents-to-be. One of the
couple’s well wishers

wrote, “Aditilooks
stunning the mommy
glow suits her. You
two are radiating so
much happiness. God

with his loved ones. In
one of the stories, he
has also shared a
photo where he and
Aditi can be seen en-
joying their baby
shower cake.

ado or die situation for
Mahajan. “I knew no
one can play that role
but me. And I have to
give an audition that
speaks for itself and
which gets selected at
once. Hence, I gave it
my all with full energy
and enthusiasm. Fortu-
nately, it got selected
and the team told me
that nobody was able to
replicate my version.
That did feel great to
hear,” he explains. Not
that the excitement faded
once he started shooting
instead itis growing even
more. ‘“Tlook forward to
going to the sets. The at-
mosphere is so and com-
fortable that it feels like
my second home. I
share a good rapport
with Amandeep Sidhu
(who plays Mahi) and it
adds to our perfor-
mance. When one en-
joys the work he does,
the output is definitely
good. This can be one
of the reason why
people are showering
the show and us with
their love,” he asserts.
The preparation part, he
says, was tough too. He
loves to spend time with
himself, unlike his char-
acter, and during this me
time his focus was to
improvise his character.
He took inspiration from
his father, who is a
Punjabi of course, to
add minute details to
Jogi. “T also lost a few
inches. That wasn’t so
hard, but the only chal-
lenge was to get into the
skin of the character so
well that it becomes a
part of me,” he says.
The journey from
Soham to Jogi, he says,
is full of learnings. “Af-
ter Soham, people told

me that my life will
change for the better and
that work will pour in
from all directions. How-
ever, the reality was far
away from this. Thad no
work for about two
years after that show. In
these seven years of my
career, | have shot for
four years in totality and
for the rest three years |
was out of work. To
make ends meet, I
stepped into a lot of side
businesses as well.
Some of them worked,
while others did not. But
there was never a mo-
ment when I felt like
quitting. That’s not me.
My father’s faith in me
gave me the motivation
to fight. I used to wake
up every day with a
smile, dress up, go to
auditions and get re-
jected. But never gave
up. One always learn
from their failures and so
did I. Having said that,
it’s a no-brainer that
God has been always
kind to me,” he recalls.
Another learning, that
many of us have had in
our life, Mahajan says,
is that he learnt to un-
mask fake friendships.
“There were people
who took a step back
from me when I was
out of work. But that
didn’t bother me. I si-
lently saw their actions.
Some of them even
turned back to me
when I had work, but
itis fine.  have my best
people with me and
they have always sup-
ported me. The rest of
the people are like pup-
pets to me, I just ob-
serve what they have in
store,” the actor who
believes in staying
grounded says.

Kangana Ranaut Claims She 1s the ‘Only’
Actress After Sridevi to Try Comedy

New Delhi, Feb 25:
Kangana Ranaut has
claimed that she is the
only actress after late
superstar Sridevi to
have given comedy a
shot. Her assertion came
on Thursday, which
marks 10 years of re-
lease of her hit romantic
comedy, Tanu Weds
Manu. Kangana Ranaut
has claimed that she is
the only actress after late
superstar Sridevi to
have given comedy a
shot. Her assertion came
on Thursday, which
marks 10 years of re-
lease of her hit romantic
comedy, Tanu Weds
Manu. “I was stuck in
edgy/neurotic roles, this
film changed the trajec-
tory of my career, was
my entry in to main-
stream that too with
comedy, with Queen
and Datto I strengthened
my comic timing and
became the only actress
after legendary SriDevi
ji to do comedy
#1Oyearsoftanuwedsmanu,”
Kangana  Ranaut
tweeted. [ was stuck in

edgy/neurotic roles,

this film changed the

trajectory of my career,
was my entry in to main-
stream that too with

edy,
with _
Queen and '

Datto
strengthened
my comic tim-
ing

A

and became the only
actress after legendary
SriDevi ji to do comedy
#10yearsoftanuwedsmanu
https://t.co/
WMXgPdi781—
Kangana Ranaut
(@KanganaTeam) Feb-
ruary 25, 2021 In a
separate tweet, the ac-
tress mentioned how the
Aanand L. Rai directo-
rial film contributed in
shaping her career.
“Thanks to @aanandlrai
and our writer Himanshu
Sharma for this fran-
chise, when they came
to me as struggling mak-
ers I thought I can make
their careers but instead
they made my career,
one can never tell which
film will work and which
won'’t, all destiny, glad
my destiny has you,” the
actress wrote. Thanks
to @aanandlrai and our
writer

