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Cannot keep extending lockdown,
we must put a full stop to Covid-19:
M K Stalin

Odisha asks centre to take
charge of procurement of
vaccines by global manufacturers
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on anyone'
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No Change In Vaccine Dose Till Now : Center

CBSE Class 12 exam cancelled but there will be an option to take the exam later

New Delhi, Jun 1: PM
Modi held a meeting on
the issue of Class 12
board exam where he
expressed appreciation
that a student friendly
decision has been
reached after consulting
all the stakeholders. He
also thanked the states
for providing feedback
on this issue. The cen-
tral government on
Tuesday cancelled the
Class 12 board exami-
nation in the wake of the

coronavirus disease
(Covid-19). The deci-
sion was taken at a
high-level meeting
chaired by Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi.
However, for students
who want to take the
exam, they will be given
an option by the Cen-
tral Board of Second-
ary Education (CBSE).
In a statement released
after the Prime
Minister's meeting, the
Prime Minister's Office

(PMO) said, "It was
also decided that like
last year, in case some
students desire to take
the exams, such an op-
tion would be provided
to them by CBSE, as
and when the situation
becomes conducive."
During the meeting, PM
Modi expressed ap-
preciation that a stu-
dent friendly decision
has been reached after
consulting all the stake-
holders, the PMO

statement said. He also
thanked the states for
providing feedback on
this issue, it added.
Delhi chief minister
quickly reacted to the
news, saying it's a big
relief. "I am glad 12th
exams have been can-
celled. All of us were
very worried abt the
health of our children.
A big relief," Kejriwal
said on Twitter. The
meeting was attended
by Union home minis-

ter Amit Shah, environ-
ment minister Prakash
Javadekar, railways
minister Piyush Goyal,
textiles minister Smriti
Irani, petroleum minis-
ter Dharmendra
Pradhan and finance
minister Nirmala
Sitharaman, along with
senior officials including
secretary of school
education and higher
education. On Monday,
the Supreme Court has
adjourned hearing of
plea seeking directions
to the Centre, Central
Board of Secondary
Education (CBSE) and
the Council for the In-
dian School Certificate
Examination (CISCE)
to cancel the CBSE,
ICSE Class XII exami-
nations after the Cen-
tral government sought
time till Thursday.

New Delhi, Jun 1: The
central government has
said that the two-dose
policy of corona vacci-
nation will continue and
no changes have been
made in it. The Union
Health Ministry said in a
weekly press confer-
ence on Tuesday that
there has been no
change in the prescribed
dosages of Covishield.
He said that the second
dose will be given after
12 weeks of the first
dose. The fixed rule will
also apply to Covaxin.
The Health Ministry said
that there is no confu-
sions on a dose of
Covishield. There are
two doses of Covishield
in India. There is no
change in it, there are also
two doses of Covaxin.
The Ministry said that no
decision has been taken

yet on the mixing of the
vaccine, it is a subject of
science, if any change
will be made, the media
will be told. NITI Aayog
member Dr VK Paul
said that the state gov-
ernments are preparing
for the third wave of Co-
rona. He said that all the
cases of corona positive
in children so far are as-
ymptomatic and serious
cases are less. Paul said
that if the virus does vari-
ants, then the risk on chil-

dren may increase. He
said that there is com-
plete preparation for the
children. Regarding the
symptoms, he told that
symptoms like fever,
cough, cold, pneumonia
are being seen in Covid
positive children. VK
Paul said that merging
the two vaccines is not a
protocol at the moment.
Both Covishield s rule of
giving the same dosage
remains the same. Paul
said that research is go-
ing on internationally re-
garding the mixing of
vaccines because it is
likely to get favorable
results but it can also
have harmful conse-
quences. At the same
time, Dr. VK Paul has
refused to give any kind
of response to the ques-
tion of dispute between
Ramdev / IMD.

Widow, Orphans Due To Covid
Casualties To Get Pension In 15 Days

Odisha CM Approves Creation Of ‘Mission Shakti’ Department

Bhubaneswar: Odisha
Chief Minister Naveen
Patnaik today directed
officials to identify widow
and orphans due to Covid
casualties at the earliest so
that pension could be
sanctioned under the
Madhu Babu Pension
Yojana within 15 days.
During a Covid review
meeting the Chief Minis-
ter stated the decision will
provide a healing touch to
the families devastated by

