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New Delhi, Feb27: Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
Saturday inaugurated the
India Toy Fair 2021 via
video conference during
whichheurged the country
tobecome ‘atmanirbhar’in
the toy manufacturing sec-
tor. During the inauguration
of the country’s first-ever
toy fair, the Prime Minister
said Indian toys project the
‘reuserecycle’ culture that
has been a part of the In-
dian lifestyle and asked the
manufacturers to use less
plasticand morerecyclable
material. “Our toys reflect
reuseandrecycling thathas
been a part of the Indian
lifestyle. Most Indian toys

arebuilt out of natural and
eco-friendly materials. The
colours used in them are
natural and safe.” ITwould
like to appeal to the toy
manufacturers of the coun-
try to build such toys that
are better both forecology
and psychology. Can we
make an effort to make
minimaluseofplasticintoys
and use such material that
can be recycled?” PM
Modiadded. During the vir-
tual event, Modi interacted
with several toy clusters
from across the country.
While speaking to
Karnataka’s toy cluster
Channapatna, which has

beenmanufacturing toysfor
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200 years, Modi urged
them to come up with in-
novativeideas tobuild toys
for India’s toy industry to
grow. The Toy fair, Modi
said, will bring together
stakeholders in the sector,
which will add to the effort
of theindustry to grow. “At
11 AM tomorrow, 27th
February, will inaugurate
The India Toy Fair 2021.
This Fair will bring together
various stakeholders asso-
ciated with the sector.
Through such efforts, we
aim to add momentum to
theefforts of toy industry to
grow further,” he had
tweeted. Aimed at provid-
ing a platform to states to
developtoysreflecting the
history, culture and social
milieu specific to the states
andalsotorevive traditional
andindigenous toys in the
lives of children, the national
toy fairclaims toalso boost
the economy by support-
inglocal toy industry under
‘Atamnirbhar Bharat'.
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CM Naveen Patnark Uroes Bankers To Increase Credit

Bhubaneswar, Feb 27:
Odisha Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik on Fri-
day urged banks to expe-
dite the process of credit
disbursement to farmers,
self-help groups and
MSMEs to help them
overcome financial con-
straint arising out of the
COVID-19crisis. During
a virtual meeting with
bankers, district collectors
and top officers of the state
government on the credit
linkage issues, he hailed a
section of lenders for
making progress in pro-
viding loans to the priority
sector. The chief minister
said farmers, ‘Mission
Shakti’ groups and
MSMEs need credit to

3

run and expand their busi-
nesses. “We need to sup-
port them,” Patnaik said.
From the last meeting in
December last year, an
additional amount of
around Rs 1,600 crore

was given to ‘“Mission
Shakti”” groups, which is
Rs 500 crore more than
the annual target, the chief
minister said. He said the
state government has sub-
stantially increased the

ow To Farmers, SHGs, MMES

:

linkages, Patnaik said.
The annual credit target for
self-help groups was Rs
3,240 crore and the ac-
tual disbursement to them
was atRs 3,745 crore by
January, he said. The av-
erageloansizeinthe SHG
sector is Rs 1.49 lakh,
which needs to be im-
proved to at least Rs 2
lakh, the chief minister
said. Mentioning that

farmers are the backbone

of the state, Patnaik said

crop loan advances now
budgetallocationforthese  stand at Rs 20,606 crore,
sectorsin2021-22fiscal.  exceeding the last year’s
The state is also provid-  disbursementofRs 20,000
inginterestsubventionun-  crore. Pamaik said the over-
der various schemes to  all credit flow to MSMEs
reduce the burden on  during thelasttwomonths
peopleandenhancecredit  hasbeen satisfactory.

OSSTA Demands Revmon Of Morning School Timings For Classes 9 to 12

Bhubaneswar; Feb27: The classesof studentsfromstan-  issued an ultimatumtothe  departmenthasrevised the
Odisha Secondary School dard9to 12 whichwereef-  Stategovemmentthatfrom  classtimingsof Standard X
Teachers Association fectedby the State govern- ~ March 1,itsmemberswillnot  and X1 students from 8.30
(OSSTA) on Saturday op- mentonFriday. Thisapart,  attendclassesonallSundays.  AM—10.00AM atpresent
posedtherevised timings for theteachers’ bodyhasalso ~ The StateMass Education  to7.00 AM—-9.00AM.

Make in India
for the world.

Aluminium is the green metal

of the future.

With large bauxite reserves,
India can be the global hub
for low cost, high quality
aluminium, which will reduce
dependence on imports.
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Agricultural programs
accredited by ICAR

* 11 SOA Researchers named in the top
2 per cent scientists of the world list
prepared by Stanford University, USA
in 2020

« State-of-the-art Infrastructure

SOA IN THE FOREFRONT OF THE BATTLE AGAINST COVID-19:

* SOA joined hands with the Odisha government to set up four Covid
Hospitals at Bhubaneswar, Talcher, Kendrapara and Chandpur and
Covid Care Cenfres at Jatni and Jamujhari with more than 2200 beds
« Institute of Medical Sciences and SUM Hospital, SOA's faculty of
medicine, is the only institute in Odisha to be chosen by ICMR for
human trial of COVAXIN, the vaccine against Covid-19

FACULTIES:

* Engineering and Technology
* Medical Sciences

* Dental Sciences

* Management Sciences

(All programs are approved by respective Statutory Councils)

* Pharmaceuvutical Sciences & Biotechnology
* Nursing

* Hospitality and Tourism Management

* Legal Studies

» Agricultural Sciences

WEAR MASK, WASH HANDS AND MAINTAIN SOCIAL DISTANCE TO DEFEAT COVID-19
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EDIT's Fourteenth Biennial Conference on Entrepreneurship iaugurated

Ahmedabad, Feb27: The
14th International Biennial
Conference on Entrepre-
neurship organised by the
Institute during February
25-27,2020 was inaugu-
rated by Chief Guest Dr.
AchyutaSamanta,
Founder - Kalinga Insti-
tute of Technology and
Kalinga Institute of Social
Sciences. This three-day
conference is being at-
tended (through offline and
online modes) by acade-
micians, practitioners,
thinkers, and researchers
engaged in the field of En-
trepreneurship from pres-
tigious national and inter-
national institutions. Over
180 papers were received,
out of which 114 papers
have been accepted for
presentation. Academi-
cians from Nepal, South
Africaand Nigeriaare also
presenting. Also present
at the inaugural function
was Dr. Rajeev Sharma,
Conference Chair and
Assoc. Professor (Retd.),
IIM Ahmedabad, Mr. H.
K. Mittal, Sr. Advisor,
EDII, Ahmedabad and Dr.
Sunila Shukla, Director
General, EDII. In his wel-
come address Dr. Sunil
Shukla, Director General,
EDII introduced Dr.
AchyutaSamanta to the
august gathering as anoted
academician, social entre-
preneur cum innovator,
and an institution builder
who fought adversities but
ensured that he set up the

prestigious Kalinga Insti-
tute of Industrial technol-
ogy and the Kalinga Insti-
tute of Social Sciences. Dr.
Shukla mentioned that
Prof. Samanta's initiatives
have become the pride of
notjust Odisha and India,
but also of the world. Be-
sides Education, Prof.
Samanta's primary do-
mains of intervention in-
clude Rural Development,
Women Empowerment,
Social Service, Low-Cost
Health Care Facilities, Art
Literature, Media Culture,
Entertainment, and Spiri-
tualism informed Dr.
Shukla. Dr. Shukla re-
viewed the changing sce-
nario of entrepreneurship
and the need, therefore, to
research the emerging
trends and patterns. He
hoped that this Confer-
ence would serve as a
platform to researchers
and academicians from

across the world to gen-

R

erate a productive, en-
lightening, and exciting
synergy, and will provide
an opportunity for profes-
sors, practitioners, and
thinkers in India and
abroad to assimilate,
communicate and dis-
perse their experiences
and experiments. In his in-
augural speech, Chief
Guest Dr. Achyuta
Samanta said, "The
COVID 19 has endured
aspate of uncertainties for
all, withentrepreneurs also
getting severely affected.
The pandemic situation
brought into cognizance
the need for security, so-
cial justice, and a cleaner
planet. Several entrepre-
neurs rose up to the oc-
casion, learned to adapt,
innovate, and succeeded
whereas several others
waned amidst the crisis.
So, the lesson is that en-

_L\ }{“j eov Sharma

trepreneurs need to be
taught to anticipate crises
and develop prepared-
ness to deal with every
situation. Research in en-
trepreneurship is, there-
fore, an urgent need, and
extremely important to
bring out the aspects that
need to be focussed
upon. [ am glad that such
conferences are
organised where scholars
exchange learnings and
cull out new ways and
means to propel entrepre-
neurship." Dr. Rajeev
Sharma, Conference
Chair gave a briefing on
the conference agenda.
Dr. Sharma informed all
that the themes to be cov-
ered in the Conference
would include; Entrepre-
neurship Perspectives &
Practices, Entrepreneur-
ship Education, Women
Entrepreneurship, Social
Entrepreneurship, Inno-

vation, Agripreneurship,
Sectoral Entrepreneur-
ship, Startups, Incuba-
tors & Accelerators etc.
Dr. Sharma said that the
Conference would pro-
mote and advance the
understanding of entre-
preneurship theory and
research in these areas.
Mr. H. K. Mittal, in a dis-
tinguished plenary lec-
ture, said, "Entrepreneur-
shipis certainly adomain
that India associates itself
with and must be pro-
moted. The recent pan-
demic situation gave rise
to several mask manu-
facturers at all levels, in-
cluding the grassroots.
But what is even more
heartening is that India
had never manufactured
PPE kits before and to-
day the country is export-
ing these kits. Also, we
gradually moved on to
producing ventilators, air
purifiers, and vaccines.
So, India abounds in po-
tential in tech-entrepre-
neurship. We need to
exploit this potential and
adopt ways that help us
move on to promising
trajectories. This Confer-
ence is a big step in the
direction." The function
concluded with a Vote of
Thanks by Mr. Ganapathi
Batthini. The Conference
is expected to generate
positive and meaningful
responses, leading to in-
tellectually stimulating dis-
cussions and strategies.

