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Justice NV Ramana Sworn In As The 48th Chief Justice Of India

New Delhi, Apr 24: The
Supreme Court of India
has got a new Chief Jus-
tice. On Saturday, Jus-
tice N Venkata
Ramanna was sworn in
as the 48th Chief Justice
of India. President
Ramnath Kovind ad-
ministered him the oath
of office. The oath-tak-
ing program of Justice

Ramanna was held at
Rashtrapati Bhavan.
This program of CJI
was very brief. Vice
President M Venkaiah
Naidu, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, and
Law Minister Ravi
Shankar Prasad were
present at the function.
Justice Ramanna took
the oath of office in En-

glish as a witness to
God. Before this, Jus-
tice Sharad Arvind
Bobde, who was the
CJI, retired from the
post on Friday. It is spe-
cial that Ramanna will
be the first judge of the
Andhra Pradesh Court,
who has been given the
responsibility of the
Chief Justice.

Odisha sends 250 tonne oxygen to worst-hit States

Bhubaneswar, Apr 24:
A day after Chief Min-
ister Naveen Patnaik
assured Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to help
needy states with oxy-
gen, 15 tankers con-
taining over 250 tonne
medical oxygen were
sent to different cities in
the country by the State
government in the last
24 hours.  The tankers
were sent from

Rourkela, Jajpur and
Angul districts to
Vi s a k h a p a t n a m ,
Hyderabad, Indore,
Pune, Mumbai and
Nagpur. Official
sources said three
more tankers of medi-
cal oxygen will be sent
to Visakhapatnam from
Angul and Jajpur be-
sides, one tanker of
oxygen will leave for
Ghaziabad from Jajpur

on Friday night, said an
official. Three Indian
Air Force planes also
airlifted eight empty
oxygen tankers from
Hyderabad and arrived
at Biju Patnaik Interna-
tional Airport here for
refill on Friday. “One
flight arrived with an
empty oxygen tanker
and the second flight
with three empty tank-
ers reached during the

day. The third flight ar-
rived with four empty
oxygen tankers at 8.30
pm on Friday,” said the
official. The tankers will
return by road after
loading oxygen from
various plants in
Odisha.  Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind
Kejriwal had also said
that his government is
making efforts to airlift
its enhanced quota of

oxygen supply from
Odisha.  A dedicated
corridor has been set-
up by Odisha Police to
ensure unhindered
movement of medical
oxygen supplies.
Odisha government has
formed a special cell
under ADG YK Jethwa
as its nodal officer to
oversee the supply op-
e r a t i o n s .
Bhubaneswar-Cuttack
Police Commissioner,
IGs, DIGs and SPs/
DCPs are supervising
the movement of the
medical oxygen under
their respective juris-
dictions. “The police
are making special traf-
fic arrangements to en-
sure smooth supply of
medical oxygen. The
special cell is primarily
coordinating with
Rourkela, Jharsuguda,
Angul and Jajpur SPs
as they are the loading
points of the medical
oxygen,” said Jethwa.

Covid-19 challenge bigger than last year, need to stop it from hitting villages: PM Narendra Modi
New Delhi, Apr 24: Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
on Saturday said the
COVID-19 challenge
before the country now is
bigger than the last year
and called for making ef-
forts to ensure that the in-
fectious disease is stopped
from hitting villages “by all
means”. Addressing a cer-
emony on Panchayati Raj
Diwas during which Modi
launched the distribution of
e-property cards under
the ‘SWAMITVA
scheme, he said the pan-
demic was prevented
from affecting rural areas
last year and exuded con-
fidence that the success
can be replicated as local
leadership now have ex-
perience as well as knowl-
edge. Chief ministers of
eight states joined the
event, held virtually, while

a large number of local
body representatives also
connected to the cer-
emony. “I have this confi-
dence that if someone is
going to emerge victorious
first in this fight against the
coronavirus, then it is go-
ing to be India’s villages,
the leadership of these vil-
lages… The people of the
villages will show the way
to the country and the
world,” the prime minis-
ter said. Right now, the
mantra of the panchayats
should be “dawai bhi,
kadai bhi” (medicine as
well as caution), he
stressed. Modi said vil-
lages should follow the
guidelines issued by the
government and people
should also get themselves
vaccinated. To help the
poor get food, his govern-
ment has decided to pro-

vide them free ration for
May and June, the prime
minister noted, adding this
will benefit over 80 crore
people and cost the gov-
ernment Rs 26,000 cr. As
many as 4.09 lakh prop-
erty owners were be given
their e-property cards,
which also marked the
rolling out of the
SWAMITVA scheme for

implementation across the
country. Union minister
Narendra Singh Tomar at-
tended the event. Modi also
conferred the National
Panchayat Awards 2021 on
the occasion. The National
Panchayat Awards 2021
were conferred under the fol-
lowing categories — Deen
Dayal Upadhyay Panchayat
Sashaktikaran Puraskar to

224 panchayats, Nanaji
Deshmukh Rashtriya
Gaurav Gram Sabha
Puraskar to 30 gram
panchayats, Gram
Panchayat Development
Plan Award to 29 gram
panchayats, child-friendly
Gram Panchayat Award
to 30 Gram Panchayats
and e-Panchayat
Puraskar to 12 states.

No Custom Duty On Vaccines And Oxygen For 3 Months
New Delhi, Apr 24:
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi held a
high-level meeting on
oxygen availability in the
country on Saturday
and directed the rev-
enue department to
complete basic custom
duty and health cess on
the import of vaccines,
oxygen, and oxygen-
linked equipment for the
next three months with
immediate effect Be re-
moved as such. The
Prime Minister said in
the meeting that there is
an urgent need to in-
crease the supply of

medical grade oxygen in
hospitals and also there
is a great need for oxy-
gen-related equipment
to meet the needs of
patients at home and
hospital. The Prime
Minister directed all
Ministries and Depart-

ments to work together
to ensure availability of
oxygen and medical
supplies. He directed
the revenue department
to take immediate deci-
sions to give clearance
for oxygen and oxygen
related products. The

meeting also decided to
abolish the basic cus-
toms duty on import of
Kovid-19 vaccine. This
decision will be effective
for the next three
months. The central
government has ap-
pointed a nodal officer
for this, who will deal
with matters related to
custom. The central
government said that
today’s decisions will
help to ensure the avail-
ability of oxygen and
vaccine. It will also help
in keeping the prices of
things low. Let us know
that the vaccination pro-

gram is going on in the
country with Oxford-
AstraZeneca vaccine
Kovishield made by
Serum Institute of India
and Kovoxin vaccine of
Bharat Biotech-ICMR.
Apart from these two,
the Central Government
has also approved the
emergency use of
Russia’s vaccine Sput-
nik-V. This is the third
major meeting of Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi in the last three
days, facing criticism for
not preparing better for
the second wave of
Corona.

Weekend Shutdown In Bhubaneswar: Here’s How
You Can Get Food Items At Your Doorsteps

Bhubaneswar, Apr 24:
The Bhubaneswar Mu-
nicipal Corporation
(BMC) has released
home delivery numbers
for denizens to get food

items at
doors teps
d u r i n g
w e e k e n d
shutdown in
Bhubaneswar.
The home
delivery ser-
vices are
available for
O m f e d ,
Opolfed and

Chilika Fresh under
BMC jurisdiction in the
city. Releasing the
phone numbers for
home delivery, the
BMC urged people not

to go outside home and
place orders for food
items including dairy and
non-veg products. The
State Government has
imposed weekend shut-
down in all urban areas
including Bhubaneswar
with effect from today till
further order to prevent
spread of COVID-19. In
view of possible incon-
veniences due to shut-
down restrictions, the
BMC has ensured home
delivery of essential food
items for the residents in
the capital city.

Odisha Govt Chalks Out Modalities For
Timely Refill Of Oxygen Cylinders
Bhubaneswar, Apr
24: The Additional
Chief Secretary of the
Health and Family
Welfare department,
Pradipta  Kumar
Mohapatra today di-
rected the District
Collectors, Municipal
Commissioners and
CDMOs to follow the
modalities chalked
out for supply of oxy-
gen cylinders to Covid
care  centres  and
Covid care homes in
Odisha.
The modalities are as
follows: The Drugs in-
spector of the district
shall ensure timely
dispatch of the empty
cylinders to the as-
signed fillers and in-
form his counterpart
in the areas at which
the filler is stationed
for timely filling of the
cylinders. The Drugs
Inspector shall iden-

tify a collection point
for  three  to  four
CCCs in consultation
with the medical Su-
perintendents and
CDMOs and PHOs
and assign transport
vehicles to each col-
lection point. The

Medical Superinten-
dents/CDMOs and
PHOs shall engage
vehicles for transpor-
tation of the oxygen
cylinders by utlilising
existing vehicles or by

hiring private vehicles
following financial
guidelines. The details
of the vehicles must
be shared with the lo-
cal drugs inspector for
GPS tagging. The hir-
ing charges can be
met from public health

response funds or any
other suitable head
from which transpor-
tation charges to-
wards  Covid-19
management are be-
ing currently met.
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These states will provide free Covid-19 vaccines from May 1

New Delhi, Apr 24: At
least 17 Indian states
have decided to vacci-
nate their population
against the coronavirus
disease free of cost in an
initiative to inoculate the
maximum number of
people against Covid-
19, which has killed
189,544 and infected
more than 16 million in
the country. The mass
inoculation drive, ex-
panded for all adults in
the country from next
month, is aimed at fight-
ing the disease out-
break. While some
states have made the
drive free of cost for all
adults, some have kept
it free of cost for people
between the age of 18-
45 only. India's major
vaccine maker Serum
Institute of India an-
nounced a price of ?400
per dose for its Covid-
19 vaccine 'Covishield'
for state governments
and ?600 per dose for
private hospitals. There
are the states which
have made the vaccine
doses free of cost:
Madhya Pradesh: The
Madhya Pradesh gov-
ernment on Wednesday
announced that all
people above the age of
18 years will be offered
the Covid-19 vaccine
free in the state from
May 1. Chief minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan
made the announce-
ment. "A detailed guide-
lines of the government
of India will be issued
later, but the people
above the age of 18 will
be vaccinated for free in
Madhya Pradesh,"
Chouhan said.
Jammu and Kashmir:
On Saturday, the
Jammu and Kashmir

government joined the
list of states which will
not charge people for
the doses. "It has been
decided that Covid-19
vaccination for people
in the age group of 18
to 45 years will be free
of cost in the Union Ter-
ritory, and the cost of
vaccine will be borne by
the government of
Jammu and Kashmir," a
statement from the office
of Jammu and
Kashmir’s lieutenant
governor Manoj Sinha
read.
Himachal Pradesh: The
Himachal Pradesh gov-
ernment has said it will
provide the Covid-19
vaccine free of cost to
people between the
ages of 18 and 44 years
from May 1. Following
a meeting of the state
cabinet chaired by chief
minister Jai Ram
Thakur, parliamentary
affairs minister Suresh
Bhardwaj told reporters
that the decision was
made keeping in mind
the welfare of the gen-
eral public although it
would be a huge burden
on the exchequer. The
free vaccine will be pro-
vided in government
health institutions, he
added.
Goa: Goa will inoculate
those between the ages
of 18 to 45 against
coronavirus free of cost,
it announced on Thurs-
day. The state will be
procuring 500,000
doses of Covishield vac-
cine initially, it said. The
state’s additional secre-
tary (health) Vikas
Gaunekar informed the
directorate of health ser-
vices about the decision
in a letter. "I am pleased
to convey Government

