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'Together in fight against pandemic': PM Modi thanks WHO chief on Covax delivery
New Delhi, Feb 26:
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Fri-
day thanked World
Health Organiation
(WHO) chief Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus
for lauding India's deliv-
ery of Covid-19 vaccine
under COVAX facility.
"Thank you
@DrTedros. We are all
together in the fight
against this pandemic.
India is committed to
sharing resources, ex-
periences, and knowl-
edge for global good,"
the Prime Minister said
in a tweet. The WHO
chief had lauded PM
Modi's commitment to
supporting vaccine eq-
uity and sharing Covid-
19 vaccines with over
60 countries across the
world, hoping that other
nations will follow his
example. In a tweet,
Ghebreyesus, Director-
General of the World
Health Organisation,
said that India's support
in supplying its vaccines
is helping over 60 coun-
tries to begin the vacci-

nation process. "Thanks
India & Prime Minister
@narendramodi for
s u p p o r t i n g
#VaccinEquity. Your
commitment to
#COVAX and sharing
#COVID19 vaccine
doses is helping 60
countries start vaccinat-
ing their #healthworkers
and other priority
groups. I hope other
countries will follow
your example," he said
in the tweet on Thurs-
day. India on Wednes-
day dispatched the first
batch of six lakh Covid-
19 vaccine doses to the
African country of

Ghana under the
COVAX facility in col-
laboration with
UNICEF, which aims to
cover 92 countries un-
der the initiative. The
doses are a part of the
first batch of Covid-19
vaccine the country is
acquiring through the
Covid-19 Vaccine Glo-
bal Access Facility
(COVAX), which
Ghana among nearly 92
countries have signed
into. The Ministry of
External Affairs (MEA)
on February 12 said that
India has provided over
229 lakh doses of
coronavirus vaccines to

various countries out of
which 64 lakh doses
have been supplied as
grant assistance and
165 lakh on a commer-
cial basis. MEA
Spokesperson Anurag
Srivastava said India
will continue to take for-
ward the global vaccine
supply initiative and
cover more countries in
a phased manner. Con-
signments of
coronavirus vaccine
doses were supplied as
gifts to Bangladesh (20
lakh), Myanmar (17
lakh), Nepal (10 lakh),
Bhutan (1.5 lakh), the
Maldives (1 lakh),

Mauritius (1 lakh),
Seychelles (50,000), Sri
Lanka (5 lakh), Bahrain
(1 lakh), Oman (1
lakh), Afghanistan (5
Lakhs), Barbados (1
Lakh) and Dominica
(70,000), he said.
Srivastava said coun-
tries that received vac-
cines on a commercial
basis are Brazil (20
lakh), Morocco (60
lakh), Bangladesh (50
lakh), Myanmar (20
lakh), Egypt (50,000),
Algeria (50,000), South
Africa (10 lakh), Ku-
wait (2 lakh) and UAE
(2 lakh). The vaccines
are even being sent to
Latin American coun-
tries. India, the largest
drug producer in the
world, is currently
manufacturing two
Covid-19 vaccines-
Covishield and
Covaxin. While Ox-
ford-AstraZeneca's
Covishield is being
manufactured by the
Serum Institute of India
in Pune, Covaxin is be-
ing produced by Bharat
Biotech.

Odisha Mandates 7-Day Home Isolation For Returnees From 12 States

Bhubaneswar, Feb 26:
The Odisha government
on Friday directed 7-
day mandatory home
isolation for returnees
from Maharashtra,
Kerala, Tamil Nadu,

Chhattisgarh, Madhya
Pradesh, Telangana,
West Bengal,
Karnataka, Punjab,
Andhra Pradesh, Delhi
and Chandigarh to pre-
vent the spread of

Covid-19 in the state.
“All the incoming pas-
sengers will remain un-
der mandatory home
isolation for seven days.
If during this period they
develop any symptoms,

they will be subjected to
RT-PCR test. If found
positive in RT-PCR test,
they will be treated as
per the Covid treatment
protocol,” said addi-
tional chief secretary
(health) Pradipta Kumar
Mohapatra. Mohapatra
has written a letter to the
district collectors, mu-
nicipal commissioners,
directors of
Bhubaneswar and
Jharsuguda airports and
East Coast Railway gen-
eral manager (opera-
tions) in this regard. He
said all the passengers
coming from the states

are to be screened at the
point of arrival at airports
and railway stations as
per the protocol.
Mohapatra said any lax-
ity can result in a resur-
gence of the pandemic in
Odisha and ruin all efforts
over the past months. On-
site Rapid Antigen Test-
ing of all the symptomatic
passengers has to be en-
sured, he added. On
Thursday, the govern-
ment directed the authori-
ties to strengthen surveil-
lance at airports and rail-
way stations to prevent a
resurgence of Covid-19
cases in Odisha.

It’s February And Bhubaneswar
Has Turned A Burning Cauldron

Bhubaneswar, Feb 26:
With winter departing
earlier than usual,
Odisha’s capital city
Bhubaneswar has turned
into a burning cauldron.
The Temple City, once
known for its pleasant
weather, has breached
the 40 degrees Celsius
mark with it recording
40.04. The city, for the
first time in the recent
memory, topped the
chart of being the hottest
station in the country
yesterday. As per the

Regional Meteorological
Office, the day tempera-
ture is slated to increase
in the next few days and
breach the 40 mark.
Alarmingly, 17 other sta-
tions in the state re-
corded temperature
above 35 degrees Cel-
sius. These places –
Balasore (37.6),
Chandbali (37.2),
Cuttack (37.2), Angul
(38.1), Baripada (38.6),
Jharsuguda (37.0),
Sambalpur (37.1),
Sundargarh (36.0),

Hirakud (36.3),
Talcher (37.4),
Bhawanipatna (37.5),
Bolangir (38.0),
Titlagarh (37.2),
Malkangiri (35.5),
Sonepur (37.2), and
Nayagarh (38.0) – re-
corded maximum tem-
perature above 35 de-
grees Celsius. Mean-
while, the regional
weather office cau-
tioned that the maxi-
mum day temperature
will likely be above nor-
mal by 3-4 degrees
Celsius during the next
4-5 days. Besides,
there will be no change
in the night temperature
in the next 4-5 days.
Today, people were
seen mostly indoors due
to the rising mercury.
The other reason being
the Bharat Bandh called
by the CAIT in protest
against the rising fuel
prices and GST laws.

School Timings Changed In Wake Of Heat Wave Alert
Bhubaneswar, Feb 26: In the wake of
heat wave conditions in Odisha, the State
Government today rescheduled the
school timings for students of classes 9,
10, 11, and 12. Timings for students of
classes 9 and 11 have been rescheduled
to 7.00 AM to 9.00 AM. Similarly, tim-
ings for students of classes 10 and 12 have
been rescheduled to 9.00 AM to 1.00
PM. The rescheduling of classes will be
given effect from 01.03.2021. District
Education Officers (DEOs) have been

advised to ensure availability of pure drink-
ing water in all schools including repair of
tube wells, if any in consultation with offi-
cials of PR & DW Dept/Urban Local Bod-
ies. They have been advised to store suffi-
cient ORS in schools which can be pro-
vided to students and staff in case of need
and the same can be procured from the
Local Health Centre. School transport fa-
cilities, where available, have been allowed
to operate for students and staff to avoid
exposure to heat.

BMC To Open Covid Screening Centres At Bhubaneswar Railway Station
Bhubaneswar, Feb 26:
Close on the heels of
setting up screening
desk at the airport here,
the Bhubaneswar Mu-
nicipal Corporation
(BMC) has also de-
cided to open the same
at the railway station
here in a bid to keep a
tab on the probable re-
surgence in the Covid-
19 as passengers from
outside are entering this
State. Talking to media
today, BMC Commis-
sioner Prem Chandra
Chaudhary said, “We
had earlier done it
(screening desk) at the
airport here and we’ll
keep a vigil on the flights

coming from 12 States.
Apart from this, we’ll be
installing the screening
centres at the railway
station here by this
evening or by tomorrow
morning.“ Responding
to media query he ex-
plained, “Arrangements
will be made for the
screening of the passen-
gers coming here by the
trains crossing through
this station from the 12
States on our watch.
We’ll be having there 3-
4 screening centres and
another centre will be
meant for antigen test
on the spot in case of
any symptoms detected.
Our screening centres

will be installed at the
entry and exit gates not
on the platform. These
arrangements will be in
place till the further de-
cision taken by the Gov-
ernment.” Responding
to another media query,
the BMC Commis-
sioner informed, “No
arrangement like this has
been decided yet for the
inter-state bus stand. As
requests are being re-
ceived by us, we’re
mulling over it. There
are very limited States
from where the buses
are coming here. As of
now, no decision has
been taken on it.”

Draft Odisha Sand Policy Under Examination: Sudam Marndi

Bhubaneswar, Feb 26:
Odisha is yet to come up
with a sand policy like
other States. Revenue &
Disaster Management
Minister Sudam Marndi
replying to a query by
BJP MLA and Opposi-
tion Chief Whip today
told the State Assembly
that during a meeting on
April 11, 2018, chaired
by the then Chief Sec-

retary it was decided to
implement Odisha Sand
Policy. The draft of the
Odisha Sand Policy is
being examined, Marndi
added. The Minister fur-
ther told the House that
till date annual require-
ment of sand in the
State is yet to be esti-
mated, though it has
been mentioned in the
draft Odisha Sand

Policy. Quoting infor-
mation received from
districts, the Minister
said that in the last six
years-2015-16 to
2020-21 a total of
23,9,49,613 cubic
metres of sand was
mined in the State, out
of which 23,4,15,066
cubic metres of sand
was used in the State
and 2,42,004 cubic
metres sand was ex-
ported to outside
States. However, there
was no export of sand
to foreign countries, he
added. Marndi told the
House that per tonne price
of sand for use in govern-
ment work in the five mu-
nicipal corporations in the
State has not been fixed.

Job Fraud In Odisha: Conman Held For Duping Aspirants
Promising Employment In Railways & Police
Bhubaneswar, Feb 26:
The Commissionerate Po-
lice has busted a major re-
cruitment racket being run
by a couple in Dhauli area
on the outskirts of
Bhubaneswar. Saroj Kumar
Jena (29) and his wife
Rashmilata Mohanty duped
several gullible youths of
lakhs of rupees by promis-
ing them jobs in police, rail-
way and other departments.

While Jena was arrested to-
day, his wife is on the run.
Sayaranjan Jena, a job
seeker who lost lakhs of ru-
pees with a hope of a rail-
way job, said he fell in the
trap after coming across a
fake recruitment advertise-
ment put up by the accused
on online marketplace
OLX. “When I contact him,
Saroj asked me to visit his
office-cum-home.
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Adar Poonawalla on Friday met Union home minister Amit Shah and brief him about vaccine capacity

New Delhi, Feb 26: The
government is yet to an-
nounce a price for
Covishield and Covaxin
for those who will get
inoculated at private
hospitals starting from
March 1. Ahead of the
roll-out of the second
phase of the vaccination
drive which will cover
around 27 crore people
of India, Serum Institute
CEO Adar Poonawalla
on Friday met Union

home minister Amit Shah
to brief him about the
present vaccine capac-
ity. "It was my honour to
brief you today, Shri
Hon’ble @AmitShah Ji
on the vaccine capabili-
ties of our country and
the ongoing rollout of
vaccines in India,"
Poonawalla tweeted.
The meeting ahead of
the beginning of the sec-
ond phase of the vacci-
nation is significant as the

Centre has not yet an-
nounced the market
price of Covishield
doses. It has only said
that those who will get
their shots at private
hospitals will have to
pay. The Minister for
Micro, Small and Me-
dium Enterprises
(MSMEs) and Road
Transport & Highways
said rooftop solar offers
an excellent value
proposition to MSMEs

by significantly bringing
down cost of electricity
consumption, which on
an average, is up to one-
fifth of their operations
cost. For the first phase
of vaccination, which
began on January 16,
India procured the
Covishield vaccine,
manufactured by Serum
Institute, at the cost of
?200, excluding taxes. It
was a discounted offer
for the government, as it
was said. For other
countries, the price is
around ?400 per dose.
But the government may
cap the price once it is
available in the market.
One dose of Covaxin,
produced by Bharat
Biotech, will also cost
around ?295. For the
first time, vaccines will
be available at private
hospitals starting from
March 1. Senior citizens,
and people above the
age of 45 years with co-

morbidities will be able
to register themselves to
get the vaccine shots.
The parallel process of
inoculating frontline
workers free of cost will
also go on. The move to
rope in private hospitals
where vaccines will be
available for priority
groups gives a shot in the
arm of the vaccination
process, which has al-
ready covered 1.34 crore
doses as on Friday
evening. Not only in In-
dia, Serum Institute —
the world's largest vaccine
producer by the volume
of doses produced, is
playing a major role in glo-
bal vaccine distribution.
British-Swedish pharma
giant AstraZeneca and
US pharma company
Novavax have said that
they can scale up their
vaccine production to
over 300 million doses in
partnership with Serum
Institute.