Himanshu

when they came to me
as struggling makers |
thought I can make their
careers but instead they
made my career, one
can never tell which film
will work and which
won’t,all destiny, glad
my destiny has you ??
https://t.co/
J2Rk7usj3E—
Kangana Ranaut
(@KanganaTeam) Feb-
ruary 25,2021 Written
by Himanshu Sharma,
the film also features R
Madhavan, Jimmy
Sheirgill, Swara Bhasker
and Deepak Dobriyal in
key roles. Director Rai,
too, took to Instagram
to celebrate 10 years of
his film’s release. View
this post on Instagram A
post shared by Aanand
L Rai (@aanandlrai) He
wrote: “Someone said
so beautifully...Nothing
of meisoriginal, [ am the
combined effort of ev-
eryone I have ever
known. Thank you for
giving me my identity
Thank you for
making me
W o h
Tanu

New Delhi, Feb 25:
Mouth ulcers are com-
mon. However, if the ul-
cers persist for several
weeks even after treat-
ment, one must not ig-
nore the signs as it may
indicate a cancerous
growth, says Dr
Ramesh Chandra Joshi
Mouth ulcers are quite
common in all age
groups and can make
regular activities such as
eating, drinking, and
talking very uncomfort-
able. However, mouth
ulcers can be cured with
an antimicrobial or pain
killing mouthwash, gel or
spray. But, if the ulcers
persist for several
weeks even after treat-
ment, one must not ig-
nore the signs as it may
indicate a cancerous
growth. There are many

signs of mouth cancer
but red sores that do not
respond to treatment or
heal is a telling sign.
Lifestyle habits such as
drinking alcohol or con-
suming tobacco — both
smoked and smokeless
— can cause cancer of
mouth. Besides, human
papillomavirus (HPV),
known to cause sexu-
ally-transmitted infec-
tions (STT) and cervical
cancer, can also cause
cancer of mouth. The
HPV-affected cancer of
mouth is seen in the soft
palate, tonsils, base of
tongue, and pharyngeal
wall areas. Other symp-
toms of mouth cancer
include: Persistent and
unexplained lumps in the
mouth or the neck

Unexplained loose
teeth or sockets, Un-

Dr Ramesh Chandra Joshi

explained, persistent
numbness on the
tongue or lip. White or
red patches on the lin-
ing of the mouth or
tongue Changes in
speech, such as a lisp.
The types of mouth
cancer are
categorised by the
type of cell it starts to
grow in. Medically, it
is known as carci-
noma. The most com-
mon type is squamous
cell carcinoma that af-
fects 9 out of 10
cases of mouth can-
cer. The less common
types of mouth cancer
are: Adenocarcinoma,
in which cancer de-
velop inside the sali-
vary glands Sarcoma,
in which cancer devel-
ops from the abnor-
malities in cartilage,
bone, muscle or any
other tissue Oral ma-
lignant melanoma, in
which cancer starts in
the cells that produce
skin pigment (melano-
cytes). They often
bleed and appear as
dark, mottled swell-
ings Lymphoma, in
which the cancer

grows from cells in
lymph glands Mouth
cancer as well as
treating it can cause
complications and af-
fect the appearance of
the mouth. Besides, it
can cause dysphagia
(problems with
speaking and swal-
lowing). Dysphagia
can be a serious com-
plication — if a small
piece of food enters
the airways when you
try to swallow and
gets lodged in lungs,
dysphagia may lead to
aspiration pneumonia,
a kind of chest infec-
tion. Preventing and
treating mouth can-
cer- Cancer of oral
c a v 1 t y
(lips,tongue,buccal
m uc o s a |,
tonsils,palate)can give
rise to various com-
plications like diffi-
culty in
eating,speech,alteration
in voice,inability to
open mouth fully,pain
in ear,bleeding etc, if
not treated in time.
Easy lifestyle changes
and preventive mea-
sures, including, but