the pandemic. Last
month, Patnaik an-
nounced at an all-party
meeting that the widows
and orphan due to Covid
will be covered under the
pension scheme. Also,
the orphaned children will
get free education facili-
ties. In today’s meeting
the CM asked officials to
ensure all social security
beneficiaries will get pen-
sion for three months in
advance. Earlier, on Sat-
urday, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi an-
nounced children who
have become orphan due
to Covid-19 will be sup-
ported under the ‘PM-
CARES for Children’
scheme. According to a

statement issued by the
Prime Minister’s Office,
fixed deposits will be
opened in the names of
all children who have lost
both parents or a surviv-
ing parent or legal guard-
ian/adoptive parents due
to Covid-19. The PM-
CARES fund will con-
tribute through a specially
designed scheme, to cre-
ate a corpus of Rs 10 lakh
for each of them. This
corpus will be used to

give a monthly stipend
from 18 years of age for
the next five years to take
care of his or her personal
requirements during the
period of higher educa-
tion. On reaching 23
years age, they will get the
corpus amount as one
lump-sum for personal
and professional use.
Regarding education of
such children the PMO
stated those under 10
years will be given admis-
sion in the nearest
Kendriya Vidyalaya or in
a private school as a day
scholar. Children be-
tween 11-18 years of age
will be given admission in
any central government
residential school such as

Sainik School and
Navodaya Vidyalaya. In
case the child remains
under the care of a
guardian or extended
family, then he or she will
be given admission in the
nearest Kendriya
Vidyalaya or in a private
school as a day scholar.
If the child is admitted in
a private school, fees as
prescribed under the
Right to Education Act
norms will be given from

the PM-CARES fund,
and it will also pay for
expenditure on uniform,
text books and note-
books, the PMO added.
For higher education,
children will be assisted
in obtaining an education
loan for professional
courses or higher educa-
tion in India according to
existing norms. The inter-
est on this loan will be
paid from the PM-
CARES fund. As an al-
ternative, a scholarship
equivalent to the tuition
fees or course fees for
undergraduate and vo-
cational courses will be
provided to them under
the central or state gov-
ernment scheme.

Bhubaneswar, Jun 1:

Chief  Minis ter

Naveen Patnaik to-

day approved the

creation of a new de-

partment, the ‘De-

partment of Mission

Shakti’. The GA &

PG Department had

amended rules  of

business for this on

March 3 ,  2021.

Women and Child

Development  De-

partment Ministry

Tukuni Sahu has been

allocated the business

of the new depart-

ment while Commis-

sioner-cum-Director

of Mission Shakti,

Sujata R Karthikeyan

has been appointed as

the Commissioner-

cum-Secretary of the

new Department. As

per the decision of the

State Government,

the Department of

Mission Shakti will

s tar t  funct ioning

separately and the

parent Department –

Women & Child De-

velopment and Mis-

sion Shakti will be re-

named as Women and

Child Development

Department. The new

Department will func-

tion in the Lok Seva

Bhavan with  i t s

branches at Mission

Shakt i  Bhavan,

Pokar iput ,  and

Odisha Livelihoods

Mission Buildings,

SIRD Campus. Ad-

ministrative control

and management over

Mission Shakt i

Bhavan will be vested

with the new Depart-

ment. All other infra-

structure and assets

under the disposal of

Directorate of Mis-

sion Shakti, OLM,

and NULM related to

SHG activities shall

be under the adminis-

trative control and

management of the

new Department, a

Government notifica-

tion stated.

COVID 3rd Wave Can’t Be Ruled Out: Odisha Top Health Official
Bhubaneswar, Jun 1:
Even as the country is
going through the dev-
astating second wave of
COVID-19 pandemic,
Odisha Directorate of
Medical Education and
Training (DMET) Chief
Dr CBK Mohanty to-
day warned that possi-
bility of third wave of the
pandemic cannot be
ruled out. “Third wave
of the deadly virus has
not arrived in many
countries. However, we
cannot guarantee that it

won’t come. Hence, we
must be prepared for
it,” the senior health of-
ficial said. Briefing on
Odisha’s current situa-

tion, he said the state’s
COVID-19 trajectory
shows a downward
trend and there has been
no doubling of positive

cases in the recent time.
Though the infection
spread quickly in the
second wave, now the
situation is showing a
downward trend. ” The
infection rate went up to
a certain level and
stopped there. For the
last couple of days, the
state’s single-day tally
remains between 8,000
and 10,000. In states
like Maharashtra and
Delhi, the number of
positive cases was at
peak a month ago and

is declining now. We
hope that the downward
trend will continue in
Odisha for some more
days and after that the
infection will slow
down,” the official
stated. Regarding the
state’s death rate,
Mohanty said, “Many
COVID patients were
critical around 15 days
ago, for which the num-
ber of deaths has in-
creased. But if we see the
overall percentage, we
are in a better position.”