TP Central Odisha Distrrbution Ltd, launches new Value Added
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dervices for Qcdisha customers as a partof s DSM mitiatives

(A.O. Bureau)
Bhubaneswar, Feb 27:
TP Central Odisha Dis-
tribution Ltd.
(TPCODL), ajoint ven-
ture between Tata
Power and the Govern-
ment of Odisha,has seta
new benchmark in op-
erational excellence to-
day by launching Value
Added Services as a
part of its Demand Side
Management (DSM)
initiativesfor its custom-
ers in Odisha. Under
this, TPCODL will
offercustomers an op-
portunity to purchase
energy-efficient appli-
ances such as Air Con-
ditioners, Motors at a
discount along with ex-
tended warranty and
doorstep delivery. Addi-
tionally, TPCODL will
also offer subsidized
price for installing Roof-
top Solar toitsconsumers
in Residential/Group
Housing Society/Resi-
dential Welfare Asso-
ciation category under
RTS Phase - [T policy of
MNRE.

company, is recognised
asa torchbearer for its
consumers by
proactively conceptual-
izing and promoting vari-
ous Demand Side
Management(DSM)
programs which benefit
them substantially. It has
been an integral part of
the services offering of
Tata Powerfor end-user
energy management.
The main objective be-
hind this 1is to
optimisethe utilisation of
services provided by
proactively engaging in
Demand Side Manage-
ment (DSM) initiatives.
Above programme was
inaugurated by Mr.
Nikunja Bihari Dhal,
IAS, Principal Secre-
tary, Energy along with
Mr. M Shenbagam,
CEO- TPCODL and
Senor Officers from the
Company. Mr. Nikunja
Bihari Dhal said that
"Energy efficiency elec-
trical goods are need of
the hour to save energy
and reduce pollution. He
appreciated the effort of

F

TPCODL for promoting
such a noble initiative
"Demand Side Man-
agement" which is highly
essential to reduce car-
bon emission and reduc-
tion of GHGs." “As a
responsible corporate,
Tata Power is commit-
ted to judicial and opti-
mum use of all re-
sources, including en-
ergy, which is an integral
part of all our services
and operations. Tata
Power’s commitment
towards sustainability
also includes demand
side management. We
are glad to launch vari-
ous value added services
for our Odisha custom-
ers which will also help
customers to not only
save on their electricity
bill but also conserve en-
ergy. We are confident
that it will turn our cus-
tomers intoequal part-
ners in achieving our en-
ergy conservation goal,”
said Mr M. Shenbagam,
Chief Executive Officer,
TP Central Odisha Dis-
tribution Limited.

Actively pursuing Airbus to begin
manufacturing in India; Piyush Goyal

New Delhi, Feb 27: Ad-
dressing the CEOs ses-
sion at the country's first
Toy Fair 2021, Piyush
Goyal said "I'm actively
pursuing Airbus to try and
get them to come to In-
dia to start manufactur-
ing aeroplanes in India."
Union minister Piyush
Goyal on Saturday said
heis "actively pursuing”
Airbus to begin manufac-
turing aeroplanes in In-
dia. Addressing the
CEOs session at the
country's first Toy Fair
2021, the Commerce
and Industry Minister
said: "We are looking at
world domination in the
toy sector and anything
short of that would be a
terrible disappointment".
Narrating an experience
from his childhood about
a toy setup for planes
thatinfluenced him aspire
to become a toy manu-
facturer, the minister said,
"Itis another matter that
I don't think I will be able
to do it, but I'm actively
pursuing Airbus to try and
get them to come to In-
dia to start manufactur-

ing aeroplanes in India".
He said that no stone will
be left unturned to pro-
vide support to toy clus-
ters, make business en-
vironment easier, get the
environment clearances,
and compliances with
quality regulations. The
minister announced that
wherever toy clusters are
being set-up, Bureau of
Indian Standards (BIS)
will establish laboratories
for testing the quality of
products. He also as-
sured that charges for
testing will soon be sig-
nificantly reduced,
thereby bringing down
the compliance cost of
the industry. Goyal urged
the industry to focus on
improving quality of their
products, of component
suppliers and meet qual-
ity standards, as this is
the only way the cultural
mindset will become
quality conscious and we
can engage with the
world. He said India as
amanufacturer of prod-
ucts will have to provide
quality products. “The
moment we start making

good quality, we will
naturally become a player
ininternational trade. Itis
only the quality culture
which will help us to en-
gage with the world and
help us to expand our
own contribution to re-
silient supply chains &
future businesses, " Goyal
said. Observing that the
Quality Council of India
ran a sample test on a
variety of Indian & im-
ported toys, he said the
toys were found to be
unsafe and were of poor
quality. "This was the ori-
gin of the quality control
order. I have taken it
upon myself to upgrade
the quality of Indian
products in every sphere.
We have to get quality as
a defining feature in ev-
ery work we doin India,"
Goyal said. He said that
under the leadership of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, this government
will work to change the
present situation of 85
per cent imports and 15
per cent indigenous pro-
duction of toys and turn
itaround 360 degrees.

Cabnetsecy to hold review meeting with 8

New Delhi, Feb 27: The
cabinet secretary will chair
ahigh-level review meet-
ing on Saturday with eight
states and union territories
exhibiting a surge in
COVID-19 cases, the
Union Health Ministry
said. The states showing a
surge are Telangana,
Maharashtra,
Chhattisgarh, Madhya
Pradesh, Gujarat, Punjab,
Jammu and Kashmir and
West Bengal. India’s total
COVID-19 active
caseload is 1,59,590
which s 1.44 per cent of
the total infections.
Maharashtra continued to
report the highestdaily new
cases at 8,333. It was fol-
lowed by Kerala that re-
ported 3,671 new cases
and Punjab with 622 new
cases. The ministry said
85.75 per cent of 16,488
new cases registered in a
span of 24 hours are from
six states and UTs. “Eight
states are displaying an up-
ward trajectory in daily
new cases,” the ministry
said. In the last two weeks,
Kerala has shown the
maximum decline in the
number of active cases,
from 63,847 on February
1410 51,679 today, while
Maharashtra has shown

the highest rise in active
cases in the same period,
from 34,449 on February
14 to 68,810 currently,”
the ministry added. The
cabinet secretary will chair
ahigh-level review meet-
ing on Saturday with
Telangana, Maharashtra,
Chhattisgarh, MP,
Gujarat, Punjab, J&K and
WB which are exhibiting
asurgein cases, itsaid. A
total of 1,42,42,547 vac-
cine doses have been ad-
ministered through
2,92,312 sessions, as per
the provisional report till 7
am. These include
66,68,974 healthcare
workers (HCWs) who
were administered the first
dose, 24,53,878 HCWs
who were given the sec-
ond dose and 51,19,695
frontline workers (FLWs)
who took the first dose.
The second dose of
COVID-19 vaccination
started on February 13 for
those beneficiaries who
completed 28 days after
receipt of the first dose.
The vaccination of the
FLWs started on Febru-
ary 2. Ason Day 42 of the
vaccination drive (Febru-
ary 27),atotal of 7,64,904
vaccine doses were given.
Out of these, 3,49,020

beneficiaries were vacci-
nated across 13,397 ses-
sions for firstdose (HCWs
and FLWs) and 4,20,884
HCWs received the sec-
ond dose of the vaccine.
Eight states account for
62.75 per cent of the cu-
mulative second dose vac-

sates, UTS showmng

Punjab and Puducherry.
Twelve states and UTs
have reported vaccination
coverage of more than 65
per cent frontline workers.
These are Ladakh,
Uttarakhand,
Chhattisgarh, Himachal
Pradesh, Odisha, Tripura,

se 10 COVID-19 cases

Nagaland, Goa and
Mizoram. A total of
1,07,63,451 people have
recovered so far, with
12,771 patients having
discharged in a span of 24
hours. “India’s COVID-
19recovery rate of 97.17
percentis among the high-

cinations in India. Uttar
Pradesh alone accounts
for 12.64 per cent
(3,10,058) of the total sec-
ond dose vaccinations in
India, the ministry said.
Nine states and UTs have
administered the first vac-
cine dose to less than 60
per cent of the registered
healthcare workers. These
are Arunachal Pradesh,
Tamil Nadu, Delhi,
Telangana, Ladakh,
Chandigarh, Nagaland,
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Madhya Pradesh,
Guyjarat, Lakshadweep,
Rajasthan, Kerala and
Dadra and Nagar Haveli.
The ministry said 12 states
and UTs have reported
vaccination coverage of
less than 40 per cent of the
frontline workers. These
are Puducherry, Andaman
and Nicobar Islands,
Meghalaya, Assam, Tamil
Nadu, Manipur,
Arunachal Pradesh,
Telangana, Punjab,

estinthe world,” the minis-
try underscored. It said
84.79 per cent of the new
recovered cases are ob-
served to be concentrated
in 6 states and UTs.
Maharashtra has reported
the maximum number of
single-day recoveries with
4,936 newly recovered
cases. As many as 4,142
peoplerecoveredin Kerala
in a span of 24 hours fol-
lowed by 642 in
Karnataka.

‘Hunar Haat playimg key ole mmaking “Vocal for Local’campaign a mass movement; Nagy

New Delhi, Feb 27:
‘Hunar Haat’, the Minor-
ity Affairs Ministry’s flag-
shipinitiative to encourage
master artisans, is playing
a “phenomenal” role in
making ““Vocal for Local”
campaign a mass move-
ment, Union minister

Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi
said on Saturday. Ad-
dressing media persons at
the ‘Hunar Haat’ being
held at the Jawaharlal
Nehru Stadium here, the
Minority Affairs Minister
said more than 12 lakh
people have visited the

‘Hunar Haat’ which
opened on February 20.
The number of visitors is
likely to goover 16 lakhin
the next two days. The
‘Hunar Haat’ will be con-
cludingon March 1,2021.
The 10-day ‘Hunar Haat’
was inaugurated by De-

fence Minister Rajnath
Singh. Several ministers,
MPs, senior government
officials, various diplomats,
industrialists have come
here to encourage the ar-
tisans and craftsmen,
Nagqvi said. He said the
ministry’s flagshipinitiative

has become a *“‘proud pro-
moter’” of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s “Vocal
for Local”” campaign with
people purchasing hand-
made products of indig-
enous artisans and crafts-
men worth crores of ru-
pees.
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Rescue of mimor child by RPF Statf of Puri

(A.O. Bureau)

Puri, Feb 27: Today,
while on duty Officer's
& Staff ASI A.K.Jena
& Sukuru Behera were
engaged for conducting
checking of Station area
and also drive against
undesirable elements to
prevent Criminal activi-
ties, noticed one minor
child aged about-14
Years was sitting near
Railway reservation

Office in alone, isolated
& confusing state. On
seeing his activities RPF
Staff detained & po-
litely interrogated. Dur-
ing which it could be
noticed that he is from
Agra Dist. of Uttar
Pradesh. On further
asking he informed that
his father was angry
upon him due to dis-
obeying of his instruc-
tions regarding his

study, so he left his
home without knowl-
edge of his parents 04
days back in angry
mood and today he
reached Puri. Several
efforts were made by
RPF Staff of Puri to get
contact number of his
family members, but he
was unable to speak
nothing more due to his
language problem &
less understanding. As
at the time of rescue he
was in hungry, so RPF
Staff arranged & pro-
vided some food items
on humanitarian ground
and the Rescue minor
child produced before
CWC [Child Welfare
Committee] through
Railway child line for fur-
ther rehabilitation/hand
over to his family mem-
bers. Initially it could be
ascertained that the
above child came at Puri
by Utkal Express.

