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Covid surge

‘MoBus’ Operator CRUT
Wins ‘Smart Cities India
Awards 2021’

...............22222 ‘Tough to juggle SIT
and Pratigya 2’

33333 66666 77777India gear up for
Surya Namaskar

Bharat Bandh evokes mixed response in Odisha
Bhubaneswar, Mar 26:
Various organisations
such as AITUC,
AIUTUC, BKMU, Left
parties and the Con-
gress extended their
support to the nation-
wide bandh called to
protest the three new
farm laws. The 12-hour
Bharat Bandh called by
the Samyukta Kisan
Morcha, a coalition of
farmers’ unions, evoked
mixed response in
Odisha on Friday.
Though Commercial
establishments and edu-
cational institutions re-
mained closed across
the State, banks and
government offices
functioned with thin at-
tendance. While some
petrol pumps remained
closed, a few others
could be seen continu-
ing with their regular
businesses. Navanirman
Yuva Chatra Sangathan
activists demonstrated
at a petrol pump in
Kalpana Square and
near a liquor off-shop
near Cuttack Road as
they were open. The
protestors also resorted
to rail roko at

Bhubaneswar railway
station and blocked
National Highway 16 in
the city. Various
organisations such as All
India Trade Union Con-
gress (AITUC), All In-
dia United Trade Union
Centre (AIUTUC),
Bharatiya Khet
Mazdoor Union
(BKMU), Left parties
and the Congress ex-
tended their support to
the nationwide bandh
called to protest the
three new farm laws.
The activists took out a
bike rally and the pro-
testors holding banners

walked from one im-
portant intersection to
another which caused
traffic snarls in the city.
They blocked the road
near Station Square and
later various trade union
groups could be seen
holding rallies and
marching till Raj Mahal
Square and other areas
of the Capital. Though
auto-rickshaws contin-
ued to operate, Capital
Region Urban Transport
said many Mo Buses
were running late. "As
vehicular movement is
disrupted in various
places due to the strike,

several Mo Buses are
running late. It may be
stopped anytime if ob-
structed," it added.
Odisha Pradesh Con-
gress Committee Presi-
dent Niranjan Patnaik
said the party is sup-
porting the bandh called
by the farmers' unions.
"The three new farm
laws are anti-farmers and
anti-consumers and it will
seriously affect their in-
terests. The BJP Gov-
ernment intends to ben-
efit the corporate houses
and they are not both-
ered about the farmers,
consumers and the poor

people," he added.
Patnaik also demanded
the procurement of crops
by paying less than the
minimum support price
(MSP) should be made
a punishable offence.
The protestors also
blocked the highways in
other parts of the State.
Congress and
Navanirman Krushak
Sangathan activists
blocked NH-55 in
Dhenkanal while
Paschim Odisha
Krushak Sangathan
Samanwaya Samiti
(POKSSS) blocked
NH-53 near Bareipali.

Must remain united to counter threats like terrorism: PM Modi in Bangladesh

PM Modi met ‘Muktijoddhas’, the 1971 liberation war fighters of Bangladesh, in Dhaka

New Delhi, Mar 26: On
his two-day visit to
Bangladesh, his first for-
eign trip after the out-
break of the coronavirus
pandemic last year,
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Fri-
day emphasised that
both nations must
progress together for
the prosperity of the re-
gion and asserted that
they must remain united
to counter threats like
terrorism. “We must re-
member that we’ve
similar opportunities in
fields of trade and com-
merce, but at the same
time, we’ve similar
threats like terrorism.
The ideas and powers
behind such types of in-
humane acts are still ac-
tive. We must remain
vigilant and united to
counter them,” PM
Modi while addressing
Bangladesh’s 50th In-

dependence anniver-
sary at the National Pa-
rade Square in Dhaka.
PM Modi, who was
wearing a ‘Mujib
Jacket’ as a tribute to
Bangladesh’s Father of
the Nation
‘Bangabandhu’ Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman, at-
tended the event to
mark Bangladesh’s
50th National Day
Programme where he
handed over the Gandhi
Peace Prize 2020 to the
daughters of Rahman.
The Gandhi Peace Prize
2020 was conferred on
Bangabandhu early this
week. “This is one of the
most memorable days
of my life. I am grateful
that Bangladesh has in-
cluded me in this event.
I am grateful that
Bangladesh has invited
India to take part in this
function. It is a matter of
our pride that we got the

opportunity to honour
Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman with Gandhi
Peace Prize,” PM Modi
said. He also heaped
praise on Mujibur
Rahman and the Indian
Army for their role dur-
ing Bangladesh’s 1971
Liberation War. Under
Mujibur Rahman’s
leadership, Modi said,
common people of
Bangladesh across the
social spectrum came
together and became

‘Muktibahini’. He said
Bangladesh’s Liberation
War had support from all
corners of India, from all
parties, every section of
the society. “I salute the
brave soldiers of the In-
dian Army who stood
with the brothers and sis-
ters of Bangladesh in
Muktijuddo. Those who
gave their blood in
Muktijuddo, sacrificed
themselves, and played
a very big role in realising
the dream of indepen-
dent Bangladesh,” he
said. The war broke out
after the sudden crack-
down at midnight past on
March 25, 1971 in the
erstwhile East Pakistan
by the Pakistani troops
and ended on December
16. Subsequently, Paki-
stan conceded defeat
and unconditionally sur-
rendered in Dhaka to the
allied forces comprising
the freedom fighters and
the Indian soldiers. A to-

tal of three million
people, as per official
records, were killed dur-
ing the nine-month-long
war. Recalling the 1971
war of independence,
Modi said the pictures of
atrocities that the Paki-
stan Army inflicted on
the people in then East
Pakistan (now
Bangladesh) used to dis-
tract people in India. “I
must have been 20-22
years old when I and my
colleagues did
Satyagraha for
Bangladesh’s freedom,”
he told the gathering.
“Operation Searchlight
and its violations haven’t
been discussed enough
on global platforms.
During this struggle,
Bangabandhu was the
ray of hope. His resil-
ience and leadership had
decided that no force
would be able to stop the
freedom of Bangladesh,”
he said.

Pradeep Maharathy’s Son Rudra Pratap Fielded
As BJD Candidate For Pipili Bypoll
Bhubaneswar, Mar 26:
Biju Janata Dal president
and Chief Minister Naveen
Patnaik today announced
the name of Rudra Pratap
Maharathy as the party’s
candidate for Pipili bye-
election. Rudra Pratap is
the son of late Pradeep
Maharathy, the former
MLA of Pipili. Pipili by poll
will be held on April 17.
The seat was vacated af-

ter the BJD strongman and
former Odisha Minister
Pradip Maharathy passed
away in October last year.
Pradeep was elected to
the Odisha Assembly from

Pipili on seven occasions. “I
am grateful to the party and
our Chief Minister for giv-
ing me this honoured op-
portunity. I will work to fulfil
the unfulfilled dreams of my
father. I will dedicate my-
self to the development of
Pipili,” Rudra Pratap said,
speaking to media persons,
minutes after his name was
announced as the BJD can-
didate for Pipili.

Govt to dedicate 99 electric feeders
for farmers under Gram Jyoti Yojna
Bhubaneswar, Mar 26:
Odisha government is
all set to dedicate 99
special electric feeders
to its farmers in order to
ensure uninterrupted
power supply for culti-
vation.  Energy Minister
Dibyashankar Mishra
told assembly that
Odisha Power Trans-
mission Corporation
Ltd.(OPTCL) has
taken up construction of
as many as 99 new
feeders under Deen
Dayal Upadhyaya
Gram Jyoti Yojna at a
cost of Rs 141 crore.
The feeders would ex-
tend 1259.44 Circuit
Kilo Metres(CKM) of
power line across 16
districts of the state. Out

of which 83 feeders have
been completed so far,
which caters 879.37
CKM power line so far.
However, the rest 16
power feeders would be
completed by 2021. Sub-
sequently, the distribution
companies like
TPCODL, NESCO,
TPSODL will continue
power distribution in their

assigned zones.  The farm-
ers of Cuttack,
Dhenkanal, Kendrapada,
Khordha, Jagatsinghpur,
Mayurbhanj, Balasore,
Keonjhar, Bhadrak,
Ganjam, Rayagada,
N a b a r a n g p u r ,
Kandhamal, Gajapati,
Sonepur and Bargarh dis-
tricts will be benefited by
this project, said Mishra.

19 Odisha Civil Service Officers Promoted To IAS

Bhubaneswar, Mar 26:
As many as 19 officers
of the Odisha Civil Ser-
vices (OCS) have been
appointed as officers of
the Indian Administrative
Service (IAS) by pro-
motion. This was noti-
fied today by the De-

partment of Personnel &
Training under the Union
Ministry of Personnel,
Public Grievances &
Pensions. The appoin-
tees were appointed
against the vacancies
determined by the Gov-
ernment of India in

consultation with the
State Government for
‘select list of 2019’ on
probation in the Odisha
cadre. The appointees
were given appointments
against vacancies arisen
between 1 January 2019
to 31 December 2019.
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This time, Mamata Didi's game in the West Bengal elections will end - Dharmendra Pradhan

(A.O. Bureau)
Nandigram, Mar 26:
The game of Mamata
Banerjee will end dur-
ing this election, said
Union Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan,
who is looking after
BJP’s election cam-
paign in the crucial
Nandigram constitu-

ency. Prdahn while ad-
dressing a public rally
said that BJP is defi-
nitely going to win
Nandigarm. “There is
a n t i - i n c u m b e n c y
against the atrocities on
poor, women, and
common man of that
area. Voters will give a
befitting reply to the

hooliganism of the rul-
ing TMC. BJP is fight-
ing for rights of the vot-
ers,” said Pradhan. The
Minister further said
that voters of Bengal
have been deprived of
the benefits of Central
schemes. “People of
Bengal have been de-
prived of benefits of

Central schemes for last
10 years for which they
are in need of a change.
Voters will give a befit-
ting reply to the TMC in
this poll,” added
Pradhan. Pradhan along
with Meghnad Pal,
election agent of
Suvendu Adhikari also
submitted a petition to

BDO Nandigram-I to
highlight the gross neg-
ligence and collusion of
the police with the TMC
and for conducting free
and fair elections in the
constituency. The pres-
tige battle between
Mamata and her former
minister Suvendu has
hogged the political
spotlight that is ex-
pected to witness a
close fight with politics
changing its course day-
by-day in Nandigram.
While the contest in
Nandigram was seen to
be tough one with po-
litical speculations
favouring Mamata, it
has changed its course
with time. Mega rallies
and campaigns in sup-
port of Suvendu are
clearly seen after Union
Petroleum Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan
led his poll campaign.