Former CECs say 8 phases of polling in
WB must be due to law and order situation
New Delhi, Feb 26:
As the EC's decision
to hold assembly
elect ions  in  West
Bengal in eight phases
triggered sharp criti-
cism from the state
chief minister and oth-
ers, two former chief
election commission-
ers on Friday justified
the move, saying that
the decis ion must
have been based on a
law and order situa-
tion assessment while
another CEC advo-
cated single-phase
election given that
rumours fly thick and
fast in this age of so-
cial media. Referring
to seven-phase voting
in West Bengal during
2016 assembly polls,
former CECs --O P
Rawat  and N
Gopalaswami-- noted
that whenever the EC
feels there is enhanced
security requirements
based on ground reali-
ties, it takes these pre-
cautions. Though he
noted that the EC's
decis ion must  be
based on its assess-
ment of the law and
order situation and
availability of security

forces, S Y Quraishi,
who was the CEC
from July 30, 2010 to
June 10, 2012, said in
the age of social me-
dia wherein all kinds
of rumours fly thick
and fast during elec-
tions, there should be
an attempt to reduce
the duration and num-
ber of phases. "Ide-
ally, it should be a
single-phase elec-
tion," he added. The
Election Commission
on Friday announced
the poll schedule for
five assemblies --
Assam, West Bengal,
Kerala, Tamil Nadu
and Puducherry--
with West Bengal to
have the maximum
eight  phases from
March 27. The Min-
ister for Micro, Small
and Medium Enter-
prises (MSMEs) and
Road Transport  &
Highways said rooftop
solar offers an excel-
lent value proposition
to MSMEs by signifi-
cantly bringing down
cost of electricity con-
sumption, which on an
average, is up to one-
fifth of their opera-
tions cost. Immedi-
ately after the an-
nouncement, TMC
chief and West Bengal
Chief  Minis ter
Mamata  Baner jee

criticised the EC de-
cision and said she
suspects that the dates
were announced as
per the suggestions of
Pr ime Minis ter
Narendra Modi and
Home Minister Amit
Shah for better man-
agement of the BJP's
poll campaign. Senior
Congress leader Tariq
Anwar also attacked
the EC, alleging that
the poll panel has tried
to help the BJP. "I be-
lieve it has been done
deliberately and in a
way, the EC has tried
to help the BJP. They
(BJP) feel that it will
help them, but it will
not as far as I know
about the people of
Bengal .  They are
revolut ionary in
nature...they may de-
viate for some time
but ultimately, Bengal
is Bengal," Anwar
said. Justifying the poll
panel ' s  decis ion,
Rawat said,"the EC in
its own wisdom might
have felt this time it is
more contentious and
so more security mea-
sures required. Ac-
cordingly, it has de-
cided to hold the elec-

tions in eight phases.”
Rawat, who joined
the poll panel in 2015
and ret ired as the
CEC in December
2018, said, "when-
ever the Commission
feels there is require-
ment of more security
so that nobody faces
any problem, it takes
those precautions.”
Asserting that it was
for the EC, based on
ground realities, to
assess, Gopalaswami,
who headed the poll
panel from 30 June
2006 to  20 Apri l
2009, said look at the
number of polling sta-
tions (in West Bengal)
which have been in-
creased due to Covid
(distancing norms),
one will get the an-
swer.  "You need
forces. West Bengal
is much bigger in size
and needs a higher
number of  central
forces. The total num-
ber of polling stations
in West  Bengal  is
1,01,916 instead of
77,413 in 2016 polls
- -  an  increase  of
31.65 per cent. Due
to COVID norms, the
number of voters per
polling station has
been res t r ic ted to
1000 from 1500," he
added. Quraishi said
the commission's de-

cision to hold the elec-
tion in eight phases
spread over a month
must be based on its
assessment of the law
and order situation
and availability of se-
curity forces. "Bengal
has the tradition of
mult i -phase  e lec-
tions," he said, adding
that there is not much
difference between
seven and e ight
phases .  Quraishi ,
however, advocated
holding elections in a
single phase. "In the
age of social media
wherein all kinds of
rumours fly thick and
fast, there will be an
attempt to reduce the
duration of elections
and number of phases.
With more paramili-
tary  forces  being
avai lable  …, one
hope as soon as pos-
sible the number of
phases will  be re-
duced.  Ideal ly,  i t
should be a single-
phase election," he
said. The EC said the
assembly polls in 294
constituencies in West
Bengal will be held in
eight phases between
March 27 and April

29. The counting of
votes will take place
on May 2, along with
that  of  Assam,
Kerala, Tamil Nadu
and Puducherry. Poll-
ing in Tamil Nadu,
Kerala  and
Puducherry will be
held in one phase on
April 6, while Assam
will go to polls in three
phases on March 27,
April 1 and April 6.
Reacting to the EC's
decision, Banerjee
said, "with all due re-
spect to the Commis-
sion, I want to say
that questions are be-
ing raised on why
elections will be held
in so many phases in
Bengal while other
states will be voting in
one phase .  I f  EC
doesn't provide jus-
tice to the people,
where will the people
go." “I have informa-
tion from my sources
that the poll dates are
similar to the ones
BJP wanted. Have the
dates been announced
as per the suggestions
of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and
Home Minister Amit
Shah? The PM and
the home minister can-
not  misuse their
power for the state
elect ions ,"  she
claimed.

Gadkari urges MSMEs to avail concessional finance and install rooftop solar

New Delhi, Feb 26: The
Minister for Micro,
Small and Medium En-
terprises (MSMEs) and
Road Transport & High-
ways said rooftop solar
offers an excellent value
proposition to MSMEs

by significantly bringing
down cost of electricity
consumption, which on
an average, is up to one-
fifth of their operations
cost. Addressing a
programme virtually,
Gadkari said, "I believe

there is a strong business
case for MSMEs to in-
stall rooftop solar and
achieve significant sav-
ings to achieve the cost-
competitiveness. I am
confident that MSMEs
will stand together in gen-

erating and consuming
solar power using their
rooftops." The minister
observed that a large
amount (average ?8 and
higher per unit) is being
paid by the MSMEs for
power consumption,
which contributes to up
to one-fifth of the overall
production costs.  "To
assist MSMEs in imple-
menting rooftop solar
projects, the ministry is
working with the World
Bank on a credit guaran-
tee program to make fi-
nancing accessible to un-
rated MSMEs. Consid-
ering the rates of solar
power from large utility
power plants have come
down to a record INR
1.99/kWh, MSMEs

must leverage this oppor-
tunity to bring down their
energy expenses," he
said.  Addressing the
event, Junaid Ahmad,
Country Director India,
World Bank, said the
World Bank is commit-
ted to the cause of
MSMEs and an invest-
ment in this industry will
aid India's aim to become
'Aatmanirbhar' or 'self-
reliant'.  "By facilitating
MSMEs to decarbonise
their power consumption
in a sustainable manner,
India can achieve a twin
objective of greening the
economy and uplifting
MSMEs to become
highly competitive by re-
ducing its power costs,"
he added.

Ceasefire agreement positive move, but security forces to approach situation with cautious optimism: Army
New Delhi, Feb 26: The
Army on Friday said
the ceasefire agreement
between India and Pa-
kistan along the Line of
Control (LoC) and
other sectors was a
positive move and a
step in the right direc-
tion, but security forces
will approach the situa-
tion with cautious opti-
mism. Speaking to re-
porters here, General
Officer Commanding
(GoC), Kilo Force,
Major General H S
Sahi said when there is
a semblance of peace
on the LoC, other steps
will follow. “It is indeed
a very positive step, a
step in the right direc-
tion, but as security
forces personnel, we
have to approach with
very, very cautious op-
timism,” Sahi told re-
porters. He said such
agreements were
reached in the past as
well, but certain ele-
ments derailed them.
“We would like it to
happen the way the un-
derstanding has been
reached. These things
were worked in the past
also, but because of
certain elements and
powers at play, they

could not be taken to a
logical conclusion. If
implemented by both
the sides, this will be a
way forward. So, it is a
very proactive step,” he
said. The GoC ex-
pressed hope that the
agreement would lead
to “further steps”. “We
hope that whatever will
happen will further lead
to some negotiations at
various levels so that

we take it forward and
not do a repeat of what
they (Pakistan) are do-
ing all along,” he said.
However, Major Gen-
eral Sahi said the other
steps will follow only
when there is a sem-
blance of peace on the
LoC. “All activities like
infiltration or arms be-

ing sent across the bor-
der must stop in case the
understanding has to be
earnestly implemented,”
he added. “Our estab-
lishment of the security
grid, the infiltration grid
on the LoC and the grid
thereafter in the imme-
diate hinterland, has
been calibrated and we
are prepared. We have
also started moving up
to forward areas to

carry out reconnais-
sance and also to see
for ourselves which are
the areas which we can
move to immediately,”
he said. Asked about the
impact of the ceasefire
agreement on the infiltra-
tion, Major General Sahi
expressed hope that the
agreement would mani-

fest on the ground. “The
counter-infiltration grid is
absolutely intact. The
ceasefire violations are
basically meant to assist
the militants to sneak
across. We hope that in
the spirit of the under-
standing of the agree-
ment, it manifests on the
ground in the coming
days,” he said. On a
question about the activi-
ties on the launchpads

across the LoC, the
GoC said there are re-
ports of some “low-
scale” activities taking
place. “On our side, the
movement has started
towards the reception
areas. So far, there are
no credible, confirmed
inputs (about the move-
ment of militants across

the LoC) but we are
continuously monitoring
the situation,” he said.
Major General Sahi said
the number of militants in
the Kashmir valley was
about 210-215, out of
which about 140 are in
south Kashmir and 60-
65 are in north Kashmir.
“Out of these, 18-20 are
locals. These are rough
estimates. It is a matter
of concern, but it does
not bother us too much
as we have the capabil-
ity to address all their
activities,” he said.
However, he added that
there was no militant ac-
tive in north Kashmir
from Hizbul Mujahideen
and that most of the mili-
tants belonged to
Lashkar-e-Toiba (LeT).
He said the security
forces were geared up
for the summer months
to face the challenges at
both the LoC and the
hinterland. “There are
multiple challenges, but
we are capable enough
to deal with those. Lots
of people are expected
to visit Kashmir in the
summer months. The
peaceful environment in
the valley will act as a
catalyst to attract more
tourists,” he said.
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Effects of Bharat Bandh in Khordha

(A.O. Bureau)
Khordha, Feb 26: All
the commercial markets
in Khordha town remain
closed today as the
Odisha Trader's Asso-
ciation extended Sup-

port to the Bharat Bandh
called by Confederation
of All India Traders
(CAIT)in protest against
Goods and
ServicesTax(GST)Petrol,
Disel price hike and e-

way bill law introduced
by Government of India.
Security in Khordha
town has been tightened
during the bandh. The
bandh had major impact
on normal life.

Mrs Femina: Odisha’s Ipsita Priyadarsini Among Final Contestants
(A.O. Bureau)

Bhubaneswar,  Feb

26: Bringing laurels

for  Odisha,  Ipsi ta

P r i y a d a r s i n i  o f

C u t t a c k  h a s  s e -

cured berth in the

final round of Mrs

F e m i n a  2 0 2 1 ,  a

first-of-its-kind vir-

tual talent hunt. As

many as 20 women,

including Ipsita, will

c o m p e t e  f o r  t h e

crown in the beauty

pageant. An alumnus

of KIIT University,

Ipsita is a software

engineer by profes-

sion.  She was the

second runner up in

Supermodel India-

2 0 1 9 ,  w i n n e r  o f

Miss Ethnic Odisha-

2015 ,  and  among

the  top  5  con tes -

t a n t s  i n  Z e e  T V

Miss Ethnic India-

2 0 1 5 .  T h e  M r s .

Femina pageant is

an online talent hunt

o r g a n i z e d  b y

Worldwide  Media

Private Limited to

recogn ize  women

who are leading the

charge  for  a  p ro-

gressive society.