Odisha Weather: Heavy Rainfall, Thunderstorm Likely In These Dists
Bhubaneswar: Heavy
rainfall and thunderstorm
are likely to occur in sev-
eral districts of Odisha
today, the Regional Me-
teorological Centre here
forecasted. Heavy rainfall
very likely to occur at one

or two places over the dis-
tricts of Nabarangpur,
Kalahandi, Rayagada and
Kandhamal, the Meteoro-
logical Centre predicted.
Thunderstorm with light-
ning very likely to occur at
one or two places over the

districts of Sonepur,
Boudh, Nuapada,

N a b a r a n g p u r ,
Rayagada, Koraput,
Malkangiri, Gajapati,
Ganjam, Nayagarh,
Sundargarh, Bargarh,
Jharsuguda, Keonjhar,
Mayurbhanj, Balasore
and Bhadrak, it said.

Balangir, Kalahandi,
K a n d h a m a l ,
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'Will have enough vaccines by July to inoculate 1 cr people a day': ICMR chief
New Delhi, Jun 1: The
ICMR chief's com-
ments come in the wake
of demands made by
several health experts
that vaccination needs
to be scaled up in India.
Several states too have
complained about vac-
cine shortage, and a few
of them even floated
global tenders to di-
rectly get the supply.
The Indian Council of
Medical Research
(ICMR) said on Tues-
day that India will have
enough Covid-19 vac-
cines by July or early
August to inoculate one
crore people every day.
ICMR chief Balram
Bhargava, while speak-
ing at a health ministry
press briefing, also said
that there is no shortage
of vaccine. "By mid-July
or August, we will have
enough doses to vacci-

nate 1 crore people per
day. We are confident
of vaccinating the whole
population by Decem-
ber," said Bhargava. He
also said that gradual
lifting of lockdown-like
curbs will not lead to a
massive surge in Covid-
19 cases. "However,
we have to ensure that
vaccination is
prioritised. The vacci-
nation rate must be up

to 70%. Also, Covid-
appropriate behaviour
should be followed,"
said Bhargava. The
ICMR chief's com-
ments come in the wake
of demands made by
several health experts
that vaccination needs
to be scaled up in India.
Several states too have
complained about vac-
cine shortage, and a few
of them even floated

global tenders to di-
rectly get the supply.
The health ministry had
said on Sunday that
nearly 120 million vac-
cine doses will be avail-
able for the ongoing na-
tionwide Covid vacci-
nation programme in
June. "Vaccination is an
integral pillar of the com-
prehensive strategy of
the government of India
for containment and

management of the pan-
demic, along with test,
track, treat and Covid-
appropriate behaviour,"
the health ministry said
in a statement. The vac-
cination drive began in
January this year with
two vaccines -
A s t r a Z e n e c a ' s
Covishield manufac-
tured by Serum Institute
of India (SII) and Bharat
Biotech's Covaxin. The
Russian-made Sputnik
V is the third vaccine to
get approval from the
Drug Controller Gen-
eral of India (DCGI) for
emergency use and is
being used in a few pri-
vate hospitals. Both SII
and Bharat Biotech said
on Sunday that they are
looking at ramping up
their production capac-
ity to 110-120 million
doses from the existing
75-80 million.

Kejriwal Government Approves Home Delivery Of Liquor

New Delhi, Jun 1:
Arvind Kejriwal Gov-
ernment of Delhi, the
country’s capital, has
now allowed home
delivery of liquor.
Now there will be
home delivery of li-
quor in Delhi through
mobile app and
website.  Earl ier,
Chhattisgarh govern-
ment started the home
delivery of alcohol
amidst the corona vi-
rus epidemic. Explain
that according to the
Excise (Amendment)

Rules, 2021, L-13 li-
cense holders will be
allowed to deliver li-
quor to people’s
homes. Apart from
this, it has been said in
the notification that li-
cense holders will be
able to deliver liquor
at homes only through
mobile app or online
web portal. Wherein,
no home delivery of
liquor will be done in
hostels, offices and in-
stitutions. Home will
be Indian liquor and
Overseas liquor deliv-

ery According to the
notification issued by
the Delhi government,
home delivery of for-
eign liquor along with
Indian liquor will be
allowed in Delhi on
order through mobile
app or online web por-
tal. Although earlier
home delivery of li-
quor was allowed in
Delhi, but when the
order was received
through email or fax,
the licensee could de-
liver the liquor to the
licensee. Let me tell
you that the Supreme
Court last year sug-
gested the states to
consider home deliv-
ery of liquor, because
at the time of Corona
epidemic there was
huge crowd outside
the liquor shops due to
heavy distortion of so-
cial distancing.