Jungle safari, aviary near Statue of Unity reopen for tourists
Vadodara, Mar 26: A
month after it was
closed as a precaution-
ary measure during the
outbreak of Avian influ-
enza in February, the
Geodesic dome aviary
at the Sardar Patel Zoo-
logical Park and jungle
safari near Statue of
Unity in Kevadia in
Narmada district have
reopened for visitors.
The management of
Statue of Unity, which
has decided to remain
open to tourists on
March 29 — which is
the regular day off for
the tourist spot — will

also keep all 31 attrac-
tions open for Holi. The
aviary, which was
closed in February, is
home to about 1,100
birds. There are two
aviaries constructed as
geodesic domes and is
reportedly one of the
largest in the world.
While the Indian Aviary
is 150-metre long, 50-
metre wide, and 15-
metre high, the exotic
aviary is 125-metre

long, 35-metre wide
and 18-metre high. The
aviary and the safari
park will remain open
for tourists even as zoos
and gardens across ma-
jor cities in the state have
been closed down to
contain the spread of the
novel coronavirus.
Meanwhile, the jungle
safari park also wel-
comed two new mem-
bers, an African hippo-
potamus and a black
panther. On the other
hand, the Narmada dis-
trict collector has re-
newed the notification
under Section 144 of

CrPC which prohibits
assembly of more than
three persons. It has
been in force in the en-
tire district since the
lockdown began in
March last year. Resi-
dent Additional Collec-
tor HK Vyas told, “The
notification is renewed
every month due to on-
going Covid-19 guide-
lines. It applies to the
entire district and also to
Kevadia. The Statue of

Unity, too, is following
Covid-19 guidelines and
maintaining social dis-
tancing which is why it
is not a violation of the
notification even if there
are tourists visiting the
place.” Six employees
of various eateries in the
food court of the Statue
of Unity had tested
positive this week, caus-
ing a concern locally.
The management says
that it is enforcing
Covid-19 protocols
strictly and persons with
tickets to the viewing
gallery of the statue are
only allowed to enter

during the slots they
have booked. Mean-
while, the district admin-
istration has also started
screening vehicles enter-
ing the district via the
Maharashtra border at
Dhanresha village in
Sagbara taluka. People
who are carrying nega-
tive RT-PCR reports,
tests for which have
been done in the last 72
hours, are being al-
lowed to enter.

ISRO revises launch schedule of GISAT-1 after 'minor issue' with satellite
Bengaluru, Mar 26: The
Indian Space Research
Organisation has re-
vised the launch sched-
ule of geo imaging sat-
ellite GISAT-1 onboard
GSLV-F10 rocket fol-
lowing a "minor issue"
with the spacecraft. The
Bengaluru-headquar-
tered space agency was
earlier looking to launch
the satellite on March
28, subject to weather
conditions. "There is a
minor issue with the sat-
ellite", ISRO sources
told PTI. "As of now,

we are planning to
launch it on April 18".
GISAT-1 was originally
planned to be launched
from Sriharikota space-
port, about 100 kms
north of Chennai, on

March five last year but
was postponed a day
before the blast-off due
to technical reasons.
ISRO sources had ear-
lier said the delay in the
launch was due to

COVID-19-induced
lockdown which af-
fected normal work.
According to ISRO,
GISAT-1 will facilitate
near real-time observa-
tion of the Indian sub-

continent, under cloud-
free conditions, at fre-
quent intervals. Weighing
about 2,268kg, GISAT-
1 is the first state-of-the-
art agile earth observa-
tion satellite that will be
placed in a Geosynchro-
nous Transfer Orbit by
GSLV-F10. "Subse-
quently, the satellite will
reach the final geosta-
tionary orbit using its
onboard propulsion sys-
tem", ISRO had said a
few days before the
planned launch in March
last year.

Four killed as police in Bangladesh
clash with protesters during Modi’s visit

Chittagong, Mar 26: In
Chittagong, thousands
of supporters of an Is-
lamist group that ac-
cuses Modi of alienat-
ing minority Muslims in
India streamed out of
mosques after prayers
to register their protest
against his visit, police
official Rafiqul Islam
said. Four people were
killed after police fired
at protesters who they
said attacked a police
station in Chittagong on
Friday during a demon-
stration against a visit to
the country by Indian
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. Doz-
ens were also hurt in the
capital Dhaka where
police used rubber bul-
lets and teargas in
clashes with violent pro-
testers, witnesses said.
In Chittagong, thou-
sands of supporters of
an Islamist group that
accuses Modi of alien-

ating minority Muslims
in India streamed out of
mosques after prayers
to register their protest
against his visit, police
official Rafiqul Islam
said. “We had to fire te-
argas and rubber bullets
to disperse them as they
entered a police station
and carried out exten-
sive vandalism,” he told
Reuters, referring to
protesters. He made no
mention of police using
live rounds. Another
police official,
Mohammad Alauddin,
said a Chittagong hos-
pital had received eight
people with gunshot
wounds, adding,
“Among them, four suc-
cumbed to their inju-
ries.” He identified the
dead as three students
and a tailor. Modi landed
in Dhaka on Friday for
a two-day visit to cel-
ebrate the 50th anniver-
sary of Bangladesh’s in-

dependence. After be-
ing received by Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina,
Modi met opposition
and government leaders.
Hundreds of protesters
then clashed with police
near a large mosque in
Dhaka, witness Jahangir
Alam said. He added that
dozens were hurt when
police fired rubber bullets
and teargas after protest-
ers pelted them with
stones and set ablaze
motorcycles. Social me-
dia network Facebook
and its Messenger app,
which are often used to
organise protests in the
country, appeared to be
down in some parts of
Bangladesh. An official
from Bangladesh Tele-
communication Regula-
tory Commission de-
clined to comment. A
Facebook representative
did not immediately re-
spond to questions from
Reuters.

Riots case: Delhi court questions police on witness statements
New Delhi, Mar 26:
Days after it pulled up
police for arresting the
complainant in a case of
arson and vandalism at
Madina Masjid, which
was targeted by rioters
during the Northeast
Delhi riots, a Delhi court
on Thursday said police
may have recorded
statements of witnesses
after the last date of
hearing. On February 1,
the court had ordered
police to register an FIR
into the attack on the
mosque by armed riot-
ers and carry out a com-
plete investigation. On
March 17, it had di-
rected DCP (North-
east) to file a status re-
port with regard to in-
vestigation carried out
and summoned SHO
(Karawal Nagar) on
March 25 with the case
diaries. It had also ob-
served that police ar-
resting the complainant,
Haji Hashim Ali, was

“an apparent absurdity”.
During Thursday’s
hearing, after the DCP
submitted his status re-
port, Additional Ses-
sions Judge Vinod
Yadav observed, “I
have gone through the
said file as well as case
diaries. I have today
signed all case diaries.
The case diaries have
not been maintained in
terms of Section 172
CrPC. The bound vol-
ume, as mandated by
CrPC, has not been

maintained. The state-
ments of witnesses have
probably been recorded
after 17.03.2021, i.e.
the last date of hearing.”
The court said the
“statements appear to
have been recorded on
computer and are digi-
tal documents, but the
same bear physical sig-
natures of the IO rather
than digital signatures
because of which it is
not possible to ascertain
as to whether the same
were recorded on the

date mentioned against
the signatures of IO.”
Special Public Prosecu-
tor Nitin Rai Sharma
told the court that the
investigation in the case
was progressing and
“appropriate steps shall
be taken against the ac-
cused persons”. The
court then ordered po-
lice to produce the
record of the original
daily diary (DD) entry
of the original mosque
burning complaint,
which police claimed

has been added to an-
other FIR. The court
said it is “prima facie
evident that this DD en-
try was not tagged with
either” of the two FIRs
in which the police said
they added the DD en-
try. On February 25 last
year, rioters broke into
the mosque in Shiv Vihar
after a power cut in the
area and set two LPG
cylinders on fire inside,
causing an explosion. A
saffron flag was later
planted atop this
mosque by a local, who
has been named in the
complaint along with two
other persons. Haji
Hashim Ali had earlier
filed a complaint regard-
ing the arson as well as
loot at his home in Shiv
Vihar. Police clubbed his
complaint with another
man’s complaint, who
reported arson at his
shop, in which no ac-
cused person was
named.

Maharashtra clamps night curfew from Sunday amid Covid surge
Mumbai, Mar 26:
Maharashtra recorded
35,952 coronavirus infec-
tions on Thursday, the
highest one-day rise since
the pandemic began.
Night curfew will be im-
posed in entire
Maharashtra from March
28 in view of the alarming
rise in coronavirus cases,
an official statement said

on Friday. Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray or-
dered night curfew from
Sunday onwards, it said.
Thackeray also warned of
stricter restrictions if the
people did not observe
COVID-19 safety proto-
col, it said. The Chief Min-
ister reviewed the
COVID-19 situation in the
state in a meeting with di-

visional commissioners,
district collectors, super-
intendents of police, and
deans of medical colleges.
"I do not wish to impose
lockdown. But there
seems a possibility of
healthcare facilities falling
short given the rise in the
number of coronavirus
patients," Thackeray was
quoted as saying.
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The second executive meeting of the All Odisha Yoga Association
Bhubaneswar, Mar 29:
The second executive
meeting of the All
Odisha Yoga Associa-
tion has been held at the
Gopbandhu Library
premises. In this regard,
the election of the first
round of elected repre-
sentatives of the Asso-
ciation has come to an
end and the second
round of elections has
been held. Under the
supervision of former
President Shri
Navkishore Mohanty,
Dr. Manoranjan Sahu
has been elected as the

President, Deepti
Ranjan Mohanty has

been elected as the Edi-
tor while Girija

Shatapathi, Nivedita
Sahu, Laxminarayan

Padhi, Sunil Kumar
Devta, Haricharan Das
. Among the advisory
boards in the selection
process were Prof.
Prashant Kumar
Acharya, Dr.
Bhuvanananda Pani,
Shri Gadadhar
Mohapatra, Shri Ajay
Kumar Sahu, who gave
their well-thought-out
views and recruited
more than 500 PG de-
gree yoga teachers in
Odisha. In addition, Mr.
Manoj Kumar Raut
handled all the activities
very well.

"Ama Adhikar" activists arrested in Bharat Bandh
(A.O. Bureau)
Bhubaneswar, Mar 26:
Protesters staged a sit-
in at Naveen Niwas,
Rajmahal Chowk and
AG Chowk today in
support of the Bharat
Bandh called by the
United Kisan Morcha.
Officials from ‘Our
Rights’ marched in a
procession from the
Forest Park office to

the new residence, de-
manding the cancella-
tion of the Black Agri-
culture Policy. Police
there was scuffle, in-
cluding forbidding Po-
lice barrier. Later, the

procession reached
Rajmahal Square and
blocked the road. In
support of our rights
movement, the trade
union "Bitu" also
joined the movement
and marched towards
Ajichak to prevent
workers from thence
through Police road
blocks during the out-
going performed dem-

onstrations street
sleeping. State activists
Amiya Pandav, general
secretary Ganesh Das,
editor Parthasarathy
Jena, Manas Sahu and
Bitu Bikram Nayak

and Dillip Mohanty de-
livered keynote
speeches in support of
the agitating farmers at
the protest rally. He
declared that the agi-
tation would continue
until the anti-farmer
policies were com-
pletely abolished. The
protest was led by
Sanjay Parida, Jagan
Sahu, Subash Kumar

Tarania, Krishna
Shatapathi,  Rahul
Mohapatra and
B i s w a b h u s h a n
Mohapatra. Police on
behalf of protesters
were arrested locale.

Lokayukta orders to inquire into the irregularities
caused in paddy procurement by LAMPS
Bhubaneswar , Mar 26: President, Jay Jawan,
Jay Kishan Krushak Sangha of Nausahi,
Kaptipada in Mayurbhanj  District filed a com-
plaint on 25.02.2021 before Hon'ble
Lokayukta,Odisha that the Managing Director ,
Salachuan LAMPS( Large Area Multipurpose
Societies) , during procurement of paddy from
farmers is illegally deducting 10 Kg of paddy  per
quintal  for his wrongful gain. The complainant
has also alleged that similarly the same practice
is going on in Kaptipada LAMPS and Jamudiha
LAMPS under Kaptipada Block. Considering
the grievance received from the complainant,
Hon'ble Lokayukta ordered the Director of in-
quiry of Lokayukta to conduct a preliminary in-
quiry into the matter under section 20(2) of
Odisha Lokayukta Act-2014 and to submit re-
port within 60 days.