Puri Jagannath Temple Servitors Perform Puja At Mamata’s Res
(A.O. Bureau)
Bhubaneswar, Feb 26:
A group of servitors of
the Shree Jagannath
Temple in Odisha’s
Puri today performed
a special puja at West
Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee’s
residence at Kalighat
in Kolkata. The team
led by Jagannath Das
Mohapatra, who dons
the role of bodyguard
(Badagrahi) of Lord
Jagannath during
Ratha Jatra,  per-
formed the rituals.
Apart from the CM,
her nephew and

Trinamool Congress’
Lok Sabha MP
Abhishek Banerjee

was also present on the
occasion. This coin-
cided with the day of

announcement of
schedule of assembly
polls in four states and

one union territory, in-
cluding West Bengal.
Mamata, along with
her nephew, prayed for
the success of the party
in the forthcoming
state Assembly polls.
It was learnt from the
sources that the family
could not travel to Puri
this year ahead of the
elections, owing to
tight schedule and the
Covid-19 pandemic.
Abhishek usually takes
a couple of trips to
Puri every year but it
was not possible for
him also due to his tight
schedule.

COVID Vaccination: Know The Documents To Carry With You
(A.O. Bureau)
Bhubaneswar, Feb 26:
The nationwide
COVID-19 vaccination
drive was launched on
16th January, 2021. This
will be exponentially ex-
panded to the following
age-groups from 1st
March, 2021:
i) all citizens above 60
years of age, and ii) those
within the age bracket of
45 to 59 years with
specified comorbidities.
All beneficiaries, regard-
less of the mode of ac-
cess, have been advised
to carry any one of the
following photo ID docu-
ments: Aadhar Card.,
Electoral Photo Identity
Card (EPIC). The Photo
ID card specified at the
time of registration in
case of online registration
(if not Aadhar or EPIC).
Certificate of
comorbidity for citizens
in age group of 45 years
to 59 years (signed by a
registered medical prac-
titioner). Employment
certificate/ Official Iden-
tity Card – (either but
with photo and date of
birth) for HCWs and
FLWs. Process of regis-
tration shall be through
three routes: Advance
Self-Registration: The
beneficiaries will be able
to self register in advance
by downloading the CO-
Win 2.0 portal and
through other IT Appli-
cations such as Arogya
Setu etc. This will show
the Government and pri-
vate hospitals serving as
COVID Vaccination
Centres (CVCs) with
date and time of the avail-

able schedules. The ben-
eficiary would be able to
choose the CVC of his/
her choice and book an
appointment for vaccina-
tion.
On-site Registration:
Facility of On-Site reg-
istration allows those
who cannot self register
in advance to walk into
the identified COVID
Vaccination Centres and
get themselves regis-
tered on-site and then
vaccinated.
Facilitated Cohort Regis-
tration: Under this mecha-

nism, the State/UT Gov-
ernment will take proac-
tive lead. Specific date(s)
for COVID vaccination
will be decided where tar-
get groups of potential
beneficiaries will be vac-
cinated. The State/UT
health authorities will en-
sure that that the target
groups are actively
mobilised and brought to
the vaccination centres.
ASHAs, ANMs,
Panchayati Raj represen-
tatives and Women’s Self
Help Groups (SHGs) will
be utilized for mobilizing
the target groups.
Under all the above three
routes, all beneficiaries
would be captured on

Co-WIN2.0 platform
and would be issued digi-
tal QR Code based pro-
visional (on receiving the
first does) and final (on
receiving second dose)
certificates. These can be
downloaded from the link
shown in the SMS the
beneficiary shall receive
after the vaccination. Print
out of these certificates
can also be taken from the
Vaccination Centres. Vac-
cination will be free of
charge at the Government
Vaccination Centres. The
beneficiary will have to

show a photo ID docu-
ment for proof of age
(preferably Aadhar card
or EPIC card) and cer-
tificate of co-morbidity (if
required). Those taking
the COVID vaccine at
any designated/
empanelled private health
facility will have to pay a
pre-fixed charge. States
and UTs have been
asked to keep a Vaccina-
tion Scale-up Plan ready
which will include the
granular weekly and fort-
nightly plans for scaling up
the vaccination sites both
within the government and
private facilities and also
the number of vaccine
doses administered.

Odisha Allows BSKY Empanelled Private
Hospitals As Vaccination Session Sites

(A.O. Bureau)
Bhubaneswar, Feb 26:
The State Health and
Family Welfare
(H&FW) Department
today allowed the pri-
vate hospitals,
empanelled under Biju
Swasthya Kalyan
Yojana (BSKY), as the
Covid-19 vaccination
session sites. Issuing a
circular today to all the
Collectors and CDM &
PHOs, Odisha H&FW
ACS P.K. Mohapatra
stated that the private

hospitals empanelled
under BSKY have been
allowed as Private
COVID Vaccination
Centres (PCVC) for eli-
gible citizens. Along with
the circular, the Depart-
ment also enclosed the
list of those private hos-
pitals and the respective
nodal officers. Even the
COWIN 2.0 guidance
note has also been en-
closed. Asking the con-
cerned authorities to im-
mediately take steps to
verify the facility has

minimum requirements
as per 4.2 (C), the cir-
cular has also mentioned
the guidance note as be-
low: 1. Sufficient Cold
Chain equipment and
capacity. 2. Sufficient
rooms/space for waiting
area, vaccination and
observation post vacci-
nation. 3. Sufficient
number of trained vac-
cinators and verifiers. 4.
Ability to manage the
Adverse Events Fol-
lowing Immunization
(AEFI) as per the norms
and guidelines of the
Ministry. The circular
has also asked all the eli-
gible hospitals to get reg-
istered as PCVC in
COWIN 2.0 within the
timelines allowed by the
Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare
(MoHFW).

Chit Fund Scam: OPID Court Orders For
Confiscation Of Properties Of Seashore Group
(A.O. Bureau)
Cuttack, Feb 26: In a
significant order the
Odisha Protection of In-
terests of Depositors
(OPID) court here to-
day directed to confis-
cate all movable and im-
movable properties of
the Ponzi firm Seashore
Group. “The designated
court under the OPID
Act ordered for the con-
fiscation of around 197
acres of land, three cars,
Rs 1, 88, 75,104.88
kept in 266 bank ac-
counts, 1.385 Kg of

gold and 2 quintals of
silver belonging to the
Seashore group,” in-
formed Bibekananda
Bhuyan, Special Public
Prosecutor. Bhuyan said
that the aforementioned
properties will put under
the hammer through a
public auction and the
proceeds will be distrib-
uted among depositors
of Seashore Group.
“One step is over with
this order for attachment
of the aforementioned
properties,” Bhuyan
added.

Bharat Bandh Impact In Odisha
(A.O. Bureau)
Bhubaneswar, Feb 26:
As per the Bharat
bandh call given by
Confederation of All
India Traders (CAIT)
over various issues, in-
cluding e-way bill and
GST,  shops and other
business establishments
have downed their
shutters across the
state today. However,
essential services and
vehicular movements
have not been affected
due to the shutdown.
Impacts of the strike is
being seen at various
places, including the
Twin City, Rourkela,
Balasore and

Berhampur. In
Bhubaneswar, major
markets located in
Unit-I and II, Bapuji
Nagar and Kalpana
have remained closed.
The 12-hour band will

be observed till 6 PM
today. “The Govern-
ment claims GST as a
simple taxation pro-
cess, but there are a lot
of complications in it.
Till yet, the Government

has made 950 amend-
ments in the GST Act.
But none of them is eas-
ing our work. We are
not opposing the GST
but we are against  the
amendments,” said a

protesting trader in
Rourkela. Worth men-
tioning, the Odisha
B y a b a s a y e e
Mahasangha yesterday
extended its support to
the bandh call over
various issues, includ-
ing GST, e-way bill,
FASTag and fuel price
hike.  Around 20 lakh
shops and business es-
tablishments have re-
mained shut in the state
Earlier yesterday,  the
state Government di-
rected all district ad-
ministrations to take
preventive measures to
avoid any untoward in-
cident during the pro-
test.

Mansinghpatna Victim Girl Safe, 4 Suspects Including
Woman Under Scanner, Says Cuttack DCP
(A.O. Bureau)
Cuttack, Feb 26: In
yesterday’s shocking inci-
dent of a young woman,
who was rescued from a
house set on fire by mis-
creants in Mansinghpatna
area of the city here and
her limbs tied up, Cuttack
DCP informed today that
the condition of the victim
girl is safe without any in-
juries and the four suspects
including a woman are
being on the investigative
lens. Interacting with me-
dia persons today, Cuttack
DCP Prateek Singh in-
formed, “Our Lalbag Po-
lice Station received a re-

port that a girl of
Mansinghpatna was alone
in the house. Some un-
known persons trespassed
into the house and as-
saulted her as well as the
house was found on fire.
Police immediately rushed
to the spot, rescued the girl
and shifted to hospital. The

victim girl is absolutely
safe. No injuries. As per
prima facie, certain names
of the persons we have
collected and investigation
is being done accordingly.”
“It’s being suspected that
some persons from her
extended family are in-
volved in it,” he remarked.
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EDITORIAL
Blood on hands
Over 6,500 migrants, including 2,711 Indians, have died working

on Qatar’s World Cup-related projects. It’s called “The beau-

tiful game”. The loftiest event of the sport, known as the World

Cup, garners the maximum number of viewers in any discipline of

any sporting contest across the globe. The “greatest spectacle on

Earth” involves glamour, charisma, passion, superhuman athleticism,

national pride and, certainly not the least, zillions of dollars for the

host country as well as for the Zurich-headquartered Federation of

International Football Association (FIFA) in television broadcast

and other rights. The FIFA World Cup taxes the host nation a lot in

terms of manpower, infrastructure and other facilities, but the mon-

etary returns far outweigh the cost input and the moolah raked in is

a purse bigger than what you’d see from any other event, even the

Olympics. And Qatar is the proud host of the next edition of the

World Cup in November 2022. But behind all the glitz and

razzmatazz of the shiny stadia and the spruced setup in the Persian

Gulf nation, is a sordid tale of hardships, torture and human rights

abuse, ending in death. According to The Guardian, thousands of

migrant workers have died in Qatar since it was unexpectedly

chosen as the host for the extravaganza in December 2010. More

than 6,500 migrant labourers from five South Asian countries —

India, Pakistan, Nepal, Bangladesh and Sri Lanka have died, on

an average of 12 deaths each week, according to the British daily.

While 2,711 of those who died hailed from India, Nepali workers

accounted for 1,641 deaths, followed by Bangladesh at more than

1,000 and Pakistan 824. With inconsistent and imprecise records,

it is difficult to assess the exact causes for the deaths but official

records range from “blunt trauma” to “asphyxia” and “hanging”,

though the most common is “natural death”. The actual toll is likely

to be significantly higher given that the analysis did not include deaths

from other countries known to send large numbers of workers to

Qatar, such as Kenya and the Philippines. It is likely that a signifi-

cant number of the total deaths occurred on projects related to the

World Cup as Qatar has undertaken a massive construction

programme to prepare for the tournament, including building seven

stadiums, a new airport as well as broad additions to its public

transportation network. It’s time for the Indian Government, as

well as the United Nations Human Rights Council, to finally take

cognisance of the pitiable working and dwelling conditions of mi-

grant workers in Qatar and censure it severely.