approval to provide
Covid-19 vaccine
doses to all population
in the age group 18-45
through the state gov-
ernment free of cost,"
Gaunekar said in the let-
ter.
Kerala: Kerala chief
minister Pinarayi
Vijayan on Wednesday
said the Left government
would provide the vac-
cine against Covid-19
free of cost for every-
one in the state.
Chhattisgarh: The
Chhattisgarh govern-
ment announced this
week that free Covid-
19 vaccine will be pro-
vided for all above the
age of 18 in the state.
Chief minister Bhupesh
Baghel said the state
government will pay for
the vaccination of
people over 18 years of
age, according to an of-
ficial release. "We will
take all possible steps to
protect the lives of our
citizens," the release
quoted Baghel as say-
ing.
Bihar: Bihar will also
give Covid-19 vaccine
free to all above 18
years of age, chief min-
ister Nitish Kumar an-
nounced on Wednes-
day this week. "The
Bihar government will
provide Covid-19 vac-
cine free of cost to all
above 18 years of age
in the state," Kumar
tweeted in Hindi.
Jharkhand: All residents
of Jharkhand who are
above 18 years will be
given free vaccination
against Covid-19, chief
minister Hemant Soren
announced. "In
Jharkhand, the corona
vaccine will be pro-
vided free of cost to

people above the age of
18 by the state govern-
ment," Soren said in a
tweet on Thursday
night. "The government
is working day and night
to help people in this
drastic transition. I am
confident that with the
cooperation of all, we
will beat corona again.
Corona will lose,
Jharkhand will win," he
added.
Uttar Pradesh: BJP na-
tional general secretary
BL Santhosh on Tues-
day informed that Uttar
Pradesh will vaccinate
the population above 18
years free of cost.
Assam: Including
Assam in the ambit of
states which will pro-
vide free Covid-19 vac-
cine, BJP national gen-
eral secretary Santhosh
on Tuesday said it has
already placed an order
for 10 million vaccines
with Bharath Biotech.
"Assam & UP to vacci-
nate population of 18
years free of cost.
Assam has already
placed an order for 1 Cr
vaccines with Bharath
Biotech. But Kerala
CM busy writing letters
to PM.
#IndiaFightsCorona,"
Santhosh tweeted.
Sikkim: Sikkim chief
minister Prem Singh
Tamang on Wednesday
announced that the state
government will provide
free Covid-19 vaccine
to all citizens between
18 to 45 years. He said
the state government will
bear the cost of the vac-
cines of the people in
the age group of 18-45
if the Centre does not
bear the cost. Tamang
asked chief secretary
SC Gupta to prepare
the details in this regard.
West Bengal: West
Bengal chief minister
Mamata Banerjee
Wednesday promised
universal vaccination for
those who are above 18
in her state. In West
Bengal, vaccination for
those from the age of 18
will start from May 5 as
the election process is
still on, she said.
Tamil Nadu: The Tamil
Nadu government on
Thursday said it will pro-

vide free Covid-19 vac-
cination for all from May
1, when the next phase
of inoculation drive cov-
ering all above 18 years
would start. Announcing
the vaccination camp for
those aged 18-45 years
from next month as part
of the third phase of the
inoculation drive, the
state government said
districts that were the
most affected by the
pandemic will be
prioritised in conducting
the free camps.
Andhra Pradesh:
Deputy chief minister
Alla Krishna Srinivas
said on Saturday the
government has de-
cided to provide the
Covid-19 vaccine free
of cost to all above the
age of 18 years. There
are an estimated 20.4
million people in the 18-
45 age group in the
state. The vaccine drive
for this group alone
could cost the state at
least ?818 crore to
?900 crore, reported
PTI.
Telangana: The
Telangana government
will administer the
Covid-19 vaccine free
of cost to the entire
population in the state ir-
respective of their age,
chief minister K
Chandrashekhar Rao
announced on Saturday.
Rao said it would cost
more than ?2,500 crore
to vaccinate everyone,
and taking into consid-
eration the importance
of the lives of people,
this amount is worth
spending.
Haryana: Everyone
above 18 years of age
will be vaccinated free
of cost at government
hospitals in Haryana,
said chief minister
Manohar Lal Khattar
on Saturday after chair-
ing a state-level meeting
of the Covid-19 Moni-
toring Committee. A
registration portal will
be started from April 28
and everyone has to
register themselves for
vaccination. Registra-
tion is a must to get vac-
cinated. Further details
on how and where the
registration can be done
are awaited.

‘Limited’ stocks at Rs 600, says Serum;
Centre says our price remains Rs 150
New Delhi, Apr 24: The
Serum Institute of India
(SII) said Saturday that
“only a limited” portion
of doses of Covishield
vaccine would be sold
to private hospitals at Rs
600 per dose for use in
vaccinations of those
aged 18 years and
above. “The price of the
vaccine is still lower
than a lot of other medi-
cal treatment and essen-
tials required to treat
Covid-19 and other life-
threatening diseases,”
said the Pune vaccine
maker in a statement.
This came a day after
The Indian Express re-
ported that atRs 600
per dose, Indians getting
inoculated with
Covishield at private
hospitals from May 1
could end up paying the
highest price in the
world for this vaccine
developed by the Uni-
versity of Oxford and
AstraZeneca. This, de-
spite it being contract-
manufactured by SII
whose CEO Adar
Poonawalla had said
that the firm was mak-
ing a profit even at a

price of Rs 150 per
dose. SII CEO Adar
Poonawalla had earlier
said that the firm would
like to sell Covishield to
private hospitals, and
that buying more doses
than provided by the
Centre was an “option”
for States. “We want to
sell to the private hos-
pitals, which will take
care of all of these states
and corporates. I don’t
know why there is such
a hullabaloo about ev-
ery state complaining
about this price be-
cause, look–it’s their
option, it’s not their
c o m p u l s i o n , ”
Poonawalla had told
CNBC TV-18 on April
21. In its statement on
Saturday, the company
said: “Furthermore,

there was an inaccurate
comparison done be-
tween the global prices
of the vaccine with In-
dia“. The Pune firm had
initially supplied
Covishield to the Indian
government at Rs 150
per dose. Under India’s
i m m u n i z a t i o n
programme for priority
groups, those above 45
years of age could avail
of free vaccinations at
government facilities
and pay Rs 250 per shot
at private hospitals.
Once vaccine makers
were allowed to set
their own prices for
States and “in the open
market”, SII announced
that it would charge Rs
400 per dose to States
and Rs 600 to private
hospitals.

Set  up more private centres before
vaccination for 18+ begins: Centre to states

New Delhi, Apr 24: Ahead
of the roll-out of vaccina-
tion of people aged be-
tween 18 and 45 from
May 1, the Centre on Sat-
urday asked states to reg-
ister additional private vac-
cination centres and ensure
effective crowd manage-
ment at sites and stressed
on inoculation through
“only online registration”
for beneficiaries in the age
bracket. Union Health
Secretary Rajesh Bhushan
and Empowered Group
on Technology and Data

Management to Combat
COVID-19 chairman R S
Sharma held a high-level
meeting on Saturday to
guide states and union ter-
ritories on effective imple-
mentation of the new vac-
cination strategy (Phase-3)
and to review their aug-
mentation plans so as to
strengthen the existing hos-
pital and clinical treatment
infrastructure for COVID-
19 patients. With regards
to the Phase-3 vaccination
strategy from May 1, the
states were advised to reg-

ister additional private
COVID-19 Vaccination
Centres (CVCs) on mis-
sion mode by engaging
with private hospitals, hos-
pitals of industrial establish-
ments, industry associa-
tions, etc., the health min-
istry said in a statement.
They have also been asked
to monitor the number of
hospitals that have pro-
cured vaccines and have
declared stocks and prices
on CoWIN portal and
schedule vaccination for
eligible population for pro-
viding adequate visibility of
vaccination slots on
CoWIN, the ministry said.
The states and UTs were
asked to prioritise decision
on direct procurement of
vaccines by State/UT
Government and
publicising about facility of
‘only online registration’ for
the 18-45 age group.

BSF opens fire on Pakistani drones along international border in Jammu

Jammu, Apr 24: Border
Security Force (BSF)
personnel early on Sat-
urday opened fire on
two Pakistani drones
after they entered Indian
airspace from across the
International Border
(IB) here, officials said.
Both the drones re-
turned to the Pakistani
side after the BSF fired
around 15 rounds in an
attempt to bring them

down in the Arnia area
of R S Pura sector be-
tween 4.30 am and
4.45 am, the officials
said. Pakistan is using
drones to drop weap-
ons and drugs with the
latest attempt coming at
a time when there is
peace on the borders in
Jammu and Kashmir af-
ter India and Pakistan
agreed to uphold the
2003 ceasefire agree-

ment from the interven-
ing night of February 24
and 25. The two drones
were spotted hovering
in Jabbowal and
Vikram border outpost
areas in Arnia this morn-
ing. Both the drones re-
turned to Pakistani side
after the alert BSF per-
sonnel fired on them, a
BSF official said. He
said the whole area has
been cordoned off and
a search operation was
carried out to ensure
that there was no drop-
ping from the drones
before returning to Pa-
kistan. However, noth-
ing objectionable was
found on the ground so
far, the official of the
border guarding force
said.

Climate partnership to be ‘core pillar’ of US-India cooperation: Biden
Washington, Apr 24: US
President Joe Biden has
said that he wants to make
achieving climate and en-
ergy goals “a core pillar”
of bilateral cooperation
with India and is looking
forward to work with
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on the matter.
Biden’s remarks came a
day after the two countries
announced a “US-India
Climate and Clean En-
ergy Agenda 2030 Part-
nership” to create stron-
ger bilateral cooperation
on actions in the current
decade to meet the goals
of the landmark Paris
Agreement. “I’m looking
forward to working with
India’s Prime Minister
Modi in a new partnership
to achieve our climate and

energy goals, making this
a core pillar of our bilat-
eral cooperation,” Biden
said in his address to the
two-day virtual summit on
climate change on Friday.
The partnership includes
deploying
450 giga-
watts of re-
newable
power to
meet the
ambitious
2030 tar-
get for cli-
mate ac-
tion and
clean energy. The partner-
ship will proceed along
two main tracks — the
Strategic Clean Energy
Partnership, co-chaired
by Secretary of Energy
Granholm, and the Cli-

mate Action and Finance
Mobilisation Dialogue,
co-chaired by Special
Presidential Envoy for Cli-
mate John Kerry, a joint
statement said. Address-
ing the final session of the

virtual climate summit on
Friday, Biden said this is
about the opportunity that
addressing climate change
provides. It’s an opportu-
nity to create millions of
good-paying jobs around

the world and innovate —
in innovative sectors —
jobs that bring greater
quality of life, greater dig-
nity to the people per-
forming those jobs in ev-
ery nation, he said. “For a

line-worker,
electricians,
utility workers
— laying
transmission
lines, con-
necting bat-
tery storage,
and making
our electric
grid more

modern. For automotive
workers — building elec-
tric cars, trucks, and
buses. Skilled workers in-
stalling and charging sta-
tions to accommodate
them throughout our coun-

tries,” he added. America
is once again stepping into
the leadership role, Biden
said. “We will be joining
and a partner — for the na-
tions and efforts to
decarbonise critical sectors
across the board, includ-
ing the industrial sector,
where we’ll join with Swe-
den and India,” Biden
said.Biden also welcomed
Russian President
Vladimir Putin’s call for car-
bon dioxide removal. “I’m
very heartened by Presi-
dent Putin’s call yesterday
for the world to collabo-
rate and advanced carbon
dioxide removal. And the
United States looks for-
ward to working with Rus-
sia and other countries in
that endeavour,” the US
president said.
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Odisha towns under weekend shutdown as COVID cases breach 4- lakh-mark
(A.O. Bureau)
Bhubaneswar, Apr 24:
Odisha on Saturday re-
ported 6,647 new
COVID-19 cases, fol-
lowing which the state's
tally breached the 4-
lakh-mark, officials
said. Eight more people
died in the state of
COVID-19, taking the
toll to 1,981, they said.
The state's COVID-19
tally currently stands at
4,01,314. Odisha
crossed the 3-lakh-
mark on November 7
last year, and took over
five months to record
the next one lakh cases.
All 30 districts reported
new cases. Of these,
3,855 were detected in
quarantine centers

while the rest 2,792 are
local contact cases.
Khurda district, of
which state capital
Bhubaneswar is a part,
reported the highest
1,189 new positive
cases, followed by
Sundergarh (788) and
Nuapada (559). Two

of the latest deaths hap-
pened in Sundergarh
district, and one person
each died in Bolangir,
Balasore, Bargarh,
Bhadrak, Cuttack and
Nuapada, he said.
There are 43,304 ac-
tive cases in the state at
present. In all,

3,56,003 patients have
so far recovered from
the disease. The state
tested 41,017 samples
on Friday. Meanwhile,
the weekend shutdown
in all the towns of the
state started in the
morning. It will continue
till 5 am on Monday,

said special relief com-
missioner PK Jena.
Bhubaneswar-Cuttack
Police Commissioner
SK Priyadarshi said 32
platoons of forces have
been deployed in the
twin city to implement
the lockdown. While 12
platoons were deployed
in Cuttack, 20 were on
duty in Bhubaneswar.
Each platoon has 30
personnel. Jena said
that the essential ser-
vices are functioning
amid the shutdown, ad-
hering to COVID-19
protocols. The govern-
ment has also allowed
morning walks, jogging
and cycling from 5 am
to 6 am during the
weekend shutdown.