Odisha Lokayukta becomes saviour for many helpless farmers of Kaptipada, Dist-Mayurbhanj
(A.O. Bureau)
Bhubaneswar, Mar 26:
The Lokayukta,Odisha
has become a matter of
discussion for turning it-
self as saviour for many
helpless victims. May it
be a victim of " Cyclone
Fani" or a poor peasant
from a hinterland, it has
opened its door of jus-
tice for everyone and
made himself worthy of
winning peoples' trust
within short time of its
constitution. Acting
upon a complaint
lodged by the Secretary
, "Jay Jawan, Jay
Kishan Farmers Club"
of  Kaptipada, it has
strongly recommended
to grant adequate com-
pensation to 736 num-
bers of farmers of
Kaptipada Tahasil of
Mayurbhanj District.
Who have sustained the
loss in crops due to
'Chakada Insect' attack.
As per the complaint, the
paddy crop of
Kaptipada Tahasil was
severely damaged by
'Chakada insects' during
the year 2017-18.
Tahasildar, Kaptipada

had drawn the attention
of the Sub-
Collector,Udala and
Collector,Mayurbhanj to
provide financial assis-
tance to the affected
farmers. Despite know-
ing the plight of the peas-
ants the District Admin-
istration remained indif-
ferent to this issue.
Shocked by the indiffer-
ence of the District ad-
ministration towards the
plight of the peasant, the
Lokayukta have inci-
sively intervened in the
matter and basing on the
report of the Tahasildar,
a response was called
upon from the Collector,
Mayurbhanj as to what
steps have been taken by
him to compensate the
farmers   in terms of the
report of the Tahasildar,

Kaptipada. The
Lokayukta also drew the
attention of the Special
Relief Commissioner and
Additional Chief Secre-
tary to Government of
Odisha in Revenue and
Disaster Management
Department to do the
needful in the matter.
Accordingly, an amount
of Rs.19,10,476/(Ru-
pees nineteen lakhs ten
thousand four hundred
seventy Six) has been
promptly released for
disbursement of Agricul-
tural input subsidy
among the affected farm-
ers of Kaptipada Tahasil.
The Lokayukta while
imparting a direction to
the Collector,
Mayurbhanj for ensuring
early disbursement of the
aforesaid amount to

farmers  has recorded
displeasure by express-
ing concern that timely
action by the concerned
authorities of
Mayurbhanj District
would have averted the
loss and agony of the
farmers. The Collector,
Mayurbhanj has been
asked to report compli-
ance by the next date of
hearing and the copy of

the order of Lokayukta
has also been sent to the
Chief Secretary, Odisha
for taking appropriate
action in the matter to
minimise unnecessary
sufferings of farmers in
future. These are the in-
stances that people after
being disappointed with
all quarters, are receiv-
ing justice from the
Lokayukta.

Guru Krishna Mohan Mohanty Tearful Eleventh ceremony

(A.O. Bureau)
Puri, Mar 26: On the
occasion of Krushna
Mohan,s Eleven day
Ceremony was
organised at Swastik
Mandap in this program

The Puri MLA Jayanta
ku Sadangi gave the
consolation speech re-
membering the Great-
ness of Mr Krushna
Mohan,s Great work in
Printing unit  in his Me-

moriam A Book Named
SMRUTI RE
MUDRAKAR GURU
KRUSHNA MOHAN
was inaugurate by the
Guest in this occasion Ex
minister Prasad Hari
chandan ,Kalish ch
Tikayaray ,Sankar Parida
, were the Guest amoung
others  Budha deva
Mohapatra , Rama Sahu
,Badri Mishra ,Pratima
Mishra Nimaie Mohanty
,extetc  recalled the work,s
of Krishna Mohan his son
Damodar Mohanty and
family were Present.

Block Level Child Protection Committee Meeting

(A.O. Bureau)
Khordha, Mar 26: In
association with District
Child Protection Unit
(DCPU )Khordha, the
Block level Child Pro-
tection Committee
meeting was held on the
Conference Hall of
Panchayat Samiti Jatni.
Block Development

Officer (BDO)Saroj
Kumar Rout Preside
over the meeting and
discussed to stop  child
marriage, safeguards the
rights of children and
take appropriate mea-
sures to prevent the is-
sues of chid rights vio-
lations, promoting
behaviour change

among parents and
community in the best
interests of child to raise
awareness in the com-
munity about govern-
ment Programme,
schemes for children
and identify vulnerable
children of the commu-
nity, prepare child pro-
tection plans covering

each child and sharing it
with competent author-
ity. District Child Pro-
tection Officer (DCPO)
K h o r d h a ,
Mrs.Banishree Pattnaik,
discussed about the
duty and responsibilities
of Block level Child
Protection Committee,
Prohibition of child mar-

riage act and the work
of task force committee.
The other guest were
CDPO, Jatni, Bandana
Kumari Devi, Child
Welfare Committee
( C W C ) M e m b e r s
Mrs.Kanta Mohanty
and Manasi Padhi, all
the Supervisors of ICDS
were participated in this
programme. In this oc-
casions mobile CWC
Camp was held at Jatni
and 8 number of orphan
children were produced
before the CWC. The
entire programme was
assist by social worker
Khordha DCPU, unit
Ranjan Kumar
Gochhayat, Ritanjali
Mohanty and coordina-
tor Bhairabi club
Sandhya Rani Mohanty.

‘MoBus’ Operator CRUT Wins ‘Smart Cities India Awards 2021’
(A.O. Bureau)
Bhubaneswar, Mar 26:
Adding another feather
to its cap, the Capital
Region Urban Trans-
port (CRUT), the
Odisha government’s
special purpose vehicle
that runs ‘MoBus’ ser-
vice, won the 6th Smart
Cities India Awards
2021 in the ‘Smart
SPV/Municipal Corpo-
ration’ category. On
behalf of CRUT, Dipti
Mahapatro, General
Manager, received the
award at Pragati
Maidan in Delhi at the
event organised by the
India Trade Promotion
Organisation (ITPO),
the nodal agency of the
Government of India
under aegis of the Min-
istry of Commerce and

Industry and Exhibitions
India Group. The
award recognizes
projects from the des-
ignated special purpose
vehicle (selected under
Smart City Mission,
Govt. of India) that are
promoting sustainable
development in urban
areas in India. The or-
ganizers recognised
CRUT’s vision to pro-
vide excellence in pub-
lic transit service and
strive for continuous im-
provement of the Capi-
tal Region’s public
transport system. The
jury recognised and ap-
preciated the way
CRUT has bounced
back post COVID and
reached daily average
ridership of 1 lakh. “We
are honoured to receive

one more national
award. Within two years
of its operation, MoBus
has emerged as lifeline
of citizens in the Capital
Region of Odisha. I
thank our commuters
for their continuous trust
in us. This will motivate
us to provide better ser-
vices to the citizens,” said
Arun Bothra, Managing
Director, CRUT. Earlier,
CRUT won the Urban
Mobility India award or-
ganized by Ministry of
Housing and Urban Af-
fairs (MoHUA) twice in
a row. In 2020 for covid
management, the theme
was ‘Innovations under-
taken in Urban Transport
during Covid-19’ and in
2019, CRUT was ad-
judged Best City Bus
Service Project.

Odisha Aims To Vaccinate Two Lakh People Daily
(A.O. Bureau)
Bhubaneswar, Mar 26:
Requesting the Ministry of
Health and Family Wel-
fare to supply adequate
quantity of Covid vaccine
for 15 days in advance to
Odisha, the State govern-
ment stated it has targeted
to vaccinate at least two

lakh people daily. From
April 1, 2021, people
aged between 45 and 59
years will be vaccinated.
In a letter to the Secretary
of Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare, Addi-
tional Chief Secretary of
Health and Family Wel-
fare Department PK

Mohapatra today stated
the government is planning
to accelerate the vaccina-
tion drive so that at least
two lakh persons get vac-
cine daily before hot
weather prevails in the
State. Citing insufficient
and erratic vaccine supply
to the State, Mohapatra

said the government was
unable to plan vaccination
session for 15 days in ad-
vance. He further stated
some states are achiev-
ing up to three lakh vac-
cinations daily due to ad-
equate vaccine supply.
The letter mentioned
there should not be any

discrimination between
States in supply of vac-
cines. Mohapatra in-
formed Odisha has al-
ready administered more
than 20 lakh doses of
vaccine to health care
workers, front line work-
ers and age appropriate
group citizens.
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EDITORIAL
Stop playacting
Uddhav shouldn’t allow the Maharashtra Home Min

ister to sell a dummy to the people. Politicians nowa-
days seem to have scant regard for probity, accountabil-
ity and integrity in public life; what matters to them is power
and position. The recent turn of events in Mumbai reflects
that those wielding power think that they can get away
with anything. NCP chief Sharad Pawar’s blue-eyed boy
and Maharashtra Home Minister Anil Deshmukh, against
whom serious charges of corruption have been levelled
by Mumbai Police’s former Commissioner Param Bir
Singh, said he would welcome a probe against himself if
Chief Minister Uddhav Thackeray orders any. The CM
has so far not acted against his tainted Cabinet colleague
while Pawar has predictably defended his pick. The Home
Minister’s statement came a day after the Supreme Court
(SC) termed the matter “quite serious” and asked Singh
to approach the Bombay High Court (HC) with his plea
seeking a CBI probe against Deshmukh. Deshmukh
seems to be aware that in case Uddhav orders a probe
against him, the HC will take note of this fact before de-
ciding on Singh’s plea. It may or may not have a bearing
on the High Court’s decision but Deshmukh is apparently
trying to ensure that the case is not handed over to a cen-
tral agency. A CBI inquiry means trouble not only for the
Home Minister but for the entire Government. On the other
hand, even if Uddhav orders a probe, any inquiry against
Deshmukh by the State agency, while he continues to
occupy his office, hardly makes any sense. It would be
merely an eyewash as the subordinate officials will leave
no stone unturned to ensure that their boss comes clean
of all charges. Ideally, any officer or Minister who faces
an inquiry is suspended or asked to proceed on leave
until the probe concludes. It is done to ensure that the
probe remains unbiased and the suspect in question does
not influence the investigation in any manner. Had he been
serious about the corruption charges against him,
Deshmukh should have tendered his resignation on moral
grounds before asking the Chief Minister to launch a probe.
Now, it is up to Uddhav to take a call on the prickly issue.
However, he is expected to ask Deshmukh to tender his
resignation before ordering any probe against the Home
Minister. However, in case he decides to go soft on
Pawar’s favourite man, Uddhav can reshuffle his portfo-
lio or make him a Minister without charge. But seeing the
state of affairs in Maharashtra, where Pawar is calling the
shots while the Chief Minister sits with his hands tied be-
hind his back, it is most likely that Deshmukh will continue
as the Home Minister irrespective of whether a probe is
initiated against him. On the other hand, Deputy CM Ajit
Pawar has claimed that the Opposition wanted the Maha
Vikas Aghadi Government to fall from day one but the
Government enjoys full majority. While the spate of alle-
gations and counter-allegations between the Government
and the Opposition flies thick and fast, it would be inter-
esting to see what happens next in Maharashtra.