Education Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishak Admitted To AIIMS

New Delhi, Jun 1: To-
day it is difficult to de-
cide on the conduct of
the board examination
2021 i.e. on June 1,
2021. Union Education
Minister Ramesh
Pokhriyal Nishank’s
health suddenly deterio-
rated. He has been ad-
mitted to AIIMS Hos-
pital in Delhi for treat-
ment. Due to which to-
day it is being told diffi-

cult to decide on the
12th board examina-
tions of the states in-
cluding CBSE and
CISCE. According to
various media reports,
today Union Education
Minister Ramesh
Pokhriyal Nishank was
about to announce the
date and format of 12th
board examination. A
high-level meeting was
held under the chair-

manship of Defense
Minister Rajnath Singh
on 23 May 2021 in re-
lation to the postponed
12th board examina-
tion, in which the states
were to give sugges-
tions regarding the con-
duct of the examination
by May 25. The states
have sent their sugges-
tions to the central gov-
ernment. Now the final
decision regarding the
examination is to be
taken by the central
government. At the
same time, many states
have also suggested to
know how to conduct
examinations on key
subjects. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi,
through a tweet, wished
the education minister
Ramesh Pokhriyal to get
well soon.

Swapan Dasgupta renominated to Rajya Sabha
New Delhi, Jun 1:
Former journalist
Swapan Dasgupta, who
had resigned from Rajya
Sabha and unsuccess-
fully contested the recent
West Bengal assembly
elections on a BJP ticket,
has been renominated to
the Upper House of Par-
liament by the govern-
ment. Noted lawyer
Mahesh Jethmalani was

also nominated to Rajya
Sabha by the central
government. “In exercise
of the powers conferred
by sub-clause (a) of
clause (1) of article 80 of

the Constitution of India,
read with clause (3) of
that article, the President
is pleased to renominate
Shri Swapan Dasgupta
to the Council of States
to fill the seat which has
fallen vacant due to his
resignation for his re-
minder term viz – 24-
04-2022,” according to
a Home Ministry notifi-
cation.

Cannot keep extending lockdown, we must put a full stop to Covid-19: M K Stalin
Chennai, Jun 1: Tamil
Nadu Chief Minister
M K Stalin on Tuesday
said the state cannot
keep extending the
lockdown and it needs
the support of the
people to put a full stop
to it. On a video mes-
sage posted on his
Twitter page, Stalin
said there has been a
decline in cases in
Chennai and other
major cities of the state
since the lockdown
was imposed on May
24. Chennai, for in-
stance, had been re-
porting 7,000 infec-
tions per day but now
it has come down to
2,000 cases daily, he
added. Similarly, in
western districts in-
cluding Coimbatore,
the number of cases

has come down in the
last two days, he said.
“We cannot keep ex-
tending the lockdown.
We need to put a full
stop to it and this is
only in people’s hands.
If we follow the re-
strictions, we can keep
a full stop to Covid-19.
The Tamil Nadu gov-
ernment has been
making efforts to im-
prove the medical in-
frastructure, and there
is no shortage of hos-
pital beds and oxygen

now.  In fact, there are
beds lying vacant in
several hospitals.  In
one day, we are inocu-
lating three lakh
people. No other state
is conducting vaccina-
tion on this scale. Simi-
larly, over 1.7 lakh
samples are being
tested per day,” the
CM said. Stating that
he has dedicated him-
self to this battle to
save people from the
virus, he added, “Don-
ning the PPE kit, I vis-

ited the Covid ward at
the ESI hospital in
Coimbatore and asked
patients about their
health. Many advised
me not to step into the
Covid ward as they
were concerned about
my health but I wanted
to go there to provide
confidence to the thou-
sands of healthcare
workers and their fam-
ily who are risking their
lives to save people,”
he added. The Chief
Minister said it is true
that due to the
lockdown, many
people have lost their
livelihood and the gov-
ernment is taking all
measures to make the
situation better by ex-
tending initiatives like
Covid relief to the pub-
lic. With the first install-

ment of Rs 2,000 al-
ready having been dis-
tributed, Stalin said the
second installment of
Rs 2,000 will reach the
public soon. He added
that the government has
made additional efforts
like setting up mobile
carts to deliver fruits
and vegetables to the
public at their doorstep
and allowing ration
shops to open. “People
should duly follow the
lockdown restrictions
imposed by the gov-
ernment. Even if few
people violate the re-
strictions, we might not
get the full benefit of all
these measures. It is
only because of the fail-
ure to put a full stop to
the first wave that we
were made to face the
second wave,” he said.