One hour window from 5 am to 6 am for morning walkers in Odisha
(A.O. Bureau)
Bhubaneswar, Apr 24:  As the
weekend shutdown comes into
force in all urban areas of the State
from Saturday, the government an-
nounced relaxations for some activi-
ties including morning walk and jog-
ging. Special Relief Commissioner
Pradeep Kumar Jena on Friday said
one-hour relaxation will be given
from 5 am to 6 am to allow people
to go for a morning walk, jogging,
cycling and other fitness activities on
Saturdays and Sundays. “The night
curfew will continue till 5 am on Sat-
urday and thereafter weekend shut-
down will be imposed from 6 am
after the one-hour relaxation for fit-
ness activities. The shutdown will
continue till 5 am on Monday,” he

said. Public distribution system and
related activities have also been al-
lowed during the shutdown subject
to strict adherence of norms of
physical distance of six feet and other
safety protocols. Essential services
and permitted activities will be al-
lowed during this period.  Mean-
while, in view of the rapid surge in

Covid-19 across the districts, the
government on Friday asked the col-
lectors to operationalise all  Covid
care centres (CCCs) with oxygen
support. The issue was discussed at
a meeting chaired by Chief Secretary
Suresh Chandra Mahapatra in which
he reviewed the Covid situation in dif-
ferent districts. The collectors were
advised to keep the Covid call cen-
tres fully active and responsive on
24X7 basis. The Chief Secretary
asked the district collectors to ensure
that patients are reached in the least
possible time and also monitor the
home isolation cases closely. He said
that the serious patients should be
brought to hospital as and when
needed. He also asked the collectors
to put in place a system for informing

about the health condition of serious
patients to their family members so
that they do not rush to the hospitals.
Besides, the collectors and superin-
tendents of police were also directed
to deploy firefighting teams in all the
Covid hospitals for instant action to
protect the patients, health person-
nel and property in case of mishaps.

Test report delay for cancer patients as coronavirus compounds misery

(A.O. Bureau)
Cuttack, Apr 24: Bat-
tling with cancer is a
struggle for its victims
and the Covid-19 pan-
demic has tilted the scale
further making it far
tougher to deal with it.

Perhaps nobody under-
stands it better than 47-
year-old cancer patient
Kumudini Dehuri of
Lingarajodi village in
Angul district. She was
referred to Acharya
Harihar Post Graduate

Institute of Cancer
(AHPGIC) by Angul
DHH after she developed
severe stomach pain and
she reached the hospital
on Monday. However,
the hospital authorities
denied admitting her as

they were waiting for her
Covid test report. “Our
swab samples were col-
lected and sent for RT-
PCR test on Tuesday.
While my test report
came negative on Thurs-
day, Kumudini’s report is
yet to come even after 72
hours forcing us to lie
along with other patients
outside the hospital, said
her attendant Sukanti
Sahu. Like Kumudini,
several cancer patients

are being deprived of
treatment at AHPGIC
due to delay in getting
Covid test reports. The
patients can be seen ly-
ing down under the open
sky outside the hospital.
“Cancer patients should
not be neglected like this.
The authorities of the
premier cancer hospital
of the State should en-
sure their admission im-
mediately after conduct-
ing antigen test.

More Special Trains Through ECoR Jurisdiction
(A.O. Bureau)
Bhubaneswar, Apr 24: Railways
have decided to run run two pair
of long distance special trains and
one pair of special passenger train
in East Coast Railway jurisdiction
as per the following_
AGARTALA-BANGALORE
CANT-AGARTALA BI-
WEEKLY SPECIAL: 02516/
02515 Agartala-Bangalore Cant-
Agartala Special from Agartala will
leave at 0535hrs on every Tues-
day & Saturdays between 24th
April to 11th May, 2021 and from
Bangalore Cant will leave at
1015hrs on every Friday & Tues-
days between 27th April to 14th
May, 2021.
YESVANTPUR - GUWAHATI-
YESVANTPUR WEEKLY SPE-
CIAL: 06577/06578 Yesvantpur-
Guwahati-Yesvantpur Special
from Yesvantpur will leave at
2240hrs on every Friday from 23rd
April to 25th June, 2021 and from
Guwahati Cant will leave at
1935hrs on every Monday from
26th April to 28th June, 2021.
EARLY SERVICE OF
VILLUPURAM-PURULIA/
KHARAGPUR SPECIAL: To fa-
cilitate the passengers, Railways
have decided to run Villupuram-
Purulia-Villupuram Special and
Villupuram-Kharagpur-Villupuram
Special trains earlier than the com-
mencing date notified previously.
VILLUPURAM-PURULIA-

VILLUPURAM BI-WEEKLY
SPECIAL SUPER FAST: 06170/
06169 Villupuram-Purulia-
Villupuram Special from Villupuram
will leave at 1205hrs on every
Wednesday & Saturdays w.e.f.
21st April, 2021 instead of earlier
notification from 5th May, 2021
and from Purulia will leave at
1000hrs on every Friday & Mon-
days w.e.f. 23rd April, 2021 instead
of earlier notification from 7th May,
2021 till further advice.
VILLUPURAM-KHARAGPUR-
VILLUPURAM WEEKLY SPE-
CIAL SUPER FAST: 06178/
06177 Villupuram-Kharagpur-
Villupuram Special from Villupuram
will leave at 1205hrs on every
Tuesdays w.e.f. 27th April, 2021
instead of earlier notification w.e.f.
4th May, 2021 and from Kharagpur
will leave at 1410hrs on every
Thursdays w.e.f. 29th April, 2021
instead of earlier notification w.e.f.
6th May, 2021 till further advice.
IMPORTANT INFORMATION
FOR ODISHA BOUND PAS-
SENGERS: Odisha bound passen-
gers from anywhere in the country,
who are boarding train to any place
of Odisha must have an RTPCR
Negative Test Report of maximum
72 hours before the start of the
journey or a second dose vaccina-
tion certificate. Those without valid
documents will have to undergo
seven days mandatory home/insti-
tutional quarantine.

Weekend Shut Down In Municipality And Nac Areas Of Puri District

(A.O. Bureau)
Puri, Apr 24: In obedi-
ence to the Order vide
No.2057/ R& DM
(DM) dt.19.4.21 of
SRC (Disaster Man-
agement), Govt. of
Odisha, Bhubaneswar,
weekend shutdown will

be imposed in Puri Mu-
nicipality, Pipili NAC,
Konark NAC and
Nimapara NAC on
each Saturdays & Sun-
days w.e.f. 24.4.21, 6
AM till 26.4.21, 5 AM
for which elaborate Po-
lice arrangement has

been made. All the of-
ficers/men have been
sensitized to ensure re-
striction and closure of
all the activities except
the exempted services
as per the guidelines of
SRC, Odisha. Puri
Town has been divided

into 10 zones in which
static deployments have
been made to enforce
the weekend shut
down. Each zone will
function as COVID en-
forcement post, static
enforcement Covid
squad in mobile Covid
enforcement vehicle.
07 PCR vans will in-
tensify patrolling round
the clock in Puri Town.
Similar arrangement
have been made in
Pipili, Nimapara and
Konark NACs. Total
13 Platoons of force,
03 Addl. SsP, 07 DSsP
rank officers, 12 In-
spectors and 30 other
officers have been en-

gaged to enforce
weekend shut down.
All officers have been
briefed to ensure
proper adherence of
the guideline. Same will
continue in future also.
A control room will
function at District Con-
trol Room, Puri to col-
lect and communicate
necessary information
pertaining to the week-
end shutdown. Execu-
tive Magistrates have
been deployed to re-
main in-charge of the
Police force deployed
for enforcement. We
appeal to all to coop-
erate and not to be de-
faulters.

Worker injured after falling into soak pit at SCB MCH

(A.O. Bureau)
Cuttack, Apr 24: A worker sus-
tained injuries after falling into an
under-construction sewerage soak
pit at the SCB Medical College
and Hospital on Friday.  Assistant
Fire Officer Abani Kumar Swain
said that Ali suddenly slipped into
the pit after a portion of the soil
on the upper part of the pit caved
in.By Express News Service A
worker sustained injuries after fall-
ing into an under-construction sew-
erage soak pit at the SCB Medi-
cal College and Hospital on Fri-
day. The 42-year-old Ali Bhoi was
rescued by fire service personnel.
Three to four workers were en-
gaged in digging a sewerage line
soak pit in front of the surgery

ward on the
day. A 10-ft pit
was being dug
for setting up a
cement frame.
While the work
was being car-
ried out by
Public Health
Engineer ing

Organisation (PHEO), the workers
were engaged by a manpower ser-
vice provider.  Assistant Fire Of-
ficer Abani Kumar Swain said that
Ali suddenly slipped into the pit af-
ter a portion of the soil on the up-
per part of the pit caved in. He was
buried chest deep in sand. On be-
ing informed, firefighters rushed to
the spot and rescued him after re-
moving the sand.  A week back,
two workers engaged in cleaning
blockage in a sewage line work died
of asphyxiation while another be-
came critical after being trapped
inside it at CDA Sector-10 in the
city prompting Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik to initiate a probe
and direct stringent action against
PHEO officials for negligence.