Regtonal Science Centre, Bhubaneswar And National
Academy Of Sciences, India, (Odisha Chapter)

cordially invite

1

on Febr

ou to celebrate
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* SIMPLE CAMERA

11:00 A M: Popular Science Talk on

(A.O. Bureau)
Bhubaneswar, Feb
27: To commemorate

the glorified date 28th
Feb, 1928, the day of
Discovery of Raman

scattering, in the field
of Physics, Govt. of
India has declared the
day as "National Sci-
ence Day". Professor
C.V. Raman was
awarded the Nobel
Prize in physics in the
year 1930. Regional
Science Centre
Bhubaneswar has
planned to organize
following activities for
the celebration of Na-
tional Science Day
2021. National
Academy of Sci-
ences, India (Odisha
Chapter), has ex-
tended a big hand of
support for this online
Programme. Dr.
K.C. Satpathy, CEO
of D.A.V, Odisha
zone , wil grace the
occasion online on
zoom platform.

Sambadika Mlhta Maneha Demanded

Bhubaneswar, Feb 27:

We reiterate our call for
the enactment of a spe-
cial law on the protec-
tion of journalists. Simi-
larly, the increase in the
welfare fund of journal-
ists, the increase in
health insurance to Rs 5
lakh, the inclusion of
journalists ‘parents in
health insurance or the
inclusion of journalists’
parents in the Biju

Health Welfare
Scheme. Journalists
were also provided with
free vaccines on a war-
time basis. It has been
demanded to lift the ban
on going to the Secre-
tariat. Journalist Joint
Forum(SAMBADIKA
MILITA MANCHA)
convenor Lingaraj
sahoo, said. Often
working journalists are
often attacked while on

duty. We therefore urge
you to enact special
laws. The parents of
various journalists live

n the village. Journalists
will benefit if the gov-
ernment joins the Biju
Health Welfare Scheme

for their convenience.
Similarly, while the gov-
ernment is increasing
the welfare funds of
various groups, the gov-
ernment should also in-
crease it to address the
problems of journalists.
Therefore, the Joint Forum
of Journalists is demand-
ing anincrease in the wel-
fare fund and an increase
in the health insurance of
journalists to Rs 5 lakh.

kgl o1} loom, 1T onTckoAcheveReowdPlaceettor 020 Crdtng B

(A.O. Bureau)

Bhubaneswar, Feb 27:
The student community is
among the worst-hit in the
Covid-19 pandemic. Re-
sponding swiftly to the
challenge, KII'T Deemed
tobe University is the first
university in the country to
start online classes for its
30,000 students in 50
countries right from the
beginning of the
lockdown. KIIT has
smoothly conducted all
academic processes like
examinations, convoca-
tion, seminars, work-
shops, etc. on virtual
mode due to its good
technology and high
internet bandwidth. KIIT
was founded in 1992 as
amodest vocational train-
ing centre by eminent edu-
cationist and social activ-
ist Prof. Achyuta
Samanta. However, it
was opened as a centre
of higherlearing in 1997,
whichis considered as the
base year. The first batch
of degree engineering stu-
dents passed outin 2001.
KT is known forits very
successful track record in
campus placement since
its inception. Maintaining
the trend, it achieved ex-
cellent campus placement
for the 2019-20 graduat-
ing batch. Despite the
prevailing pandemic situ-
ation, the university is on
track to achieve record

campus placement for its
2020 — 21 passing out
batch also. The process,
which commenced online
from May, has already re-
sulted in the placement of
about 80% eligible stu-
dents of the Schools of
Technology (SOT) of
KIIT Deemed to be Uni-
versity. Shaking off
Covid-19 gloom, as many
as 140 companies have
visited online for campus
placement for the 2021
passing out batch gener-
ating 4000 plus job offers.
Over 2500 Schools of
Technology (SOT) stu-
dents have already been
placed in different national
and multinational compa-
nies with 1600 students
getting multiple job offers.
They have bagged job
offers with high pay pack-
ages of Rs. 30 lakh, Rs.
24 lakh and Rs. 19 lakh,
while the average salary
isRs. 6 lakh. ‘Day Zero’

dream campus drive
alone resulted in the
placement of top 35%
students by MNCs. As
many as 16 companies
offered CTC of Rs. 10
lakh or more. ‘Day-One’
campus recruitment drive
generated 1800 plus job
offers from four compa-
nies: Accenture, Cogni-
zant, Capgemini &
Wipro. With visits by
many more companies in
the pipeline, KII'T is setto
achieve placement of all
remaining students by
April 2021. “Even during
the lockdown due to glo-
bal pandemic, KIIT au-
thorities have worked
hard to bring companies
on virtual mode and place
the students”, said Prof.
Achyuta Samanta,
Founder, KIIT & KISS.
Even though the campus
placements are being con-
ducted online, KIIT has
bettered its record com-

pared to the last academic
session. Campus place-
ment in KIT School of
Management and KIIT
School of Law has re-
cently started and it is
hoped that these two
Schools will also achieve
cent percent success like
every year. Parents and
students are very happy
over the placement
achievement in KIIT. Af-
ter the outbreak of the
Covid-19 pandemic, par-
ents and guardians of stu-
dents had become dis-
heartened about the future
of their children, particu-
larly in terms of campus
placement. However,
againstall odds, KIIT has
been ensuring very good
campus placement for its
2020-21 graduating
batch. Ithas been possible
due to the leadership of
its founder Prof. Achyuta
Samanta, who has en-
sured a strong branding

of KIIT in the corporate
world and an exception-
ally proactive Training &
Placement Cell. Be-
sides a truly world-class
infrastructure, KIIT's
focus on quality aca-
demics and research are
reflected in its accredi-
tation in high grades by
various national and in-
ternational accreditation
bodies. It has been rec-
ognized as an 'Institution
of Eminence' by the
Govt. of India. It is ac-
credited by NAAC in
'A" Grade and by NBA
in Tier 1 (Washington
Accord) for engineering
streams. Its B.Tech
programmes have also
got the coveted Institu-
tion of Engineering and
Technology (IET), UK
accreditation. KIIT has
been ranked 1st among
self-financing institutions
of India in the Atal
Ranking of Institutions
on Innovation Achieve-
ments (ARITA) 2020, an
annual ranking by the
Govt. of India. Itis the
winner of 'Awards Asia
2020" in the category
"Workplace of the Year'
by the Times Higher
Education (THE). KIIT
also has impressive po-
sitions in national and
global rankings like
NIRF, Times Higher
Education (THE), QS
and many others.

(A.O. Bureau)

Bhubaneswar, Feb. 27:
The prevalence, burden
and management of fatty
liver disease in children was
the subject of a Continuing
Medical Education
(CME) programheld atthe
Institute of Medical Sci-
ences and SUM Hospital

here on Wednesday. Chil-
dren who were overweight
orsuffered from hyperten-
sion or displayed metabolic
syndrome needed to be
screened for Non-alco-
holic Fatty Liver Disease
(NAFLD), Prof. Niranjan
Mohanty,eminent pediatri-
clan, said. Ithad become a

highrisk public concemto-
day, he said. Prof. Nimai
Charan Mohanty, re-
nowned pediatrician from
MGM Institute of Health
Sciences, Mumbai, spoke
about the variegated mani-
festation of hepatitis in chil-
dren and how toreduce the
infectivity inthecommunity.

Dr. Vyvav Venkatesh, Pe-
diatric Gastroenterologistat
IMS and SUM Hospital,
highlighted themanifestation
of pancreatic diseases in
children while providing an
overview onfluidcollection.
Around 75 participants in-
cludingmembers of the In-
dian Academy of Pediatrics

CME On Prevalence Of Fatty Liver Disease In Children Held

(IAP), senior faculty mem-
bers of the department and
students were present. The
CME was inaugurated by
Prof. Gangadhar Sahoo,
Dean of IMS and SUM
Hospital in the presence of
the Medical Superintendent,
Prof. Pusparaj
Samantasinhar, Additional
Dean Dr. Ajay Kumar
Jena. Head of the depart-
ment of Pediatrics, Dr.
Mamata Devi Mohanty,
President of Bhubaneswar
City Branch of IAP Dr.
Naresh Chandra Acharya
and Secretary Dr. Susruta
Das. Dr. Mamata Devi
Mohanty and Dr. Biswajit
Mishramoderated the dis-
cussion. Dr. Mrutyunjaya
Dash and Dr. Braja
Kishore Behera coordi-
nated the CME.

Emunent Soctal Worker Durga Madbab Batasingh Donates Rs. | Lakts or Ram Mandira Nirman

(A.O. Bureau)

Khordha, Feb 27:
There is a lot of enthu-
siasm among the Lord
Ram devotees regard-
ing the Shri.Ram
temple to be built on

the birth place of Lord
Ram in Ayodha. The
fundraising campaign
for the construction of
the temple is to Star
from January -15.An
eminent Social

Worker of Jatni and
devotees of Lord Shri
ram Durga Madhab
Baliarsingh donates
rupees One Lakh for
the construction of
Ram Mandira at

Ayodha. The Ram
temple will be built on
a 67 acres land in
Ayodha. The 270 feet
long temple will be
constructed in Nagara
style.