Centre’s IT Rules bring answerability in digital ecosystem. But they also increase political control

West Bengal and Bangladesh
There has been a major change
in people’s thinking ahead of
State poll; even the most secu-
lar of them fear that Bengal might
become another Bangladesh. As
lucidly brought out by Timur
Kuran, a Turkish American
economist who teaches at the
Duke University, the practice of
Islam inhibits business growth
and, therefore, does not enable
economic progress or develop-
ment. The prohibition of usury
is an example. This explains why
Islamic societies have not been
economically productive. There-
fore, they had to become adept
at the conquest of other lands in
search of resources. Bangladesh
has an added handicap. For cen-
turies, the Bengali elite was more
land-owning than business-run-
ning. The Bangladeshi culture
took its cue from the Bengali
elite. Islam is a comprehensive
prescription for living, including
politics, with the Quran as the
ultimate reference point. No
Muslim ruler could deviate from
that path. Ideally, jamhuriyat
(consensus) was the solution.
Monarchy, autocracy and oligar-
chy were the only alternatives,
which left democracy no space.
Sheikh Hasina Wazed somehow
fights elections. She has won
four terms in all, is relatively
secular and grateful to India for
the freedom of Bangladesh. Her
predecessor, Begum Khaleda
Zia, was not. Khaleda’s husband
Ziaur Rahman was almost pro-
Pakistani, being a Muslim ashraf
(a  descendant  of  Prophet
Muhammad). But what after
Hasina Wazed retires or relin-
quishes power? Would not there
be a change in the country’s for-
eign policy, especially vis-à-vis
India? It is uncanny that the
Bengali Hindu elite founded a
Hindu political ideology. Raj
Narain Bose is reputed to have
coined the term “Hindutva”, or
at least used it for the first time

in 1863. He was the grandfather
of Yogi Aurobindo Ghosh. The
Hindu Anushilan Samiti was
founded and functioned only in
Bengal, with even the great poet
Rabindranath Tagore being its
leading light. The movement
against the partition of Bengal in
1905 was largely led by Yogi
Aurobindo and actively sup-
ported by Tagore. The Bengal
Renaissance was a Hindu phe-
nomenon. With the annulment of
the partition of Bengal by Em-
peror George V in 1911 at the
Delhi Durbar, the Hindu punch
softened with the idea of having
Hindu-Muslim cordiality. That
was the inauguration of so-called
secularism in Bengal. The Bengali
elite began regretting their con-
duct towards Muslims. Say, invit-
ing a Muslim co-villager to a
wedding dinner, making him sit
separately to eat and then ex-
pecting him to carry his thali to
clean. This is just one example.
ith the rise of Netaji Subhas, the
Hindu-Muslim cordiality tended
towards friendship. A moderate
leader, Fazlur Rahman of the
Krishak Party, became the Pre-
mier of Bengal; this secular trend
cont inued.  By ear ly  1947,

Netaji’s elder brother Sarat
Bose, Fazlur Rahman and Sir
Abdul Rahim were discussing the
prospects of a third dominion,
namely, undivided Bengal in ad-
dition to Hindustan and Pakistan.
After  Independence,  the
Nehruvian ethos and the ap-
peasement of Muslims for their
votes inflated this trend. The Par-
tition, which displaced many Hin-
dus, did not lead to any real an-
tagonism against Muslims in Ben-
gal in its immediate aftermath as
well as later. So much so that
being associated with the RSS,
the Hindu Mahasabha or the Jana
Sangh became infra dig. The
Hindu political movement could
not throw up a popular leader af-
ter Syama Prasad Mookerjee
died mysteriously in Kashmir.
Jana Sangh leader Haripada
Bharati was respected but with-
out mass appeal. The secular
show persisted and infiltrators
from Bangladesh were encour-
aged for their votes. Yet, the Is-
lamist penny dropped at last in
the Bengali Hindu’s mind. Clearly
a revolutionary change is taking
place that may well have a reac-
t ion across  the  border  in
Bangladesh. There has been a

cataclysmic change in the think-
ing of people in West Bengal with
the approaching Assembly elec-
tions. It is truly a metamorpho-
sis because, for decades, West
Bengal has both resisted the
dominat ion of  what  the
bhadralok would call a “Hindi
heartland party” and has prided
itself on its avowedly secular
outlook; the Bengali identity has
been preponderant over the re-
ligious one. However, the inces-
sant mollycoddling of the reli-
gious minority and even the most
radical jihadist elements has
slowly but surely brought on an
about-turn in the Bengali mind.
To the extent that even the most
secular among them have begun
to fear that their State might be-
come another Bangladesh. The
first major sign of West Bengal’s
changing political mood was the
2019 Lok Sabha election in
which the BJP won 18 out of 42
parliamentary seats. The rapidly
shifting scenario with the ap-
proach of the 2021 Assembly
election is the beginning of a new
chapter in West Bengal’s politi-
cal journey, one that will have
implications beyond the State.
West Bengal is very much in the
news, especially because of the
impending Assembly elections.
The country is witnessing an ac-
rimonious tussle where the rul-
ing Trinamool Congress’ incum-
bent Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee is fighting to save her
Government in the face of a de-
termined assault by the BJP. The
remarkable drama of the West
Bengal elections is the by-now-
discernible wave of discontent
against Mamata — sitting Min-
isters and political heavyweights
do not otherwise quit on poll eve
to join the Opposition. But more
significant is the change taking
place in the Bengali psyche.
There is growing willingness to
be more integrally an arm of
Bharat

Prafull Goradia

Apar Gupta writes: The substance of many

of the requirements were never put to pub-

lic consultation or deliberation by experts.

This is particularly the case for the regula-

tions for online news portals and video

streaming platforms.In the polarised envi-

ronment that we now inhabit, there are

few public agreements. One of these rare

instances is an agreement that social me-

dia is broken. For many commentators,

this is an area that needs urgent govern-

ment intervention. But the form and shape

of this intervention becomes again an issue

of adversarial contest and controversy.

This issue is fundamental to how today’s

information ecology operates as large Sili-

con Valley platforms have become

gatekeepers of social behaviours and the

tremendous power they hold is anti-demo-

cratic. The Government of India has been

alive to these dangers and has over time

sought to devise a core framework that

governs social media. This framework

known as the “intermediary liability” has

been made legally through Section 79 of

the Information Technology Act, 2000, that

has been supplemented by operational

rules, and the Supreme Court judgment in

Shreya Singhal v. Union of India. All this

legalese essentially provides large technol-

ogy companies immunity for the content

that is transmitted and stored by them. In

return for this immunity, they have to com-

ply with a set of conditions that is set by the

government through a rule-making power.

On Thursday, the Government of India

announced drastic changes to it through

the Information Technology (Intermediary

Guidelines and Digital Media Ethics Code)

Rules, 2021. These changes, as an-

nounced in a joint press conference by the

Minister for Information Technology and

the Minister for Information and Broadcast-

ing, contain three big highlights. First, fresh

obligations for social media companies and

platforms. Many of these obligations have

been the topic of discussion since Decem-

ber 2018 when The Indian Express first

broke the news about a “confidential” meet-

ing in which the proposed amendments

were mooted. The substance of many of

these proposals has been retained and hurt

both user privacy and free expression online.

t is important to note that the regulations do

contain some features that bring account-

ability to social media platforms. For in-

stance, they require that prior to a content

takedown, a user should be provided ad-

equate notice. However, on balance, such

progressive features are heavily outweighed.

Take traceability, where instant messaging

platforms which deploy end-to-end encryp-

tion that helps keep our conversations pri-

vate will now effectively be broken. This is

because now the government may require

that each message sent through WhatsApp

or any other similar application be tied to

the identity of the user. When put in the larger

context of an environment that is rife with

cybersecurity threats, an inconsistent rule of

law and the absence of any surveillance

oversight, this inspires fear and self-censor-

ship among users. While in the present lan-

guage, there is greater specificity and some

salutary language, ultimately, all of it means

little. The core of the traceability require-

ment undermines the core value of private

conversations. Two other changes need to

be highlighted that go beyond social media

companies — the government regulating

digital news media portals as well as online

video streaming platforms. Here, an over-

sight mechanism is being created without

any clear legislative backing and will now

increasingly perform functions similar to

those played by the Ministry of Informa-

tion and Broadcasting for TV regulation.

For instance, as per Rule 13(4), this also

now includes powers of censorship such

as apology scrolls, but also blocking of con-

tent. All of this is being planned to be done

without any legislative backing or a clear

law made by Parliament. A similar prob-

lem exists with digital news media portals.

The purview of the Information Technol-

ogy Act, 2000, is limited. It only extends to

the blocking of websites and intermediary

liabilities framework, but does not extend

to content authors and creators. Hence,

the Act does not extend to news media

despite which it is being stretched to do so

by executive fiat. This may seem like legal

semantics but all of this visits itself in terrible

outcomes. For instance, the oversight func-

tion will be played by a body that is not an

autonomous regulator but one composed

of high ranking bureaucrats. This provides

for the discretionary exercise of govern-

ment powers of censorship over these sec-

tors. Here, the argument is not against the

complete absence of regulation, but one

that proceeds from clear first principles of

constitutionality and safeguards the right to

receive information for end users while

minimising threats. through more delibera-

tive, parliamentary processes and by ex-

amining bodies in other democracies,

which face similar challenges. For instance,

OFCOM, a regulator in the United King-

dom, has been studying and enforcing regu-

lations that promise higher levels of pro-

tection for citizens’ rights and consistency

in enforcement. Instead, the present for-

mulation increases government control that

suffers from legality and core design faults.

It will only increase political control. With-

out question, Thursday’s press conference

is a watershed moment in the history of the

internet in India. It will radically transform

the digital information ecology. Here, to our

shared regret, the substance of many of

the requirements were never put to public

consultation or deliberation by experts. This

is particularly the case for the regulations

for online news portals and video stream-

ing platforms. On these aspects, there has

been opacity. Many of the proposed

changes continue with greater finesse, and

what I had first in 2018 termed as a “Chi-

nese model of online surveillance and cen-

sorship”. It is feared that despite material

changes made to the draft rules, and

some noticeable improvements in greater

precision, the core and the substance of

the autocratic approach that devalues free

speech and privacy remains. In some re-

spects, it has even become worse, with

the proposal for an illegal and unconstitu-

tional extension of executive power to

regulate online news media and video

streaming platforms. While every internet

user in India needs oversight and account-

ability from big tech, it should not be at

the cost of increasing political control,

chilling our voices online and hurting indi-

vidual privacy.

Apar Gupta

Slip of the tongue?
Whether it was the heat of the moment or well-considered ac

tion,  only the Gandhi scion would know. But the bullet has

been fired and now it is for Rahul and the Congress to bear the recoil. At

a recent rally in Kerala, Rahul said: “For the first 15 years, I was a

Member of Parliament from the North, so I had got used to a different

type of politics. For me, coming to Kerala was very refreshing because

suddenly I found that people (here) are interested in issues, and not just

superficially but in detail.” Whether it will reap dividends or prove coun-

terproductive to the ‘Grand Old Party’ in the forthcoming Assembly

elections is best left to the wisdom of voters but Rahul’s latest statement

has provided the BJP with fresh fodder to attack the Congress. To be

fair, Rahul is not known for making statements that reek of divisive

politics: He is straightforward, to the point and plain, and this is what

makes him vulnerable. His statements often lend themselves to the

creation of memes, courtesy Information Technology (IT) cells affiliated

to other political parties who strive hard to prove that Rahul doesn’t

have the “potential” to be a leader, forget about becoming the Prime

Minister in future. However, if the statement was made after due con-

sideration, it’s probably time for him to think about changing his advi-

sors. What he said, could still have been conveyed without generating

a controversy had he been a little more careful with his choice of words.

On the face of it, there is nothing inappropriate in the statement unless

implied meanings are derived from it. But such derivations are common

in politics and if Rahul is ignorant of it, it’s his fault. Going by the adage that

“politics is all about opportunity”, senior BJP leaders jumped at the

chance and accused the Congress leader of indulging in divisive politics

for gains in the Kerala elections. In a country where leaders regularly

stoop to new lows and then get away by claiming that they didn’t

actually mean what they said, Rahul’s comment is nothing to make such

a hullaballoo about. Our heads still drop in shame when we are re-

minded of remarks like “khaki underwear” by Azam Khan or when

Mulayam Singh Yadav justified rape, saying “Boys err at times, wrong

to hang rapists”, or even Lalu Prasad’s boastful remark that “Bihar’s

roads would be made like the cheeks of Hema Malini”. Now, Rahul

has cancelled his Left-Congress joint rally in Bengal, apparently to fo-

cus more on Kerala. It could be that the southern State seems more

promising to him since the Congress’ prospects are rather bleak in

West Bengal where the fight is directly between the TMC and the BJP.

Well, while Rahul is caught in a storm, the Congress old guard have

come up with some sound advice, with Kapil Sibal saying the “wis-

dom of the electors” should be respected for they know “who to vote

for and why”. With leaders of such acumen, balance and maturity still

serving the party, one wonders why Rahul doesn’t seek their advice

before making such foot-in-the-mouth remarks. Could it be something

to do with the internal fault lines? Let’s leave it for the Congress to

decide.
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Emergency Mock drill conducted at IMFA Therubali

(A.O. Bureau)
Rayagada, Feb 26: To-
day dated Friday, Feb
26th, 2021, an emer-
gency mock drill was
conducted as per ad-
vice of Dist Collector
Rayagada to assess the
preparedness to

handle emergency sce-
narios. Mr. Swaroop
Jena, Dy. Director Fac-
tories & Boilers,
Rayagada division ad-
vised to create a sce-
nario in furnace area
which is a difficult task
to handle fire and res-

cue drill, but can be
helpful in tackling real
situations, if occurred.
Mr K V Rao, unit head
of Therubali accepting
the suggestions, con-
ducted a mock drill in
the furnace area which
was appreciated by the

delegates. Mr. Ranjit
Nayak, Asst Director
Factories & Boilers,
Rayagada Zone was
present in the event
and advised to train all
workmen regularly
with f irst  aid and
firefighting techniques.