Over 1 Kg Brown Sugar
Seized In Odisha; Five Held

(A.O. Bureau)
Khordha, Apr 24: In-
tensifying its crackdown
against the illegal drug
trade, the Special Task
Force (STF) of Crime
Branch arrested five
persons for their alleged
involvement in drug
peddling and seized
over 1kg brown sugar.
Acting on intelligence
input, a team of STF
raided a place on
Khordha Barunei road
on Friday. During the
search the sleuths re-

covered brown sugar
weighing 1.05 kg, a
packing machine and
other incriminating ma-
terials from the posses-
sion of one Bijay
Mohanty of Barunei.
Mohanty revealed dur-
ing an interrogation that
Sk. Jumman alias
Badruddin of
Jhadeswarpur under
Jaleswar police limits,
Soumyajit Parija, Sagar
Behera and Sapan
Bhattacharya of
Jagatsinghpur delivered
the brown sugar to him.
The sleuths then ar-
rested the four persons
on their way Balasore
and seized a car and Rs
Rs 5.3 lakh cash from
them. A STF PS Case
No.15 dated
24.04.2021 U/s. 21(c)/
29 NDPS Act, 1985
was registered.
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EDITORIAL
A matter of life
The Government must quickly address the critical is

sue of oxygen scarcity in hospitals and elsewhere.
With several States, including Delhi, battling a critical
shortfall between the demand and supply of medical
oxygen, the Centre is taking steps to tackle the situation
which is, as Chief Justice of India SA Bobde put it, “al-
most a national emergency”. Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has held marathon meetings — with top bureau-
crats, with the Chief Ministers of the 10 worst-hit States
and with the heads of oxygen-manufacturing companies
— to review the preparedness against COVID-19. The
results of his efforts can be gauged from the fact that
even Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal, who holds
“Modi ji” responsible for everything wrong, thanked him
for raising Delhi’s medical oxygen quota to 480 metric
tonnes. Also, Kejriwal’s advice that a “national plan” is
needed to tackle the pandemic should be taken seri-
ously as the level of cooperation the States are showing
in this hour of crisis is not very encouraging. In the meet-
ing with the PM, Kejriwal suggested that the Centre
should take over the oxygen facilities or plants through
the Army and its personnel should be deployed to es-
cort the trucks/tankers transporting oxygen so that it safely
reaches its destination. The Delhi Government’s com-
plaint — that Uttar Pradesh and Haryana are stopping
the tankers carrying oxygen to Delhi— reveals a grim
scenario which mocks at “cooperative federalism”. The
seriousness of the situation can be assessed from the
fact that the Indian Air Force has pressed its C-17
Globemasters and Il-76 heavy lift aircraft to ferry big
oxygen tankers to the critical cities. The current situation
also raises some pertinent, though uncomfortable, ques-
tions: Is politics above the interest of citizens? If it is not
a breakdown of cooperative federalism, what else is it?
However, the answers to these questions should be best
left to the Governments concerned. At this point, it’s more
important to deal with the existential crisis facing us. It’s
time for the Government to ramp up the production of
medical oxygen manifold by lending whatever support it
can to the private manufacturers. Also, it’s a critical time
to ensure that oxygen delivery takes place directly from
the plants to hospitals without any hiccups. It seems that
it’s a race against time for humanity, and we have no
option but to win.

Livelihood' a Mission or achievable goal?

The resurgence of pandemic has
again put the many livelihood to
straw, forcing the outward to
come back to find suitable av-
enue for  employment  in
state.The livelihood mission'one
found remain only in stalwart vi-
sionary sentences while it's
workabil-
ity perco-
la te  to
t h o s e
n e e d y
l a y e r s !
D e s p i t e
h u g e
f u n d s
from in-
t e r n a -
t i o n a l ,
national
support agencies through sev-
eral channels one finds that ex-
cept few,most remains to work
out yet, like the Mayurbhanj
Sabai Board' which was started
on the vision & allocation of Biju
Babu in 1995 with a corpus
of?10 lakhs as he saw the great
potential in it as more than half
of population in this tribal dis-
trict earning their livelihood from
sabai grass.Two decades later it
is found left as unorganised sec-
tor instead of developing it as a
solid viable livelihood Institution
capable of changing the lives of
millions! Similarly a recent ef-
forts of two entrepreneurs to
cultivate stevia'- a sort of'meethi

tulsi' having its rich sweetening
properties, largely used by dia-
betics though catapulted into a
project but interestingly our govt
have no provision for its subsi-
dies support'as told by officials!
Stevia is a high cash crops and
people in HP, Uttarakhand are
earning in crores for its big de-
mands but our govt has yet to
covered under  i t s  subsidy
support.Pandemic resulting in
huge loss of livelihood of millions
despite tall claims of livelihood

program
by govt ,
the  t ime
has  ar-
r ived to
spruce up
e x i s t i n g
m e c h a -
nism and
resources
by seek-
i n g ,
adopting,

incorporating scholarly views in
area specific manner,eg: sabai
may be basis of livelihood in
tribal Mayurbhanj, Keonjhar but
millet for Gajapati, Rayagada,
Koraput etc as one model can
not be worked out for all districts
though some models can.It
seems livelihood mission has so
far remained a mission in pages
of papers, this remains to work
out by involving the community
stakeholders experts in working
on modalities on the available
resources of a dist region to
flooded livelihood activities to
millions in this critical times than
only we could boast of its over-
all success.

Blame game
An alarmed Centre is deflecting towards States the ris

ing public anger over COVID mishandling. Forget
good governance. If there is something our politicians are
good at, it is shifting blame and shirking responsibility when
things turn southwards. However, the behaviour of a ruling
party, with an absolute majority and not shackled by coali-
tion politics, should not be governed by the politics of sur-
vival but by the dharma of accountability, fair play and co-
operative federalism, especially when the nation is facing
the biggest global health emergency in living memory. Sadly,
the BJP Government at the Centre has been found wanting
where the handling of the Coronavirus pandemic’s second
wave is concerned. To be fair, except for the migrant crisis,
most aspects of the first wave were handled by the Centre
and the industry with grit and determination; and the result
was we did fairly well in ramping up our crumbling healthcare
system, creating ventilators, drugs, PPEs, vaccines and so
on. But the Centre was certainly not prepared for the sec-
ond wave and the complacency on many levels has led to
the current mess in the country. There is shortage of hospi-
tal beds, oxygen, plasma, live-saving drugs, ICUs, respira-
tors, vaccines and people are dying even as the focus of
our political leaders is on elections. Now, instead of focus-
ing on handling this health emergency, the BJP is busy sav-
ing its own skin. Shaken by adverse ground reports over
the Centre’s (mis)handling of the second wave, the ruling
party has changed tack and started shifting the blame on to
the States. As families, seeing their loved ones turned away
from hospitals and dying, direct their anger towards the Gov-
ernment, the BJP has decided to deflect this angst towards
the States to ensure against any negative political fallout. Its
first step has been to allow half the COVID-19 vaccines to
go to the States directly through the open market, instead
of centralised distribution as was being done till now. The
States — already reeling under financial pressure — will
have to buy vaccines at a much higher price than was being
paid by the Centre to the Serum Institute of India (SII).
While the SII will supply Covishield to States at Rs 400 per
dose and Rs 600 per jab to private hospitals, it was sup-
plying the same at Rs 150 per dose to the Centre. As the
tussle for oxygen goes on between the States and the Cen-
tre, Union Health Minister Harsh Vardhan recently singled
out the non-BJP-ruled States for “politicising” the outbreak
and accused them of “not doing enough” to control the vi-
rus’ spread. He conveniently forgot that Karnataka, a BJP-
ruled State, has the third-highest caseload. And what about
the dire situation in the BJP-ruled Uttar Pradesh, Gujarat,
Goa, Ladakh and Himachal Pradesh? There are several
indicators on which the BJP-ruled States are performing as
bad, if not worse, as the Opposition-ruled States. It is time
the Centre realises that playing politics, abdicating respon-
sibility, shifting blame and finger-pointing are not going to
get the nation out of the COVID quagmire. Leading from
the front and taking strong, quick decisions are.

The doublespeak on the pandemic
The Government using the
lockdowns, curfews and sundry
other curbs in the name of pub-
lic health concerns is just a
façade. One swallow doesn’t
make  a  summer  bu t  one
Ambani, Anmol, speaking out
against the lockdown makes for
an interesting situation. Re-
cently, the son of Anil Ambani
lashed out against the Govern-
ment  for  impos ing  a  new
lockdown while the politicians
were busy addressing poll ral-
lies in Bengal and other States.
This exposes their doublespeak
and begs the question: Does
COVID-19 spare the polling
States where Narendra Modi
and Amit Shah address massive
rallies? Thousands of security
and election personnel have
been moving from district to dis-
trict, potentially becoming su-
per-spreaders  themselves .
Keep in mind that most of these
rallies are attended by people
who don’t follow any social dis-
tancing or wear masks. Anmol
is quite right when he questions
the definition of “essential ser-
vices”. A waiter/server or night
shift cab/auto driver is also do-
ing essential work for his fam-
ily; why is their work not es-
sential? They have already been
hit hard due to the previous cur-
fews and lockdowns. Why are
there restrictions when the mor-
tality rate for India is reportedly
about  1 .12  per  cent?  The
chances of a family or a person
dying from hunger and depres-
sion are much higher than the
probabi l i ty  of  dying from
COVID. Besides, these figures
don’t distinguish people with
comorbidities. My own uncle
passed away after battling can-
cer for over a year. His health
was at its worst when he got in-
fected with COVID-19 in the

hospital. His case was not clas-
sified as a cancer death but as
COVID-19 death. There are
thousands of other cases too that
have been reclassified, and the
Government is not really being
transparent on the real dangers
of COVID, or maybe it plans to
use the viral disease as a shield
for announcing more sinister
schemes. Away from the Ambani
High tower, Rakesh Tikait thinks
similarly. He has openly stated
that the Government will use
lockdowns and curfew to remove
the farmer encampments at
Delhi’s borders. It was also no
surprise that days before his ral-
lies in Rajasthan and Gujarat, the
States mandated the RT-PCR
test as an essential requirement
for entry and imposed curfews
and lockdowns. The chronology
further proves Anmol’s point,
that lockdowns are being used
for political advantage, for “con-
trol” and not for “safety” or
“health”. Tikait has warned the
Government that it should not
mistake the farmers’ agitation for
Shaheen Bagh protests. Anmol
endorses Tikait’s views that “the

farmer and his soil are being
corporatised and colonised”
(using COVID19). Branching
off a bit, why has Delhi imposed
a night curfew? Arvind Kejriwal
is one of the most respected
Chief Ministers and also a tech-
nocrat. He ought to know that
10 pm-5 am is the time of least
activity and may not have any
impact on the COVID numbers,
but it will definitely have a deep
impact on the livelihoods of
lakhs of Delhiites who work
night shifts, and the food indus-
try, apart from others. One
hopes that Kejriwal sees sense
and does not play into the BJP’s
hands. The Delhi curfew needs
to be lifted; it is directed to-
wards the farmers’ revolution
and a further “transfer of wealth”
and  no t  fo r  the  hea l th  o f
Delhiites. Anmol “dares to be
naive”, as his Twitter bio states,
by speaking out against the
great “transfer of wealth” done
by looting ordinary people.
Keep in mind that his own family
is the beneficiary of this “loot”,
and still he has the courage to
speak out. Bravo! Both Adani

and Reliance have grown to be
economic behemoths during the
lockdown and now control ev-
erything — from your cooking oil
to  the  a i rpor ts .  Any more
lockdowns will only kill small
businesses and traders, along
with farmers, and taking advan-
tage of the economic meltdown
will be the new emperors of In-
dia. His most dire warning, es-
pecially coming from an Ambani,
should jolt even the most con-
servative among us: “To control
every aspect of your life — a
technocracy exactly like China
— a totalitarian bio-surveillance
fascist State controlled from the
outside.” But could this really
happen? Think for a second
about the Aroyga Setu app,
which even Rahul Gandhi said
was a “sophisticated surveillance
tool ”; now add thousands of
CCTV cameras deployed all
over our cities, with AI-based
Aadhaar-equipped facial recog-
nition systems and newer digital
control tools like vaccine app,
and so on. Today, India has
moved way past China when it
comes to citizen surveillance and
domestic espionage. As you read
this, thousands of IB operatives
are reporting on the farmers’
revolutions across the country,
sending in live feeds for a cloud-
based AI to compute and track
citizens. The Modi Government
has already built a strong Big
Brother State, which is watching
you each time you take off your
mask or speed past 50kmph. The
digital dictatorship is already
upon us; Anmol has done a cou-
rageous act by exposing it. This
step may put his own life at risk,
yet he has acted for us all. We
must understand this new threat
and prepare ourselves to battle
COVID19 and the Government’s
tyranny together.