Former President of Khordha District BAR
Association Rabi Narayan Burma Passes Away

(A.O. Bureaun)

Khordha, Feb 27: The
senior most Advocate
and former President of
Khordha District BAR
Association  Rabi
Narayan Burma passed
away today in his resi-
dence at Khordha. The
96 year old senior Ad-
vocate was bad ridden
since long. He started his
practice in 1951.He
served as the President of
Khordha District BAR

Association. He was also
Elected as the President
of Khordha central co-
operative bank from 9
year.In his death Presi-
dent Khordha District
BAR Association Sisir
Kumar Parida, Secretary
Harsha Pattnaik,
Manmatha Mishra,
Manash Ranjan Pattnaik,
Siba Sundar Pattnaik,
Biswa Nath Ram,
Prafulla Chandra
Mishra, Biswa kesh

Mohapatra, Manoj
Kumar Pattnaik, Rajani
kanta Pattnaik, Santosh
Das, Bichitra
Badjena,Bishnu Charan
Pattnaik, Lotaka Bindu
Pattnaik, Ajit Mishra,
Nasir uddin Khan,
Pranaya Ranjan Das,
Sanjaya Kumar Pattnaik,
Jitu Krushna Das,
Sabitree Mishra pay trib-
utes to late Sri.Burma
and said Our BAR has
lost one of its pillar.
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EDITORIAL

Dark secrets

rguing in the Supreme Court, senior advocate Mukul

Rohatgi termed him ““a small fry””. However, anyone
who knows even a little about don-turned-politician
Mukhtar Ansari and his deadly gang war in the badlands
of Uttar Pradesh (UP), is aware that the name is enough
to send a chill down the spine of many politicians, bureau-
crats, police officers and, especially, businessmen. Ansari,
an MLA from UP’s Mau Sadar, is currently lodged in the
Ropar Jail of Punjab in connection with an extortion case.
The Punjab and UP Governments are at loggerheads for
his custody, with the former trying every trick up its sleeve
to keep him from the UP Police’s hands on health grounds.
A natural question to ask would be as to what makes a
dreaded criminal so important that UP’s BJP-led Gov-
ernment and Punjab’s Congress Government are fighting
over his custody in the Supreme Court. Well, there is nothing
new inAnsari’s name being associated with heinous crimes
like murder, extortion and kidnapping, but what actually
has pitted him against the saffron party is the chilling mur-
der of then BJP ML A Krishnanand Rai in 2005, who and
six associates were gunned down by assailants armed with
AK-47rifles. The murder was more than sensational as
400 rounds were fired. Ansari, the main accused, was
acquitted by the CBI courtin 2019. Recently, the BJP’s
Mohammadabad MLA Alka Rai, the slain MLLA’s widow,
wrote to Congress leader Priyanka Gandhi Vadra ac-
cusing the party Governments in Punjab and Rajasthan
of shielding Ansari. However, the story is not as simple
as it appears. The UP Police has of late become “trig-
ger-happy” and several criminals have been gunned
down in encounters that the Opposition terms “‘extra-
judicial killings”. Last year, wanted criminal Vikas Dubey
was shot by the State police after the vehicle carrying
him “overturned” on a highway and Dubey “tried to es-
cape after snatching a gun” from a policeman. There is
no denying that Ansari must be fearful of meeting the
same fate if Punjab jail authorities hand him over to the
UP Police. But there is another side to the story: The
criminal-politician-bureaucrat-police nexus is nothing new
and Ansari must have been part of many such connec-
tions at the interstate and intrastate level, and itis only in
the interest of such corrupt elements to exterminate the
voices that can reveal their dark secrets. Now, who is
giving patronage to Ansari and who is out to get him,
and why, is the moot question.

Censorship?

’I‘he first-phase lockdown of last year’s pandemic out
break spawned newfound attention and increased
popularity for anumber of web series as cinema halls had
been ordered shut and people were forced to remain clos-
eted inside their residences. Several big-budget and multi-
starrer movies, which had been slated for theatrical release in
the last week of March 2020 and beyond, fell to the
Government’s social distancing order and, to make up for
the imminent financial losses in light of the prevailing uncertain
conditions, chose the new fad of releasing the films online. As
days gave way to weeks and months wore on, the average
Indian family — already reeling under fear psychosis and
bored to death by now —rediscovered the panacea of en-
tertainment in various web series streaming on Over-The-
Top (OTT) platforms. So far, so good. Mirzapur aired, made
asplash, but there was no hue and cry. Along came Saif Ali
Khan-starrer Tandav, focusing on how politics affects colle-
gial environment, and all hell broke loose. Everybody seems
to have conveniently forgotten Haasil (released in 2003, star-
ring Jimmy Sheirgill, Irrfan Khan and Ashutosh Rana, directed
by Tigmanshu Dhulia) which was a gripping narrative based
on the same subject. As avid watchers of the series among
the OTT viewers point out, the ostensible objection—*‘hurting
religious sentiments’ by taking umbrage to the Shivascene in
the first episode — was just a ruse to express anger against
the way the controversial Citizenship Amendment Act, 2019,
and the National Register of Citizens issues had been pro-
jectedin the series. The “‘religious sentiments” angle, coupled
with allegations of the earlier series brimming with sexually
explicit scenes and foul language, brought the spotlight back
on Mirzapur, too, though there had been no protests during
its run earlier. The tepid response of Twitter officials to the
Centre’s recent earnest entreaty to suspend the handles of
certain “‘rumour-mongering members’’ during the ongoing
farmers’ agitation, especially in the wake of the January 26
violence at Red Fort, seems to have added fuel to the au-
thorities’ displeasure and, therefore, today we find both the
OTT platforms and social media facing a barrage of direc-
tives. The question now arises: Are the Government guide-
lines regulating the two media correct, or could it lead to
pressure or censorship on them? Experts opine that the 29
pages of rules raise concerns over several factors, including
the privacy of users and censorship of digital news media,
which will ultimately affect citizens’ rights. It seems the Gov-
ernment just does not like us to have fun and make personal
choices. It had better heed common sense and allow its adult
population, those who are eligible to vote and can take learned
decisions in all other spheres of life, to decide for itself whether
it wants to watch a particular show or series. Of course,
cracking down on the creators and propagators of fake news
isadifferent ball game altogether.

A tlight and trav

A flight and travel after one year
As an air trip to Goa for an event
after a year-long hiatus revealed,
being constantly stressed about
the virus is clearly not the way to
be. It is not good form to write
columns in the first person but
since this column talks of a per-
sonal experience, [ will be writ-
ing it as such. The experience in
question was catching a flight for
the first time in 350 days. Part of
my work involves evaluating and
reviewing motor vehicles and that
invariably involves a lot of travel,
although the COVID-19 pan-
demic ensured that the few drives
we did in 2020 all occurred in the
Delhi-NCR and were fairly well-
managed. Car companies don’t
do events in places like Goa be-
cause of the sun and sand or be-
cause folks like me enjoy flying,
there are hundreds of decent ho-
tel properties in Goa and the
State is connected by flight to al-
most every major city in India.
So, to do a media drive in Goa
makes immense sense; in fact it
is probably cheaper than
organising individual drives in dif-
ferent cities and is definitely lo-
gistically easier. [ had promised
myself that I would not fly in
2020, even after flights resumed
and a few isolated automotive
events took place. But as the new
year rolled around and the first
events began to be planned, one
could not put off travel much
longer. After all, working in a
newspaper, | had been reading
first-hand how the Government
has more or less brought the pan-
demic in check. Of course, by the
time I did eventually fly that had
actually changed a bit with the
new strain emerging in
Mabharashtra. However, my tick-
ets were booked and I was tak-
ing a flight after 350 days. A drive
that once seemed like a weekly
commute to Terminal 3 from my
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it would be stupid to find that out

el after one year

Kushan Mitra

house appeared strange, not least
because this was my first time in a
taxi after almost a year. Traffic to
and from the airport seemed nor-
mal and the few jams were more
to do with the construction of the
new flyover taxiways. Since my
flight was in the afternoon, there
was less chaos at the drop-off
area. Airlines are running at a re-
stricted domestic schedule at
about three-quarters capacity and
with very few international flights,
India’s largest airport terminal did
not feel crowded. We have all
heard the term, the “new normal”,
things like working from home,
fewer people commuting and the
need for hygiene. But other than
everyone wearing face masks and
the Central Industrial Security
Force (CISF) staff wearing shields
and attaching a handle to their
metal detector “wands”, flying in
2021 was not very different from
flying in 2019 and before. Though
I did sanitise my hands after going
through security which I feel is the
biggest congregation point of the
entire flying process, it felt the
same as before. I must state, at
no point did I feel unsafe and while

I would not go as far as to claim
that there was a laissez faire atti-
tude, you really would not have
guessed that there was a pan-
demic going on. Now part of this
can be explained by India’s
caseload, something that was well
explained by oncologist and
award-winning medical writer
Siddhartha Mukherjee in The
New Yorker recently. It elucidated
on the concept that because we
live in India and have been ex-
posed to so many pathogens be-
fore, maybe we had been exposed
to a “relative” of the COVID-19
virus and that gave our bodies the
B-cells and the T-cells needed to
deal with the virus. What else
could explain the low death toll in
India, many parts of sub-Saharan
Africa and South-East Asia? One
could argue that the “true” death
toll has been suppressed but there
is no way to hide hundreds of
thousands of deaths; people would
be talking about it, and that clearly
isn’t the case. That said, we should
still be careful, particularly since
there is in all likelihood a more viru-
lent strain doing the rounds. It may
(or may not) be more deadly, but

the hard way. I was flying on
Vistara and while mask compli-
ance was followed, the flight was
packed with families travelling to
Goa to get away from the bore-
dom, one presumes. Some pas-
sengers stuck in the middle seats
were covered in their woven-fibre
protective suits and most people
kept their face-shields on during
the flight. But it was not so much
the flying experience, but what I
saw in Goa which was scary. My
hosts had organised dinner at a
popular nightspot and it was
crowded. There were few precau-
tions being taken and while the
bouncers were taking tempera-
tures using an infra-red scanner, it
was quite evident that the public
at large had travelled to the party
State to leave their Coronavirus
worries behind. ‘Thalassa’ on
Vagator beach was packed to the
rafters and nobody appeared to
care. With the Goa airport seeing
flights from every corner of the
country even if some States ask
for the returnees to be tested, the
crowds at restaurants and bars
were back to pre-COVID levels,
just that they were almost com-
pletely Indian with very few for-
eigners. That said, there were
some expats around; those who
had business and diplomatic visas
and they were praising the Gov-
ernment and Indians for taking
such a “Zen” attitude to the pan-
demic. It was really incredible. Ei-
ther people were not worried or
they had reverted to their usual
“dekha jayega” (we will see) atti-
tude. Or maybe this was another
example of Goan “susegad”, the
chilled-out laid-back attitude. I still
don’t know whether it is the atti-
tude to adopt, but being constantly
stressed about the virus is clearly
not the way to be. But the “new
normal” doesn’t really seem very
different from the “old normal”.