SC seeks information on Centre’s scheme for kids orphaned by Covid
New Delhi, Jun 1: The
Supreme Court Tues-
day took note of the
Centre’s welfare
scheme to provide re-
lief to children who
have lost parents to
Covid-19 pandemic,
and sought details of the
plan along with the
mechanism devised to
monitor it. A bench
comprising justices L

Nageswara Rao and
Aniruddha Bose also
directed states and
Union Territories (UTs)
to appoint nodal offic-
ers of level of Secretary
or Joint Secretary who
will interact with its am-
icus curiae Gaurav
Agrawal for providing
all the information on
orphans, their identifi-
cation and about the

welfare measures for
them. The bench said it
would hear on Monday
the cases of ten states
first Telangana, Tamil

Nadu, Kerala,
Karnataka, Gujarat,
Rajasthan, Uttar
Pradesh, Maharashtra,
Bihar and Jharkhand

where more kids have
lost bread winning
guardians. The top
court has been hearing
an application, in a
pending sup motu case
on spread of COVID-
19 in children homes,
filed by the amicus cu-
riae highlighting the
woes being faced by
kids orphaned by the
deadly virus.

At BRICS foreign ministers meet, focus on Covid-19 pandemic, access to vaccines
New Delhi, Jun 1: BRICS
has evolved a unique
model of engagement
based on consensus, and
its collective endeavour is
to ensure that global de-
cision-making reflects
contemporary realities,
Jaishankar said. The
BRICS grouping strives
for an equitable multi-po-
lar international system
that recognizes the sover-
eign equality of all states
and respects their territo-
rial integrity, external affairs
minister S Jaishankar told
a virtual meeting on Mon-
day that included his Chi-
nese counterpart Wang Yi.
The Indian minister and his
counterparts from the four

other countries also fo-
cused on the response to
the Covid-19 pandemic
and access to vaccines in
their remarks.
Jaishankar’s comments
were part of his welcome
address at the meeting of
foreign ministers of the
Brazil-Russia-India-
China-South Africa
(BRICS) grouping, and
came against the back-
drop of the military stand-
off on the Line of Actual
Control (LAC) that has
dragged on for more than
a year. India is the current
chair of BRICS and the
meeting of the foreign min-
isters set the stage for the
summit to be hosted by

the country later this year.
Noting that BRICS had
come a long way since the
first meeting of its foreign
ministers in 2006,
Jaishankar said, “But the
principles that guide our
grouping remain consistent
over the years. We strive
for a fair, just, inclusive,
equitable and represen-

tative multi-polar interna-
tional system. “It is one
based on international
law and the UN Char-
ter, that recognises the
sovereign equality of all
states, and respects their
territorial integrity while
displaying mutual re-
spect for interests and
concerns of all. It is only

by conducting our poli-
cies in accordance with
these principles that we
can expect to bring about
the change we desire.”
BRICS has evolved a
unique model of engage-
ment based on consen-
sus, and its collective en-
deavour is to ensure that
global decision-making
reflects contemporary
realities, Jaishankar said.
He said India has identi-
fied four key deliverables
while chairing the group-
ing this year – reforming
the multilateral system,
counter-terrorism coop-
eration, using digital and
technological solutions to
achieve the Sustainable

Development Goals, and
enhancing people-to-
people cooperation –
and substantial progress
has been made in these
areas over the past five
months. Wang avoided
contentious issues in his
opening remarks and
said China and other
BRICS members stand
with India amid the sec-
ond wave of Coronavirus
disease (Covid-19) in-
fections and will provide
the necessary support.
“BRICS cooperation
now faces the profound
and complex ramifica-
tions of the pandemic
and changes unseen in a
century,” he said.