Mr. Sangram Hansda,
District Fire Officer
also praised the efforts
put by the combat
team & rescue team to
handle fire & rescue
the casualty from up-
stairs to ground floor.
Officials from nearby
industries M/s JK Pa-
per, M/s Utkal Alu-
mina, M/s Hanuman
Oxygen and M/s
Vardhman Chemicals
were invited to wit-
ness the mock drill.
The meeting was co-
ordinated by
Ramakrushna Tripathy,
Sr. Manager safety and
Mr. Kallol Kumar
Nayak DGM HR con-
cluded the session by
giving a vote of thanks.

PPT Hospital Bags Top In Municipality Swachh Survekshan-2021
(A.O. Bureau)
Paradip, Feb 26: The
Paradip Municipality has
awarded the Swachh
Survekshan-2021 Award
to various organizations
for the purpose of creat-
ing Swachh Bharat
awareness and increasing
competitiveness in the
Paradip municipality. The
first prize was awarded to
Paradip Port Trust (PPT)
Hospital in the hospital
category.  Under the di-
rect supervision and lead-
ership of the Chief Medi-
cal Officer (CMO),PPT
Dr.Prahllad Chandra
Panda, the award has
been given to the day-to-
day sanitation work within
the hospital, including the
Swachh Bharat program,

at the port hospital pre-
mises. Similarly, the first
prize was awarded to
Hotel Empires in the ho-
tel industry category,
Kendriya Vidyalaya within
the school, Slum Protec-
tion Committee of Ward
No. 9 of RWA, State
Bank of India (SBI) in the
bank sector, Jagannath
Temple among religious

institutions and Engineer-
ing and Construction in
the private sector were
been awarded.  In this
regard, municipal execu-
tive officer Sourindra
Kumar Rautaray pre-
sented awards and certifi-
cates to the meritorious
institutions at a function
held at the Paradip Mu-
nicipal Hall.

Swayam Sahayak Group Sports Competition 2021
(A.O. Bureau)
Rengali, Feb 26: With
the aim of empowering
women and sustainable
livelihoods, Aditya Alu-
minum Langa has orga-
nized sports competi-
tions on the occasion of
Women's Day in the
framework of the
project-enabled activi-
ties. A total of 475 mem-
bers from 120 self-help

groups from five gram
panchayats in the
Rengali block took part
in the event. The event
featured hustle and
bustle, running, jokes,
basketball, and contests.
And 72 winners were
awarded prizes and
household appliances.
The event was attended
by Odisha Livelihood
Mission officials,

Anganwadi and
Ashakarmi. Aditya Pari
Persian Development
Department Chief Mrs.
Sweta Upadhyay, along
with Manager Mr.
Manaranjan Behera
were present and dis-
tributed prizes to the
meritorious contestants.
The show has seemed a
bit unfocused in recent
episodes.

Landmine Detected In Sanctuary In Odisha
(A.O. Bureau)
Nuapada, Feb 26: A
major mishap was
averted as CRPF
jawans detected a
landmine planted near
Cherechuan checkgate
of Sunabeda sanctuary
in Odisha’s Nuapada
district, today. Accord-
ing to reports, the secu-
rity forces spotted two
wires near the

checkgate during
combing operation.
Later, it led to the de-
tection of the explosive
weighing over 15 kg.
On being informed, a
bomb disposal squad
rushed to the spot and
defused the landmine. It
is suspected that the ex-
plosive was planted by
the Maoists to target ci-
vilians or security forces.

IIC Arrested In Dhenkanal While Accepting
Bribe To Fix A Dowry Torture Case

(A.O. Bureau)
Dhenkanal, Feb 26:
Vigilance department
sleuths today arrested
the Inspector-In-
Charge (IIC) of
Nihalprasad police sta-
tion in Dhenkanal dis-
trict for taking bribe.
The tainted IIC identi-
fied as Chittaranjan
Behera was caught by
Vigilance department
sleuths while taking a
bribe of Rs 6,000 from
one Aintha Sethi to
strike-off section 307

IPC (attempt to mur-
der) from a dowry-re-
lated case registered at
Nihalprasad police sta-
tion. Behera had alleg-
edly demanded Rs
20,000 to strike off the
section, Vigilance offi-
cials caught him while
he was taking Rs 6,000
from Sethi through his
personal driver Prakash
Mahalik. “IIC
Nihalprasad had de-
manded Rs 6,000 from
the complainant to delete
section 307 from a

dowry torture case. IIC
Nihalprasad was caught
taking the bribe amount
through two private per-
sons Prakash Mahalik
and Laxman Sethi.
Mahalik is the personal
driver of Nihalprasad
IIC. We have seized the
bribe amount,” informed
Surendra Nath Raiguru,
DSP, Vigilance. In this
case, we have arrested
Prakash Mahalik,
Laxman Sethi, and IIC
Nihalprasad, Raiguru
added.

IPL Betting Racket In Odisha: Kingpin Arrested From West Bengal

(A.O. Bureau)
Berhampur, Feb 26:
Odisha Police arrested
kingpin from West Ben-
gal in connection with a
betting racket in Indian
Premier League (IPL).
The principal accused

stockist Dinesh Kumar
Rathi (46) was appre-
hended at Sovaram
Basak Street area under
Posta Police Station in
Kolkata on February 24,
informed Gosaninuagaon
Police today. The ac-

cused has been remanded
to police custody of
Gosaninuagaon Police for
five days after he was pro-
duced before the
ACMM Court on Feb-
ruary 25 in Kolkata. The
police also seized a mo-

bile phone, SIM cards
and laptop from his pos-
session. According to re-
ports, Dinesh was oper-
ating the cricket betting
racket from Kolkata.
During the course of in-
vestigation, the police
have frozen a number of
bank accounts of Dinesh
having cash of Rs
72,96,000. Four months
ago, the police had busted
the IPL betting racket by
arresting six persons from
Gosaninuagaon in
Ganjam district. The ac-
cused persons were dis-
tributors R. Lalie Achary,
K. Prasant Kumar
Subudhi, Vishal Agarwal,
Ajaya Kumar Panda,
Sanjit Kumar Behera and

one seller Ajit Kumar
Barada. They were ar-
rested along with seizure
of huge cash amounting
to Rs 30 lakh, mobile
phones, SIM cards, PAN
cards, motor vehicles as
well as screenshots from
the mobile phone used for
facilitating online IPL bet-
ting. On October29, 2021,
the police had conducted
raid at different places and
arrested two bookies of
Gandhi Nagar area on
charges of online betting in
IPL 2020 matches . The
cops also seized cash of Rs
33,61,200 from their pos-
session. The raid was con-
ducted by a  team led by
Berhampur SP Pinak
Mishra.

Shocking! Youth Rapes 81-YO Neighbour In Odisha; Arrested
(A.O. Bureau)
Bhawanipatna, Feb 26:
In a shameful yet ghastly
incident, a 81-year-old
woman has allegedly
been raped by a youth
here in Kalahandi dis-
trict. However, the ac-
cused aged 22 years has

been arrested and pro-
duced before court. As
per police sources, ac-
cused Bhaja Ghee, son
of Tikaram Ghee, re-
sides in Lane-17 of  Ir-
rigation Colony  here.
Finding the elderly
woman alone in his

neighbour’s house, he
went there at around
6.15 PM on February
20 and allegedly raped
her later. Moreover, he
also allegedly gave her
life threats if she dis-
closes the matter before
anyone. On February

22, family members of
the victim lodged a com-
plaint at Bhawanipatna
Town police station in
this regard. Police sta-
tion IIC Satya Nanda
registered a case under
Sections 376 (1), 506,
341 and 294 of IPC and

began an investigation.
Later, the police re-
corded statement of the
victim before the Mag-
istrate and also sent her
for medical examination.
After arresting the youth,
the cops produced him
before court last night.

Mayurbhanj District Administration Issues Special Covid-19 Guidelines For Baripada
(A.O. Bureau)
Baripada, Feb 26: In view
of a fresh spike in the num-
ber of Covid-19 cases in
some states, Mayurbhanj
district administration on
Thursday issued special
guidelines in the town to en-
sure strict implementation of
Corona virus safety proto-
cols. According to reports,
district and police authorities
have been advised to check
and ensure strict observance
of Covid-19 safety proto-
cols such as the mandatory
wearing of masks, maintain-
ing physical distancing at

public places including
workplaces and educational
institutions. The guidelines
also stated that large con-
gregations must be avoided
at the market places ensur-
ing strict implementation of
Covid-19 safety protocols.
No marriage ceremony,
political or social events will
be allowed without a No
Objection Certificate from
the police. The district ad-
ministration has also warned
the people that strong ac-
tion will be taken against the
persons violating the Covid-
19 guidelines. Enforcement

squads have been formed
to ensure strict implemen-
tation of the Covid-19
norms. “There has been a
surge in the number of
Covid-19 cases in the ad-
joining states. So, the ad-

ministration has alerted all
the concerned officials in the
district and block level. We
have discussed about the
strict implementation of
Covid-19 norms with the
officials through a video

conferencing. I request all
the people of Baripada
town to cooperate with the
administration in controlling
the pandemic,” said
Mayurbhanj Collector
Vineet Bhardwaj.

35-Year-Old Contractor In Odisha’s Sonepur
Attempts Self-Immolation In Police Station
(A.O. Bureau)
Sonepur, Feb 26: A 35-
year-old contractor al-
legedly attempted to
end his life by setting
himself on fire inside the
Binika police station on
Friday. Sources said the
attempt on life by the
contractor was over al-
leged non-payment of
dues towards a road
construction work
which he undertook
around 10 years ago at
Jharbahali village under

Ulunda block of Sonepur
district. The young con-
tractor, identified as
Trilochan Purohit (Sintu) of
Jharbahali village in the dis-
trict, however was pre-
vented from his bid after
officials present at the po-
lice station overpowered
him. Sintu alleged that one

Bijay Purty, a junior engi-
neer (JE) presently posted
in Binika block has not
cleared his pending bill of
Rs 87,000 for carrying out
a road construction work
at Jharbahali under Ulunda
block in 2011-2012. Purty
was then posted in Ulunda
block.



27  FEB 2021

SATURDAYBHUBANESWAR

66666

The Girl On The Train movie review: Parineeti Chopra film has the subtlety of Shatabadi Express
New Delhi, Feb 26: The
Girl On The Train movie
review: Overstated writ-
ing and choppy contriv-
ances make Parineeti
Chopra film go off the
rails. Mira Kapoor is a
girl, on a train. She’s a
lush. Armed with a hip
flask, into which deep
inroads are frequently
made. Thick kohl-
smudged eyes, slurred
tongue, fogged brain.
She takes the same train,
back and forth from
London to the suburbs,
everyday. Everyday, she
passes her former home,
which falls along the
tracks, in which lives a
pretty woman Mira en-
vies. And then one day,
that woman goes miss-
ing. A body is found in
the woods. And ques-
tions abound. This latest
edition of ‘The Girl On
The Train’ comes after
Hollywood version of
the same name in which
Emily Blunt plays the al-
coholic stalker with a
dark past, which in turn
was based on Paula
Hawkins’ bestselling

novel. The use of the
‘girl’ in the title may have
been used to remind you
of ‘Gone Girl’, in which
Gillian Flynn gave us a
hot take on the sexual,
sensual girl who uses her
wiles to buy her way out
of trouble. (It also
launched an endless ar-
ray of thrillers with ‘girl’
in the title.) Hawkins’ girl
wasn’t as sharp as
Flynn’s, but there was
something beguiling
about the way she let us
into her head, even
though the film had too
much going on– too
many characters, too
much sloshing of vodka,
too many red herrings. It
was Blunt’s perfor-
mance, even if it wasn’t
her best, which carried
the film through. The
trouble with Parineeti
Chopra’s Mira is that
you never completely
buy her. As the girl with
unresolved trauma trying
to put behind her broken
marriage, the actor looks
just right. A lot of thought
has gone into the unmade
hair, the smeared kajal,

the blood-shot eyes. But
she isn’t written with
enough depth. We have
no idea who Mira is,
before and after she
meets with the smart
Shekhar (Avinash
Tiwary), who wins her
over before the first song
is out. Yes, there are
songs in the film. A
Bollywood adaptation
of a murder mystery
without ‘naach-gaana’,
in 2021? Perish the
thought. It’s also why the
film is two hours long.