Indra Shekhar singh

Janakiballav Dash
National Fellow
Mob.9861470011

Advantages Of Virtual Learning
Vijay GarG Ex.PES-1

Former Principal
Govt Girls Sen Sec
school, MHR, Malout
Punjab

The many benefits of online educa-
tion, you’ll find virtual learning al-
lows you to enjoy a more flexible
schedule, can reduce the cost of
your degree, and can allow you to
more easily develop your career
alongside furthering your education.
Yet, staying on task and being self-
motivated can be challenging in its
own way; which is part of the rea-
son why online learning isn’t right
for everyone. By understanding
more about the advantages and dis-
advantaged of virtual learning, you
can get a better idea of whether it
might be suitable for you and your
educational and career goals.
1. Flexibility as a Benefit of Online
Schools: Among the many advan-
tages of an online education, you’ll
find virtual classrooms are great for
people who are advancing their
education while working. In a tra-
ditional classroom, lectures will be
scheduled at a specific time of day
and your schedule will be formed
around the availability of classes. If
you’re currently employed and
courses aren’t available after your
working hours, it can be difficult to
juggle a course load in addition to
your work duties.
2. Cost Advantages of Online
Learning: Education can be expen-
sive, but virtual learning can pro-
vide a number of ways for students
to save. Not having to commute to
campus can help you save on trans-
portation costs. It also means sav-
ing time because you don’t need to
travel to-and-from campus. Every
year, the average student spends

more than a thousand dollars on text-
books and course materials.
3. Advantages of Virtual Learning
with Course Variety: Among the
many educational benefits of virtual
learning, some are easier to identify.
Online courses allow you to earn
essentially the same range of differ-
ent degrees that can be earned from
a traditional educational environment.
That includes learning certificates and
professional certifications to master’s
degrees or doctoral degrees.
4. Career Advancement Opportunity
Benefits of Virtual Learning:
Just like courses taken in a traditional
classroom setting, virtual learning can
provide you with a number of career
advancement opportunities. But
online students have better opportu-
nities to collaborate with international
classmates, and often have more in-
dividual contact with other students.
Students may also receive more one-
on-one time with their professor with
virtual learning, which is beneficial for
both learning and networking.
There are many advantages to vir-
tual learning that can help you
sharpen your skills and grow in
your career. Courses taught online
provide students the flexibility to
learn on their own schedule, instead
of a mandatory class time. Online
courses, including those taught at
Drexel cost less than traditional on-
campus courses, making them
more affordable. Virtual courses
give students more selection in their
courses. In a face-to-face setting,
courses taught at the same time
fore students to choose between
courses they like. Lastly, virtual
learning gives students access to
classmates all around the world,
providing networking opportunities
you can't get through an on-cam-
pus program.
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Valuable teak Timber, logs and sizes are
seized by MalKangiri forest Range

(A.O. Bureau)
Malkangiri, Apr 24:
Today valuable timber
size teak wood were
seized by MalKangiri
forest Range.  A team
from the forest depart-
ment, led by forest of-
ficer Jagannath Prasad
Bishoy, on the orders
of Malkangiri divisional
Forest Officer Mr
Pradeep devidas
Mirse, raided near the
Tamasa river close to
Kamaliguda village un-
der Tumasapalli
panchayat in the
Korukonda block .
The forest department
confiscated 9 Teak logs

and 36 sized teak
wood from the raid.
The total area of ??the
seized timber is 60 cu-
bic feet.  The market
value of the seized tim-
ber is estimated at Rs
2 lakh.  Two suspects
have been detained at
the scene and are be-
ing questioned.  Further
investigations are un-
derway to gather the
full details of the inci-
dent and apprehend the
main accused.  The
Malkangiri Forest De-
partment has filed a for-
est criminal case and is
investigating. In the last
15 days, the forest de-

partment has raided the
village of Kamaliguda
on the Tamasa River
and confiscated a large
quantity of timber, along
with two tractors, as
well as four accused.
Kamaliguda villagers
and former sarpanches
were also involved in
today's raids, seizures
and preliminary inves-
tigations.  All foresters
and Forest Guards per-
sonnel, including
Parandripani forester
Mohan Gudia, MV 17
forester Divakar Jena,
Korukonda forester
Rajesh Kumar Sethi,
took part in the raid.

Strong oppose by the Maoist to operation
"prahar' passange train stopped for 2 hour

(A.O. Bureau)
Malkangiri, Apr 24:
Naxals oppose opera-
tion prahar,  Yesterday,
Chattisgarh Malkangiri
boarder  stopped a
passenger train in
Danteodwada district
on the Chhattisgarh
border. ?? per infor-
mation in between the
jungle area of Bacheli

and Vansi  hundreds of
Maoist trails the rail-
way road after halting
the passanger are  col-
lapsed  in afraid . They
attached Posters adorn
and told comming 26th
will be bharat bandh
and  some Mao
distribured the posters
to passengers to post .
The Naxals opened a

buggy and engine after
the train stopped there
for more than two
hours.  However, with
the help of an engine ,
the train reached
Kirandul with passen-
gers in a safe condi-
tion.  Police arrived at
the scene this morning
and began an investi-
gation.

Webinar on “Teaming to Restore Earth-An Initiative by CUO” on Earth Day 2021
(A.O. Bureau)
Koraput, Apr 24: On the
occasion of Earth Day
2021, a webinar titled
‘Teaming to Restore
Earth-An Initiative by
CUO’ was held at the
Central University of
Odisha, organised by
the School of
Biodiversity and Con-
servation of Natural Re-
sources. Prof. K.
Kameswar Rao, Visiting
Professor of CUO and
Former Professor of
Environmental Science,
Andhra University deliv-
ered a lecture on the
above subject. Inaugu-
rating the webinar, Vice-

Chancellor of CUO
Prof. I. Ramabrahmam,
expressed his concern
for large scale environ-
mental degradation and
called upon scientists

and social scientists not
only to create awareness
but also to embark upon
projects/ actions leading
to large scale scientific
plantation drives to bring

greenery all around. He
stressed upon creating a
scientific temper and
awareness among the uni-
versity community that
can help restore our Earth.

Prof. Sharat Kumar
Palita, Dean, School of
Biodiversity and Conser-
vation of Natural Re-
sources delivered the wel-
come address.

Tata Steel BSL supplies Liquid Medical Oxygen
(LMO) fortreatment of COVID-19patients

n 56 tons of Liquid Medical Oxygen (LMO)

supplied for various hospitals in Odisha

n 185 tons of Liquid Medical Oxygen (LMO)

supplied to the Government of Telangana

n There is also plan to supply LMO to other

states in need

(A.O. Bureau)
Dhenkanal, Apr 24:
Government of India
has set up a committee
which reviews the pro-
duction, consumption
and stocks available at
all the steel plant in the
country. They have al-
located distribution of
Liquid Medical Oxy-
gen (LMO) from each
steel plant to various
states. Responding to
the national urgency,
Tata Steel BSL, as part
of our group's commit-
ment to the cause, has
stepped in to supply
LMO from our plant
situated at
Narendrapur in
Dhenkanal district, to
required places.  We
have already supplied

56 tons of LMOfor
various hospitals in
Odisha through two
Angulbased agencies
by April 24, 2021.
Similarly 185 tons of
LMO have been sent to
the Government of
Telangana by April 24,
2021. Out of the 10
tankers used to sent
LMO to Telangana, 7
were airlifted by Indian
Air Force to
Bhubaneswar airport
from where our own
vehicles escorted the

tankers to the plant.
Local police adminis-
tration is escorting the
tankers on the high
way on their retrun
journey. We will be
supplying 40 tons of
LMO to Telangana
daily.  Tata Steel BSL
is proud to be part of
this national fight
against COVID-19
pandemic and stands
committed to continue
such support to the
community and the na-
tion.

One More Area Declared Micro
Containment Zone In Odisha’s Steel City

(A.O. Bureau)
Rourkela, Apr 24:
Following detection of
more number of
COVID-19 positive
cases, the Rourkela
Municipal Corpora-
tion (RMC) today de-
clared one more area
as Micro Containment
Zone. Issuing a fresh
order, RMC Com-
missioner Dibyajyoti

Parida declared PF
Colony of Industrial
Estate as Micro Con-
tainment Zone. Sev-
eral measures will be
taken for active con-

tract tracing and to
contain further spread
of the virus in the area.
As part of the mea-
sures, all vehicular
movements, both pub-
lic transport and per-
sonal movement will
be stopped in the
area. All inhabitants
within the containment
zone will strictly re-
main indoors. How-

ever, supply of essen-
tials and medical re-
quirements will be en-
sured through various
teams formed by the
urban local body.

Ganjam braces for Covid-19 surge with 6,000 beds

(A.O. Bureau)
Ganjam, Apr 24: Ganjam
will keep ready 6,000
beds in all three sub divi-
sions to take on the
Covid-19 surge in the dis-
trict. This will not include
Berhampur Municipal
Corporation (BeMC) lim-
its. Collector Vijay
Amruta Kulange who held
a virtual meeting with dis-
trict level officials on Fri-
day said each block will
have at least three tempo-

rary medical centres
(TMCs) with 200 beds.
Two ambulances with
oxygen support will be
kept at all panchayats and
officials will keep a strict
vigil on management of
patients at TMCs. For
smooth management, a
Whatsapp group will be
formed comprising of all
concerned officials. Unin-
terrupted power supply
will be provided to TMCs
and CCCs and doctors

have been asked to treat
asymptomatic patients
without asking for test re-
ports. Returnees from
West Bengal will be ac-
commodated at TMCs’
isolation centres for which
an administrative officer
and a health officer will be
put in charge.  He directed
that all medical services,
except emergency ones,
be put on hold for a
month. All outpatient ser-
vices at urban areas are

closed for a month and
doctors have been asked
to treat Covid patients.
Urging people to strictly
follow Covid guidelines,
he said locals must avoid
visiting government offices
and contact emergency
services phone number
that is being circulated by
the administration. Per-
sons in home isolation will
be closely monitored. The
Collector said the “Pancha
Sutri” programme will be
followed strictly. Mean-
while, positive cases seem
to have shown a decline
in the past two days,
down to 67 including 36
in BeMC limits along with
two deaths. Administra-
tion has declared
Adapada village under
Sanakhemudi block as
containment zone follow-
ing return of around 585
migrants of whom some
are symptomatic.

Army man reaches for an acre on the moon for son’s birthday
(A.O. Bureau)
Jagatsinghpur, Apr 24:
Reaching for the moon is
neither limited to being
an adage nor unthinkable
these days. Recently, an
Army jawan belonging to
Susanga of
Jagatsinghpur, bought
one acre of land on the
moon to gift his son on
his first birthday.  The

jawan Amarendra Barik
received the certificate of
property registration is-
sued by the International
Lunar Land Registry
(ILLR) at New York
mentioning the location

of the land, its longitude,
and latitude, earlier this
week. “I wanted to gift
my son Sai Spandan
something special on his
first birthday on May 15.
So I thought of buying
him land on the moon”,
said Barik, who spent Rs
50,000 for the purpose.
After the birth of his son
last year, Barik had ap-

proached ILLR through
an email seeking its per-
mission to buy land on
the moon. Soon, he re-
ceived the nod and sub-
mitted documents for
registration.

Fishing ban jacks up seafood price in Kendrapara
(A.O. Bureau)
Kendrapara, Apr 24:
Prices of seafood have
skyrocketed across the
district soon after closure
of Odisha border with
Andhra Pradesh in a bid
to contain the spread of

Covid-19. As it is the
fishing ban in the sea had
already made many va-
rieties of fish and prawn
expensive and out of
reach for consumers.
Rajendra Behera (45), a
fish vendor of Rajnagar
said the price of seafood
has increased by 30 to
100 per cent due to the

fishing ban. The situation
is similar at Kendrapara,
Pattamundai, Patkura
and Mahakalapada fish
markets. The prices of
popular sea fish like
Kani, Pomfret, Khainga,
Khuranta, Bhetki,

Khasuli, Eel, Stingray,
prawns and others
have soared in last one
week.  While the price
of Pomfret, which  usu-
ally sells for Rs 250 per
kg has gone up to Rs
400 per kg, the price of
Kani has increased to
Rs 200 per kg from Rs
150 per kg.