Second wave rendered 1 crore Indians jobless; 97%
households’ incomes declined in pandemic: CMIE

Mumbai, Jun 1: Over 10 million Indians have lost
their jobs because of the second wave of COVID-
19, and around 97 per cent of households’ incomes
have declined since the beginning of the pandemic
last year, Centre for Monitoring Indian Economy
(CMIE) chief executive Mahesh Vyas said on
Monday. The unemployment rate measured by the
think-tank is expected to come at 12 per cent at
the end of May as against 8 per cent in April, Vyas
told PTI, adding this signifies that about 10 million
or 1 crore Indians have lost jobs in this period.
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Odisha asks centre to take charge of procurement of vaccines by global manufacturers
(A.O. Bureau)
Bhubaneshwar, Jun 1:
Odisha Health Minister
Naba Kishore Das on
Tuesday wrote to the
centre proposing a na-
tional-level procure-
ment of Covid-19 vac-
cines of global manufac-
tures instead of pro-
curement by individual
states. This comes four
days after the Odisha
government had ex-
tended the deadline of
its global tender till June
4. The state government
on May 14 had floated
a global tender for pro-
curement of 3.8 crore
doses to inoculate its
people and has said that
there was limited re-
sponse during the pre-
bid stage. “We need to
be prepared for a pos-
sible third wave of infec-
tion. Most experts ad-
vise that vaccination is
the main weapon to pro-
tect our people from

subsequent waves of the
pandemic and we need
to scale up vaccination
at the earliest,” Das
wrote, in his letter to
Union Health Minister
Harsh Vardhan. Ac-
knowledging that the
state is facing unrespon-
siveness of vaccine
manufacturers, Das
said, “It seems that the
global vaccine manufac-
turers like Pfizer and
Moderna are con-
cerned about indemnity
related issues among
others. Secondly, they
are willing to deal with

federal-level central
procurement only, at
this stage. Global vac-
cine manufacturers will
be requiring the central
government statutory
clearances for supplying
to the state.” “Since the
above are in the domain
of the union government
it might be faster and
economical if the pro-
curement of global vac-
cines are made at the
country level rather than
by individual States,” he
said. Das said Odisha
which was vaccinating 2
lakh people per day

during early April has
been able to vaccinate
only 60,000-70,000
people per day now due
to supply constraints.
The state has a capac-
ity of vaccinating 3 lakh
people per day, he
added. “After the union
government allowed the
states to procure vac-
cine directly from the
permitted vaccine
manufacturers for the
18-45 years age group,
we immediately placed
an order for 20 lakh
doses of Covishield with
Serum Institute of India
(SII) and 10.34 lakh
doses of Covaxin with
Bharat Biotech. How-
ever, so far, they have
only supplied 5,78,480
of Covishied and
1,65,490 doses of
Covaxin respectively,”
Das wrote. “This is quite
inadequate in view of the
huge demand for vac-
cines across the state.

Looking at the supply
problem, Odisha floated
a global tender for the
procurement of vac-
cines. However, there
has been a limited re-
sponse to the tender as
observed during the pre-
bid stage. SII and Bharat
biotech have not partici-
pated in the pre-bid
meeting,” he added.
With the approval of the
state cabinet, Odisha has
also amended its global
tender which includes lib-
eral conditions for manu-
factures concerning perfor-
mance, security penalties,
advance payment etc. He
further proposed that
states may be given the flex-
ibility to design and decide
on the distribution of vac-
cines taking local factors
like internet connectivity
into consideration. He also
put forth Odisha’s intent to
vaccinate students of class
XII and their families on a
priority basis.

Tobaco restriction  should be strict

(A.O. Bureau)
Puri, Jun 1: On be-

ha l f  o f  Miss ion
Odisha a Promise
ceremony was ar-

ranged at Sea beach
Puri.   in this. Pro-
gram  Many culture

and Intellect people
joined and.  told   to
Ban  of  Toboaco

should be  strictly
observed The organi-

zation also  gave a
demand  l e t t e r
Through the  Sub

Col lec tor  To  the
Cheif  Minister  In
This  Program Secy

of Mission Odisha
Journal i s t  Madhu
Sudhan  Mishra  ,

Badr i  Mishra ,
Ra jk i shor  Pa t ra ,

Prof ,  Abhimanu
Bhunia, Jayanti
Mohapatra, Shyam Pati,

Chakradhar Mohapatra,
ADV Rashmi Ranjan
Das Govinda Patra, Siba

Narayan Senapati,
Sagarika Rath  were
Present.