not limited to the fol-
lowing can help in pre-
venting mouth cancer
in most of the people:
Quit smoking or con-
suming smokeless to-
bacco as well as
alcoholet vaccinated
against HPV, Using a
condom during oral
sex to lower the
chances of HPV in-
fection. Visiting a den-
tist regularly for
screening. Eating a
balanced diet of fresh
vegetables (especially
tomatoes), citrus
fruits, olive oil and fish
with omega 3 fatty
acid . Common to
other cancers, che-
motherapy, radiation
therapy and surgery
are the treatments
available for mouth
cancer too. If diag-
nosed early, mouth
cancer can be com-
pletely cured in 9 out
of 10 cases using sur-
gery. For the emo-
tional impact of the
disease and treat-
ment, therapeutic
remedies for depres-
sion, such as antide-
pressants and cogni-
tive behavioral
therapy (CBT) may
be prescribed.
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Ahmedabad, Feb 25:
Left-arm spinner Axar
Patel created an illusion
of turn with 11 straighter
deliveries that put India
on the brink of the World
Test Championship final
with a 10-wicket demo-
lition of England inside
two days in the day-night
third Test here on Thurs-
day. In only his second
Test, Patel (15-0-32-5),
with a match-haul of 11/
70, relentlessly hit the
good length area and
hoodwinked England
batsmen, who played for
turn only to find that
there was none on offer
from him. The result was
their lowest total against
India-- 81 all outin 30.4
overs leaving the hosts
with a target of 49 which
they achieved with mini-
mum fuss taking a 2-1
lead in the four-match
series. The visitors were
also knocked out of con-
tention from the WTC fi-
nal. Off-spinner
Ravichandran Ashwin
(15-3-48-4) proved to

be an ideal foil for Patel,
becoming the fourth In-
dian bowler and second
fastest in the world to
complete a commend-
able milestone of 400
Test wickets with the dis-
missal of Jofra Archer.
Incidentally, after
Afghanistan's debut Test
in 2018 in Bengaluru, this
was the second time that
India won a Test match,
well inside two days. This
was after England skip-
per Joe Root's fabulous
career-best spell of 6.2-
3-8-5resulted in India's
dramatic collapse from
114 for 3 to 145 all out.
"The result went our way
but I don't think the qual-
ity of batting was good
from either of the two
teams. It was a very good
batting wicket. Below-
par batting by both teams
but our bowlers were
more effective," said
Kohli in the post-match
presentation. "(Jasprit)
Bumrah said I am get-
ting work load manage-
ment while playing," he

quipped when asked
about the finish inside
two days. India lost as
many as seven wickets
for only 31 runs after
looking solid at 114 for
3 at one stage in the
game but England lost all
10 in an entire session in
which no pacer was seen
in action. Ironically, it
was the non-turning de-
liveries from Patel that
had the England's rank
and file pressing the
panic button as they
pre-empted away turn
every time. Whether it
was Zak Crawley,
Jonny Bairstow or skip-
per Root, everyone lost
the mind-game as
Ashwin also joined the
fun with records tumbling
one after another. "We
were 70 for 2. But we
didn'treally capitalise on
it. 250 on that wicket
would have made it dif-
ferent. We will come
back using this hurt and
come back as a better
team," a disappointed
but resolute Root said.

Prithvi Shaw slams 227 not out, highest
individual score n Vijay Hazare Trophy

Jaipur, Feb 25: Prithvi
Shaw on Thursday be-
came the highestindividual
scorer in Vijay Hazare Tro-
phy national 50-over
championships as he
smashed an unbeaten 227
off just 152 balls to help
Mumbai postamammoth
457/4 against Puducherry
intheir Elite Group D game
here. The 21-year-old
Shaw, who has played in

five Tests and five ODISs,
broke the earlier record of
the highestindividual score
held by Sanju Samson
(212 not out against Goa
in2019). This was the first
maiden List-A double hun-
dred for Shaw, which he got
in 142 balls. Shaw ham-
mered 32 fours and five
sixes during his onslaught.
He also became the eighth

Indian to score a List A
double hundred. This was
the fourth double hundred
in the history of the Vizay
Hazare Trophy. Also, this
was Prithvi’s second cen-
tury of the tournament af-
ter hisunbeaten 105 in the
lung-opener against Delhi.
For the record, the highest
List-Ascore is 268 by Ali
Brown. Puducherry’s de-
cision to put Mumbai in to

bat backfired badly as
Shaw and Suryakumar
Yadav (133 off 58 balls)
toyed with theirbowling at-
tack at the Sawai
Mansingh Stadium. The di-
minutive right-handed
Shaw tore apart a listless
Puducherry attack, com-
prising 36-year-old
former India player
Pankaj Singh (2/79) and

his pace colleagues 41-
year-old Santha Moorthy
(0/92) and Sagar Trivedi
(1/99) as well as 34-year-
old left-arm spinner Sagar
Udeshi (0/81). Shaw and
Yashasvi Jaiswal (10)
added 58 runs for the first
wicket to lay the founda-
tion. After Jaiswal was dis-
missed, Shaw found an
able partnerin Aditya Tare
(56, 7x4) as the duo

stitched a 153-run stand
for the second wicket.
Tare played the perfect
second fiddle to Shaw.
Suryakumar, who came in
at No. 4, was in his ele-
ments, hitting 22 fours and
four sixes. He ad Shaw
added 201 runs for the
third wicket stand and
helped Mumbai go past
the 400-run mark.