Sambalpur University staff suicide: Rs 8 lakh ex-gratia for kin
(A.O. Bureau): An emergency meeting of the Syn-
dicate of Sambalpur University’s was held amid
heavy deployment of police on Friday to discuss
demands put forth by the employees’ union follow-
ing death of a contractual employee Dinabandhu
Mishra who committed suicide near the office of
Vice Chancellor on April 20. Deputy registrar of
the university, Shyamaprashad Rout said the char-
ter of demands submitted by the employees union
was placed before the syndicate members and de-
cisions taken after thorough discussions.
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Ajay Devgn: I was completely gung-ho about normalcy, this second wave has got me worried
Mumbai, Apr 24: Actor
Ajay Devgn talks about
the second wave of
Covid, and how he is
pinning his hopes on the
vaccination. It has been
almost a week since
Maharashtra an-
nounced a 15-day shut-
down and shoots were
immediately stalled amid
the second wave of
Covid-19. However,
until recently, a host of
actors had been busy
reviving the business
shooting and releasing
new projects, and Ajay
Devgn was leading from
the front. He had com-
pleted almost two
months’ shoot for his
directorial, MayDay,
and also for his upcom-
ing film, Maidaan. Ask
him how does the year
look for him now, and
he says, “In January I
was hopeful. I had com-
pleted 60 odd days of
MayDay without a hitch
and I got into shooting

for Maidaan and
Gangubai Kathiawadi (a
special appearance). I
shot for a couple of
commercials, too. I was
completely gung-ho
about normalcy. But,
this second wave has
got me worried. Like I
said, the threat of
COVID-19 is far from
over.” Pinning all his
hopes on the vaccina-
tion programme, the 52-

year-old hopes the vac-
cine will bring relief.
Much like others, the
experience of working
with all the SOPs (Stan-
dard Operating Proce-
dures) being followed
on set was certainly a
different one for Devgn
as well. He tells us,
“Covid-19 is like a
Damocles sword hang-
ing over our heads.
Masks, face-shields,

sanitisers, getting the unit
tested every 48 hours,
it’s a huge challenge.
However, since the vac-
cine is now a reality,
we’re hoping things will
change.” Talking about
work that’s keeping him
occupied, we prod him
more about MayDay
which brings him to-
gether with Amitabh
Bachchan. The actor
has, in the past, also

helmed the action-
thriller Shivaay and U,
Me Aur Hum. So,
which out of two — act-
ing and direction — ex-
cites him more? “All as-
pects of cinema thrill
me,” he says, adding,
“Acting has its own
charm especially when
you work with filmmak-
ers who are masters of
their craft. Direction is
another ball game.” As
far as he is concerned,
he confesses constantly
being in the in director
mode. “I cannot stop
thinking of how a shot
should be taken,
whether I am taking it
or some other director
is. It’s hard to choose
between acting and di-
recting. I enjoy technol-
ogy, I love VFX. Mak-
ing a motion picture is a
work of passion. I can-
not choose between act-
ing and filmmaking be-
cause I enjoy both,”
concludes Devgn.

Eight Health Benefits Of Stevia

New Delhi, Apr 24:
Stevia is the name given
to a green leafy herbal
plant, which is native to
South America and has
been used for hundreds
of years because of its
extremely sweet leaves.
Stevia glycosides,
mainly stevioside and
rebaudioside are the
active compounds re-
sponsible for its sweet-
ness. Stevia has re-
ceived its recent fame
as being an artificial
sweetener that is more
than 40x sweeter than
sugar but does not af-
fect blood sugar levels.
It also does not
hrereave the negative
side effects on the body,
unlike normal sugar and
is useful especially for
diabetics. It has more
than 240 species of
shrubs and small flow-
ering plants in the
Asteraceae family,
which is the same fam-
ily as sunflowers. Stevia
is known by different

names, including sweet
leaf or sugar leaf, but the
formal scientific name is
Stevia rebaudiana. It
grows in the tropical
portions of North and
South America, but it
isn’t well-known as a
plant. As more and more
research emerges about
this wonderful new op-
tion for people on car-
bohydrate-controlled
diets, the number of
countries who are ap-
proving stevia as a
sweetener and a food
additive has been rising.
In 2011, the EU gave
permission for stevia to
be used throughout the
27 nations too. The
health benefits of stevia
include diabetes man-
agement, weight loss,
skin care, and much
more. Let us explore
some of its health ben-
efits in detail.
1. Controls Diabetes:
The most widely praised
aspect of stevia for hu-
man health concerns is its

ability to regulate blood
sugar levels in the body.
This is an ideal replace-
ment for normal sugar for
diabetics or people on
carbohydrate-controlled
diets because they can
eat sweet foods without
having to worry about
diabetic complications.
Opposed to sucrose,
which is what normal
table sugar consists of,
stevia sweetens food in
a similar way as sugar,
but it contains stevioside,
which is a non-carbohy-
drate glycoside com-
pound. As explained
above, when stevioside
breaks down, the glu-
cose-containing particles
are absorbed by the
bacteria in the colon,
rather than being ab-
sorbed into the blood-
stream and affecting glu-
cose levels in the body.
2. Weight Loss: Stevia
is very low in calories
and is anywhere from
40-300x sweeter than
sugar, depending on the

prevalence of certain
extracts in the species
variety. This means that
people can eat foods
like cakes, cookies, and
candies made with
stevia without worrying
about gaining plenty of
calories from sugars, so
they won’t hurt their
chances of successfully
losing weight. This can
also help in controlling
excess sugar content in
children’s diet.
3. Regulates Blood
Pressure: As mentioned,
stevioside is a type of gly-
coside, but there are
other glycosides in stevia
that can actually relax the
blood vessels, increase
urination, and facilitate
the elimination of sodium
from the body. This
means that less stress is
put on the cardiovascu-
lar system and there can
be a drop in blood pres-
sure, which protects
heart health and prevents
certain conditions such
as atherosclerosis, heart
attacks, and strokes.
4. Prevents Cancer: The
rich source of antioxi-
dant compounds found
in stevia makes it an
ideal dietary supplement
for various cancer pre-
vention including pan-
creatic cancer. Querce-
tin, kaempferol, and the
other glycoside com-
pounds in stevia help to
eliminate free radicals in
the body, thereby pre-
venting them from mu-
tating healthy cells into
cancer cells. Antioxi-
dants also help to pre-

vent premature aging,
cognitive malfunction,
and various other con-
ditions like heart dis-
ease.
5. Lowers Cholesterol
Levels: Studies show
that consumption of
stevia leads to signifi-
cant reduction in bad
cholesterol, triglyceride,
and LDL levels. And,
increased levels of
HDL, which is healthy
cholesterol and is essen-
tial for good lipid pro-
file.
6. Oral Health: Stevia
has been found [8] to
reduce bacterial forma-
tion in the mouth, mak-
ing it a popular additive
for toothpastes and
mouthwashes. It also
prevents cavities and
gingivitis, which sucrose
certainly doesn’t do!
7. Skin Care: Stevia is
useful against skin con-
ditions [9] such as ec-
zema and dermatitis.
Topical application in-
hibits the spread of bac-
teria and acts as a ste-
roid in these situations,
making it a popular op-
tion for many people
who can’t get relief from
these conditions.
8. Prevents Osteoporo-
sis: Stevia, unlike sugar,
aids in increasing bone
mineral density and treat
osteoporosis. A study
on animals shows its
importance in increased
calcium metabolism.
Researchers are trying
to find out different
ways it could be used
for human health.

Kangana invites criticism after calling Taapsee 'she-man' on Twitter
New Delhi, Apr 24: En-
dorsing a 'definition'
that called Taapsee
Pannu a sasti copy of,
and 'Walmart version'
of herself, Kangana
Ranaut has called the
Thappad star 'She-
Man'. Actor Kangana
Ranaut has endorsed a
"definition" of actor
Taapsee Pannu, and
also called her 'she-
man'. The Twitter ac-
count of Urban Dictio-
nary had posted a defi-
nition of Taapsee.
"Taapsee Pannu is
bollywood actress

known for her befitting
replies. She's also
called as the "Sasti
Copy" of Indian super-
star and padma shri re-
cipient - Kangana
Ranaut. She is also a
member of Pappu
Gang. Taapsee Pannu is
a walmart version of
Kangana Ranaut," Ur-
ban Dictionary's tweet
read. Kangana shared
the tweet and wrote,
"Ha ha ha She-man will
be very happy today."
Reacting to her tweet,
many Twitter users
criticised Kangana's
'bullying' of Taapsee.
"Then what's the differ-

ence between you and
Bullywood? All that
standing up for Sushant
only to turn around and
do similar to someone
else," she wrote. "She
is as good actress as
you. But she is defi-
nitely a better person
that you. Your support
and cheap ha ha ha tells
a lot about you.
Shame," wrote another.
"Kangana don't do this
kind of tweets it's go-
ing to damage ur image
please don't do. It's of
requests. We all love
uh. We can't see uh in

troubles," read another
tweet. Recently,
Taapsee thanked
Kangana when she re-
ceived a Filmfare
award for her perfor-
mance in Thappad.
“Thank you so much
Kangana for pushing
the boundaries. The
benchmark of your
performances just
keeps going higher ev-
ery year," she said.
Taapsee also thanked
Deepika Padukone,
Vidya Balan and Janhvi
Kapoor. Kangana also
responded to the
speech and tweeted,
"Thank you @taapsee

well deserved Vimal
elaichi filmfare
award.... no one de-
serves it more than
you." Kangana's sister
Rangoli Chandel had
earlier called Taapsee
"cheap version" of the
actor. "Kuch log
Kangana ko copy kar
ke he apni dukaan
chalate hain (Some
people are running their
shops by copying
Kangana), magar pls
note, they never ac-
knowledge her not
even a mention of her
name in praising the
trailer, last I heard
Taapsee ji said
Kangana needs a
double filter and
Tapsee ji you need to
stop being a sasti
copy," she tweeted in
2019. In response,
Taapsee had said, “Se-
riously, I will not
apologise for my hon-
est opinion. I did not
know that she has a
patent on curly hair be-
cause I born with curly
hair, and my parents
are responsible for that.
So, I cannot apologies
for that either. Rest, I
do not know what else
I have copied. How-
ever, if I am a copy of
a good actress like her
(Kangana) -- and I al-
ways maintain that she
is a good actress -- I
take it as a compliment.
I am also called ‘sasti’
(cheap). Yes, I am not
the highest-paid ac-
tress, so that way you
can call me ‘sasti’.”

Has Alia dropped her cats over at Neetu's?
Mumbai, Apr 24: Ac-
tor Neetu Kapoor is
building new friend-
ships and her son
Ranbir Kapoor's girl-
friend Alia Bhatt is be-
hind it. In her latest
post, Neetu revealed
that she has a new
friend, Alia's pet cat
Edward.  Neetu
posted the picture on
Instagram Stories and
wrote, "My new friend
Edward friendship
started with a wink."
Alia often shares pics
with Edward. Last
month,  Sharing a
closeup picture of her
holding Edward close
to her, she wrote:
"Eternal." Her sister
Shaheen Bhatt called
it  her 'heart '  and
dropped a red heart
emoji as well in the
comment box. Once,
Alia had posted an
image with Edward
and captioned it, "My
muse." Another time,

sharing a cute picture
of another of her pets,
a black cat whom she
named Juniper, she
had written: "When all
else fails turn cat
paparazzi." Neetu of-

ten shares pictures
with Alia on her
Instagram page. After
dating for some time,
Alia and Ranbir have
confirmed their rela-
tionship and are com-
fortable showering
love for each other in
public. He even sug-
gested recently that
marriage was on the
cards, and they might
have tied the knot had

it not been for the pan-
demic. After a long
break due to the pan-
demic, Alia returned
to sets and completed
the shoot of her up-
coming fi lm with

Sanjay Leela
Bhansali, Gangubai
Kathiawadi. The film
is based on a chapter
from fi lm writer
Hussain Zaidi's book
Mafia Queens of
Mumbai, about the
madam of a brothel in
Kamathipura. The
shoot has been sus-
pended again amid
the second wave of the
Covid-19 pandemic.