Odisha Government Effects
Reshuffle In OAS Cadre
(A.O. Bureau)
Bhubaneswar, Jun 1: In
a major development,
Odisha government ef-
fects majors reshuffle in
OAS cadre – Indramani
Tripathy was  trans-
ferred and posted as
Director, I & PR,
Odisha .  Tusar Kanta
Mohanty was trans-
ferred and posted as
Director, Land Records
& Survey; Manoj
Kumar Mohanty twas

ransferred and posted
as Additional Secretary
to Government. GA &
PG Department – Bijay
Kumar Dash trans-
ferred and posted as
CGM (Land), IDCO,
B h u b a n e s w a r ;
Ratnakar Sahoo was
transferred and posted
as ADM, Nabarangpur
Saroj Kumar Swain
was  posted as Execu-
tive Officer, Puri Munici-
pality.

Odisha reports record 37 COVID deaths in a day

active cases in Odisha.
In the last 24 hours,
10,405 people have re-
covered. The total re-
covery stands at
6,80,932. In all, 711
people have died of
COVID-19 in the state

in May. Khurda district,
where state capital
Bhubaneswar is located,
has alone accounted for
471 deaths, followed by
Ganjam (284),
Sundergarh (270) and
Cuttack (165). Five of
the latest deaths were
reported from Angul and
four people each died in
Cuttack and Kalahandi.
Of the new infections,
4,892 were detected at
quarantine centres, while
the rest 3,843 were lo-
cal contact cases.
Khurda district reported
the highest 1,222 new
cases, followed by
Cuttack (673) and

(A.O. Bureau)
Bhubaneswar, Jun 1:
Odisha reported the
highest single-day
COVID-19 deaths on
Tuesday as 37 people
lost their lives, taking the
toll to 2,791, a Health

Department official said.
The state also reported
8,735 new COVID-19
cases, pushing the tally to
7,73,732. These cases
were detected after test-
ing 62,293 samples. At
present, there are 89,956

Balasore (566). Among
those who died was
noted football coach
Nanda Kishore Patnaik.
Patnaik, 65, died at a
private COVID-19 hos-
pital in Bhubaneswar.
Born in Baripada town
in Mayurbhanj district,
he had represented
Odisha twice in Junior
Football Championship,
in 1977 and 1978. He
became coach in 1992-
93 and trained women
footballers. International
women footballers
Sradhanjali Samantray,
Ranjita Mohanty and
Prasanti Pradhan were
trained by him.

Apollo Hospitals Bhubaneswar starts antibody cocktail therapy
(A.O. Bureau)
Bhubaneswar, Jun 1:
Apollo Hospitals in
Bhubaneswar began
the monoclonal anti-
body cocktail therapy
on a Covid patient on
Monday. The Central
Drugs Standards Con-
trol Organization
(CDSCO) has ap-
proved the emergency

use of the Covid
monoclonal antibody
cocktail. Sources said
the 82-year-old man
from Bhubaneswar
with comorbidities was
administered the anti-
body cocktail
(Casirivimab and
Imdevimab) on Mon-
day. The patient was
admitted to the hospi-
tal on May 29 three
days after he tested
positive for the virus.
The decision to admin-
ister the antibody
cocktail was taken by
a board of doctors led
by Director (Medical
Services) of Apollo

Hospitals Dr Ashish
Chandra. Consultant
physician Dr Paresh
Jena said the patient
tolerated the medica-
tion and his condition
is improving. “The pa-
tient with
comorbidities, includ-
ing heart disease and
old brain stroke, was
admitted on day 5 of

the Covid symptoms.
The Covid monoclonal
antibodies were given
on day 6. We are the
first hospital in the
State to begin the com-
bination medication,”
he said. The antibody
cocktail has been rec-
ommended for the
treatment of mild to
moderate Covid-19 in
adults and paediatric
patients of 12 years or
older, weighing at least
40 kg and who are at
high risk of developing
severe disease and do
not require oxygen.
The advantage of the
cocktail to be adminis-

tered once, Dr Jena
said, is that it can be
used on comorbid pa-
tients with heart and
renal diseases, cancer
and other such illnesses.
“It will prevent the con-
dition of the high-risk
patients from worsening
further by reducing the
risk of progressing to
severe disease and fa-
tality by 70 per cent
besides shortening the
duration of symptoms
by four days,” he said.
With health experts ad-
vocating for rational use
of the Covid-19 mono-
clonal antibody cock-
tail, the doctors at the
hospital are optimistic
that the availability of
antibody cocktail can
help in minimising dis-
ease severity, and play
a key role in treatment
of high risk patients
before their condition
worsens. It is, however,
not recommended for
patients who have
moderate or severe dis-
ease with hypoxia. “We
hope the cocktail anti-
body will benefit more
comorbid patients with
mild symptoms on
whom Covid treatment
gets delayed due to
their other serious
comorbid conditions.
We are looking for-
ward to patients taking
advantage of the treat-
ment,” said senior pub-
lic relations officer
Rakesh Ray.