drawin 3

When Patel sent back
Ben Foakes, he became
the first spinner to get 11
wickets in a pink ball
Test match. Following
the two-day finish, ICC
will be watching the
Motera track with a
'Hawk Eye' even though
the debate can continue
for ages whether it was
the turn that did the bats-
men in or the lack of'it.
The turn on offer was
standard for any sub-
continental track and no
deliveries misbehaved.
However, all eyes will
now be on ICC match
referee Javagal Srinath
from India and his as-
sessment of the 22-yard
strip. A case in point
would be the wickets
taken by the two left-
arm spinners -- Patel
and Jack Leach. They
bowled deliveries at a
speed between 88 kmph
and 92 kmph with a
round arm action and
pitched them on good
lengthleaving batsmenin
two minds -- whether to
play forward or go
backwards. While a
bowler might end up
getting the man of the
match, Rohit Sharma's
66 off 96 balls in the first
essay was 24-carat gold
given that other batsmen
looked like sitting ducks.
Deservedly, he walked
away with the 'game-
changer of the match
honours'. But Indian
batsmen save Rohit did
have a torrid time dur-
ing an afternoon session
when Root and Leach
made their lives miser-
able. Ajinkya Rahane,
who has never had much
success against slow left
arm bowlers, was

rapped on the pads as
Leach fired one in and it
was not much of an is-
sue for umpire Nitin
Menon to adjudge him
leg before. Suddenly, a
pitch, on which India
looked way more com-
fortable, started to chal-
lenge and just like En-
gland in the second ses-
sion on the first evening,
the Indians wilted under
pressure. Rohit missed a
sweep off Leach and
Menon's decision was
retained as per Umpires'
Call. Once Rohit was
gone, it was time for
Root to enter the scene
and do a Michael Clarke
(6/9 with his left arm or-
thodox in Mumbai
2004) as Rishabh Pant
(1), Washington Sundar
(0) and Patel (0) were
accounted for in quick
succession. At one point,
Root's figures were 3-3-
0-3 as he exploited the
friendly conditions, re-
peatedly hitting the rough
which helped him dismiss
three left-handers in suc-
cession. Root's superb
effort led to a cheeky
tweet from former En-
gland captain Michael
Vaughan, "Indian bats-
man can't play off spin-
ners from Yorkshire." He
was referring to the
green top strips that are
always on offer at the
Leeds. Ravichandran
Ashwin (17) and Ishant
Sharma (10 not out),
who hit his first ever six
in his 100th Test ap-
pearance, scored a few
which proved to be
priceless in the end. In-
dianeed to win the fourth
and final Test at the same
venue from March 4 to
seal the WTC final spot.

Ahmedabad, Feb 25:
England opener Zak
Crawley says the
third umpire did not
check some "50-50"
appeals from his team
"thoroughly" on the
opening day of the
third day-night Test
against India and that
has left his team frus-
trated. His comments
came in response to
queries about the TV
umpire, C
Shamshuddin, over-
turning on-field
umpire's out call for
opener Shubman Gill
after checking several
replays and declaring
Rohit Sharma not out
in a close stumping
appeal off the bowling
of Jack Leach to-
wards the end of day's
play. "It's very frus-
trating. We're behind
the game and we
wanted those little 50-
50 situations to go our
way. That's the way it
goes sometimes. It's
certainly not our day.
It does not help our
chances," Crawley
said at the virtual
news conference after
the end of the day's
play on Wednesday.
"When we batted,
Jack had one where it
didn't quite carry and
it seemed like they
looked at it from five
or six different angles.
When we were field-
ing it seemed like they
looked at it from one
angle. That's where
the frustrations lie," he
added. "I can't say
whether they were
out or not out, but I
think the frustrations
lie with not checking

more thoroughly."