Mortal Kombat movie review: A delightfully gory and thrilling experience that fans will love
New Delhi, Apr 24:
Simon McQuoid’s Mor-
tal Kombat does not re-
ally lift that curse, if that’s
what it is, but for the fans
of the series, it comes as
a blessing. It has its is-
sues, and is not a flaw-
less victory, by any
stretch of imagination,
but it more than delivers
on its promise of being a

faithful, entertaining
Mortal Kombat movie
with plenty of callbacks
and winks to hardcore
fans. The movie, like the
games, is about a fic-
tional universe made up
of eighteen realms or
worlds, in which the
Earthrealm or earth is
one. If the chosen war-
riors of a particular realm

defeat the warrior of an-
other in the titular tour-
nament, the victorious
realm is allowed to con-
quer the vanquished one.
The story begins with a
flashback from 17th cen-
tury: a corker of a scene
in which Joe Taslim ‘s
Bi-Han (later to become
Sub-Zero) of the Lin
Kuei clan murders the

Hasashi is also killed by
Bi-Han. But his baby
girl, safe in her crib, sur-
vives. Fast-forward to
21st century, our hero in
the movie is Cole Young
(Lewis Tan), an original
character created for the
movie. An MMA fighter
in America, he lives with
his wife and young
daughter and was born

with a mysterious dragon
mark on his chest. He is
approached by Jax
(Mehcad Brooks), who
together with Sonya
Blade (Jessica
McNamee) apprises
him about an assassin
hunting him and other
warriors of Earthrealm:
Sub-Zero. Mortal
Kombat, however, fal-

ters when it comes to the
story. It does its job, but
only just. For those who
are unfamiliar with the
lore, not everything will
make sense. The con-
versations, when they do
happen, are hurried as
though the characters
want to jump on to the
next action scene as
soon as possible.

wife and son of the last
surviving Shirai Ryu war-

rior Hanzo Hasashi
(Hiroyuki Sanada).
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Ravi's ability to infuse confidence in youngsters is unbelievable: Sunil Gavaskar

New Delhi, Apr 24: Ef-
fusive in his praise for
national cricket coach
Ravi Shastri, former In-
dia captain Sunil
Gavaskar on Saturday
called him an "incred-
ible" mentor with an
"unbelievable" ability to
motivate youngsters
even in their lowest
phases. Gavaskar's
view was seconded by
the national team's
bowling coach Bharath
Arun. "Just 10-15 min-
utes with Ravi Shastri
after a practice session.
You know Ravi has got
the ability to give so
much confidence to
youngsters, it's unbeliev-

able," Gavaskar said
during a webinar to
mark the book launch of
'1971: The Beginning of
India's Cricketing
Greatness' published by
Harper Collins. "If he
(Shastri) believes in their
ability and talent, there
is no better man than
Ravi Shastri to give en-
couragement to that
youngster. He will scold
you, tell you off but at
the same time, he will tell
you what you can do to
get better, he will actu-
ally demonstrate to
you," said Gavaskar.
The batting icon was
also all praise for Arun,
who has groomed a

world-class crop of fast
bowlers playing in the
same era, a rarity in In-
dian cricket. "Then you
have Bharat, when you
talk to some of the seam
bowlers who did splen-
didly during the second
half of the Australia tour,
they are all full of praise
for Bharat as to how he
guided them. "That's
what these youngsters
need to do. Spend as
much time possible with
Ravi Shastri and Bharat
Arun. There are no bet-
ter persons than these
two when you are hav-
ing self doubts,"
Gavaskar said. "You
need people around you

who believe in you, and
tell you 'yes you can do
it'," the iconic batsman
said. On to the batsmen
and Gavaskar said a top
international willow-
wielder is always a ju-
dicious blend of talent
and temperament. "I
have always believed
that it's temperament
which separates the men
from boys. If talent and
temperament are mar-
ried, it will always turn
out to be a good mar-
riage. "There are times
when you feel they are
not very confident of
themselves and and they
are having self doubts, I
think those self doubts
are natural in a young
man's life... "So sit with
people who are confi-
dent, believe in your
abilities and honestly this
Indian team is so
blessed to have the sup-
port staff they have."
Fast bowlers are like
race horses that have to
be nurtured with utmost
care to ensure that their
physical and skills train-
ing are in proportion,
said bowling coach
Bharat Arun. Arun
spoke in the context of
workload management
of Indian pacers and
also how yorker sensa-
tion T Natarajan has
aggravated his knee in-

jury which now requires
a surgery, sidelining him
for at least six months.
"Physical fitness and
skill, they both go hand
in hand. It should be
done in 50-50 ratio. If
you overdo the skill you
are likely to be injured
and if you overdo fit-
ness, then also you are
wrong," Arun tried put-
ting things in perspec-
tive. "We also have to
understand that each
bowler's needs are dif-
ferent. For example a
Jasprit Bumrah would
put more strain on his
body than a
Mohammed Shami," he
said. Arun said that dur-
ing the past one year,
10 (international) de-
buts were handed out
and all of them did ex-
ceedingly well because
of the self-belief that
Gavaskar was talking
about. Arun, who has
been a close friend of
the head coach for 40
years, loves how
Shastri makes young-
sters feel special and at
ease. "Ravi gives tre-
mendous confidence if
he believes that some-
one can deliver. He
makes them feel on top
of the world which is
very important as what
you think is what you
are."

2022 World Cup will be my swansong: Mithali Raj
New Delhi, Apr 24: In-
dian women's ODI
captain Mithali Raj on
Saturday indicated that
the 2022 50-over
World Cup in New
Zealand will be her
"swansong" after 23 il-
lustrious years in inter-
national cricket. The
38-year-old Mithali,
arguably, the finest
woman cricketer that
India has ever pro-
duced, also said that
she is seriously looking
for some good seam
bowling options for the
lively New Zealand
tracks that will be on
offer next year. "It's
been 21 years of inter-
national cricket and I
know 2022 is my
swansong, The World
Cup," Mithali said dur-
ing the virtual launch of
the book '1971: The
Beginning of India's
Cricketing Greatness',
published by Harper
Collins and co-
authored by Boria
Majumdar and Gautam
Bhattacharya. "The last
year is equal to the 20
years of my interna-
tional cricket," she
added. Mithali, the only

women batter with
7000 plus ODI runs,
also spoke about how
she had to keep herself
motivated during the
COVID-19 times
which also pushed the
global event by one
year. "I know we are in
difficult times but it
takes a lot out of me to
keep working on my fit-
ness. I am not getting
any younger, in fact I
am getting older and I
know the importance of
fitness," MIthali said.

"The importance of be-
ing in a very good emo-
tional and mental set-
up, knowing that there
will be very few tours
before the World Cup."
Indian women are set
to play four bilateral
series -- away tours in
England, Australia and
New Zealand and a
home series against
West Indies sand-
wiched in between.
"Every tour (from now
on) is important for me
as a batter as to how I

am going to get the
team to regroup and
build a team for the
World Cup," she said.
"Yeah, I am very opti-
mistic looking at the
girls and in the manner
they have been work-
ing with whatever facili-
ties they have in these
times and focus and
enthusiasm that a series
is coming up." She ad-
mitted that fast bowling
is one area that the
team needs to improve
upon and build a pool

looking at the future as
Jhulan Goswami also
hits the business end of
her career. "We defi-
nitely need to look at a
few players and pre-
pare them for New
Zealand, so yeah."
Mithali also got some
words of advice from
the legendary Sunil
Gavaskar, who was a
co-panellist during the
discussion. Gavaskar
feels that Mithali and
her bunch could take a
leaf out of Virat Kohli's
playbook of looking at
opponent's eyes and
giving it back without
getting intimidated. "I
was with my wife at
Lord's watching the
2017 Women ODI
World Cup final. What
I saw was that English
girls came hard at your
lower order and intimi-
dated them with their at-
titude," Gavaskar said. "I
would want the girls to
glare back at the oppo-
sition instead of looking
down. I feel body lan-
guage is a very important
aspect. Look at Virat
Kohli, he stares at op-
position and the rest of
the team does that."

It is a matter of one game and we'll come back strongly: Suryakumar
Chennai, Apr 24: Mumbai Indians
batsman Suryakumar Yadav isn't too
worried about the team's misfiring
middle-order and said it is just a mat-
ter of one game and it will make a
strong comeback. MI's middle-order,
comprising hard-hitting batsmen like
Ishan Kishan, Hardik Pandya, his
brother Krunal, has not been able to
perform to its potential in the Chennai
leg of the T20 tournament. While
skipper Rohit Sharma (63) top-
scored, the middle-order once again
failed to deliver on Friday night as
Mumbai slumped to 131 for six, a
score easily chased down by Punjab
Kings with nine wickets to spare.
Suryakumar, however, said perfor-
mance of the middle-order was "not
really" a cause of concern for the
team. "...They have been working
really hard in the nets, every-day, ev-
ery practice session, it is just a matter
of one game, I feel, that we will be
coming back into the games," he said
in a virtual press conference. "Every
one is trying to take that responsibil-
ity in every game, it is just that it is not
working, it happens in this sport, but
I am sure they will come back really
stronger." Five-time champions
Mumbai Indians have played five
matches at the MA Chidambaram
Stadium, winning two and losing three
games. "Conditions are little-different
here, but we are trying to play our-
selves on such wickets in the prac-

tice," said Suryakumar, who made a
27-ball 33 against Punjab. "We have
faced this situation before and come
back really stronger, so I feel we will
come back really stronger, we fire in
one game and then there is no look-
ing back." Mumbai is scheduled to
play their next four matches in Delhi,
beginning with the clash against
Rajasthan Royals on April 29. "One
phase is completely over, it is time for
the next phase and I am sure 100 per
cent, that we will start the next phase
really strong and come back into the
tournament really hard," Suryakumar
said. Punjab Kings leg-spinner Ravi
Bishnoi, who returned with figures of
two for 21, said the Chepauk track
was supporting the spinners and he
looked to bowl wicket to wicket. "...
As the ball pitched outside was easy
to be hit, so my plan was to ball as
many balls stump to stump," said
Bishnoi. The 20-year-old said skip-
per KL Rahul has asked him to work
on a few things. "The one two things
(which I needed to work on) was that
I should be bowling more consistently,
and he backed me that if you work
more on your bowling, it would be
good. He said you will get the oppor-
tunity, wait, and I did that," he said.
"If you deliver in difficult situations,
when you get to bat or ball, then it is
good for you and the management's
faith increases." Punjab takes on
Kolkata Knight Riders on Monday.

Natarajan out with knee injury
Chennai, Apr 24:
Sunrisers Hyderabad
pacer T Natarajan has
been ruled out of the on-
going IPL due to a knee
injury for which he will
have to undergo a surgery.
The 30-year-old
Natarajan had played only
two out of the four games
for Sunrisers Hyderabad
this season. He originally

sustained this injury dur-
ing the tour of Australia
earlier this year. “I am sad
to miss the remaining
games (this IPL). Since I
played well last season
and went on to play for In-
dia, my expectations were
high. Unfortunately, I have
to undergo knee surgery
and will miss this season,”
the yorker specialist said

in a video posted by
Sunrisers Hyderabad on

its official Twitter handle.
He, however, did not

specify when the surgery
will take place. “I have no
words to say right now. I
wish Sunrisers to go out
and win every game this
season. Best wishes,”
added the bowler. It is
understood that he never
fully recovered from the
injury caused by the heavy
workload he endured on
the tour of Australia.