The conversion factor: How real is the threat?
The mistreatment of nuns on a
train in Jhansi for alleged attempts
at conversion is proof of the high-
handedness of the Right-wingers.
The heckling of two nuns in
Jhansi is making news and brings
to the fore the conversion debate
at a time when five Assembly
elections are round the corner. In
the incident, two nuns travelling
on a train were mobbed allegedly
by a group of Akhil Bharatiya
Vidyarthi Parishad activists. They
felt that the nuns were in some
way involved in conversions,
though there was nothing at the
spot to suggest this. Still, their
journey came to an abrupt end.
Mercifully, they were not hacked
which was not a distant possibil-
ity. It happened in Uttar Pradesh
(UP),  which has been at the fore-
front of ‘love jihad’ and other
minority-related issues. To date,
there is no law in UP against con-
version though a controversial
Bill is on the anvil. The Act will
debar religious conversions by
inducement, though conversion
by free will would be allowed.
That is when it comes into effect.
Eight States have already passed
a similar Act. Article 25 of the
Constitution guarantees the free-
dom to profess, practice and
propagate religion to all citizens.
For argument’s sake even if the
law was enforced and the nuns
were involved in conversion, it
does not become the Right-
wingers’ prerogative to enforce
it. The self-assigned custodians
of Hinduism who try to enforce
the law are by its very definition
outlaws. It is the job of the po-
lice, not citizens, to bring the cul-
prits to book. Conversion is an
old debate and Christian mission-
aries have been under the scan-
ner for it. Muslims, for that mat-
ter, are spared from this debate
(love jihad is a different issue).

Other mass conversions that take
place are from Hindus to the Bud-
dhist fold. Since Babasaheb
Ambedkar converted to Buddhism
along with several of his Dalit fol-
lowers, the trend has continued.
Most conversions that take place
from the majority community to
minority are frowned upon while
the ones from minority to majority
are welcomed as homecoming.
Double standards there! Right
now, over 1,000 applications are
pending in Gujarat for conver-
sions. Most of them are from Hin-
dus who would like to embrace
Buddhism. The Right wing should
view such conversions as a rea-
son to introspect rather than blam-
ing the other religionists for woo-
ing their flock. Almost all Hindus
who have applied for conversion
to Buddhism are Dalits. These
champions of Hinduism must raise
their voice when atrocities are
committed on Dalits. From the
suicide of Rohit Vemula to the
flogging of Dalit workers, hardly
ever has a Hindu outfit stepped
forth to protest such incidents. If
you don’t treat your co-religion-

Calculated to backfire: Maths and physics can’t be optional for engineering entrance
The AICTE decision reflects mis-
placed concept of flexibility and
deals a heavy blow to the engineer-
ing education system. The Approval
Process Handbook released by the
All India Council for Technical Edu-
cation for the forthcoming year
wherein it announced that physics
and mathematics will no longer be
compulsory subjects in classes X
and XII for entry to engineering and
other technical education
programmes was a bombshell for
academics and scientists all over the
country and outside. National Edu-
cation Policy 2020 states that the
highest priority must be given to
mathematics at the pre-primary level
and in some ways speaks of mak-
ing mathematics mandatory at that
level to achieve foundational literacy
and numeracy skills. Mathematics
develops our reasoning capability,
helps us to cultivate analytical think-
ing, quickens our mind, and can be
applied in day-to-day life. But what
has actually happened is the reverse.
The provision of multiple choices of
courses in the NEP has been per-
versely interpreted to mean and in-
clude core subjects like physics,
mathematics, chemistry and other
sciences, whereas it was only to be
within electives — a complete mis-
placed concept of flexibility. A sec-
tion of students may benefit from this
but for the country as a whole it
could prove to be the proverbial
trojan horse. Mathematics is one of
the most distinguished disciplines
which has a “continuum” of appli-
cations, from “zero to infinite”. At
times, it “differentiates” between
“chaos” and “stability” and some-
times it “integrates” different disci-
plines of knowledge. From basics
to advanced concepts, mathemat-

ists well, such applications are
bound to increase. As far as
Christian missionaries are con-
cerned, there is no denying that
they are entrusted with the task
of converting people and that is
how Christianity spread across the
globe. For that matter, that is how
Buddhism spread when Emperor
Ashoka sent his emissaries to
spread the teachings of Buddha
to various places. No harm in that.
The charge often levelled against
Christian missionaries is that they
do so by bribing and inducement.
Allegedly, huge sums of money are
spent by Christian organisations
for converting the tribal and
Scheduled Caste Hindus. That
Odisha is the State where such
practice takes place is a myth that
needs to be busted. Since Inde-
pendence,  the Christ ian
population’s in the country has
declined in absolute as well as
relative terms. The census data
shows that it declined to 2.30 per
cent in 2011 from 2.33 per cent
in 2001. The Christian population
growth is lower than the Hindu
growth rate. So either the money

the Christian missionaries are get-
ting is going down the drain or the
missionaries are not able to deliver.
Christian organisations must pon-
der over the return on investments
as the Christian population in the
tribal region of Odisha has re-
mained static. This writer had
filmed a documentary in
Manoharpur in Odisha where mis-
sionary Graham Staines was burnt
alive with his two sons, Philip (10)
and Timothy (7), on the night of
January 22, 1999, for allegedly
converting tribal Hindus. The spur
to do the documentary was a small
story in a newspaper. Gladys
Staines, the widow of Graham,
had said that she had forgiven Dara
Singh, the murderer of her sons
and husband. It takes real convic-
tion and guts to even pretend, let
alone forgive by heart. The lady
surely deserved to be portrayed
in the right manner but she chose
otherwise. The place was so
backward that it had no electric-
ity, market or a pucca house. Pri-
mary health services, banks, po-
lice stations were a far cry. She
still worked there and ran a hos-
pital and provided many basic ne-
cessities to the people. You don’t
need a million dollars to convert
people there; just a loaf of bread
and a dressing on a wound would
do. Can the Right-wing groups
please do something about their
plight so that no one would ever
think of converting? Service to
mankind is a basic Christian tenet.
In any case, the Christianisation of
India is a lost cause. It could not hap-
pen during the British rule, so now
the chances are even less. There are
practical reasons: By converting, the
SCs lose the tag and thereby many
Government benefits. Also, they can-
not move up the social ladder in the
religious hierarchy. Raising the bo-
gey against conversions is easy but
far removed from reality.

ics finds use in all. If engineering is
the body, mathematics and physics
are its “atma”. There cannot be en-
gineering without physics, chemistry
and mathematics. No amount of
“bridge” programmes that the Hand-
book talks about can fill the gap, if
the student does not have sufficient
mathematics or sciences back-
ground. Ancient India made several
important contributions through
scholars like Aryabhata,
Brahmagupta, Bhaskaracharya and
Varahamihira. The decimal number
system and the concept of zero was
a gift to the world by Indian math-
ematicians. Trigonometry and mod-
ern definitions of sine and cosine were
advanced in India. Mathematical
marvels like the “Jantar Mantar” lo-
cated in Jaipur, Ujjain, Mathura and
Varanasi and the Konark temple are
our heritage. The intermix of as-
tronomy and mathematics in these is
amazing. Could the engineers of those
times have constructed them if they
did not learn mathematics? Through-
out the ages, emphasis on mathemat-
ics and sciences has been enormous
in our society. Why do we want to
junk this rare legacy and clear ad-
vantage? Mathematics is indeed the
mother of all science. In electrical en-
gineering, circuit equations cannot be
solved without the differential equa-
tions. Electromagnetic theory cannot
be understood without calculus, triple
integrals and integration over closed
surfaces. Linear algebra is the heart
of learning circuit theory and signal
processing. In electronics engineer-
ing, one needs to understand the vari-
ous mathematical concepts based on
differential, integral calculus and com-

Gyaneshwar Dayal

plex numbers. In order to use the
right material for a project, civil en-
gineers measure the strength of the
materials and apply chemical equa-
tions to judge strength. Engineering
thermodynamics and heat transfer
involve concepts of heat waves and
gradients as explained by the
Laplacian operator. Divergence,
geometrical concepts are needed for
analysing shape factors. Logarithm
of heat is used to determine the tem-
perature driving force for heat trans-
fer in flow systems like heat exchang-
ers. Can forces and velocities be ever
calculated without mathematics?
Mechanical engineering uses geom-
etry and algebra for CAD/CAM and
rapid prototyping. If programmers
are working on high-end technolo-
gies such as machine learning, artifi-
cial intelligence or blockchain tech-
nologies, they should have a strong
foundation in mathematics and sub-
jects such as statistics, calculus and
probability besides computer sci-
ence fundamentals. What impact
would this decision have on the qual-
ity of engineering education in gen-
eral and on the JEE exam in par-
ticular? Students may stop studying
maths and physics in schools since
they will be assured an engineering
education anyway. The importance
of subjects themselves would plum-
met, for if the students of engineer-
ing do not study them who else
would in future. It will reduce the
pool of future scientists and engi-
neers in the country, thereby ad-
versely affecting research
organisations like the DRDO, ISRO,
BARC, TIFR. Internationally, the
credibility of Indian scientists and

engineers will take a serious beat-
ing. Fortunately, the writ of the
AICTE does not run in the institu-
tions of national importance like IITs,
NITs and IISERs as they are cre-
ated under separate “acts” of Par-
liament. Their respective councils
must be on an overdrive to find ways
and means to cushion themselves
from the fallout of this disastrous de-
cision, especially the IITs, which will
never allow the JEE’s brand equity
to be diluted in this fashion. The rea-
son behind making these subjects
optional is not far to seek and seems
to be more about commerce than
education. Due to the shrinking of
the economy, jobs have become
few and far between, with the result
that the number of seats in engineer-
ing colleges that are not getting filled
in the last five years has been almost
40 per cent. During the academic
year 2020-21 nearly 180 profes-
sional colleges, including engineer-
ing institutes, were shut down, prob-
ably the highest number of closures
of technical institutions in the last
nine years. Considering the cost of
setting up a typical engineering col-
lege at Rs 50 crore without the cost
of land, the total amount of invest-
ment by these “edupreneurs” put to-
gether is a staggering amount and
commensurate to that is their clout.
An expanded base of intake will
surely benefit them as also those
aspiring to become doctors but
could not, and who can now have a
shot at engineering as well. Whereas
this may ensure that the tills of the
low-end engineering colleges are
kept ringing, it is a sure way of toss-
ing the nation’s age-old advantage
in a robust scientific and engineer-
ing education system out of the win-
dow for ever.