The overstated writing
lets down the plot, which
in any case is filled with
apparently unrelated
characters popping in
and out: a very take-
charge type of police
woman (Kriti Kulhari) is
assigned to the case, a
mysterious photographer
creeps about the same
woods where the body
is found; a spot of black-
mail is in the air; an over-
friendly shrink (Roy
Chowdhury) shows up
briefly, as does a desi

mobster. The characters
come, and before we can
clock them, they go. And
Nusrat (Aditi Rao
Hydari), the lovely-look-
ing woman who sets ev-
erything into motion,
could just as easily have
been a wraith, so insub-
stantial is she. It’s only
after a good hour has
passed that the over-
wrought Chopra settles
down, to dig a little
deeper into her role, and
deliver moments when
you can see the girl’s
pain, even if fleeting. And
then the film swings right
back to its choppy con-
trivances, with a hard-
to-swallow climax.
Somewhere in the film,
Mira is spotted at
Paddington station, and
you flash back to the
near perfect Agatha
Christie whodunit ‘4.50
From Paddington’,
which is also about a
crime being witnessed
from a train compart-
ment. Now that’s writ-
ing. Here, you can see
the dialogue coming a
mile off.

Sara Ali Khan Goes on Holy Sojourn to Ajmer Sharif
Dargah with Amrita Singh, Ditches Diet for Sweet Lassi
New Delhi, Feb 26:
Bollywood actress Sara
Ali Khan took some time
out of her busy sched-
ule to visit Ajmer Sharif
Dargah on Friday, Feb-
ruary 26. The star kid
was in company of her
mother and actress
Amrita Singh. The duo,
dressed in light green
salwar-suits, offered
their prayers at the holy
shrine. Sara also shared
pictures from Ajmer,
wishing Jumma
Mubarak to her fans.
For the occasion of vis-
iting the religious site,
Sara opted for a green
kurta with white and
pink Lucknowi
Chikankari work, while
Amrita also sported a
printed green outfit for
the visit. One of the pic-
tures show the duo in-
side the dargah pre-
mises, while another one
was clicked outside the
shrine. The actress also
posted a series of pic-
tures on her Instagram

story. One of these were
shared by Sapna Singh,
standing next to Sara and
Amrita. A third picture
shows Sara flaunting a
kulhad full of lassi in the
Pink City aka Jaipur.
The actress, wearing
pink bangles, added the
tag ‘No Diet’ to her glass
full of the sweet lassi.
Seems like the mother-
daughter duo is having
the best time of their life
in this short trip to
Rajasthan. On the work
front, Sara is busy with
Aanand L Rai’s Atrangi
Re opposite Dhanush
and Akshay Kumar.
This is the first time
when the actors are col-

laborating together.
Sara’s last release was
David Dhawan’s Coolie
No 1, where she was
paired opposite Varun
Dhawan. The movie
was released on OTT
platform Amazon Prime.
Recently, the actress
was spotted with gifts
for Saif Ali Khan and
Kareena Kapoor’s sec-
ond baby. On Thursday,
the actress took some
time out to visit her new-
born half-sibling.
Dressed in an army green
boa t -neck - shaped
romper, Sara had her
hair wet and open as she
headed to her father’s
home with gift packages.

Ranbir Kapoor Planning an 'Alia Bhatt Section' in Their New Home?
New Delhi, Feb 26:
Love birds Ranbir
Kapoor and Alia Bhatt
have been dating each
other for quite some time
now. The duo have been
spotted chilling with
each other's families and
have also been around
during their tough times.
Now, a grapevine has it
that RK will be putting
up a huge canvas with
his lady love’s candid
pictures in their reno-
vated house. Recently,
Alia, Ranbir and Neetu
Kapoor were seen pay-
ing a visit to their under-
construction residence,
together in Mumbai. Ac-
cording to ETimes, the
huge collage of photos
that Ranbir has made
looks like a mosaic tile.
Rumours of their wed-
ding have been doing the
rounds for quite some
time. In fact, in an inter-
view with Rajeev
Masand, Ranbir had
said had pandemic not
hit, he would have got-
ten married to Alia in
2020 itself. The duo will
also soon be seen to-
gether in their friend and

director Ayan Mukerji’s
trilogy series
Brahmastra. The movie
also stars legendary ac-
tor Amitabh Bachchan.
Other important parts in
the film have been played
by Mouni Roy and
Akkineni Nagarjuna,
among others. Mean-
while, Alia’s upcoming
film Gangubai
Kathiawadi’s trailer has

received a roaring re-
sponse from her fans
and the members of fra-
ternity. Actors like Shah
Rukh Khan, Vicky
Kaushal, Priyanka
Chopra, Dia Mirza,
Varun Dhawan,Akshay
Kumar andKatrina
Kaif,among others,have
lauded her powerful
performance. The
movie is based on a

chapter from Hussain
Zaidi's book Mafia
Queens of Mumbai.The
biographical crime film
directed by Sanjay Leela
Bhansali features Alia in
the titular role. Other im-
portant roles in the movie
have been played by Vijay
Raaz, Seema Phawa,
among others. Ranbir, on
the other hand, will soon
be seen in a period action

drama film set in the
1800s. The film directed
by Karan Malhotra has
been titled as Shamshera.
The plot of the movie re-
volves around a dacoit
tribe that fought for their
rights and independence
against the British rule. The
star cast of the film also in-
cludes Sanjay Dutt, Vaani
Kapoor and Ronit Roy,
among others.

Ajay Devgn joins Alia in Gangubai Kathiawadi,
to begin shooting from tomorrow
Mumbai, Feb 26: Ajay Devgn has
joined the cast of Sanjay Leela
Bhansali's Gangubai Kathiawadi,
starring Alia Bhatt in the titular role.
He will begin shooting from Saturday.
Bollywood actor Ajay Devgn, who is
speculated to play a significant role in
Alia Bhatt-starrer Gangubai
Kathiawadi, will join the shoot from
Saturday. The recent teaser launch of
Sanjay Leela Bhansali's powerful big-
screen character of Gangubai, por-
trayed by Alia Bhatt, has created mas-
sive buzz and much anticipation for
the film. After much speculation, it is
confirmed that the Tanhaji star will be
seen playing a significant role in this
stem-winding story and will join the
Gangubai Kathiawadi team on Sat-
urday at a grand set that has been cre-

ated in Mumbai. The film, which sees
Ajay and Alia working together, also
celebrates the reunion of the super-
star and Sanjay Leela Bhansali after
22 years. Their earlier outing was the
iconic Hum Dil De Chuke Sanam.
Based on the book Mafia Queens of
Mumbai written by S Hussain Zaidi,
the film showcases the rise of a girl
named Gangubai Kothewali, a brothel
owner and matriarch from Kathiawad,
who had no choice but to embrace the
ways of destiny and swing it in her
favour. The project which marks the
first collaboration between Bhansali
and Alia will also see Bhansali Pro-
ductions collaborating with Jayantilal
Gada's Pen India Limited. The movie
is scheduled to hit the big screens on
July 30, 2021.

Tossing and Turning at Night? Eat These Wonder Foods Before Bed for Deep Sleep
New Delhi, Feb 26: Be-
ing able to sleep as soon
as you hit the bed is a
blessing. But there are
many people who experi-
ence trouble falling asleep.
There are several reasons
that can cause sleep dep-
rivation, such as stress, ex-
posure to light and lack of
consistent sleep schedule.
There are also beverages
such as tea and coffee that
activate the body and pre-
vent a person from falling
asleep. Luckily, there are
also food items that can
make you hit the bed
sooner and help you be
sound asleep. If you are
one of those who struggle
to fall asleep, read ahead:

Warm Turmeric Milk:
Drinking a warm glass of
golden milk can make you
feel calmer and induce
sleep. It is said to reduce
anxiety and have soothing
properties which can
make you fall asleep eas-
ily. Chicken: The meat
items have a high amount
of tryptophan which is an
essential amino acid that
can help you sleep.
Chicken as well as turkey
are both rich sources of
protein. You can under-
stand why you feel weary
and sleepy after eating a
meat-based meal. White
Rice: This food item which
is rich in carbohydrates
has been found to induce

to promote sleep. Apige-
nin binds to some recep-
tors in the brain. This ac-
tion reduces anxiety and
promotes sleep. The
quality of sleep has also
been found to have im-
proved in people con-
suming chamomile tea.
Bananas: Another rich
source of the sleep induc-
ing amino acid tryp-
tophan is banana. 11 mil-
ligrams of tryptophan is
present in a medium-
sized banana and the fruit
also contains magnesium.
Both these nutrients can
help you fall asleep eas-
ily as magnesium acti-
vates a calming mecha-
nism in the body.

sleep. Research suggests
that if foods with higher gly-
cemic index are consumed
one hour before sleep time,

then they can improve the
quality of sleep because a
study found that people
with higher rice intake

sleep better. Chamomile
tea: The honey-coloured
beverage contains apige-
nin which has been found

Shruti Haasan: OTT gives films a second lease of life
New Delhi, Feb 26: 2021
started off on a great note for
Shruti Haasan as her movie
Krack released in January and
worked well at the boxoffice.
“It was unbelievable and un-
paralleled how Telugu audi-
ences showed up for Krack.
It speaks highly of their love and
loyalty towards Telugu cinema.
We are thankful and how won-
derful for the movie business,

theatres and distributors. Ev-
eryone was nervous but with
the release, there was an all
round good energy for every-
one the industry and the audi-
ences,” says the actor, who is
on a professional high after hav-
ing signed Salaar opposite
Prabhas, and as the lead for a
web series, inspired by author
Ravi Subramanian’s bestseller
The Bestseller She Wrote.
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I accidentally became a cricketer, says Ashwin
Ahmedabad, Feb 26:
Called a modern day
legend by his captain
Virat Kohli, ace Indian
o f f - s p i n n e r
Ravichandran Ashwin
says he is actually an
accidental cricketer,
who is living a dream
with over 400 Test
wickets under his belt.
Ashwin reached the
milestone in the day-
night third Test against
England, which ended
here on Thursday with
India winning by 10
wickets inside two
days. Ashwin picked up
7 in the match to take
his overall tally to 401.
"I accidentally became
a cricketer. I am actu-
ally a cricket lover who
went on to become a
cricketer. I am living my
dream here, I never
imagined that I will wear
the Indian jersey one
day and I will play,"
Ashwin told bcci.Tv in
an interview but did not
elaborate on the re-
mark. According to
Ashwin, being in the
COVID-19 lockdown

made him realise just
how lucky he was to
play for India. "And ev-
ery time I finish playing
a game and if I give that
winning result for the
team, I just feel I am
being given a blessing,
but the COVID times
made me feel how
lucky I am to actually
play for India. "Even
when I came back after
the IPL, I never thought
I will play in Australia,
so that is what I said,
everything has been a
gift, for the love with
which I play the game,
the game is giving me
back enough and more
laurels," he added.
Ashwin, who also be-
came the second fast-
est bowler to reach the
400 Test wicket-mark
after Sri Lankan spin
legend Muttiah
Muralitharan, said that
he watched a lot of old
videos of great indi-
vidual performances in
the lock-down helped
improve his under-
standing of the game. "I
used to watch a lot of

footage even before,
but the understanding of
the game has gone one
notch higher...During
the lockdown, I was
watching a lot of cricket
from the past, especially
Sachin's hundred in
Chepauk, all sort of
stuff on Youtube," re-
called the 34-year-old
Chennai-born player.
Jofra Archer became
Ashwin's 400th wicket

during the second day
of the third Test here,
which India won by 10
wickets and he said it
was only when the bats-
man had opted for
DRS, he realised that
he had reached the
landmark. "Initial feeling
is quite empty to be
honest, because we
were under immense
pressure...For me I was
actually in the moment,

only after he (Archer)
had taken the DRS, I
realised the 400th that
happened," he said.
"...After they flashed 400
Test wickets on the
board, the entire stadium
was up, everybody was
clapping, I don't know, I
cannot put a finger and
say how I feel about it,
the last three months have
been a complete fairy-
tale," he added.