Asked about captain
Joe Root's conversa-
tions with umpires
Nitin Menon and Anil
Chaudhary after the
reviews, he said, "I
would like to answer
but I'll leave that to the
captain and senior
players." "As a young
player I'll keep my
nose out of that situa-
tion, that's for Joe, I
think." Root chose to

) f":

rd Test, inch closerto WTC final  Frustrated with 30-) umpining dectsions: Crawley

nice and competitve
score," the 23-year-
old, who made 53 off
84 balls, said. Asked
whether England
erred in bringing in
only one front-line
spin bowler in Leach,
he said: "We have
very strong seamers
and back them on any
surface. It is above my
pay grade, for sure,
but I think that's the
way we were looking

.y

bat in the day-night
Test but the visitors
succumbed to India's
spin might to collapse
to 112 all out inside

two sessions. Left-
arm spinner Axar
Patel returned with
figures of 6 for 38, for
his second five-for in
his second Test.
England's batting
centred around the tall
and elegant right-
handed opener
Crawley, who was re-
turning after missing
the first two Tests with
a wrist injury. "It was
easy to bat against the
seamers, never easy
to bat against spinners
in these conditions.
We should have got a
few runs. If 200
would have been a

atit. "If we had got a
few more runs it might
have helped our
bowlers out a lot
more. At the moment
we are probably be-
hind the game but
there is plenty of time
to fight back with our
bowling line-up."
Crawley was also
disappointed that he
could not convert his
fifty into a big score. "It
is always nice to score
a fifty in a Test match
but you want to kick on
and score more. For
my first Test back, it
was nice to get some
runs. "I think it is easier
to bat during the day
(in day-night Tests) but
itis different over here
to what it is in En-
gland," he said.

Caster Semenya taking case to European Court of Human Rights

New Delhi, Feb 25:

Caster Semenya is go-
ing to the European
Court of Human Rights
to challenge “discrimi-
natory” rules that pro-
hibit her from compet-
ing in certain track
events because of her
high natural testoster-
one, her lawyers said
Thursday. The two-
time Olympic champion
in the 800 meters has
already lost two legal
appeals against World
Athletics’ regulations
that force her to medi-
cally lower her natural
testosterone level if she
wants to run in
women’s races from

400 meters to one mile.

The South African’s
lawyers said there’s
been a “violation of her
rights” and wants the
human rights court to
examine the rules.
Semenya has one of a
number of conditions
known as differences of
sex development. Al-
though she has never
publicly released de-
tails of her condition,
World Athletics has
controversially referred
to her as “biologically
male” in previous legal
proceedings, a de-
scription that angered
Semenya. Semenya has
the typical male XY

chromosome pattern
and levels of testoster-
one that are much
higher then the typical
female range, World
Athletics says. The
track and field body
says that gives her and
other athletes like her
an unfair advantage
over other female run-
ners. The 30-year-old

Semenya was legally
identified as female at
birth and has identified
as female her whole
life. She says her test-
osterone is merely a
genetic gift. The regu-
lations have been
fiercely criticized,
mainly because of the
“treatment” options
World Athletics gives

to allow affected ath-
letes to compete. They
have one of three op-
tions to lower their tes-
tosterone levels: Tak-
ing daily contraceptive
pills, using hormone-
blocking injections, or
having surgery. It’s un-
clear if the human rights
court would be able to
hear Semenya’s case
before the delayed To-
kyo Olympics, which
might be Semenya’s
last. The games are set
to open on July 23.
Previous sports cases
that have gone to the
European Court of Hu-
man Rights have taken
years to be decided.

Covid vaccines won'tlead to athletes faing dope tests, safe touse: WADA

New Delhi, Feb 25: To-
kyo Olympics-bound In-
dian athletes who were
apprehensive about
whether the contents of
Covid-19 vaccines were
compliant with anti-doping
measures, can now
breathe easy. Terming ita
highly unlikely eventthatan
ingredient tums potentially
problematic, the World
Anti-Doping Agency
(WADA) have confirmed
there are no specific con-
cerns about any contents
inapproved vaccines. Re-
sponding to queries from

The Indian Express, the
WADA spokesman clari-
fied, “As it relates to the
SARS-Cov-2 vaccines
that have so far been ap-
proved for human use,
WADA has no specific
concerns as they relate to
the List of Prohibited Sub-
stances and Methods.
Athletes can be confident
that WADA will continue
tomonitor all available in-
formation and advise them
and other members of the
anti-doping community in
the extremely unlikely
event an ingredient of any

approved vaccine might
be problematic.” WADA
was also responding to
specific queries about the
India-made recombinant,
inactivated-virus vaccines
that received restricted use

approval from the Indian
drug regulator. The two
vaccines that have been
granted emergency use
authorisation by the Drug
Controller General of In-
dia are the Covidshield,

manufactured by Serum
Institute of India and that
has been developed by
Oxford University and

AstraZeneca, and
Covaxin, manufactured by
Bharat Biotech.
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Paradip, Feb 25: The
2nd largest Major Port in
terms of cargo handling
has executed 27 Nos. of
Memorandum of Under-
standing (MoU) with
various stakeholders to
further enhance the eco-
nomic growth of the
State of Odisha and the
country as a whole un-
der the Maritime India
Summit (MIS) 2021.