 Indians first
India is a country with major aspirations. It wants to be

a regional superpower so that it can keep an increas-
ingly belligerent and expansionist China in check for amity
in its immediate neighbourhood. The country, under Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, dreams of becoming a $5 tril-
lion economy by 2025. How is it then that a nation that
positions itself as a “vishwa guru” and believes in the con-
cept of “Vasudhaiva kutumbakam (the world is one fam-
ily)” and ahimsa, is increasingly becoming intolerant in its
own backyard? Whether it be cow vigilantes beating a
young man to pulp with a hammer even as the police stand
by mutely in Gurugram or the lynching of dairy farmer
Pehlu Khan in Alwar, or the recent harassment of two
nuns and their trainees travelling on a train from Delhi to
Rourkela in Odisha. The four women were forced to
deboard in Uttar Pradesh’s Jhansi after an Akhil Bharatiya
Vidyarthi Parishad worker accused them of forced con-
versions. The women were bullied, abused and harassed
by a crowd before being taken away by the railway po-
lice. However, the police found the conversion claim wrong
as the two postulates were carrying their baptism cards
issued in 2003. With elections in Kerala round the corner,
the issue has led to a political slugfest in the State and the
BJP, which has been trying to woo the Christians there,
suddenly found itself on the back foot. Campaigning in
Kerala, Home Minister Amit Shah was at pains to assure
the people of action. But what if it had not been the elec-
tion season? Would our netas have jumped to the de-
fence of the minority community then? The Constitution
allows everyone in the country to believe or not to believe
in any religion and the Jhansi incident is an encroachment
on the freedom and fundamental rights of these citizens. It
is a sad reflection on our country that more and more
States are coming out with repressive laws that target the
freedom of preaching and practising select religions.
Should we as a country not be more focused on bringing
about an end to hunger, poverty, casteism and discrimina-
tion than fighting each other over something as personal
as religion? We would be better desh bhakts if we fo-
cused on peace, equality, prosperity and brotherhood
among all Indians. We must remember that we are all In-
dians first.

S S Mantha , Ashok Thakur
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Blood donation camp of BJD Youth Janata Dal on the occasion of the 105th Biju Jayanti

Rengali, Mar 26:
Sambalpur District
Rengali Block BJD Yuva
Janata Dal organized a
blood donation camp on
the occasion of the 105th
Biju Jayanti. A total of
106 units of blood were

collected at the blood
donation camp at Tileimal
Oram Pada in Rengali
block on Friday. On Fri-
day, former Sambalpur
mayor Anand Jena inau-
gurated the camp by cut-
ting wreaths and lighting

lamps in a photo of Ma
Samaleswari. Many
young people were en-
couraged to donate
blood at the blood do-
nation camp, which was
organized for the pur-
pose of donating blood.

Dr. Deepak Das
Mohapatra, Ravi
Narayan Raut, Mantu
Pradhan, Lalu Biswas,
Umkant Vhoi, Janak
Behera, Painu Vhoi of
Burla Bhimsar Blood
Bank collected major

blood. BJD Joint Secre-
tary Sanjit Mohanty,
BJD Youth President
Laxmi Prasad
Mohapatra, BJD Youth
State Secretary Manoj
Mohapatra, BJD Zone
President Milan Hota,
BJD Rengali Block
President Ashok Kumar
Guru, BJD Rengali
Block Youth President
Dayanidhi Vaisal, Deben
Pati, Motilala
Tanti“Narayan Sharma,
Pradeep Sahu, Shesh Dev
Pradhan, Satya Narayan
Agrawal, Hemant Panda,
Saroj Pradhan, Hemant
Das, Roshan Pradhan,
Sanjay Oram,
Bichitrananda Panigrahi,
Niroj Oram and many
others were present.

COVID-19: Create Awareness by Artist via
"Stage on Wheels" in Rayagada District
(A.O. Bureau)
Rayagada, Mar 26:
Rayagada District Col-
lector Shri Saroj
Kumar Mishra inaugu-
rated the stage pro-
gram on wheels today
dated Friday, March
26th, 2021. In this pro-
gram, the local artists
will be performing the
dance acts to create
awareness to spread
messages on covid pan-
demic across various
villages under Rayagada
and Kolnara Block. This
program is sponsored
by the State
Government's Informa-
tion and Public Relations
Department, Odisha
Language, Literature &
Culture Department,
Child Fund and
UNICEF. According to
the Rayagada district
administration, this pro-
gram will cover the two
blocks Rayagada and

Kolnara in the first
phase of the week. The
public will be especially
emphasized to use hand
sanitizers regularly, wear
masks and maintain so-
cial distance. The
awareness chariot was
inaugurated by District
Collector Shri Saroj
Kumar Mishra in the
presence of District In-

formation and Public
Relations Officer Shri
Basant Pradhan, District
Small Savings Officer
Shri Dhruba Charan
Nayak, Public Relations
Department Librarian
Shri Dambarudhar
Panda, Senior Assistant
Shri Ramchandra Patra
and Child Fund India
Shri Shaktijit Patnaik.

A new ATM has been inaugurated at Kalimela

(A.O. Bureau)
MalKangiri, Mar 26:
An ATM counter of the
State Bank of India has
been inaugurated today
in the sub-divisional
headquarters of the
Kalimela block of
Malkangiri district. It
was inaugurated by
Narasimha Prasad, a

lead bank manager,
who cut the ribbon.
BDO Umashshankar
Dalai , Tahsildar Alok
Anugulia, Block Chair-
man Mala Majhi,
among others.
Kalimela branch man-
ager Kankan Biswas
was the chief guest.
This is the third ATM

counter on behalf of
SBI in view of the con-
venience of the people
in this sub-block like
Kalimela.  Thousands
of customers could
benefit from the ATM,
which has no ATM
counters in front of the
block office, the bank
manager said.

Divisional Rail Users' Consultative Committee  Meeting  Held  In Sambalpur Division
(A.O. Bureau)
Sambalpur, Mar 26:
48th Divisional Rail
Users' Consultative
Committee (
DRUCC) Meeting
held in DRM’s confer-
ence room on 24th
March -2021. The
meeting was presided
by Shri  Pradeep
Kumar, Divisional
Railway Manager,
Sambalpur.   Shri
Kumar  in his opening
speech  welcomed
the members and
stated the suggestion
given by DRUCC
Members  is given ut-
most  priority by the
division. Shri Kumar
further  stated  that
Sambalpur  Division
has loaded 11.32 mil-
lion tons as against
10.42 million tons of
corresponding period
of last year with an in-
crease of 0.90 crores,
i.e., 8.63%.   An ISO
14001 : 2015 Envi-
ronment Management
System certificates for
Sambalpur, Balangir,
Kesinga, Titlagarh sta-
t ions has been

achieved for providing
passenger amenities
and allied services in
clean and green envi-
ronment throughout
the premises of these
stations. 81 Kms. of
Doubling has been
commissioned  and 06
Nos.  of Limited
Height Subways
launched over  this
Division. Installation
of an Automated
Ticket Checking &
Managing Access Sys-
tem (ATMA) at
Sambalpur station
which is a first of its
kind init iat ive by

Sambalpur Division of
East Coast Railway
towards contact less
ticket checking and
thermal temperature
scanning. Water bottle
crushing machines
have been commis-
sioned at Sambalpur,
Balangir, Titlagarh and
Kesinga stations. Au-
tomatic Composting
plant has been com-
missioned at
Sambalpur station. Toi-
lets, Ramps & Non
Slippery Pathways
have been  provided at
all major Stations over
Sambalpur Division for

the use of Divyang pas-
sengers. In  the meet-
ing the DRUCC mem-
bers  Shri Arun Kumar
Mukherjee, Shri
Pradeep Kumar Debta,
Shri Kishore Hansdah,
Shri Saroj Kumar
Parida, Shri
B i k r a m a n a n d a
Bohidar,  Shri
Satyanarayan Gupta,
Shri Rashmi Ranjan
Mahapatra, Smt.
Triveni Dahre, Shri
C h a n d r a p r a k a s h
Pandey, Shri Biswajit
Dash, Shri
Achyutanand Sunani,
Shri Somnath

Agrawal,Shri Lipsit
Mishra, Shri Govind
Agrawal & Shri Rajesh
Agrawal were present
and gave valuable opin-
ion with regard to dif-
ferent problems and
development work of
S a m b a l p u r
Division.Vote of thanks
was given by Shri
L . V. S . S . P a t r u d u ,
Addl. Divisional Rail-
way Manager,
Sambalpur . Shri S.S
Nayak Sr.Divisional
Commercial Manager,
Sambalpur and  con-
vener of  DRUCC co-
ordinated the Meeting.

The Malkangiri DH Hospital received the first Kayakalpa award for quality in Odisha

2 Maoists surrender to police

(A.O. Bureau)
Malkangiri, Mar 26:
Two Maoists have sur-
rendered in front of SP
Abhishek Pallab of
Dantewada district,
Chhattisgarh, border-
ing Malkangiri district.

The surrendered
Maoists are Kamlu, a
militia commander
with a prize of Rs 1
lakh, and Sannu
Oyami, a member of
the militia, had been
active in the

(A.O. Bureau)
Malkangiri, Mar
26:Malkangiri Dist
Head Quarter Hospital
has taken the lead in
successfully implement-
ing the rejuvenation
scheme across the state
for its quality improve-
ment.  Today, the
Malkangiri main
hospital's first phase of
the rejuvenation
scheme has sparked a
wave of happiness in
Malkangiri district.
While the tribal-domi-
nated Malkangiri dis-
trict is lagging behind in
healthcare, the
Malkangiri main hospi-

tal has now been able
to provide the best pos-
sible health care
through the efforts of
the state government.
Chief Minister Naveen
Patnaik inaugurated the
newly constructed
four-storey main hospi-

tal in July 2017, spark-
ing outrage among the
people of the district.
Not only the district but
also the neighboring
states of Chhattisgarh
and Andhra Pradesh
are coming here for
treatment after the con-

struction of this newly
constructed state-of-
the-art hospital in the
district.  Not only that,
the design of the main
hospital is so elegant
that it looks like a five-
star hotel from the out-
side.  A few days ago, a

state-level rejuvenation
team visited Malkangiri
district and visited vari-
ous hospitals in the dis-
trict.  However, during
the visit, they visited the
Malkangiri main hospi-
tal and expressed their
gratitude for its beauty,
decor and patient care.
However, the state-level
rejuvenation team con-
ducted the survey
across the state, while
today, according to the
survey report, the
Malkangiri main hospi-
tal is ranked first in the
state for the proper
implementation of the
rejuvenation scheme.

Bhairamgarh area
committee for a long
time.  Police said 326
Maoists had
surrendered.and  gov-
ernment gave an
amount of Rs 10000 to
each  for encourage

Woman arrested for killing husband’s second wife
(A.O. Bureau)
Patana, Mar 26: A woman was
arrested for allegedly killing her
husband’s second wife in Jyotipur
village under Baria police limits
in Keonjhar district today. Ac-
cording to the police, the ac-
cused Puja Nayak is the first wife
of Sonu Nayak, a resident of the
same village. Irate over Sonu’s
second marriage Puja choked

Sabita to death while she was
asleep with the help of a blanket
last Saturday. Further she fled
away from the spot after execut-
ing the crime. The locals found the
dead body next morning and in-
formed the police subsequently.
On being informed, the police
launched an investigation, ar-
rested the accused and court for-
warded her.