Silent Viper - Justice Delayed 1s Justice Denied

Er. Bidyadhar Panda

B.Tech. Civil. M.Tech. Env,, LL.B.PGIM
Mob. 9439128050

Itisrightly said that Justice delayed is
Justice denied. However thank God
that Anjana Mishrais alive now to see
the prime accused of her case, is ar-
rested now after 22years. We
shouldn't forget to thank Commis-
sioner of Police Dr. Sudhansu Sarangi,
who did a noble job heading a team
onmission "Silent Viper" to give jus-
tice to arape victim while our law and
order system struggling to safeguard
women and child. Anjana Mishracase
was a high-profile rape case that oc-
curred in state of Orissa (India) in
1999. Anjana Mishra, ex-wife of an
IFS officer Subash Chandra Mishra,
was raped on 9 January 1999. The
case had created havoc in the State
with Anjana accusing the then Chief
Minister, J. B. Pattnaik and his friend
former Advocate-General of Odisha,
Indrajit Ray of having involved in the
incident. The rape case spoiled the
congress party's image inside the state.
The party president Sonia Gandhi re-
placed the Chief Minister by Giridhar
Gamang. The carin which Anjanaand
her journalist friend were travelling on
9 January 1999 was intercepted at a
desolate place near Barang on the
outskirts of Bhubaneswar by the three
accused and she was gang-raped in
front of her friend by gun point. Two
of the culprits were arrested on 26
January 1999, and remanded to ju-
dicial custody, while the 3rd accused,
Biban Biswal, after 22 years on the
run, was arrested by the Odisha po-

lice on 22 February 2021 from Pune
in Maharashtra. The Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) took up the case
after the Orissa High Court ordered
the investigating agency on 26 Febru-
ary 1999, to probe the case. The CBI
submitted its charge-sheet on 5 May
1999. After a long battle, Anjana
Mishra has won her case. In a judg-
ment delivered on 29 April 2002 the
District and Sessions Judge of Khurda,
Orissa, sentenced two of the three ac-
cused persons in the case to life im-
prisonment and a fine of Rs.5,000 each.
Judge Mahendra Nath Pattnaik con-
victed Pradeep Sahoo and Direndra
Mohanty on charges of sexually as-
saulting Ms Anjana Mishra while she
was travelling in a car from Cuttack to
Bhubaneswar along with a friend on 9
January 1999. The third accused,
Biban Biswal, managed to evade ar-
rest for 22 years. On 22nd February
2021, the prime accused Biban Biswal
was arrested from Pune by an opera-
tion called- 'Silent Viper' by a group of
Odisha police led by the Commissioner
of Police Dr. Sudhansu Sarangi. On the
judgment Anjana Mishra said that she
was still "depressed" as the investigat-
ing agency had not made any effort to
arrest Biswal, whom she alleged as the
key to unraveling the "conspiracy" be-
hind the gang rape. At present, Women
are subjected to various forms of vio-
lence such as eve-teasing, sexual ha-
rassment, domestic violence, marital
rape, cyber harassment, psychological
harassment, discrimination, human traf-
ficking, genital mutilation, sexism,
honourkillings etc. Reporting of crimes
against women is on the rise year by
year. Rapid growth of technology and
rising modernization could nothelp in

improving the situation. The age-old
discrimination against women has
deep roots in the various religious
norms, cultures and especially our
patriarchial society. A young girl going
to the school, a teenage girl partying
late nights, a student wearing short
skirts, a stay at home mother are all
equally vulnerable to harassment and
molestation. Till date though the situa-
tion is not having a drastic change still
government has taken some steps to
arrest the crime against women. In-
dian government deployed PCR vans
with GPS system to ensure the secu-
rity of women in Delhi NCR region.
Telangana government introduced
"SHE Teams" to tackle crimes on
women. This program is a huge suc-
cess inspiring all the other Indian states.
‘Ministry of Home Affairs' allotted the
number "112" for Nationwide Emer-
gency Response System. To protect
child brides and to eradicate child
marriages, Government forbids mari-
tal sex with the bride under 18 years
of age and would be considered rape
if not followed. Prenatal sex discern-
ment is banned, preventing determi-
nation of sex of the child before birth
and lowering the rate of female infan-
ticide in India. Media is not allowed
toreveal the victim's name and detals,
thus encouraging the harassment vic-
tims to report the crime. "Domestic
violence act" enforced on 26th of
October (2006), hinders the male
dominance over their wives. IPC Sec-
tion 498-A obstructs the husband and
relatives subjecting women to any sort
of criminal act and makes women feel
respected at their homes. Intellectu-
als feel all above steps are not at all
adequate to see women safe in our

country. Lot of things need to be
done now. More patrolling vans
should be deployed to ensure the
safety of women. Movies that show
eve-teasing and harassment as love
should be censored. Gender sensiti-
zation programs should be con-
ducted on a regular basis at schools
and colleges. Uneducated Indian
politicians pollute the entire reputa-
tion of government officials. A social
media hashtag #AintNoCinderella
received popularity among teenag-
ers mocking politicians who feel
women must not roam on the streets
after 12 AM. Politicans who are
against gender equality should be
stripped of power. Rapid misuse of
Dowry harassment law forced Su-
preme Court to dilute the law to
some extent. This discourages vic-
tims in genuine cases to report the
harassment. Steps should be taken
to deter false cases; thereby genuine
victims can be rescued. Andhra
Pradesh is the state ranking first with
a maximum number of cases re-
ported every year addressing gen-
der discrimination and crime against
women along with Bihar, Uttar
Pradesh, and West Bengal. Special
care must be taken in these states to
reduce the crimes. In India's journey
into a developed country, gender
equality and crimes against women
are the most important things to be
focused on. Legends like Malala
Yousafzai have repeatedly inspired
women all over the globe and left an
inevitable imprint on the human race.
The country now demands a dire
need for the upliftment of the basic
mentality of looking at women dif-
ferently.
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Debraj Memorial Flood L

(A.O. Bureau)

Niali, Feb 27: Debraj
Memorial Flood Light
Cricket Tournament
was held at Narisho
High School grounds
last Friday night. The
match was organized
by the Narisho
Gopinath Cricket
Club in memory of the
late Narendra
Gopinath, a talented
professor of
Narisho's rule. Eigh-
teen teams from the
local and surrounding
areas took part in the
match. The inaugural
function was graced
by eminent educator
Natwar Sdhangi as
the chief guest and
distinguished guests

el
social activist
Rajendra Prasad

Sahu, youth leader
Pabitra Patel, Aarti

Sdhangi among oth-
ers. A large number of
spectators were
present and enjoyed

1 ght Tournamen

the game. The Om
Sairam cricket team
won a cash prize of Rs
4,500 along with the

t was held

Athantar Champion
Trophy. Gopinath
cricket team Narisho
was named the run-
ner-up. The inaugural
ceremony was at-
tended by youth
leader Kailash
Chandra Swayam,
journalist Jagannath
Padhi, Banabihari
Sdhangi and pre-
sented the trophy to
the winning team. Ac-
cording to the orga-
nizers of the game, the
game is being held to
maintain brotherhood
in the countryside. As
the tournament kicks
off this year, the board
has unanimously de-
cided to continue it
every year.

NTPC Talcher Kaniha organizes Power Sector Famiharisation Program

- o

(A.O. Bureau)

Talcher, Feb 27: NTPC
Talcher Kaniha orga-
nized a Power Sector
Familiarisation Program
for interaction with me-
dia personnel on Febru-
ary 27, 2021. The pro-
gram was conducted in
a limited manner with
local media to ensure
social distancing in the
light of the prevailing
COVID-19 protocols.
The interaction com-
menced with a presen-
tation on the various op-
erational and CSR-re-
lated highlights of the
Station. Interacting with
the media, Chief General
Manager, Shri Sudip
Nag spoke about the
Station’s performance
highlights and shared the
recent developments
pertaining to the execu-
tion of FGD work and
mine-void filling. “With
the commitment of pro-

viding clean energy in a
sustainable manner,
FGD work is under full
progress at the Station”,
Shri Nag said. Shri Nag
also shared NTPC
Talcher Kaniha’s long
term fuel security plan to
fulfill its coal requirement
and stated that the latest
introduction of the
Wagon Tippler has ac-
celerated the coal un-
loading process and re-
sulted in increasing pro-
ductivity of the station.
Speaking on the
Station’s performance,
Shri Nag said, “NTPC
Talcher Kaniha has per-
formed exceptionally
well in this Financial
Year and is on its way
to achieve turn-out per-
formance with several
milestones in operation.”
He mentioned the
Station’s increased fo-
cus on safety and the
measures taken to en-
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sure safe practices such
as Safety training for all
workers, mass pep-talk
along with COVID-re-
lated awareness mes-
sages. Shri Nag further
highlighted the Station’s
initiatives of enhancing
ash utilization by provid-
ing dry ash to NHAI for
construction of roads
and highways and the
recently signed MoU

with MCL for the mine-
void filling of Jagannath
quarry-8. Reiterating the
company’s commitment
to power clean power,
Shri Nag said, “NTPC
is committed to generate
and provide reliable
power at a competitive
price in a sustainable
manner. We use envi-
ronment-friendly tech-
nologies and also focus

R

on social upliftment of
society to promote a
safe and healthy envi-
ronment for all.” Shri
Shivam Srivastava, GM
(O&M), Shri S.
Murugan, GM(TS), Shri
Sarit Maheswari, GM
(Ash Dyke Manage-
ment) and Shri Rajnish
Rastogi, GM(HR) were
also present during the
interaction.