/
The MoUs were signed
on behalf of PPT by re-
spective HoDs and Sr.
Officials and Sr. officials
of representing
organisations in presence
of Shri Vinit Kumar,
Chairman and Shri A K.
Bose, Dy. Chairman,
PPT. Addressing the
Press Meet over video
conferencing, Chairman,
PPT appealed everyone
to make the Mega Inter-

—

national Event a grand
success. He shared with
the Press the details
about the upcoming ses-
sions and process of reg-
istration to participate in
the Summit. Moreover,
there will be a Special
Session on “Investment
Opportunities in Odisha”
on March 3, 2021, from
1230 Hrs to 1400 Hrs in
which Hon’ble in which
Hon’ble Commerce &

Transport Minister of

Odisha, Shri
Padmanabha Behera will
chair the session, which
will be also attended by
senior State Officials of
the Govt. of Odisha and
Heads of leading indus-
tries on virtual mode.
Out of the 27 MoU s, 15
nos. worth Rs.3,878.81
Crs. under the category
of Projects for develop-
ment of World Class

Port, 2 in Coastal Ship-
ping Hinterland connec-
tivity and Multimodal
Logistics Park worth
Rs.355 Cirs., 2 in Port
infrastructures focusing
on Liquid Cargo worth
Rs.5,382.64 Crs., 4 in
Port Led Industrializa-
tion worth Rs.16,218
Crs. and 4 under the cat-
egory of Promoting
Cargo and Passenger
Movement and Sea-
plane Tourism worth
Rs.1,616 Crs. The
Union Ministry of Ports,
Shipping & Waterways
will conduct the MIS
from March 2 - 4,
2021. The summit in-
tends to be a powerful
platform for international
collaboration with part-
ner countries for mutual
exchange of knowledge
and opportunities and
also leading towards the
Atmanirbhar Bharat.

UPI AutoPay goes live on Gaana

NrL»

yrechier vl I =
MNATIONAL PAYMENTS CORPORATION OF INDHA

(A.O. Bureau)

Mumbai, Feb 25: Na-
tional Payments Corpo-
ration of India (NPCI)
has announced that UPL
AutoPay has now gone
live on Gaana. Its integra-
tion with UPI AutoPay
has made Gaana the first
player in the Media and
Entertainment industry to
rollout the innovative e-
mandate feature on UPL
The introduction of UPI
AutoPay will empower
Gaana's users to experi-
ence a smooth and seam-
less mechanism of renew-
ing their subscriptions.
Customers can enjoy pre-
mium, uninterrupted
streaming of their choic-
est music, podcasts and
radio without having to
remember about the sub-
scription renewal date.

With UPI AutoPay fea-
ture in Gaana, customers
can create, approve,
modify as well as pause
the auto debit mandate for
their subscriptions. The
strategic role played by
Paytm and Juspay as pay-
ment aggregators will cre-
ate a superior transaction
experience for the cus-
tomers. Based on the
mandate, the subscription
amount will be deducted
automatically on the au-
thorized date without en-
tering UPI PIN. Kunal
Kalawatia, Chief of Mar-
keting, NPCI said, "We
are happy to witness the
integration of UPI
AutoPay on Gaana. In
the current scenario,
streaming platforms have
grownimmensely and the
introduction of the first-

of-its-kind UPI AutoPay
facility on Gaana will en-
rich users' experience in
terms of auto renewal of
subscriptions. We are
confident that this asso-
ciation is a stepping stone
to the widespread adop-
tion of UPI AutoPay
across categories as ithas
the huge potential to trans-
form the way people per-
ceive recurring pay-
ments." UPI Autopay
augments the customers'
convenience and ease of
transacting by enabling
them to set recurring e-
mandates of uptoRs.
5000. The pattern for
auto debit mandate has
been created keeping in
mind customers' spends
on recurring payments
which makes it an opti-
mized and evolved pay-
ment model. The man-
dates can be set for one-
time, daily, weekly, fort-
nightly, monthly, bi-
monthly, quarterly, half
yearly and yearly, tailored
to suit the custom needs