Truck mows down minor boy in Keonjhar
(A.O. Bureau)
Anandpur, Mar 26: A
minor boy was mowed
down by a truck while he
was going to tuition near
Nuagaon Chhak on Na-
tional Highway 20 under
Ramachandrapur police
limits in Keonjhar district
today. According to the

locals, the minor was
crossing the road to at-
tend tuition classes when
an over speeding truck
ran over him near
Nuangaon Chakk. Sub-
sequently, he succumbed
to his injuries at the spot.
However, the driver of
the truck tried to flee

away from the spot but
the passerby managed to
nab the driver and
handed him over to the
police. Irate over the in-
cident, the locals of the
village staged demon-
stration by keeping the
body on the road de-
manding compensation.
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‘Tough to juggle SIT and Pratigya 2’
New Delhi, Mar 26:
POOJA GOR, who
plays Pratigya Krishna
Singh in Star Bharat’s
Mann Kee Awaaz
Pratigya 2, tells
MUSBA HASHMI
about her excitement
about this season and
how the prequel had
taken a toll on her eat-
ing habits
How does it feel to be
back on TV with Mann
Kee Awaaz Pratigya 2
after about six years?
It feels great. I am a
workaholic and shoot-
ing every day is some-
thing I love. Not that, I
wasn’t shooting for the
last six years. I was, but
it was more relaxed. I
used to shoot for 20
days with a few holi-
days, I loved that, but
I laid back. And as
soon as I started
shooting for
Pratigya 2, I
realised how
much I love be-
ing grinded up. I
am excited for
the Season 2 of
the show that
has made me
what I am.
Do you have
more pres-
sure for this
season or
are you rela-
tively re-
laxed since
the character
is already well-
established?
No, there is no pres-
sure. In fact, as you
mentioned, I feel com-
fortable and relaxed be-
cause the character is
already established. It is
a character that I don’t
have to create. As an
actor, when you start a
new show you have to
sit and spend time with
the character in order to
get into its skin. I didn’t
have to do this. When I
gave my first shot, the
character was inside me.
It didn’t feel I was doing
it nine years later.
Some memories that you
can share from the sets
of Pratigya 1?
There are tons of them.
In fact, every single day,
not just me and but the
whole cast and crew of
the show gets reminded
of something from the
previous season. It is a
great nostalgic feeling to
look back and make
more today. I can’t
choose one memory be-
cause it will be unfair
since we have spent three

and a half years with the
show.
A lesson that you took
back home from the sets.
When I started the show,
12 years back and till it
ended, our shooting
schedule was  erratic.
We were shooting
day in and out till
the last episode
got over. It was
aired on Octo-
ber 27, 2012
at 10:30 pm
and we
packed up
for that epi-
sode at
7:30 am
on the
s a m e
d a y .

And
be-
cause
o f
which
m y
sleep
h a d
gone
for
a

toss and I could do very
little about it since it was
the demand of the show.
Even my eating habits
were horrible. I would
eat a lot of junk or eat at

w r o n g
times

o r

don’t eat at all. I was
about 18 back then, I
didn’t realise but it took
a toll on my health. That
was the lesson that I had
learnt that your eating
habits have to be right. I
will make sure that I
don’t repeat it on this or
any other show. Apart
from this, there are a lot
of lessons that I have
learnt over the years
about how I would ap-
proach a scene. I am
learning on the job.
You are also a part of
SIT’s web series. How
hard will it be to juggle
between working on
TV and also a digital
platform?

It will be a little
hard because I

have to man-
age time
for both of
them. But

o n c e
t h e
show
is set
u p
and
we

have
a bank
of tele-
casts for
Pratigya
2, the
p r o -
duction
is going
to help
m e
manage
my time.
T h e y
w i l l
s p a r e
me for
SIT too
b e -
cause it
is also
e x -
tremely
c lo se
to my
heart.
It is a
d i f -
ferent
world
and I
e n -
joy it

equally.
I look for-
ward to be-

ing on the sets of SIT.
The good thing is both
the production houses
have been kind enough
to help me manage it all.
How did Kedarnath
happen?
It was simply through
auditions. I received a
call from Mukesh
Chabra Casting Com-
pany about a film that
they were casting for.
At that time, I didn’t
know what that movie
was. They gave me a
scene and I tested for it.
Later on, I was called
again for another test
and then I was told that
it was for an integral part
of a big movie. It was not
before my third test that
I was told it was for
Kedarnath. I was given
insights into the script
tested with Sara Ali
Khan for a scene. A few
days later, I got a call
from the team that I have
been finalised. That was
it.
From Kitani Mohabbat
Hai to now Pratigya 2,
how would you describe
your journey?
The journey has been
colourful and enriching. I
can say that I am a much
more refined actor now
— rich in knowledge of
the technicalities of how to
stand on your mark or how
to look into the camera. I
have done a lot of varied
roles. I have been choosy
in terms of the kind of
work I take up because I
want to do new things ev-
ery time. I don’t want to
get typecast, which did
happen after I did Pratigya
and Savdhaan India. I was
offered the roles of a
strong woman, which is
fine, but I was looking for
something that I haven’t
done. Thankfully, that
happened with Roshni. It
is definitely challenging to
have patience and wait for
the right project. But,
utilised that time in learn-
ing new things. I call it ‘I
was updating my soft-
ware’.
In between all this, did
you have any regrets?
Not at all. The reason
is before making any
decision, I sit and think
about all the pros and
cons of it. And if I will
have even the slightest
of doubt about that de-
cision, I will not go
ahead with that. I never
take or won’t be able
to take up a project
because I have to. I
should feel happy going
to the sets.

Rang De movie review: Nithiin, Keerthy
Suresh deliver a delightful romantic film
Bengaluru, Mar 26:
Rang De movie review:
Nithiin and Keerthy
Suresh film feels like a
comforting blanket in
these unpredictable
times. It provides much-
needed warmth and al-
lows you to delight in a
sense of nostalgia. The
boy is an idiot and in-
different to all the mat-
ters of the heart. The girl
is sensitive, intelligent,
generous and very
thoughtful. And as al-

ways, the girl falls in love
with the boy despite
knowing he is an idiot.
Why? Because she
thinks that she can
change his personality
and make him a winner
like her by showering
him with her uncondi-
tional love and support.
Does it sound familiar?
Well, this is also the
premise of the latest
Telugu movie, Rang De.
The romantic film fol-
lows the life of a whiner,
Arjun (Nithiin) and his
problems with his child-
hood friend, Anu
(Keerthy Suresh). As a
kid, Arjun felt he was

loved by his family and
his neighbours. But his
popularity almost in-
stantly vanished with the
arrival of Anu. This
sows the seed of deep-
seated hatred in Arjun’s
heart at a very tender
age. His disdain for Anu
only grows stronger
given that Anu is a bet-
ter person in every con-
ceivable aspect com-
pared to him. While he
sees her as his enemy
number 1, Anu thinks

Arjun is her close friend.
At times, even smart
people act dumb. Anu is
no different, she per-
ceives every action that
Arjun does to spite her
as an expression of
love. She even goes on
to marry Arjun, despite
his open hostility and
strong objections. The
rest of the film captures
Arjun’s struggle to ad-
just to the marriage he
so loathes. The real tal-
ent of director Venky
Atluri lies in his ability to
take old wine and put it
into new bottles. And
you may sort of feel like
a hypocrite if you com-

plain about this repack-
aging, considering how
much you enjoyed it. He
has done a fine job re-
hashing the old tropes
of romantic comedies of
Telugu cinema with Rang
De. One of the primary
duties of cinema is to
provide comfort, espe-
cially in times we feel the
world is folding on itself.
Rang De is one such film
filled with happy and
feel-good moments.
The familiarity of the

characters and story
actually works in the
favour of the film. It sort
of feels like a comfort-
ing blanket, which gives
you much-needed
warmth and allows you
to delight in a sense of
nostalgia. While Nithiin
is the hero, Keerthy
Suresh is the star of the
show. Her presence
lights up the screen and
mood. And her perfor-
mance also inspires you
to emotionally invest in
the movie. P. C.
Sreeram’s cinematogra-
phy and Devi Sri
Prasad’s score add
value to the movie.

Saina movie review: Parineeti Chopra serves, drops and smashes as badminton champ
Mumbai, Mar 25: First
things first: Parineeti
Chopra nails the body
language of a top flight
badminton player in
‘Saina’, Amol Gupte’s
admiring biopic. Through
her attacking, elegant
game, Saina Nehwal put
Indian women shuttlers
on the global map in a
fiercely competitive sport,
and she remains the first
and only female player to
have won so many cham-
pionships. As Parineeti
serves, drops and
smashes, the action on

court is wholly believable,
and helps us get past the
wobbly bits of the movie.
One of the double-edged
advantages of making a
biopic on a sportsperson
who is still playing the
game, is that everything is
documented. Accuracy
will be lauded; things
which appear fudged will
be found out. Why, for
example, does Pullela
Gopichand, Nehwal’s
coach, here played by
Manav Kaul, not given
his real name? Why is he
called, instead, Rajan?

Why is her rival in the cru-
cial 2015 tournament in
Lucknow, which anointed
her World No 1, not
called Carolina Marin?
These are puzzling, and
don’t fit in a film that oth-
erwise appears scrupu-
lously based on research.
A significant portion of the
beginning is devoted to
Saina as a little girl, being
drummed into shape by
her mother Usha Rani
(Meghna Malik, fierce,
feisty and believable), her-
self a badminton player.
Buttered aloo parathas

and two litres of milk are
stuffed daily into the little
girl (Naisha Kaur
Bhatoye; very good) who
proves she has both tal-
ent and speed, and the
will to win. It is Rajan

who gets her onto a
champion’s heavy-on-
protein, light-on-carbs
diet, and teaches her to
use her mind as well as
her limbs. A true badmin-
ton player is like a ballet

dancer, and the best play-
ers in the world combine
both grace and strength.
That transition is one of the
most engaging parts of the
film, and Kaul does a
great job of showing his
mentee the way: he fo-
cuses only on focus, he
says in a speech border-
ing on the pedantic; any-
thing else, there’s the door.
Kaul looks the part, but is
never shown on court.
Why? Not seeing a player
of Gopichand’s calibre in
action, even if he is
named Rajan, is a major

miss. In real-life, there
was a much-storied
break between
Gopichand and Saina,
which saw her move from
Hyderabad to Banga-
lore, into the hands of
another coach (Ankur
Vakil, sprightly in a small
part). In the movie, we
are told that it was be-
cause she was getting dis-
tracted by a string of lu-
crative endorsements.
We also see her getting
‘distracted’ by the sweet
attention fellow fine
player Parupalli Kashyap

(Eshan Naqvi) pays her.
What little we see of the
relationship is shaped by
the fact that they play well
together, sharing the
court and the couch in a
workman like manner. A
little more between the
two, or even the other
two players Rohan
(Rohan Apte) and
Damodar (Sharman
Dey), the group which
grows into adulthood and
constant friendship after
spending years in rigorous
training, would have given
us a more rounded film.

Ram Charan’s first look as ‘the fiercest’ Alluri
Sitarama Raju is his birthday gift to fans
New Delhi, Mar 26:
The first look of Ram
Charan from SS
Rajamouli’s magnum
opus Roudram Ranam
Rudhiram (RRR) has
been released. In the
film, Charan will be
seen playing the role
of Alluri Sitarama
Raju. The poster sees
Ram Charan’s charac-
ter in all his glory.
Donning a saffron
dhoti-pyjama and a
bow-and-arrow, Ram
Charan is seen aiming
for the sky as his
background burns in a
sea of war. The first
look has been released

a day ahead of the
actor’s birthday. Set
in 1920s India, the
screenplay of RRR

has been penned by
director SS Rajamouli
along with his father
KV Vijayendra Prasad.
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England win toss and elect to field, Pant
replaces Iyer in India's playing XI

Pune, Mar 26: England captain Jos
Buttler won the toss and opted to field
against India in the second ODI of
the three-match series here on Fri-
day. India replaced injured Shreyas
Iyer with wicketkeeper-batsman
Rishabh Pant while KL Rahul will
purely play as a batsman. Liam
Livingstone replaced Sam Billings in
the England playing XI while Dawid
Malan came in place of Eoin Mor-
gan. Reece Topley replaced Mark

Wood.
The Teams: India: Virat Kohli (c),
Rohit Sharma, Shikhar Dhawan, KL
Rahul, Rishabh Pant (w), Hardik
Pandya, Krunal Pandya, Shardul
Thakur, Bhuvneshwar Kumar,
Kuldeep Yadav, Prasidh Krishna.
England: Jos Buttler (c/wk), Jason
Roy, Jonny Bairstow, Ben Stokes,
Liam Livingstone, Moeen Ali, Sam
Curran, Tom Curran, Adil Rashid,
Reece Topley.