Vedanta's Lanjigarh Unit conducts sensitization
drive on Menstrual Hygiene in Kalahandi

(A.O. Bureau)

Lanjigarh, Feb 27:
Vedanta Limited,
Lanjigarh, India's pre-
mier producer of metal-
lurgical grade
alumina,has initiated a
sensitization drive on
menstrual hygiene for
adolescent girls and their
mothers in its peripheral
villages of Kalahandi dis-
trict. As part of the NITI
Aayog's Aspirational
District program,
Vedanta Lanjigarh is
carrying out this drive
since December 2020
and so far, has reached
out to over 2000 ado-
lescent girls and their
mothers in more than
100 villages. The knowl-
edge sharing sessions,
under the guidance of the
Dr. Sraddha Suman
Patnaik of the state-of-
the-art multi-specialty
Vedanta Hospital,
Lanjigarh, are designed
with special focus on
menstrual hygiene,
eradication of related
myths and misconcep-
tions and bring change in
the habits and practices
of the adolescent girls
pertaining to menstrual
and reproductive
health.As aresult of this
drive, the adolescent
girls have already started
using the sanitary pads in
these villages. Earlier,
they were using clothes
during these days, which
used to result in several
hygiene related health
problems. Speaking
about this initiative, Mr.
Rakesh Mohan, Chief
Operating Officer,
Vedanta Limited,
Lanjigarh unit said, "At
Vedanta Lanjigarh, we
have always given prior-

ity towards ensuring
good health and well-
being of the communities
around our areas of op-
erations by bringing in
positive changes in the
life and lifestyle. As an
active partner of NITI
Aayog's Aspirational
District program, we are
happyto be a part of
such an initiative, which
aims at sensitizing the
adolescent girls in the
tribal dominated area
about the critical health
issue pertaining to men-
strual hygiene. This cam-

paign will not only help
in making these girls
aware about their health
with proper knowledge
but also lead them to-
wards a healthy life."
Acknowledging
Vedanta's efforts,Mrs.
Bhumisuta Majhi,
Anganwadi Worker,
Kutendeli Village,
Lanjigarh Blocksaid,
"These awareness ses-
sions organized by
Vedanta were very in-
formative and useful for
us. We are now aware
and informed about one
of the most important
and critical health issues
of our life - menstruation,
which has been consid-
ered as a taboo to be
discussed so far. Our
mothers are also partici-
pating in these pro-

grams, which will cer-
tainly help us in address-
ing the problems related
to this and help us in
leading a healthy life."
Vedanta's social inter-
ventions in the domains
of sustainable livelihood,
women empowerment,
quality education, health,
water and sanitation,
bio-investment and com-
munity infrastructure
reach out to a total of 69
villages in Lanjigarh and
nearby areas, benefiting
about a lakh people in a
year. It empowers more

than 3000 women from
305 self-help groups
(SHGs), provides
healthcare services to
about 30,000 people an-
nually, gives educational
support to more than
2800 students, has
planted more than 5.4
lakh trees in the commu-
nity, and built 500 plus
infrastructural projects at
community level. Vedanta
is the largest producer of
aluminiumin Indiaandre-
mains the premier manu-
facturer of metallurgical
grade alumina. The com-
pany operates a2 MTPA
(million tonnes per annum)
capacity alumina refinery
in Lanjigarh (Kalahandi
district, Odisha), India
since 2007 and an asso-
ciated 90 MW captive
power plant.

The Nands festivalofthe Distrct Parj Samaps celebra ed at Markapall

(A.O. Bureau)

Malkangiri, Feb 27:
Nandi Parab has
been celebrated by
the District Parja

Samayj Vikas
Parishad at
Markapalli under the

Malkangiri block :
Additional District
Magistrate Birsen
Pradhan was the
chief guest at the an-
nual function,
Keshab Chandra
Nayak, President of
the Uktal Sahitya
Sangsad, was the
keynote speaker,

and Mrs. Padmani
Muduli, former
Chairman of the Zilla
Parishad, Dr.
Udaynath Khara,
Mangraj Kindal,
Parshuram Golri,
Gopi Pangi,

Biralakshmanpur

Sarpanch Mrs.
Sanyukta Khil were
the special guests
while Parja Samaj
President Ghenu
Muduli presided over
the meeting! First of
all, the guests invited
to the oil painting by
Dr. Bhimrao
Ambedkar, the
founder of the Con-
stitution and Bharat
Ratna, lit wreaths
and lit lamps! Indig-
enous peoples That
nature is born in the
lap, adolescence,
youthful play, finally
reaching old age and
leaving Ehdham in
the lap of nature! In
the change of the
menstrual cycle in-
stead of nature! In-
digenous peoples'
lifestyles, customs,
costumes, traditions,

festivals, dances,
songs change to the
beat of nature! Tribal
society celebrates
festivals with differ-
ent seasons! Labour
is celebrated for the
relief of labour in a
weary life! Hey,
make life music! Mr
keshab Chandra
Nayak, a researcher
and literary figure in
the tribal way of life,
joined as the keynote
speaker and said that
the Malkangiri Parja
tribals have slowly
forgotten their lan-
guage! So first of all
we have to pay at-
tention to our lan-
guage in order to
maintain our identity
in society! No mat-
ter how many lan-
guages ??7we master,
we must not forget

the Parja language!
Our deities, rituals,
costumes, orna-
ments, musical in-
struments, songs,
grandchildren, festi-
vals are to be cel-
ebrated! The elders
of the Parja commu-
nity have a special
tradition to follow.
The Chief Guest Ad-
ditional District Mag-
istrate Biresan
Pradhan said that the
language, culture and
history of the Parja
community are on the
verge of extinction!
So it needs to be
written through a
magazine or a book
to preserve it!
Chandra Nayak
pleaded that all the
benefits provided by
the government were
being denied to the

tribals in a timely
manner! " He en-
couraged ordinary
people as well to
take part in solving
this great task: "One
of the things you and
other people can do
is keep up the pres-
sure ... there are go-
ing to be some diffi-
cult decisions for
government". Special
guest Dr. Udayanith
Khara said, "Dr.
Ambedkar, the
founder of the Con-
stitution, has given us
everything! Today,
the education of the
tribal society, em-
ployment in the gov-
ernment department,
political protection
are all the great con-
tributions of Dr.
Babasaheb Dr.
Ambedkar! He openly
declared that we should
know! Some crooked
groups are protesting
against the
conservation!The Parja
dance music was per-
formed in this regard!
The district Parja Samaj
Vikas was awarded a
certificate to Mr keshab
chandra Nayak for out-
standing work in various
fields of society.

CU roposs altrmatve Fncig or irsrct

(A.O. Bureau)

Koraput, Feb 27: The
Central University of
Odisha convened its 33rd
Executive Council meet-
ing today. Chaired by the
Vice-Chancellor of the
University Prof. I.
Ramabrahmam, the
meeting was attended by
all the members in virtual
mode. Key policy issues
as plans relating to the

University. Therefore, the
Executive Council hasre-
solved to request the
Government to sanction
Rs. 129 Crore for
infrastructural develop-
ment of the University
through Project Mode of
Funding. The members
discussed the problems
emanating from an under-
privileged area like
Koraput from where

Gevelopment

the CUO source of in-
come s only through stu-
dent admissions and their
fee, it cannot be increased
further which willbe an ad-
ditional burden on the stu-
dents. Therefore, the Uni-
versity is not in a position
to obtain HEFA loan and
pay interest. So the Ex-
ecutive Council passed
resolution to request MoE
to sanction the funds

growth of the University
were discussed in the
meeting. The prime con-
cern was to generate
funds for the growth of the

most of the students come
from. The problems con-
fronting the poor and
tribal communities were
discussed in particular. As

through project mode.
Further, the Executive
Council has advised to
start new courses in the
nextacademic session.

MEMC Week Celebrated at Essel Mining

MEMCHagprovided by IBM washoisted

(A.O. Bureau)

Koira, Feb27: The 23rd Mining Environ-
ment & Mineral Conservation Week was
celebrated in Koira Iron Mine of Essel Min-
ing & Industries Limited (abusinessof Aditya
Birla Group) under the aegis of Indian Bu-
reau of Mines, Bhubaneswar Region with
pump & ceremony. For the occasion, the

in the mine on 22.02.2021 by the Mines
Manager, Mr. A.B.Singh. All the workers
and their family members were provided
with materials to prepare posters and slo-
£ans on mining environment preservation
and mineral conservation, which was posted
onthe day of the inspection.
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The Girl On The Tram Deralled drama

New Delhi, Feb 27: The
Girl On The Train; Cast:

Parineeti Chopra, Aditi
Rao Hydari, Kirti
Kulhari, Avinash Tiwary,
Tota Roy Chowdhury,
Nisha Aaliya, Shamaun
Ahmed; Director: Ribhu
Dasgupta; Rating: * *
(two stars) Don't sit on
the edge of your seat as
you watch this, you
mightjust fall off dozing.
They needn't worry
about comparisons,
there's scope for none.
Ribhu Dasgupta's
Bollywoodised rehash
(oops, adaptation) of
Paula Hawkins'
bestseller of the same
name is too lazy to rec-
reate the slow-burn
shock value of the novel
and banks on a tangle of
too many inconsequen-
tial twists. Hawkins'
written work, an in-
tensely psychological
piece, was always a
challenge to recreate on
screen. A lot of the 'ac-
tion' in the book is actu-
ally internalised and it
unfolds as thought pro-
cess of the protagonist.
You realised this aspect
even while watching the
Hollywood adaptation
of 2016, starring Emily
Blunt. However, Blunt
did a great job convey-
ing pain through silences,
bringing alive emptiness
in her gaze. Parineeti
Chopra on the other

hand goes over the top
trying to underline the
fact that the protagonist,
introduced here as Mira
Kapoor, is in pain. She
shrieks and screams a
lot, frowns and glares,
and acts as if her char-
acter was on substance
(okay, she is an alcoholic
for most parts). A brief
prelude tells us why
Mira ends up this way
after we see her start off
as an alpha woman in
London -- successful
lawyer at work, and
happily married athome.
She has a doting hus-
band, Shekhar (Avinash
Tiwary), and they are
expecting their first child.
The picture of bliss is
shattered when she suf-

fers a miscarriage after
an accident. The doctor
says the accident has
caused anterograde am-
nesia, Mira becomes an
alcoholic and Shekhar
moots divorce. Broken
emotionally and psycho-
logically, Mira stops
practising law although
she continues 'going to
work'. During her daily
trips by train she sees the
old house she once
shared with Shekhar,
now occupied by a
happy couple, Nusrat
(Aditi Rao Hydari) and
Anand (Shamaun
Ahmed). Mira finds the
resonance of a perfect
marriage in Nusrat's life
as she watches her from
the window of her train

every day. One day, she
sees Nusrat in an inti-
mate pose on the bal-
cony, with a man who
clearly isn't her husband.
The first of the film's
major twists comes early
on, when Nusrat goes
missing and is subse-
quently found dead in
Greenwich forest. A tur-
baned female officer,
simply presented as In-
spector Kaur (Kirti
Kulhari), investigates the
case, and circumstantial
evidence seems to point
at Mira. All of that is ac-
tually the build-up,
meant to gradually en-
gage the viewer before
the mystery unravels. In
most potboiler thrillers,
the build-up at least is

absorbing -- if anythmg,
for the intrigue it is sup-
posed to raise. The Girl
On The Train, sadly, is
crushed by weak screen-
writing (Ribhu Dasgupta
and Viddesh
Malandkar), even in its
early portions. For that
reason, despite its pol-
ished look (Tribhuvan
Babu Sadineni's cinema-
tography deserves men-
tion), the film fails to hold
attention. Sluggish editing
(Sangeeth Varghese) and
a couple of unnecessary
songs (music 1s Sunny
and Inder Bawra, and
Vipin Patwa) fitted into
the narrative don't help
much. Among the few
things that might stay on
in your mind is Aditi Rao
Hydari's act as Nusrat, in
a brief but impactful por-
trayal. Most of the cast
is strictly average, almost
unsure about how to deal
with the half-baked char-
acters they get to play
out. Strictly by
Bollywood standards of
thrillers, and if you
haven't seen the Holly-
wood film or read the
novel, this Hindi re-
make could seem un-
usual. But those who
have an idea of the
original, might just be
disappointed. The girl,
her train, and the whole
jingbang that go with it,
never quite manage to
get on track.