Yusuf Pathan announces retirement from all forms of cricket
New Delhi, Feb 26:
Yusuf Pathan played
57 ODIs and 22 T20Is
for India between
2007 and 2012. He
was part of both the
2007 T20 World Cup
triumph and the 2011
ODI World Cup tri-
umph. Yusuf Pathan has
announced his retire-
ment from all formats of
the game on Friday. He
played 57 ODIs and 22
T20Is for India be-
tween 2007 and 2012.
He was part of the
2007 T20 World Cup
as well as the 2011
ODI World Cup, both
of which were won by
the Indian team. I thank
my family, friends, fans,
teams, coaches and the
whole country whole-
heartedly for all the
support and love. #re-
t i r e m e n t
p i c . t w i t t e r . c o m /
usOzxer9CE — Yusuf
P a t h a n
(@iamyusufpathan)
February 26, 2021 “I
officially announce re-
tirement from all forms
of the game. I thank my

family, friends, fans,
team, and the whole
country wholeheart-
edly for all the support
and love. I am sure you
will continue to encour-
age me in future as
well,” he said in a post
on Friday. Pathan
played for Baroda in
domestic cricket
throughout his career.
In the IPL, he had
some highly successful
seasons with Kolkata
Knight Riders and
Rajasthan Royals. He
has played 174
matches in the IPL. He
was the first cricketer
to win three IPL tro-

phies. Yusuf Pathan’s
37-ball century in the
IPL 2010 season
against Mumbai Indi-
ans is still the second-

fastest in the history of
the tournament and the
fastest among Indians.
He last played in the
Indian T20 extrava-
ganza in 2019 for the
Sunrisers Hyderabad
but was released ahead
of the 2020 season.
Among Indians, he has
the second-highest
T20I strike-rate with a
minimum of 200 runs.
Yusuf Pathan is set to
represent India Leg-
ends in the upcoming
exhibition Road Safety
World Series, where he
will play for the Indian
side alongside former
teammates like Sachin

Tendulkar, Virender
Sehwag, Yuvraj Singh,
Zaheer Khan, Ajit
Agarkar, and his
brother Irfan Pathan.

After traversing Europe for sparring, Vinesh Phogat set to compete in Kiev
New Delhi, Feb 26: If it
was a country,
Budapest’s Vasas
Sports Club would have
ranked 24th on the list
of most Olympic gold
medals, sharing the spot
with Switzerland. The
100-plus-year-old club
has produced 50 Olym-
pic and 55 World
Champions, including
the winner of Hungary’s
first Olympic gold medal
– incidentally at the To-
kyo Games in 1964. If
Vinesh Phogat was
looking for inspiration
ahead of the Japanese
capital’s second Olym-
pics, then she began the
year at the right place. In
her obsessive pursuit of
an Olympic medal,
Phogat – after spending
virtually all of 2020 at her
village in Haryana due to
the lockdown restric-
tions – has been travers-
ing across Europe since
the start of the New Year
along with her personal
coach, Hungarian
Woller Akos. Phogat’s
first stop was the famed
training centre in
Budapest. From there,
she travelled roughly
800km north to Spala in
Poland, where she
sparred with some of
the top wrestlers from

across the world. This
weekend, the Indian
wrestler will be in Kiev
for her first tournament
of the year – the Out-
standing Ukrainian
Wrestlers and Coaches
Memorial, which has at-
tracted nearly 600 wres-
tlers from 34 countries.
And after that, from
March 4 to 7, she will
be in Rome for the
year’s first ranking tour-
nament. On Saturday,
Phogat will step on the
mat for her first com-
petitive bout in a year –
since the Asian Champi-
onship in New Delhi last
February. “It (the Kiev
tournament) will be hard
because the last year has
gone without any com-
petition,” Akos says.
“But the results are not
important. I would like
to see if she can wrestle
seven, eight bouts in
these two tournaments.”
In other words, the fo-
cus will be on Phogat’s
match fitness. It’s been
one of Akos’s priorities
since he began working
with her a little before the
2018 Asian Games. At
the time, Phogat lacked
the stamina to last all six
minutes with the same
intensity. That gradually
changed with different

types of anaerobic exer-
cises, which involved
quick burst high-inten-
sity training sessions for
short durations. The
anaerobic drills – short
sprints interspersed with
push-ups, pull-ups and
weightlifting – helped
improve Phogat’s heart-
rate capacity from 182
beats per minute) to
190bpm, which meant
Phogat could wrestle at
a high intensity even af-
ter getting tired. His fo-
cus then shifted to the
Indian wrestler’s tech-
nique, adding new tilts
and holds to her weap-
onry and changing her
motion on the mat from
going linear to circular.
These were massive
changes to her style, in-
troduced gradually over
a period of 15 months,
when it all came to a
sudden halt last year
with the pandemic. The
consequent lockdown
meant Phogat was stuck
in Kharkhoda, Haryana,
while Akos was in
Budapest. Training con-
tinued via video calls, but
resumption means work
is still in progress. “The
first thing for us is to re-
turn to the individual
techniques that are ‘for-
gotten’ during the

lockdown,” he says, in
reference to the feel of
competition. For many,
the postponement was
an opportunity to pre-
pare better. Not quite
for Phogat. “This situa-
tion is not a problem for
the countries which have
a lot of high-level part-
ners at home and they
don’t need to travel
abroad for it. For them,
it was an advantage
(but) for us, it was a dis-
advantage,” Akos says.
The gulf in the 53kg cat-
egory is massive in In-
dia. Phogat towers
above the rest in this cat-
egory. With no one to
challenge her at home,
even in training, Phogat
has been forced to look
abroad. At Vasas Sports
Club in Budapest, the
focus was on the physi-
cal side of training. “We
worked with the men
and women wrestlers at
the club and at times,
with the Hungarian na-
tional team,” Akos says.
“In Poland, we got a lot
of really high-level part-
ners so it was the best
situation for us.” Kiev will
allow her to ease into
tournament mode after a
gap of one year. There
are three wrestlers
ranked inside the top 10

taking part in her cat-
egory – Phogat ranked
the highest. Rome, next
week, will provide a
better glimpse into
where she stands, both
in terms of fitness and
technique. Akos isn’t
looking at results. “If we
play more matches, it
will help our preparation
regardless of the result,”
he says. “For us, just
one tournament matters,
the Olympic Games.”
While most Indian
wrestlers are training at
the national camp,
Vinesh Phogat has been
training separately out-
side the country. This is
because, in her cat-
egory, there are no
wrestlers of the same
technical level with
whom she can train to
improve her level.
While she could train
with sparring mates with
more strength and
speed, it is tough to find
many who can techni-
cally challenge her. So,
Phogat has been fre-
quently travelling to
Hungary and Poland,
where she gets to spar
with some of the best
European wrestlers, in-
cluding those from the
national team of those
two nations.

‘Virat Kohli defending the pitch is a BCCI thing’: Alastair Cook,
Andrew Strauss say Indian skipper ‘looking after groundsmen’
New Delhi, Feb 26: Virat Kohli
blamed ‘sub-par batting’ for the low
scores in the India vs England 3rd
Test, which the hosts won within two
days, but former England captains
Alastair Cook and Andrew Strauss
have said Kohli’s defence of the
Ahmedabad pitch sounded like a de-
fence of the Indian cricket board’s

strategy for the series. “We saw a stat
that says this pitch has spun more than
any other pitch in India,” Cook told
Channel 4. “Virat Kohli’s come out
and defended the wicket almost as if
it’s a BCCI thing – it cannot possibly
be the wicket. Yet it was so hard to
bat on that today. So hard. Yes, we’ve
got some people who have got to learn
to play spin better, but we have got
great players of spin also struggling,”
he added. Cook’s former teammate
Andrew Strauss pointed to Joe
Root’s struggles on Day 2 to prove
how even great players of spin bowl-
ing struggled on the pitch. “Look at

Joe Root for a moment. We know he
is a great player of spin,” Strauss said.
“He is in great form as well. What did
he get – 19 today? Might have been
out two or three times en route to get-
ting that score. And by the way, that’s
day two of a Test match. To say the
pitch has no fault to play, I totally agree
with Cooky. Kohli’s looking after the

groundsmen there to a certain degree.”
Kohli had insisted there were no de-
mons in the pitch, which has been
called “not ideal” by several former
players like Michael Vaughan and
Harbhajan Singh. Kohli said the track
was absolutely fine at least in the first
innings and only the odd ball was turn-
ing in the game which India won by
10 wickets on Thursday. England
skipper Joe Root refused to blame the
surface for England’s batting woes af-
ter the team folded for 112 and 81 in
its two innings. But he said it is the ICC
that should consider the suitability of
the pitch for Test cricket.

Manchester United set to face AC Milan in last-16 of UEFA Europa League
N e w  D e l h i ,  F e b

26 :  Former  Euro -

p e a n  c h a m p i o n s

M a n c h e s t e r

U n i t e d  a n d  A C

Milan wil l  meet  in

the  round  of  16  of

the  UEFA Europa

L e a g u e .  F r i d a y ’s

d raw sends  Mi lan

s t a r  Z l a t a n

Ib rah imov ic  back

to the English club

w h e r e  h e  p l a y e d

fo r  two  yea r s ,  i n -

c lud ing  the  2016 /

1 7  s e a s o n

w h e n  U n i t e d

w o n  i t s  o n l y

UEFA Europa

L e a g u e  t i t l e .

S e v e n - t i m e

European Cup

winne r  Mi l an

has never won

t h e  U E FA

E u r o p a

League,  or  i t s

p r e d e c e s s o r

the UEFA Cup

—  t h e  o n l y

c o n t i n e n t a l

t i t l e  i t  ha s  ye t

to win.  Arsenal

w i l l  f a c e

O l y m p i a k o s

and  go  back  to

P i raeus  fo r  i t s

second straight

g a m e  i n  t h e

c o m p e t i t i o n .

A r s e n a l  u s e d

the Olympiakos

s t a d i u m  a s  a

n e u t r a l  v e n u e

on Thursday to

beat  Benfica 3-

2 in the “home”

leg in the round of

3 2 .  Tw o - t i m e

UEFA Cup winner

To t t e n h a m  p l a y s

t h e  f i r s t  l e g  a t

D i n a m o  Z a g r e b ,

a n d  1 9 9 2  w i n n e r

A j a x  i s  a t  h o m e

first against Young

Boys  o f  Swi t ze r -

land. Some venues

cou ld  change  due

to national restric-

t ions on travel and

quaran t ine  dur ing

t h e  C O V I D - 1 9

pandemic .  Mo lde

is  unl ikely  to  play

in  Norway  fo r  t he

second leg against

Granada  of  Spain .

M o l d e  p l a y e d  i t s

r o u n d - o f - 3 2

“ h o m e ”  g a m e

a g a i n s t

H o f f e n h e i m  a t

Vi l l a r r e a l ’ s  s t a -

d i u m  i n  S p a i n .