India’s Sanjeev Rajput, Tejaswini Sawant win 50m rifle 3 positions mixed team gold

New Delhi, Mar 26:
The  Ind ians  bea t
U k r a i n e ' s  S e r h i y
Ku l i sh  and  Anna
Ilina 31-29 in the
gold medal match,
using their years of
experience to good
e f f e c t  t o  e m e r g e
victorious. The In-
d i a n  g o l d  c o u n t
went up to 11 with
their top finish. The

s e a s o n e d  I n d i a n
d u o  o f  S a n j e e v
R a j p u t  a n d
Tejaswini  Sawant
won the gold medal
in the 50m rifle 3
p o s i t i o n s  m i x e d
team event of the
I S S F  Wo r l d  C u p
here on Friday. The
I n d i a n s  b e a t
Ukra ine ’s  Se rh iy
Ku l i sh  and  Anna

Ilina 31-29 in the
gold medal match,
using their years of
experience to good
e f f e c t  t o  e m e r g e
victorious. The In-
d i a n  g o l d  c o u n t
went up to 11 with
t h e i r  t o p  f i n i s h .
A i s h w a r y  P r a t a p
Singh  Tomar  and
Sun idh i  Chauhan
w o n  t h e  b r o n z e

medal after getting
the better of USA’s
Timothy Sherry and
Virginia Thrasher
3 1 - 1 5  a t  t h e  D r
Karni Singh Shoot-
ing Range. To start
w i th ,  Ra jpu t  and
Sawan t  we re  1 -3
behind before lead-
ing 5-3.  But the vis-
iting shooters then
raced ahead of their

opponents  before
the  Indians  made
a n o t h e r  s t r o n g
comeback to regain
the top position and
from there on, the
home team main-
tained the lead to
end on a winning
note The Ukrainians
t r i e d  t o  m a k e  a
match of it but the
h o m e  f a v o u r i t e s
managed to prevail
in an exciting final.
In Qualification 2,
Rajput and Sawant
finished at the top
with a total score of
588, with both the
shooters getting 294
each. While Tomar
and Chauhan logged
580 to end the final
q u a l i f i c a t i o n  a t
f o u r t h  p l a c e  a n d
m a k e  t h e  b r o n z e
medal round. Kulish
a n d  I l i n a  w e r e
placed th i rd  wi th
583, ahead of the
Amer ican  duo  o f
T h r a s h e r  a n d
Sherry (581).

KL Rahul slays his T20I demons with fifth ODI century against England

Pune, Mar 26: After
bringing up his ton in
108 deliveries, KL
Rahul became the first
player from either side
to score a hundred in the
ongoing ODI series be-
tween India and En-
gland. KL Rahul cata-
pulted himself back
amongst the runs by
guiding India to 336/6 in
the second ODI against
England with his fifth
ODI century at the
Maharashtra Cricket
Association Stadium in
Pune on Friday. After
bringing up his ton in

108 deliveries, Rahul
became the first player
from either side to score
a hundred in the ongo-
ing three-match ODI
series. Rahul’s century
was his first against En-
gland and second at
home. Explaining his
celebration (Rahul
closed his eyes and and
ears after he reached the
mark), Rahul said: “It
was pretty self-explana-
tory. It was just to shut
out the noise. Not to dis-
respect anyone, but
there are people out
there who try to pull you

down, at times you need
to ignore them. So that’s
just a message to shut
out that noise.” The 28-
year-old batsman was
eventually dismissed on
108 off 114 balls by
Tom Curran in the 45th
over of the first innings.
He hit seven fours and
two sixes on his way to
his ton and maintained
an impressive strike-
rate of 94.74. Rahul’s
previous ODI ton was
against New Zealand in
February last year. Ear-
lier, Rahul was dropped
from the final T20I
against England follow-
ing a series of low
scores. In four T20Is
during the series, Rahul
managed to gather just
15 runs. However,
Rahul had bounced
back in the ODI series
opener by scoring 62*
off 43 deliveries in an
innings laced with four
boundaries and four
sixes. Ahead of the sec-
ond ODI, he had said,
“I feel being in the
middle and playing
games is what keeps me
in good touch. Having
not got as much game
time as I would have
liked, I mean I won’t say
it did not play on my
mind, but somehow or
the other you have to
find a way to be best
prepared, be it at train-
ing or open net ses-
sions.”

India gear up for Surya Namaskar
Pune, Mar 26:  The im-
mensely talented
Suryakumar Yadav is
likely to get a chance to
showcase his 360 de-
gree hitting skills when
a rampaging Indian team
takes on a rather
clueless England, aiming
to seal off another series
victory in the second
ODI here on Friday.
Shreyas Iyer’s dislo-
cated shoulder has once
again brought Yadav in
focus and his ODI de-
but, after a blockbuster
T20 first outing, looks
imminent after an all-
round show by the hosts
ensured an easy victory
in the first game. Iyer
has been one of India’s
most prolific 50-over
batsman before the
Covid-19 enforced
lockdown but such is
the team’s strength that
a debutant looks more
formidable for a world
champion opposition,
who are no less menac-
ing but seem utterly con-
fused at this point. Be-
ing spoilt for choices is
always a good headache
to have for the think-
tank and skipper Virat
Kohli will be more
pleased than anyone
else. Kohli has not had
Ravindra Jadeja’s ser-
vices for close to three
months but neither Axar
Patel in Tests, and now
Krunal Pandya in the
ODIs, have let the team

miss their maverick from
Rajkot. Prasidh
Krishna, already a
household name due to
IPL, looked completely
at home on his ODI de-
but, hurrying batsmen
for pace in the absence
of Jasprit Bumrah and
Mohammed Shami.
And come to think of it,
once Jadeja and
Bumrah are back, a
Krunal or Krishna will
either cool their heels in
the dug-out or even
worse, not find a place
in the squad, which is a
testimony to India’s un-
imaginable depth of tal-
ent pool. The biggest
positive during the
opening game was
Shikhar Dhawan’s re-
turn to form with a
match-winning 98. He
was under pressure af-
ter being benched for a
large part of the T20
series. Rohit Sharma
had sustained a blow to
his elbow during the first
match but is expected to
be fit in time for the sec-
ond game. The pace trio
of experienced
Bhuvneshwar Kumar,
Prasidh Krishana and
the ever-improving
Shardul Thakur took
nine of the 10 wickets
and would be keen to
rock the England batting
line-up again. The best
part was how they
came back after first 15
overs of mayhem by Ja-

son Roy and Jonny
Bairstow. Meanwhile,
England will look to
level the series and stay
alive in the contest. En-
gland have a lot to pon-
der on and injuries to
skipper Eoin Morgan
and batsman Sam Bill-
ings, while fielding, in the
lung-opener have only
added to their woes.
All-rounder Ben Stokes
was firm in his belief that
England do not have too
many reasons to worry
despite the continuing
d i s a p p o i n t m e n t s .
“We’ve been formi-
dable in the white ball
format for over a num-
ber of years. Just be-
cause we lost the T20
series doesn’t mean we
need to start changing
things around,” he said
on match eve.
Bairstow
w a s
among
t h e
runs
as he
blazed
to 94
o f f
6 4
balls
a s
w a s
h i s
part-
ner
Roy
(46).

The two would be look-
ing to put up another fine
show and carry forward
the aggressive brand of
cricket, which was the
cornerstone of the 2019
World Cup triumph.
However, their middle
order hasn’t performed
up to its potential and
the likes of all-rounder
Ben Stokes, Jos Buttler
and Moeen Ali faltered
with the bat. If En-
gland have
to put a
b i g
to-
tal

or chase a score, the
trio needs to fire in uni-
son. Their key spinners
Adil Rashid and Moeen
Ali haven’t been able to
trouble the Indian bat-
ters and both went
wicket-less in the open-
ing game. They will have
to step up and deliver
and along with Tom
Curran, who will need
to compliment his

brother Sam and
p a c e

spear-
head
Mark
Wood,
who

troubled
the

bat-
t e r s

with his
speed. Come

Friday, it
remains
to be
s e e n
whether
India are
able to
add “an-
o t h e r
sweet-
est vic-
tory” or
if the

visitors
spoil

their
party.

India share honours with Oman in first international friendly after lockdown
Dubai, Mar 26: Manvir
Singh scored the
equaliser in the 55th
minute to help India pull
off a rare 1-1 draw
against Oman in the first
international outing after
the COVID-19
lockdown. The Indian
football team made a fine
comeback in the second
half to hold fancied
Oman 1-1 in its first in-
ternational match in

more than a year though
the Gulf side dominated
the friendly here on
Thursday. India con-
ceded a goal in the
42nd minute with
Chinglensana Singh’s
clearance crossing the
goal-line after hitting
goalkeeper Amrinder
Singh who started the
match instead of
Gurpreet Singh Sandhu.
Manvir Singh scored

the equaliser in the 55th
minute to help India pull
off a rare draw against
Oman in the first inter-
national outing after the
COVID-19 lockdown.
India head coach Igor
Stimac gave debuts to
as many 10 players. He
had said before the
match that he would give
chances to maximum
number of players for
them to gain the experi-

ence of playing in big
matches. The first half
was all about Oman at-
tacking in waves with
India not getting a single
shot on target. Oman,
who have won both the
two-legged matches of
the 2022 World Cup
qualifying against India,
played a high defensive
line with more men on
attack. India were con-
tent defending their cita-

del with more players in
their own half and just
one man upfront most of
the time. The Indians lost
possession too easily on
most occasions as
Oman did not let them
hold on to the ball for
long. Oman squandered
a penalty in the 27th
minute after Rowlin
Borges committed a foul
on Abdul Aziz Al
Gheilani inside the box.