Anirp Kstyps Daughter Adhyah Staes Roe Theat Seenso

Mumbai, Feb 27:

have never felt more
frightened than I have in
the past few weeks to
the point where I con-
sidered deleting my
Instagram," Aaliyah
Kashyap has posted.
Filmmaker Anurag
Kashyap’s daughter
Aaliyah took to
Instagram on Friday to
post screen shots of
rape threats she has
been receiving, among
other derogatory com-
ments, after she shared
aphotograph in lingerie
recently. “The past few
weeks have been really
hard on my mental
health. Ever since I
posted a photo of me in
lingerie,  have been get-
ting the most vile, de-
grading and disgusting
comments, I have never

felt more frightened than
I have in the past few
weeks to the point
where I considered de-
leting my Instagram. I
have tried to ignore the
harassment and shrug it
off but the truth is that
we need to speak about
itbecause these kinds of
comments contribute to
the rape culture that af-
fects all women in India
(and the rest of the
world) in one way or the
other. “We seem to be a
country that will hold
candle marches for a
woman after she’s been
sexually assaulted but
won’t protect a woman
while she’s alive. And
the truth is that women
in India grow up being
sexualized their whole
lives, I have grown up
with these kinds of com-

ments to the point where
it culminated into me
being sexually assaulted
as a minor by a middle
aged man. The double
standard is that many of
the people who have
harassed me, along with
many other women, are
hypocrites. They love to
pretend that they’re on
amoral high ground buy
in reality, they are the
ones promoting rape
culture that exists,” she
wrote. Aaliyah cap-
tioned her post saying,
“TW: sexual assault,
rape thank you
@shaiwriting for helping
me put my thoughts and
feelings into words.” In
the past, Aaliyah has
uploaded a video on her
YouTube channel where
she spoke about online
harassment and bullying.

How Students and Teachers Can Stay Safe from
Coronavirus Amid Schools Reopening

New Delhi, Feb27: With
children being one of the
most vulnerable category,
extra precautions need to
be taken by the school
authorities, teachers, par-
ents of the students and
the students themselves.
With the commencement
of nationwide vaccination
drive and the falling num-
bers of active Covid-19
cases, the government has
decided to slowly allow
schools to re-open. Start-
ing in phases the schools
are firstre-opening for the
students of the 10th and
12th standard and will
then be applied to the jun-
ior classes. Subsequently
itis essential that precau-
tions for prevention of fur-
ther spread are taken as
seriously as before, the
numbers might be dipping
but the virus is still linger-
ing and we have to take
all possible measures to
curbits spread. With chil-

dren being one of the
most vulnerable category,
extra precautions need to
be taken by the school
authorities, teachers, par-
ents of the students and
the students themselves.
Basic facts like social dis-
tancing, wearing masks,
practicing hand hygiene
need to be taught and
demonstrated to them as
the new norms of living.
While calling students
back to schools has been
allowed by the govern-
ment, in interest of the
safety and health of chil-
dren the schools must
practice: Hybrid school
model -- this is a combi-
nation of distance/virtual
learning and in-person/
traditional form of school-
ing. This involves limiting
the number of students
that will come to school
in one go so that social
distancing can be prac-
ticed effectively School

authorities to make sure
that the building is clean
and hygienic -- Surfaces
and objects (eg. desks
and tables) need to be
wiped with disinfectant
regularly. Promote regu-
lar and thorough hand-
washing with the chil-
dren and put sanitizing
hand rub dispensers in
prominent places around
the workplace Teach the
children the essence of
practicing respiratory
hygiene and using a
mask to cover the face
and the nose. Restrict
social events assemblies
and even gathering at stu-
dent canteens and the
practice of sharing food.
Mandatory thermal
screening, no person
with slightest of symp-
toms like fever, cough to
be allowed in the pre-
mised and should be
recommended immedi-
ate self-isolation.

——

{ _

Mumbai, Feb 27: Actor
Kangana Ranaut has said
that her tweets are meant
for 'high IQ' people after
she was called a
'clueless, uneducated'
person on Twitter. The
point of contention was
a statement made by
Kangana against US
president Joe Biden. Re-
acting to a journalist call-
ing her a 'truly clueless,
uneducated, stupid hu-
man being who believes
she knows everything',
and still uses the deroga-
tory term 'red Indian',
Kangana wrote, "My
tweets are only for high
intellect/IQ people, I
can’t sit and explain to
every dummy, there are
limited words and time,

fools like you get excited
for what? It’s not for you,
and what about red In-
dians? You don’t know
Brando is a Native
American you chillar..."
This is not the first time
that Kangana has drawn
a comparison between
herself and actor Marlon

Brando. Replying to a
Twitter user, she had
written earlier this month:
"They are the invaders in
native red Indians land I
am a native Indian who
wants to protect my
land,of course I won’t
reflect her sentiments,
that way I am more like

Marlon Brando,now it
will rattle you more, as a
matter of fact I snubbed
Filmfare justhow Brando
snubbed Oscars." Previ-
ously, Kangana's sister,
Rangoli Chandel had
also compared her to
Brando. Citing his boy-
cott of the Oscars in
1973 in protest of
Hollywood’s treatment
of Native Americans, she
said that the similarities
between him and
Kangana were too obvi-
ous to ignore. “I can’t
pretend not to see many
similarities here,
Kangana has always
been upset about disre-
spected portrayal of
Hindus ( Native Indians)
like great talent Brando,

Kangana too gained huge
respect nation wide,”

Rangoli wrote last year.
In another tweet, Rangoli
added, ‘‘she too used her
popularity to ask imp
questions, she too re-
fused honours given to
her by film awards,
Wow!! Getting
goosebumps.” The Na-
tional Congress of
American Indians
(NCAI) maintains that
names like Redskins per-
petuate negative stereo-
types of Native American
people. Kangana also
recently compared her-
self to Gal Gadot and
Meryl Streep. Rangoli's
Twitter account has since
been suspended for
spreading hate speech.

Hrihk Roshan records statement aganst Kangana Ranaut, leaves Crme Branch offc

Mumbai, Feb 27:
Hrithik Roshan visited
the Mumbai Police's
Crime Branch office
on Saturday to record
a statement in con-
nection with his 2016
complaint about fake
emails in his name to
Kangana Ranaut. The
actor was summoned
to appear at 11 am
and was seen leaving
his residence in a
black tee and cap. The
actor had been asked
to visit the Crime In-
telligence Unit (CIU)
at commissioner's of-
fice, an official said.
He left the office at
2:40 pm. On Friday,
reacting to a news ar-
ticle about the same,
Kangana had written

on Twitter, "Duniya
kahan se kahan
pahunch gayi magar
mera silly ex abhi bhi
waheen hai usi modh
pe jahan yeh waqt
dobara laut ke nahi
jane wala ... (The
world has changed so
much but my silly ex is
still caught up in the
moment to which the
time will never re-
turn)." Hrithik's com-
plaintin 2016 alleged
that someone was im-
personating him and
was emailing Kangana
from a bogus email ID
in his name. The com-
plaint was followed by
a spat between the
two. Hrithik had ac-
cused Kangana of ha-
rassing him by send-

ing him hundreds of
emails. Following an
initial probe, police
recorded Kangana's
statement after con-
cluding that the emails
were sent from her id.
However, Kangana
denied sending emails
to Hrithik. A case un-
der section 419
(cheating by person-
ation) of IPC and sec-
tions 66C (identity
theft), 66D (cheating
by personation using
computer resources)
of the Information
Technology Act was
registered against an
unknown person at
Cyber Police Station.
In December last
year, Hrithik's lawyer
had approached the

Mumbai police com-
missioner regarding
the pending probe,
after which it was
transferred to the

Crime Branch's CIU,
the official informed.
Hrithik and Kangana
had worked together
in Kites (2010) and
then Krrish 3 (2013).