Gold Price Marked A Fall

(A.O. Bureau)

New Delhi, Dec 25:
Gold prices have
again fallen in Indian
markets today. On
Thursday, 25 Febru-
ary 2021, the price
of gold (Gold Price
Today) came down
with a decrease of
Rs. 358 per 10
grams in Delhi Bul-
lion Market. At the
same time, there was
a slight rise in silver
prices today. During

the last trading ses-
sion, gold had
closed at Rs 46,313
per 10 grams in
Delhi Bullion Mar-
ket. At the same
time, silver had
closed at Rs 69,008
per kg. Gold and sil-
ver prices also de-
clined in interna-
tional markets to-
day. New Gold Price
(Gold Pri) — Gold
prices fell by Rs 358
per 10 grams on

Thursday in Delhi
Bullion Market. The
new price of 99.9
grams purity gold in
the capital Delhi
(Delhi) is now Rs
45,959 per 10 grams
is done. Earlier in
the trading session,
gold had closed at
Rs 46,313 per 10
grams. At the same
time, the price of gold
in the international
market today fell to $
1,792 an ounce.

of the users. Alot of mer-
chants including The
Hindu, Times Prime,
PayU, FSS,
Testbook.com, Open,
Angel Broking,
Spaisa.com, among oth-
ers have introduced UPI
AutoPay for customers
and businesses to have a
frictionless payment ex-
perience. With UPI
AutoPay taking care of
customers' fix payments
schedule by providing
customizable integration,
the ecosystem may see
more and more merchants
adopting this innovative
functionality in days to
come. Prashan Agrawal,
CEO, Gaana said, "With
the rising popularity of
UPL, it was imperative for
Gaana to adopt it in or-
der to offer users a seam-
less experience when pur-
chasing a Gaana Plus sub-
scription. We expect UPI
to drive a major chunk of
subscription revenues
over the next few months.
We will work closely with

the NPCI and others in
the fintech ecosystem to
facilitate subscription-re-
lated payments in a seam-
less and secured fashion."
Saloni Malhotra, Vice-
President, Paytm Pay-
ment Gateway said, "We
are thrilled to have further
strengthened our partner-
ship with Gaana to bring
the convenience of al-
ways-on music with the
UPI autopay option on
their App. Our Paytm
Payment Gateway of-
fers a superior payment
technology with the
highest success rate
processing bulk trans-
actions on the platform.
We hope users enjoy
the convenience that
NPCI, Gaana and
Paytm are bringing in
this solution." Sheetal
Lalwani, COQO, Juspay
said, "UPI Autopay en-
sures transparency and
control for the user,
while also providing a
smooth and secure pay-
ment experience.

PT e 7o, of Mol worh . 7450 Cr i varons taloles e of Mo i Sum (VIS D Snless el MSME will et he verge ofbankrupty i dutes
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(A.O. Bureau)

New Delhi, Feb 25:
Indian Stainless Steel
Development Asso-
ciation (ISSDA),
India's apex stainless
steel body, has voiced
concerns aboutthe im-
pending adverse im-
pact on domestic in-
dustry due to the tem-
porary revocation of
trade remedial duties
on importing stainless
steel, as announced in
this year's Union Bud-
get. ISSDA, along
with four major asso-
ciations representing
MSME stainless steel
producers, namely
The Wazirpur Indus-
trial Estate Welfare
Society, Delhi;
Rajasthan Stainless
Steel Re-rollers As-
sociation, Jodhpur,
Rajasthan; Jagadhri
Stainless Steel Re-
roller Association,
Haryana; and Stain-
less Steel Re-rollers
Association,
Ahmedabad,
Gujarathas urged the
government to recon-
sider this step as it will
distort the domestic
market by flooding it
with subsidized stain-
less steel from China
and Indonesia, and
will lead several
MSME players to the
verge of bankruptcy.
Mr K
KPahuja,President,
ISSDA said, "The
government reversed
six trade remedies out
of which three relate
to stainless steel,
which is just 3% of
overall steel industry
in India. Therefore,it
has disproportionately
impacted stainless
steel, including its
MSME sector, and
considerably dipped
the market
sentiment.It is note-
worthy that MSME
sector constitutes