Aziz himself took the
spot kick but shot
straight to Amarinder
Singh. But Oman were
not to be denied a goal
in the first half. Al
Aghbari got the ball on
the left wing and sent a
low cross on the face of
the goal. Amrinder could
not collect the ball
cleanly and it hit
Chinglensana Singh and
went past the goal line.
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Memu Trains Towards Bhadrak, Puri & Paradeep From Cuttack
(A.O. Bureau)
Bhubaneswar, Mar 26:
It has been decided to
run MEMU trains be-
tween Puri & Cuttack,
Cuttack & Paradeep
and between Bhadrak
& Cuttack as per the
following.
PURI-CUTTACK-
PURI MEMU: 68416
Puri-Cuttack MEMU
from Puri will leave at
0800hrs w.e.f. 12th
April, 2021 and will
reach at Cuttack at
1045hrs. In the return
direction, 68415
Cuttack-Puri MEMU
from Cuttack will leave
at 1655hrs w.e.f. 13th
April, 2021 and will ar-
rive at Puri at 1945hrs.
C U T T A C K -
B H A D R A K -
CUTTACK MEMU:
68424 Cuttack-
Bhadrak MEMU
from Cuttack will

leave at 0845hrs w.e.f.
13th April, 2021 and
will reach at Bhadrak
at 1210hrs. In the re-
turn direction, 68423
B h a d r a k - C u t t a c k
MEMU from Bhadrak
will leave at 1250hrs
w.e.f. 13th April, 2021
and will  arrive at
Cuttack at 1615hrs.
68438 Cuttack-

Bhadrak MEMU
from Cuttack will
leave at 1155hrs w.e.f.
12th April, 2021 and
will reach at Bhadrak
at 1405hrs. In the re-
turn direction, 68437
B h a d r a k - C u t t a c k
MEMU from Bhadrak
will leave at 1530hrs
w.e.f. 12th April, 2021
and will  arrive at

Cuttack at 1835hrs.
C U T T A C K -
P A R A D E E P -
CUTTACK MEMU:
68401 Cuttack-
Paradeep MEMU
from Cuttack will
leave at 1900hrs w.e.f.
12th April, 2021 and
will reach at Paradeep
at 2050hrs. In the re-
turn direction, 68402

Paradeep-Cut tack
MEMU from
Paradeep will leave at
0630hrs w.e.f. 13th
April, 2021 and will
arrive at Cuttack at
0820hrs.
BHUBANESWAR-
J A G A D A L P U R -
BHUBANESWAR
SPECIAL WILL
RUN WITH RE-
VISED NUMBERS:
It has been decided
to revise the train
number  of
B h u b a n e s w a r -
J a g a d a l p u r -
Bhubaneswar Special
w.e.f. 20th April from
Bhubaneswar and
w.e.f. 21st April, 2021
from Jagadalpur.
Now, the train will run
with new number as
0 8 4 4 5 / 0 8 4 4 6
B h u b a n e s w a r -
J a g a d a l p u r -
Bhubaneswar Special.

Bharat Masala 's Social responsibility
(A.O. Bureau)
Bhubaneswar, Mar
26: Inspired by the
Hon'ble Chief
Minister 's  "  Mo
School campaign "
Bharat Masala has
Masala Rs 5 lakh to
Biswanath vidyapith ,
Rs 1lakh to Ratnakar
Vidya Mandira and Rs
1lakh to Hansnath
nodal high school in
19 march 2021 and
25 march 2021, The
above schools  are in-
tended for the overall

betterment of the stu-
dents. Bharat Masala
runs its own spice
business and has al-
ways been aware of its
social responsibility and
has always provided

assistance to the Chief
Minister's relief fund in
the face of natural di-
sasters. The company
will continue to perform
its social duties in the
coming days.

Economy in new fiscal: RBI stays with forecast, says surge won’t impact growth
New Delhi, Mar 26:
Many parts of the coun-
try, mostly from
Maharashtra, are seeing
a massive surge in Covid
infections, roiling the
equity and bond mar-
kets. GDP growth had
contracted 23.9 per
cent in the June quarter
of 2020-21 when
Covid hit the economy
hard. Reserve Bank of
India Governor
Shaktikanta Das Thurs-
day said the new wave
of coronavirus infec-
tions was unlikely to im-
pact the economic re-
covery, and maintained
the RBI’s recent 10.5
per cent growth forecast
for the coming fiscal
year (2021-22). The
RBI Governor’s assur-
ance comes in the wake
of apprehensions about
surging new Covid in-
fections and lockdowns
being clamped in many
cities. The Sensex had
plunged over 1,600
points to 48,440.12 in
the last two sessions
mainly on worries about
rising Covid cases. The
RBI’s estimate is in line
with the pre-Budget
Economic Survey that
predicted a ‘V-shaped’
recovery, and said that
the Indian economy will
rebound with 11 per
cent growth in the next
financial year. “Revival
of economic activity
should continue un-
abated and I don’t see
a downward revision in
10.5 per cent growth in

the coming fiscal which
the RBI has given last
month,” Das said at the
Times Network India
Economic Conclave. He
said he did not foresee
a repeat of the nation-
wide lockdown that the
country witnessed last
year. Many parts of the
country, mostly from
Maharashtra, are seeing
a massive surge in Covid
infections, roiling the
equity and bond mar-
kets. GDP growth had
contracted 23.9 per
cent in the June quarter
of 2020-21 when
Covid hit the economy
hard. “The rapid
progress in vaccine has
upgraded the global out-
look although we are not
out of the woods yet as
fresh waves of newer
variants of the virus
bring in fresh concerns,”
he said. While the glo-
bal economy continues
to reel under the impact
of this unprecedented
shock, the near-term fi-
nancial stability risks
have been contained on

account of coordinated
interventions of central
banks across the globe,
Das said. “I wish to re-
iterate that we at the
Reserve Bank are fully
committed to use all our
policy tools to secure a
robust recovery of the
economy from the de-
bilitating effects of the
pandemic,” he said. The
Reserve Bank remains
devoted to build an en-
abling environment to
develop the financial
sector and create nec-
essary preconditions for
growth while preserving
financial stability, Das
said. The Governor also
said the RBI will ensure
that the rupee is kept
stable. On
cryptocurrencies, he
said the RBI has flagged
major concerns to the
government and it is still
under examination. “I do
not think there is differ-
ence of opinion be-
tween the RBI and gov-
ernment on
cryptocurrencies,” he
said. The RBI Gover-

nor said that the central
bank is in talks with the
government regarding
the privatisation of pub-
lic sector banks and the
process will go for-
ward. Maintaining
banking sector health
with strong capital base
and ethics-driven gov-
ernance remains a
policy priority, he said.
He spoke four distinct
sets of banking land-
scapes emerging in the
current decade. “The
first set will be domi-
nated by a few large In-
dian banks with do-
mestic and international
presence. Second,
there will be several
mid-sized banks with
economy-wide pres-
ence. The third set
would encompass
smaller private sector
banks, SFBs, regional
rural banks and co-op-
erative banks, which
may specifically cater
to the credit require-
ments of small borrow-
ers,” he said. Das said
the fourth segment

would consist of digital
players who may act as
service providers di-
rectly to customers or
through banks as their
agents or associates. In
fact, digital players
would increasingly
emerge as critical
pieces across all seg-
ments. He also under-
lined the huge role that
innovation and technol-
ogy has played in serv-
ing customers better
and quicker. He said
the central bank pro-
cessed 274 crore digi-
tal transactions to pro-
vide direct benefit
transfer (DBT) to
people, most of which
happened during the
Covid pandemic. Ac-
cording to him, the in-
creased use of digital
payments brought
about by Covid could
fuel a rise in digital
lending in the current
decade as companies
accumulate consumer
data and enhance credit
analytics. “This in turn
presents new and com-
plex trade-offs be-
tween financial stability,
competition and data
protection; thereby,
warranting new regula-
tory frameworks and
novel ways of monitor-
ing,” he said. It is im-
perative for the financial
sector regulators to
monitor global devel-
opments and formulate
policy responses to the
risks and the opportu-
nities, Das said.

SAD seeks probe into Punjab's 'conspiracy' of giving
Mukhtar Ansari 'political shelter' in its jail
Chandigarh, Mar 26:
The SAD on Friday ac-
cused the Punjab gov-
ernment of giving a "po-
litical shelter" to gang-
ster-turned-politician
Mukhtar Ansari by
keeping him in a
Rupnagar jail as a "state
guest" on "trumped-up
charges" and demanded
a judicial probe into the
entire "conspiracy". The
Shiromani Akali Dal
hurled the allegation
soon after the Supreme
Court, on a plea by the
Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment, ordered the
Amarinder Singh gov-
ernment to hand over
Ansari's custody to the
UP police, dismissing
the Punjab
government's objection
to the transfer of his cus-
tody. Welcoming the
Supreme Court's order,

SAD spokesman Daljit
Singh Cheema said, "An
impression has gone out
that the Congress gov-
ernment in Punjab can
stoop to any level to
extend protection to a
criminal." "The verdict is
an indictment of the
Punjab government
which has misused its
powers to prevent the
transfer of Ansari to
Uttar Pradesh for two
years," he said. "The
Punjab government
must answer what were
its motives to harbour a
hardened criminal in its
jail and why it went to
the extent of spending a
huge amount of money
to hire top lawyers to
oppose Ansari's trans-
fer to Uttar Pradesh?"
he asked. He said if
one state government
cannot cooperate with

another on transferring
the custody of a "hard-
ened criminal", how can
we expect other coun-
tries to repatriate crimi-
nals to India. He said
such actions only serve
to embolden criminals
and could lead to a fur-
ther increase in crime in
the state "Punjab has
become a hub for
criminals due to such
acts. While earlier
criminals used to run
away from Punjab to
Uttar Pradesh after
committing a crime,
now we are witnessing
an opposite phenom-
enon," he said. Ansari
has been lodged in the
Rupnagar district jail in
Punjab in case of extor-
tion since January 2019.
He is also an accused in
several heinous cases in
Uttar Pradesh.

'Closely monitoring surge in COVID cases, vaccines safe and immunogenic': Harsh Vardhan
New Delhi, Mar 26: The
recent surge in
coronavirus cases in the
country is being closely
monitored and measures,
including strict enforce-
ment of COVID proto-
cols and creating micro-
containment zones, will be
taken to keep a check the
contagion, Union Health
Minister Harsh Vardhan

said on Friday. Vaccina-
tion drive is going on and
its pace is increasing with
each passing day. Prior-
ity groups have been
identified on the basis of
recommendations of the
National Expert Group
on Vaccine Administra-
tion for COVID-19
(NEGVAC), he said.
"The focus is protecting

those at highest risk of
mortality and those in-
volved in pandemic re-
sponse. As of Friday,
5.31 crore doses have
been administered. In
January, 2.4 lakh doses
were being administered
daily, whereas in the last
week of March it was 20
lakh. Now, the govern-
ment has expanded the

coverage to citizens
above 45 years. "The
pace of vaccination is

going to increase. As for
imposing restrictions, the
COVID-19 situation

continues to evolve and
change each day. The sil-
ver lining here is that we
are better prepared now
to tackle any challenges
that the pandemic throws
our way," he said. Steps,
including include strict
enforcement of
COVID-19 protocols as
well as creating micro-
containment zones

wherever needed will be
used to keep a check on
the rise in cases, he said
at the 'India Economic
Conclave' organised by
Times Now. Comment-
ing on the COVID-19
trajectory in India and the
recent surge in cases,
Vardhan said concerted
efforts of the Centre and
the states and the

country's investment in
the 'test, track and treat'
strategy have resulted in
India recording one of
the lowest cases and
deaths per million popu-
lation. Till date, accord-
ing to current evidence,
no significant adverse
event following
immunisation has been
reported in India.

Maha’s ‘Lady Singham’ found dead, suicide note ‘accuses Sr forest officer’
(A.O. Bureau)
Amravati, Mar 26: In a shocking in-
cident, a 28-year-old female Range
Forest Officer posted in the Melghat
Tiger Reserve (MRT) in Amravati,
committed suicide after alleging sexual
harassment and torture at the hands
of an Indian Forest Service (IFS) of-

ficer, in a purported suicide note, of-
ficials said here on Friday. The young
woman RFO, (Mrs.) Dipali Chavan-
Mohite, 28, shot herself at her official
quarters in the Harisal village near the
tiger reserve with her service revolver
and succumbed on the spot, late on
Thursday.