In December 2020,
the case, which was
earlier with the
Cyber Cell of the
Mumbai police, was
transferred to Crimi-
nal Intelligence Unit
(CIU) on a request
made by Hrithik's
lawyer Mahesh
Jethmalani.
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Not disturbed with peception happen 1ng foradecade now: Ashwv on pitch versus skalldebte

L

Ahmedabad, Feb 27:
Premier spinner
Ravichandran Ashwin
on Saturday said he is
hardly perturbed by all
the talk surrounding the
surface winning over
skills set and took a dig
at critics seeking to un-
dermine India's massive
wins in recent times.
Ashwin, who on Friday,

had put out a series of
tweets in which he tried
to emphasise how a par-
ticular thought process is
being "marketed" and
creating an issue. "l am
absolutely not disturbed
with things being taken
away from the context
because this is what's
been happening for the
last decade, if not

more," Ashwin, who is
now the second fastest
to 400 Test wickets,
said during a virtual me-
diameet. "Thatis why I
put out the tweets that I
did yesterday. I think
people need to get the
context of what's hap-
pening here. There have
been some people who
have messaged me and
said match has finished
in two days." When a
British journalist asked if
he felt the pitch used for
the third match against
England at Motera was
good for Test cricket,
Ashwin gave him a
prompt counter. "I have
a question back. What
is a good cricket sur-
face?," Ashwin shot
back. "I am the one ask-
ing the question... Good
contest between bat and
ball?" the journalist was
insistent. "What makes a
good surface? Who de-
fines this? Seam on the
first day and then bat
well and then spin on the
last two days? Come on!
Who makes all these
rules, we need to get
over it and not talk
about whatever picture
you want to paint,"
Ashwin's sarcasm was
not lost on anyone. "If
you are asking if itis a
good Test surface, I
don't see any of the play-
ers coming from England
having an issue with the
surface. They want to
improve, they look like
they want to have a con-
test. "Is it the players and
the people who are re-
porting back that want
their players to not com-
plete and complain
about the pitches? Be-
cause we have never
done that on any of the
tours." The scribe had a
follow-up question.
"Hoping for a similar sur-
face in the next Test?" "It
depends on what you're
hoping for. We are hop-

ing for a good cricket
match." Ashwin feels
that it's difficult to ex-
plain how a match pans
out to those who haven't
played the game but
forms an opinion based
on a third person's view
point. "What about all
the three pink-ball Test
matches we've played,
everything has ended
within three days' time.
"I do not know what to
say because when
somebody just throws an
opinion out there about
the surface -- and hav-
ing had played the game
-- unfortunately maybe
they've not played the
pink-ball Test matches
so they do not under-
stand this facet of the
game." Ashwin's prob-
lem is that people are not
forming an opinion at
their own behest. "My
angst against the whole
thing is the fact that
when people say some-
thing there are so many
of them who are watch-
ing the same picture but
are not able to paint a
different one compared
to somebody who is
driving and selling a cer-
tain case to us and this
needs to stop." Asked if
he felt hurt by Yuvraj
Singh's tweet about Anil
Kumble and Harbhajan
Singh getting 1500 and
800 wickets on these
kind of tracks, he gave
aninteresting reply. "The
reason behind my tweets
were definitely not in
context to anybody in
particular. When I read
Yuvi pa's tweet, [ actu-
ally didn't get affected at
all because I didn't find
that he was telling us
anything, trying to sug-
gestanything. "Itjust felt
like a really plain tweet,
saying 'we were good
and..."," Ashwin said a
lot without saying much.
He reiterated that selling
a particular perception

irks him as he feels that
some people are being
"hypnotised" into believ-
ing things without know-
ing the reality. "For me,
the state of mind I amin,
I didn't find it anything
wrong or agenda-driven
or anything like that. I
know Yuvi pa for along
time and I have the ut-
most respect for him.
"With respect to your
agenda-driven thoughts,
this is exactly what my
tweets were about.
Some of us or some
people amongst us tend
to buy the stuff that
people sell. I do not
know the reason behind
why people sell certain
things, butit's clear. It's
justa perception of what
happens. "... People who
know me or watch me
talk, at least realise that
without their knowledge
they are actually being
hypnotised to believing
what they are buying."
He repeatedly ques-
tioned why people were
conditioned into believ-
ing that the team wins in
a certain way. "With re-
spect to thoughts being
put across and planted
to people is something
that is extremely hilari-
ous and heinous to a
point where you have a
thought process and you
want everyone to follow
that and think that. And
also you know make it
conditioning." He then
cited an example. "You
watch a match, you
watch India win a game,
at most everyone is say-
ing you say 'I'm happy
India won the game, it's
a great feeling'. You
don't want people to go
back home and say
'India's not winning the
game and the pitch that's
winning the game'.
That's what I don't want
people to do. I know
anyway that's going to
come up."

After traversing Europe for sparring,
Vinesh Phogat set to compete 1n Kiev

New Delhi, Feb 27: If it
was acountry, Budapest’s
Vasas Sports Club would
have ranked 24th on the
list of most Olympic gold
medals, sharing the spot
with Switzerland. The
100-plus-year-old club
has produced 50 Olympic
and 55 World Champi-
ons, including the winner of
Hungary’s first Olympic
gold medal —incidentally
at the Tokyo Games in
1964. If Vinesh Phogat
was looking forinspiration
ahead of the Japanese
capital’s second Olym-

which has attracted nearly
600 wrestlers from 34
countries. And after that,
from March 4 to 7, she
will be in Rome for the
year’s first ranking tourna-
ment. On Saturday, Phogat
will step on the mat for her
first competitive boutin a
year — since the Asian
Championship in New
Delhi last February. “Tt (the
Kiev tournament) will be
hard because the last year
has gone without any com-
petition,” Akos says. “But
the results are not impor-
tant. I would like to see if

high intensity even after
getting tired. His focus then
shifted to the Indian
wrestler’s technique, add-
ing new tilts and holds to
her weaponry and chang-
ing her motion on the mat
from going linear to circu-
lar. These were massive
changes to her style, intro-
duced gradually over a
period of 15 months,
when it all came to a sud-
den halt last year with the
pandemic. The conse-
quent lockdown meant
Phogat was stuck in
Kharkhoda, Haryana,

pics, then she began the
year at the right place. In
her obsessive pursuit of an
Olympic medal, Phogat—
after spending virtually all
of 2020 at her village in
Haryana due to the
lockdown restrictions —
has been traversing across
Europe since the start of
the New Year along with
her personal coach, Hun-
garian Woller Akos.
Phogat’s first stop was the
famed training centre in
Budapest. From there, she
travelled roughly 800km
north to Spala in Poland,
where she sparred with
some of the top wrestlers
from across the world.
This weekend, the Indian
wrestler willbein Kiev for
her first tournament of the
year — the Outstanding
Ukrainian Wrestlers and
Coaches Memorial,

she can wrestle seven,
eight bouts in these two
tournaments.” In other
words, the focus will be on
Phogat’s match fitness. It’s
been one of Akos’s priori-
ties since he began work-
ing with her alittle before
the 2018 Asian Games. At
the time, Phogatlacked the
stamina to last all six min-
utes with the same inten-
sity. That gradually
changed with different
types of anaerobic exer-
cises, which involved
quick burst high-intensity
training sessions for short
durations. The anaerobic
drills —short sprints inter-
spersed with push-ups,
pull-ups and weightlifting—
helped improve Phogat’s
heart-rate capacity from
182 beats per minute) to
190bpm, which meant
Phogat could wrestle ata

while Akos was in
Budapest. Training contin-
ued via video calls, but re-
sumption means work is
still in progress. “‘The first
thing for us is toreturn to
the individual techniques
that are “forgotten’ during
the lockdown,” he says, in
reference to the feel of
competition. For many,
the postponement was an
opportunity to prepare
better. Not quite for
Phogat. ““This situation is
not a problem for the
countries whichhave alot
of high-level partners at
home and they don’tneed
to travel abroad for it. For
them, it was an advantage
(but) for us, it was a dis-
advantage,” Akos says.
The gulfin the 53kg cat-
egory is massive in India.
Phogat towers above the
restin this category.
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Adelaide, Feb 27: Iga
Swiatek shot out of
relative obscurity last
year when she became
the youngest woman
to win the Roland
Garros title since
Monica Seles in
1992. French Open
champion Iga Swiatek
breezed past second
seed Belinda Bencic
6-2 6-2 1in the
Adelaide International
final on Saturday to
claim the second title
of her career. Swiatek
shot out of relative

obscurity last year
when she became the
youngest woman to
win the Roland
Garros title since
Monica Seles in
1992. The Pole
showed again why she
is so highly rated with
a superb week in
Adelaide. The 19-
year-old did not drop
a set throughout the
WTA 500 tournament
and lost only 22 games
in all. Swiatek went
ahead 3-2 in the
opening set of the fi-

nal and broke
Bencic’s serve when
the Swiss double-
faulted three times be-
fore switching gears to
gain the early advan-
tage in the contest at
Memorial Drive Park.
The fifth seed then
surged ahead 3-1 in
the second set before
closing out a comfort-
able victory. World
number 18 Swiatek
fired 22 winners and
made only six un-
forced errors in the
match.

Neymar injury refurn on schedule after ight trainng sesston; Mauricio Pochettino

New Delhi, Feb 27:
Neymar has been side-
lined since limping off
the pitch on February
10 in a Coupe de
France tie against Caen,
which ruled him out of
PSG's UEFA Champi-
ons League last-16 first
leg against Barcelona.
Paris St Germain for-
ward Neymar’s return
from injury is on sched-
ule after he was ruled
out for four weeks ear-
lier this month with an
adductor muscle injury,
coach Mauricio
Pochettino said on Fri-
day. The Brazil interna-
tional has been sidelined
since limping off the
pitch on Feb. 10 in a

French Cup game
against Caen, which
ruled him out of PSG’s
Champions League
last-16 first leg against
Barcelona. He resumed

individual training on
Thursday, raising hopes

that he might be back
earlier than expected.
“He has been following
the protocol of the medi-
cal and performance
sector,” Pochettino told

a news conference
ahead of PSG’s Ligue 1

trip to Dijon. “Today he
was on the pitch to train
individually. He’s got a
good mindset. We're
happy. Everything is un-
der control in terms of

timing. He’s on sched-
ule.” PSG, who host

Barcelona on March 10
in the return leg after
claiming an emphatic 4-
1 win at the Camp Nou,
first need to bounce
back in Ligue 1 after
they fell down to third
with a 2-0 home defeat
to Monaco last week-
end. Although Dijon are
bottom of the table, PSG
face a tricky task as they
will be without Neymar,
Angel Di Maria,
Leandro Paredes as well
as Alessandro Florenzi,
Marco Verratti and
Mauro Icardi who are
all injured. PSG trail
leaders Lille by four
points and second-
placed Olympique
Lyonnais by one.

Pune ODIs to be played without spectators

New Delhi, Feb27: The
three-match ODI series
between India and En-
gland in Pune will be
played without specta-
tors due to a spike in
COVID-19 cases in
Mabharashtra, the state
cricket association said

on Saturday. The three
matches are slated to be
played at the MCA Sta-
dium in Gahunje on the
outskirts of the city on
March 23, 26 and 28.
“Keeping the serious-
ness of the current spike
in COVID cases in

Maharashtra, after in-
puts from the Hon’ble
Chief Minister, it was
decided that permission
will be granted for these
matches without specta-
tors,” the Maharashtra
Cricket Association said
in a media release.