Mr K K Pahuja

about 35% of the do-
mestic stainless steel
industry, spread
across the country,
and is a major supplier
for utensils and
household segments.
However, the installed
capacity for manufac-
turing stainless steel in
the MSME sector is
~15 lakh tonnes, with
less than 50% being
utilized. Keeping this
in mind, a potential
market brimming with
unregulated and
cheap imports of Chi-
nese stainless-steel
goods is expected to
make MSME players
go bankrupt orturn
them into traders. The
demand generated by
a growth-oriented
budget may be cap-
tured by cheap
dumped importsby
Chinese companies, in
and out of China. This
will further have an
adverse impact on
prospective invest-
ment in the domestic
industry, which has
been in financial stress
for more than a decade
and will lead to loss of
employment. This move
is poised to drift away
from  Make in
Indiastance of the gov-
ernment, while leaving
the domestic industry at

the mercy of foreign
players instead of being
Atmanirbhar." While
China has over 30%
surplus capacity for
stainless steel produc-
tion, huge capacity ad-
ditions backed by Chi-
nese investments have
brought the installed
production capacity of
Indonesia to 30 lakh
tonnes in the last 2-3
years, along with an
additional 25 lakh tonne
capacity in the pipeline.
Interestingly,
Indonesia's domestic
consumption is a mere
2 lakh tonne. Conse-
quentially, the two na-
tions have been dump-
ing subsidized and sub-
standard stainless steel
products in India and
other global economies
in heavy volumes and
unregulated manner in
the past several years.
China and Indonesia
are also known to pro-
vide non-WTO compli-
ant subsidiesto the tune
of 20-30% to their do-
mestic manufacturers,
rendering the global
stainless steel market
significantly destabi-
lized. Consequentially,
all economies have
countered this irrational
dumping by enforcing
additional trade reme-
dial duties.

Acitya il Health nsrance mrocuces I st et msuraee lanwihpto 0% retumon e

(A.O. Bureau)

Bhubaneswar, Feb 25:
Aditya Birla Health Insur-
ance Company Ltd.
(ABHICL), the Health In-
surance subsidiary of
Aditya Birla Capital Lim-
ited, a significant non-
banking financial services
company, today an-
nounced an industry-first
initiative of up to 100%
health insurance premium
returns and other signifi-
cant product offering up-
grades. The newly de-
signed version of its flag-
ship product 'Activ
Health' will inspire cus-
tomers to lead a healthy
lifestyle. The Activ Health
policy is a feature-rich
product that provides
comprehensive health
protection with extensive
wellness benefits. Aditya
Birla Health Insurance is
the only insurance com-
pany offering up to 100%
premium returns, i.e.

HealthReturnsTM, re-
wards and up to 100%
reload of Sum Insured
through its enhanced ver-
sion of 'Activ Health'
policy. The consumer is
rewarded through a
cash-equivalent which
can be used for either
health-related expenses
like buying medicines,
paying for diagnostic tests,
day care treatment, out-
patientexpenses (OPD),
and alternative treatments
(which are traditionally
excluded), or mostimpor-
tantly can be used to-
wards the payment of fu-
ture premium. The plan
allows the wellness eco-
system to be easily ac-
cessed by people without
exclusivity. Going forth
with the holistic health ap-
proach, Activ Health plan
also offers coverage for
mental illness counselling,
unlimited Homeopathy
telemedicine, day care

Mayank Bathwal, CEO, Aditya Birla Health Insurance Co. Limited.

treatments, modern and
advance treatment meth-
ods, Day 1 coverage for
chronic illnesses; for all
customers, and more.
One can become their
healthiest version by
tracking their health, ac-
cessing the details of their
health insurance, and
availing health care ser-
vices through the Activ
Health app. Customers
can also earn their
HealthReturnsTM by

working out with the
workout videos available
through the Activ Health
app. While detailing the
product features, Mr.
Mayank Bathwal, CEO
at Aditya Birla Health In-
surance, said, "As a pio-
neer of the wellness eco-
systemin health insurance
and an enabler of holistic
healthcare choices, ABHI
has consistently encour-
aged policyholders to stay
active and healthy and

taken efforts to provide
comprehensive care to its
customers. We have de-
signed the 'Activ Health'
policy to meet the evolv-
ing needs of the custom-
ers and to promote a sus-
tainable healthy lifestyle.
We are introducing, anin-
dustry-firstinitiative of up
to 100%
HealthReturnsTM
through our incentive
based health and wellness
program under Activ
Health policy. The details
of your Activ Health
policy canbeeasily viewed
on the Activ Health app
along with earning your
HealthReturnsTM. This
offering is more than just
a health insurance, it
provides access to sus-
tainable wellness prac-
tices while serving the
'health anxious' and the
'health-conscious' who
want to venture beyond
'reactive care'.
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