F i r s t - l e g  g a m e s

a r e  o n  M a r c h  11

and return matches

on  March  18 .
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^aew_êe Ròfäûe Kéhò aûZûð
1. ùiøe Rk ò̂]ô ù~ûR^ûùe ù~Cñ Pûhúcû^ue Dug Well (Kì_) @Qò, ùicû^uê gZKWÿû 90bûM

eòjûZò ùiøe PûkòZ _µùiUþ ù~ûMûAaû _ûAñ aýaiÚû @Qòö

2. PkòZ eaò EZêùe 650 ùjKÖe aòeò/ cêM _â\gð̂  BGREI (CSBD) ù~ûR^û cû¤cùe ̂ ò¡ûðeòZ
ùjûAQòö

3. Kéhò ~ûªòK EY, aòbò̂ Ü Kéhò ~ª_ûZò _µùiUþ eòjûZò \eùe _ûAaû _ûAñ Agrishnetodishha.ori.in

ùIßa iûAUþùe @ûùa\^ Keò_ûeòùaö

4. cû^ýae cêLýcªú Kéhò Cù\ýûM ù~ûR^ûùe aýaiûdbòZòK Kéhò Cù\ýûMùe iû]ûeY aMð _êeêh
cû^u _ûAñ 40% Gaõ iû]eYaMð cjòkû 50%, @^êiìPòZ RûZò, R^RûZò aMð ^òcù« 50%
eòjûZò ù\aûe aýaÉû ùjûAQòö aäKÉeùe @^fûA^ cû¤cùe @ûMâjú aýqòcûù^ _âKÌ _ûAñ
@ûùa\^ Keò_ûeòùaö Gjû @û_òKfe website www.apicol.co.in/ www.apicol.nic.in

ùe C_f²ö

5. PkòZ eaò EZêùe 250 ùjKÖe Pò^ûaû\ûc _â\gð^ú ùlZâ NFSM ù~ûR^û cû¤cùe Keû~òaû
_ûAñ ̂ ò¡ûðeòZ ùjûAQòö

6. ahð 2020-21 _ûAñ ‘akeûc ù~ûR^û’ Ròfäûùe iaðùcûU 476 Mé_ Keò bûMPûhúcû^uê Kéhò
EY ]û~ðý Keû~ûAQòö

7. PkòZ eaò EZêùe 50 ùjKÖe ùiûeòh _â\gð^ú ùlZâ NFSM ù~ûR^û cû¤cùe Keû~òaû _ûAñ
ò̂¡ûðeòZ ùjûAQòö

Êû/- Ròfäû cêLý Kéhò @]ôKûeú
Z[û _âKÌ ̂ òùŸðgK (@ûcôû)

^aew_êe

MCL awarded for best practices in Environment, Health & Safety

(A.O. Bureau)
Sambalpur, Feb 26:
MCL has been
awarded for best prac-
tices in Environment,
Health & Safety by an
industry body Confed-
eration of Indian Indus-
try (CCI). At CII
Odisha’s Annual Meet,

the award was con-
ferred on MCL, a lead-
ing coal producing sub-
sidiary of Coal India
Limited. On behalf of
the company, Mr D K
Khanda, Senior Man-
ager (Mining)/ Environ-
ment & Forests De-
partment, Mr Rajeev

Kumar, Sr. Manager
(Mining), S&R dept.
and Dr. J. Mishra,
Deputy Medical Super-
intendent, Anand Vihar
Hospital. In a competi-
tion held virtually on
December 12, 2020,
MCL was adjudged for
second prize

Congress leaders want to pull me down, Hardik says; ‘let them, I will stand up again’

UN panel’s conclusions on Michel based on limited information, biased allegations: MEA
New Delhi, Feb 26: Re-
jecting the opinion of the
Working Group on Arbi-
trary Detention calling for
immediate release of
AgustaWestland VVIP
chopper deal case ac-
cused British national
Christian Michel, India on
Friday said the conclu-
sions drawn by the UN
panel are based on lim-
ited information, biased
allegations and an inaccu-
rate understanding of its
criminal justice system.
India also made it clear
that the Working Group
is not a judicial body, and
therefore, its opinions are
not legally binding on the
member states. AFP on
Thursday reported that
the United Nations Work-
ing Group on Arbitrary
Detention (WGAD)

found that Michel, who
has been held in India
since December 2018 af-
ter being extradited from
the United Arab Emirates,
was being “detained ar-
bitrarily”. Responding to
queries over the report,
Ministry of External Af-
fairs Spokesperson
Anurag Srivastava said,
“We have seen selective
leaks of the opinion of the
Working Group on Arbi-
trary Detention concern-
ing the case of Mr. Chris-
tian James Michel, even
before its official release.”
“At the outset we would
like to make it clear that
the Working Group is not
a judicial body, and there-
fore, its opinions are not
legally binding on the
Member States,” he said.
Srivastava said the Indian

government provided
timely information on this
issue to the Working
Group in June 2020, at
their request. “We regret

that the conclusions
drawn by the Working
Group are based on lim-
ited information, biased
allegations from an uni-
dentified source and on an
inaccurate understanding
of India’s criminal justice
system,” he asserted. The
extradition was done en-

tirely in accordance with
the provisions of the ex-
tradition treaty signed be-
tween two sovereign
states, Srivastava said,

adding that the arrest and
subsequent custody were
done as per the due pro-
cess of law and cannot be
considered arbitrary on
any grounds. “At no time
was the accused denied
his rights to legal counsel
or a fair hearing. The fact
that he has been able to

approach courts on mul-
tiple occasions including
the higher judiciary is it-
self proof of this,” the
MEA Spokesperson
said. There have also
been no restrictions on
consular access by the au-
thorities, he asserted.
Michel has been treated on
par with other detainees
and provided all facilities
by the prison authorities as
per rules, Srivastava said.
The Working Group
should be aware that In-
dia has a robust grievance
redressal mechanisms
against allegations of vio-
lations of human rights in a
vibrant and independent
judiciary and a ‘category
A’ National Human Rights
Commission compliant
with the Paris Principles, he
said.

Morbi, Feb 26: In the last
two years, since Hardik
Patel joined the Congress,
the state has seen a by-
election to eight assembly
seats and now faces the
local body elections. The
youth leader, who in 2015
had challenged the incum-
bent BJP government with
an agitation seeking OBC
quota for Patidars, how-
ever, feels the Congress
has not utilised him enough
and, in fact, its leaders
were trying to “pull him
down”. In an interview to
The Indian Express, the
working president of the
state Congress says, on
Thursday, that the
Congress’s state leader-
ship had not organised a
single public meeting of his
ahead of the municipal
corporations, municipality,
district panchayat or taluka
panchayat elections. Over
the last 10 days, Hardik
says he addressed 27
public rallies, all on his
own. Had the state party
unit involved him more in
the campaigns, he says, the
party would not have
scored a zero-seat result
in the Surat Municipal
Corporation (SMC). “In
2015, the entire results in
Gujarat (civic polls), be it
of the taluka, district or
n a g a r p a l i k a ,
mahanagarpalika, was
only because of the
(quota) agitation and that
the Congress will have to
accept. I tell the party lead-
ers time and again that you
need to understand the
people who have come
from the (Patidaar) agita-
tion because we are tour-
ing (the state). Even today,

my tours are constantly on.
Not a single of them have
been decided by the PCC
(Pradesh Congress Com-
mittee), still I am on my
toes, because I want to
strengthen the party
whether someone else
does or not… They
(Congress leaders) might
want to pull me down and
push me. Let them, I will
stand up again. Because
during the (2015) agita-
tion, the BJP would bring

me down and I would rise
up.” On February 19, the
Congress called off its only
major rally to be led by
Gujarat Pradesh Con-
gress Committee chief
Amit Chavda and AICC
guardian leaders
Biswaranjan Mohanty and
Rajeev Satav, ostensibly
after the PAAS threatened
a disruption. “Had they told
me in the beginning of the
election that you have to
do 25 rallies in Surat, this
would not have been the
result in Surat. The Con-
gress will have to do
‘atmamanthan’ (introspec-
tion) and openly speak up
where they failed or were
weak,” Hardik says. The

Congress’s manifesto was
the “best in 25 years”, he
adds, but failed to reach to
the people, neither did the
election song. “The 6.5
crore people of Gujarat
don’t accept the BJP,
whether anyone believes it
or not. But the public wants
that if the Congress fights
then we want to vote for
it,” he says. Referring to the
void left by senior party
leader Ahmed Patel’s de-
mise, he says, “One thing

is clear that the 219 seats
that were won (by the BJP
across the local self govern-
ment body seats) uncon-
tested (in the current
election)were due to mis-
management. There is no
leader in the state who
would call and say – why
do you worry? Ahmed bhai
would have had handled
such a crisis.” Asked if he
would contest elections
when his conviction period
was over, he says, “As a
working president, if the
party wants to utilise me
throughout the state for
campaigning in the 2022
(Assembly) elections, then
I don’t want to fight the
elections. We want to form

the government. I have not
come here to do electoral
politics. I have come here
to form a government.
Once that is done, every-
thing else will follow.”
Asked about the Aam
Aadmi Party’s (AAP) vic-
tory on 27 seats in Surat
and the AIMIM’s entry into
Ahmedabad, Hardik says,
“If you want to counter all
these, come out on the
streets and make your
heads bloodied, fight

against the people in
power, be bathed in blood.
Not that you tell the SP (su-
perintendent of police), ‘we
will walk that much then
you can detain us’. No. Let
the SP do whatever he
wants. If you have to march
to the governor’s place,
then march! Be aggressive.
If you do seva (service) you
will get meva (fruit).” At
Ravapar in Morbi, the ce-
ramic hub’s outskirts,
where Hardik addressed a
rally Thursday evening, he
is still a star. Shouts of the
quota agitation slogan ‘Jay
Sardar’ ringed as he had
walked through the crowd
around 30 minutes before
the loudspeaker ban at 10

pm. Targeting the BJP gov-
ernment over the rising fuel
prices, he asks if the huge
crowd gathered to hear
him if they would vote for
a party that raised the
petrol diesel rates to Rs
95-100/litre or those that
kept it at Rs 50-60/litre.
“What happened yester-
day? The Sardar Patel
stadium’s (in Motera)
name was changed to
Narendra Modi cricket
stadium. The man who
never held a cricket bat…
why did you (Modi)have
to get into this business? If
you only want to lend a
name, lend it to say
Narendrabhai free univer-
sity where our children will
study for free,… if you
want to lend a name then
build a government hospi-
tal and name it after Hiraba
where our family elders
and children can get free
treatment, we have no ob-
jection. But a stadium built
by our tax money, a
cricket ground built with
our tax, you give your
name to it, and that too by
removing the name of
Sardar saheb what kind
of justice is this?” he tells
the crowd. He also ex-
horted the people to
vote for the candidates
thinking they were vot-
ing for Congress’s
Tankara MLA Lalit
Kagathara. “Your vote
will go to Subhas
Chandra Bose, Sardar
Patel, Jawaharlal Nehru,
Mahatma Gandhi, Lal
Bahadur Shastri and
Bhagat Singh. It will go
to the party of Indira
Gandhi who split Paki-
stan into two,” he says.

West Bengal, Tamil Nadu rush to announce new welfare schemes ahead of poll announcement
New Delhi, Feb 26: Hours
before the Election Com-
mission announced dates
for the upcoming elections
in four states and one
union territory
(Puducherry), the govern-
ments of West Bengal and
Tamil Nadu rushed to an-
nounce new welfare
schemes on Friday. While
West Bengal Chief Minis-
ter Mamata Banerjee has

announced a hike in wages
of daily wage workers, the
Office of Tamil Nadu
Chief Minister Edappadi
K Palaniswami announced
a new gold loan waiver
scheme. The West Ben-
gal government said the
wages of unskilled labour
will increase from Rs 144
to Rs 202 while the wages
of semi-skilled labour will
see a hike from Rs 172 to

Rs 303. The government
has also introduced a new
category for skilled labour

under which they will be
paid Rs 404 per day. “A
total of 56,500 workers

(40,500 unskilled, 8000
semi-skilled, 8000
skilled) will benefit from
this. These wages are in
parity with rural work-
ers’ enhanced pay
(MNREGA unskilled &
semi-skilled). Budget
provision for this step has
been made available for
both FY21 and FY22,”
Mamata Banerjee
tweeted.

Himachal Speaker mulls FIR against Congress
MLAs for ‘manhandling’ Governor
Shimla, Feb 26: Himachal
Pradesh Speaker Vipin
Parmar is examining the
Assembly rules to lodge
an FIR against the five
Congress MLAs sus-
pended for the remainder
of the Budget session for
allegedly manhandling
Governor Bandaru
Dattatraya. The Speaker
told PTI that this is for the
first time in the history of
the Himachal Pradesh
Assembly that the Gov-
ernor was manhandled by
Opposition members. He
is examining the rules to
lodge an FIR against the
suspended Congress
MLAs, the Speaker said.
Himachal Pradesh Gov-
ernor Bandaru Dattatraya
was allegedly manhandled
by some Congress mem-

bers in the Assembly
complex on Friday after
he addressed the House
on the opening day of the
Budget session. The
Speaker suspended
Leader of Opposition
Mukesh Agnihotri and
four other Congress
MLAs Harsh Vardhan
Chauhan, Satpal Raizada,
Sunder Singh and Vinay
Kuma for the entire Bud-
get session till March 20
on a motion moved by
Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Suresh
Bhardwaj. Parmar said
some opposition mem-
bers tried to stop the Gov-
ernor, who was accom-
panied by Chief Minister
Jai Ram Thakur, when he
was going towards his
cavalcade after address-

ing the House. Parmar
said they hit on the
Governor’s back with
copies of his address.
They also hit the bonnet
of the Governor’s car, he
added. Earlier, the Con-
gress MLAs created a
ruckus in the House dur-
ing the Governor’s ad-
dress. He then skipped to
the last sentence after
reading initial few pages
and stated that the entire
speech should be deemed
as read. Suspended Con-
gress MLA Harsh
Vardhan Chauhan told
PTI that they were wait-
ing outside the Speaker’s
office and just wanted to
ask the Governor why he
cut short his address but
they were not allowed to
do so.