KKR, Rajasthan hope to revive campaign
Mumbai, Apr 24: A
desperate Kolkata
Knight Riders will look
to bring their campaign
back on track after a
hat-trick of defeats
when they face a be-
leaguered Rajasthan
Royals here on Satur-
day. Led by England’s
World Cup winning
skipper Eoin Morgan,
KKR has so far failed
to come together as a
unit and slipped to sev-
enth in the table after
starting the tournament
on a high against
Sunrisers Hyderabad.
Facing bottom-placed
Rajasthan Royals, who
have been the most in-
consistent team so far
in the season, KKR
will be desperate for a
turnaround. The rise of
Pat Cummins as a
batsman in their 18-run
defeat to CSK will pro-
vide a big boost but it
can’t paper over the
failure of their star
batsmen, who have
floundered even while
chasing even modest
target. The seamers
too have leaked runs in
the death overs. Hav-
ing struggled on
Chepauk’s slow sur-
face, KKR had hoped
to return to winning
ways at the Wankhede
but Faf du Plessis and

Ruturaj Gaikwad took
their attack to the
cleaners and amassed
a massive 220 for 3 in
their previous match. If
that was not all, their
famed top-five, includ-
ing Shubman Gill and
Morgan, surrendered
inside the Powerplay.
Andre Russell and
Dinesh Karthik then
revived the chase be-
fore Cummins pro-
duced some sensa-
tional powerhitting,
slamming a 34-ball 66
not out before running

out of partners as
KKR finished on 202
after being 31/5 in 5.2
overs. The other posi-
tive has been Russell’s
return to form. It was
his 54 off 22 balls that
had set the tone and it
would not be a bad
ploy for Morgan to
promote the Jamaican
up in the order, while
Cummins provides late
blitz. The skipper will
himself look to get
back among runs,

while he will be equally
concerned about Gill,
who once again failed
to convert his starts
and he returned with a
golden duck against
CSK. Rajasthan Roy-
als, on the other hand,
are coming into the
match after a humiliat-
ing 10-wicket loss
against RCB. Sanju
Samson’s men have
failed to inspire after
posting their only win
of the tournament,
against Delhi Capitals
in their second match.

Samson has fizzled out
after a blazing 119
against Punjab Kings
and the top and
middle-order look
brittle with Jos Buttler,
Manan Vohra and
David Miller enduring
poor form. Bowling is
also a big concern for
the inaugural edition
champions as their big
buy Chris Morris and
Mustafizur Rahman
have struggled to
check runs.
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SII Releases Statement Over Coronavirus Vaccine Super Specialty Hospital of SAIL, Rourkela Steel Plant made ready for treatment of critically ill COVID patients

(A.O. Bureau)
New Delhi, Apr 24:
Serum Institute of In-
dia, which is facing
criticism over the price
of the Corona Virus
Vaccine Covishield, is-
sued a press release on
Saturday. The com-
pany said in a state-
ment that the price of
the vaccine has been
kept very low for the
government purchases
for global countries in-
cluding India, because

the number of volumes
is very large. Several
vaccines are being sold
at high prices in the
private market, includ-
ing market conditions
and our pneumococcal
vaccine, although for
the government, one-
third of its price is be-
ing sold in the free mar-
ket. The statement said
that the global price of
the vaccine is being
compared incorrectly
with India. Kovishield

is the cheapest vaccine
in the market today.
Initially the price of this
vaccine was kept very
low, because many
countries had funded
for it, so that the vac-
cine could be devel-
oped by taking the
risk. Along with this,
Kovishield has been
initially supplied to all
governments including
India for the vaccina-
tion program at ex-
tremely low prices.
The company has said
in its statement that the
current situation is
very challenging. The
virus is continuously
mutating and public life
is in danger. Given the
uncertainty, we have to
maintain investment to
expand and expand
our production. So that
we can fight the epi-
demic with our full po-
tential and save the
lives of the people.

(A.O. Bureau)
Rourkela, Apr 24: Giving
a boost to the COVID
treatment facilities of this
region, the Super Spe-
cialty Hospital of SAIL,
Rourkela Steel Plant
(RSP) has been formally
made ready for the treat-
ment of critically ill patients
from 24th April 2021.   It
is worth mentioning here
that, keeping in view the
surge in the COVID posi-
tive cases in the region,
Hon’ble Minister of Pe-

troleum and Natural Gas
& Steel, Government of
India, Shri Dharmendra
Pradhan had instructed to
use the SAIL Super Spe-
cialty Hospital at Rourkela
as a 60-ICU bed
COVID treatment facility.
The local district authority
had also sent a request for
utilising the ICU facilities
of the Super Specialty
Hospital for treatment of
Covid patients. Accord-
ingly the infrastructure and
other facilities of the hos-

pital were made ready
swiftly with the help of the
District Administration.
The Cardio Emergency
and Neuro Emergency fa-
cilities have been con-
verted to ICUs, while
other equipments and
rooms have been aligned
accordingly. CT Scan and
X Ray facilities have also
been made ready. With
the availability of the por-
table X-ray machines pa-
tients would not have to
be moved from their beds

for X-raying. The District
Administration has pro-
vided the Doctors and
other manpower, includ-
ing Hospital Manager, for
running the set up.  Mr.
Dipak Chattaraj, CEO,
RSP, Mr. Raj Vir Singh,
ED (Hospital Administra-
tion), RSP, Ms. Aboli
Sunil Naravane, ADM,
Rourkela, Dr.B.K.Hota,
CMO Incharge, Dr.
N.P. Sahoo, CMO, Mr.
Swarop Panigrahi,
CGM(Hospital Admin-

istration) and other se-
nior officers of RSP and
District Administration vis-
ited the Super Specialty
Hospital and took stock
of the  COVID care fa-
cilities.  It is worth men-
tioning here that as per
the instructions of Shri
Dharmendra Pradhan,
the number of ventilators
of the hospital will be aug-
mented to 100 very soon,
which will further enhance
treatment facilities for the
critical patients.

Vedanta pays homage to brave firefighters withNational Fire Service Week
(A.O. Bureau)
Bhubaneswar, Apr 24:
Vedanta Aluminium,
India's largest producer
of aluminium and value-
added products, ob-
served 78th National
Fire Service Week
from 14th to 21st
Aprilat its alumina refin-
ery at Lanjigarh,
Kalahandi and alu-
minium & power opera-
tions at Jharsuguda, in
Odisha to pay homage
to brave firefighters and
reiterate its commitment
towards fire safety. As
part of the commemo-
ration, plantation drive
at the Vedanta fire sta-
tion, various fire preven-
tion training and aware-
ness programmes, quiz-
zes, were organized for
employees, their fami-
lies, business partners in
line with this year's Na-
tional Fire Service Day
theme 'Maintenance of
fire safety equipment is
key to mitigate fire haz-
ard'. The company also
conducted fire aware-
ness training at
Basantparda Nandghar,
Lanjigarh. Speaking
about the company's
safety-first culture, Mr.

Rahul Sharma, Dy.
CEO - Aluminium Busi-
ness, Vedanta Ltd., said,
"Zero Harm, Zero
Waste and Zero Dis-
charge - this forms the
underlying ethos that
guides our operations,
as we strive to fulfil our
responsibilities to the
country and our cus-
tomers as India's largest
aluminium producer.
We have built a 'Culture
of Care' to ensure the
safety and well-being of
our employees, partners
and assets. To enable
this, we have deployed
best practices in health
and safety management,
adopted digital solutions

to automate our opera-
tional processes, and
put in place a strong
safety-leadership."
Speaking during the ob-
servance, Mr.
TurtanBarla, Fire Of-
ficer, M/s Adpro Fire
Services, associated
with Vedanta for a de-
cade, said,"It gives me
a sense of pride to work
with Vedanta as a fire-
fighter because the team
is so dedicatedly work-
ing towards creating a
safe working environ-
ment. The safety-first
culture requires con-
tinuous improvement in
the safety management
system and Vedanta is

constantly putting in glo-
bal best practices and
processes in the safety
and health domains with
stakeholders' wellbeing
being a priority."
Vedanta is extensively
working towards creat-
ing a safe and secure
workplace for its em-
ployees, business part-
ners and communities by
bolstering its perfor-
mance in fire safety. It
has integrated advanced
and best-in-class prac-
tices and programmes
to create fire safety-fo-
cused operations and
communities. Vedanta
offers off-site emer-
gency response support

to the local administra-
tion during grass fires,
forest fires, thunder-
storms, monsoons etc.
and conducts fire train-
ing and awareness at
community schools.
Vedanta has formed an
all-women fire-fighting
team 'Agnivahini' who
have been meticulously
trained to act efficiently
and effectively during
emergencies at and be-
yond operations.
Vedanta Aluminium&
Power, a part of Vedanta
Limited, is India's largest
producer of aluminium,
producing almost half of
India's aluminium or 1.9
million tonnes per annum
(MTPA) in FY20, and is
also one of the largest
private power producers
in the country. It is a
leader in value-added
aluminium products that
find critical applications
in core industries. With
its world-class smelters,
power plants and alu-
mina refinery spread
across India, the com-
pany fulfils its mission of
spurring emerging appli-
cations of aluminium as
the 'Metal of the Future'
for a greener tomorrow.

SBI launches Video KYC based savings account opening via YONO
n SBI offers a contactless and paperless online

account opening feature on its YONO mobile

banking app.

n Customers can open new SBI savings account

without having to visit the bank branch
(A.O. Bureau)
Mumbai, Apr 24:  State
Bank of India (SBI),
the country’s largest
lender has launched a
Video KYC based ac-
count opening feature
on its mobile banking
app – YONO. This
functionality will help
customers open an ac-
count with SBI without
having to visit a bank
branch. This digital ini-
tiative powered by Ar-
tificial Intelligence (AI)
and Facial Recognition

Technology is a
contactless and
paperless process.
This Video KYC fea-
ture will be available to
customers planning to
open a new savings ac-
count with SBI. To avail
this new facility, all that
a person needs to do is
download the YONO
App, click on ‘New to
SBI’, and select ‘Insta
Plus Savings Account’.
They will have to enter
their Aadhaar details in
the app and once the
Aadhar authentication
is complete they will
have to input personal
details and schedule a

video call to complete
the KYC process. On
successful completion
of Video KYC, the ac-
count will be automati-
cally opened. Mr.
Dinesh Khara, Chair-
man, SBI said, “It gives
us immense pleasure to
announce the launch of
online Savings Bank
account opening facil-
ity which is very much
necessary in the current
pandemic situation.
This is a step ahead to
ensure customers’
safety, financial secu-
rity, and cost-effective-
ness. We believe this
initiative will add a new

dimension to mobile
banking and empower
customers to go digi-
tal for their banking
needs. This develop-
ment is yet another
proof of our commit-
ment to a digital In-
dia.” Since its launch
in Nov 2017, YONO
has gained wide ac-
ceptance among cus-
tomers with 80 million
downloads and over

37 million registered
users.  SBI has
partnered with over
100 e-Commerce
players in more than
20 plus categories on
the YONO platform.
Other initiatives on
this platform include
YONO Krishi ,
YONO Cash,  and
PAPL with more fea-
tures lined up for the
future.

Abducted Police Officer killed by maoist

(A.O. Bureau)
Malkangiri, Apr 24:
Police SI Murli Tati,
who was abducted by
Maoists three days ago
in Bijapur district of
Chhattisgarh state bor-
dering Malkanagiri dis-
trict, has been sen-
tenced to death by

Maoists.  Bijapur po-
lice Superintendent
Kamallochan Kashyap
informed that his body
was recovered from
Kusumpara under
Gangalur police station
today!  A poster has
been left behind about
the reason behind his

murder near the dead
body!  He has been in
the anti-Maoist Salba
Judam since 2010,
working for the police
and surrendering to the
Maoists!  It has been
revealed that SI Mr.
Tati was working in
Jagdalpur!  He went
to his village on vaca-
tion!  At around 4pm
on the 21st, he was on
his way to a fair near
the village when he
was abducted by
Maoists from Palnar
village. Yesterday, his
wife and brother
pleaded with the
Maoists to release SI
Tati safely!