Security review meeting conducted by RPF Puri

(A.O. Bureau)
Bhubaneswar, Jun 1:
Security review meeting
conducted by RPF Puri
to ensure proper en-
forcement of Covid
guidelines at Puri Rail-
way Station and also
safety & security of pas-
sengers. Given presen-

tation for security of
lady passengers travel-
ing alone or with small
children's by proper
implementation "Meri
Saheli initiative". Be-
sides that  briefed & dis-
cussed for proper
checking of empty
Coaches on arrival at

Puri to prevent Criminal
activities and also detect
unconscious, injured
person, if any with an
intension to save their
life. Review/discussed
performance of RPF
specially life saving act
& retrieve luggages/
valuable items.

The Stamp Vendors' Association
congratulates the new IGR
(A.O. Bureau)
Bhubaneswar, Jun 1:
Mr Anil Kumar Samal,
the Central Revenue
Commissioner, has
taken on additional re-
sponsibilities as the new
Inspector General Reg-
istration (IGR).
Ramakrushna Parida,
Secretary, Odisha
Stamp Vendors Federa-

tion, Benudhar
Senapati, Pramod
Kumar Swain, Presi-
dent, Bhubaneswar
Stamp Vendors Asso-
ciation, Binod Kumar
Raut, secretary greeted
the gathering. He hopes
that the issue of stamp
vendors will be re-
solved in the coming
days.

Enforcement Drive's For Implementation Of Covid-19 Guidelines at Khordha Town
(A.O. Bureau)
K h o r d h a ,  J u n  1 :
With corona virus
Case increasing in
Khordha  Di s t r i c t
a u t h o r i t i e s  h a v e
formed enforcement
t e a m s  t o  e n s u r e
strict implementa-
t i o n  o f  c o v i d - 1 9
guidelines would be
ensured and every
one should wear a
face mask and main-
tain social distanc-
ing at public places.
Awareness  t eams

have also formed to
encourage people
to follow anti-co-
r o n a  v i r u s  m e a -
sures .  In  Monday

evening Collector
K h o r d h a  S a n a t
K u m a r  M o h a n t y,
Additional District
Magistrate (ADM)

M a n o j  K u m a r
Padhi ,  Tahasi ldar
K h o r d h a  P a d m a
Charan Sahoo, IIC,
K h o r d h a  M o d e l
P S ,  S a n j a y a
Pattnaik has come
up wi th  a  unique
p u n i s h m e n t  f o r
t h o s e  f l o u t i n g
c o v i d - 1 9  n o r m s .
C o l l e c t o r  M r.
Mohan ty  o rde red
t o  e n s u r e  s t r i c t
implementation of
covid-19 guidelines
in the District.

Odisha Govt offices to function with 30% strength
(A.O. Bureau)
Bhubaneswar, Jun 1: All
department and sub-or-
dinate offices in the state
will function with 30 per-
cent staff strength begin-
ning from June 1 in view
of Covid-19 pandemic.
According to an order
issued by General Ad-
ministration and Public
Grievance Department,
all departments of the
government will function
with 30% strength of
employees (except offic-
ers of the rank of Deputy

Secretary and above
who shall attend office
daily) with effect from
June 1. The departments
will be at liberty to de-
cide the manner of selec-
tion of employees who
will attend office and pre-
pare roster of duty
quickly. However, the
essential offices and ser-
vices such as SRC and
OSDMA offices, Police,
Fire Services, Health
Services, Municipal ser-
vices etc. shall function in
full strength.
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EDITORIAL
Courage

Choppy seas, high-velocity winds, a deadly swell
of rivers and stranded people in the past few days

have dominated prime time television and the front
pages of newspapers. Amid all the grief, we all saw a
common picture of hope, of warmth, of courage: The
men in the uniform! The unsung heroes of the Indian
armed force worked tirelessly and without a fuss when
the nation faced two devastating cyclones in quick
succession, on the back of the ongoing pandemic.
Apart from fanning out in remote parts of the affected
States to provide succour to the hapless civilians fac-
ing the wrath of nature, the jawans — locally called
Thambis, out of love and respect — also served hot
meals to the needy and the poor in Tamil Nadu.  The
armed forces reached out to people in their hour of
need without fanfare and “did the job”, so to say.
Apart from these efforts, there are many instances
when the hardy troopers trudged through chest-high
snow and intense cold, carrying pregnant women on
makeshift stretchers for miles to the nearest hospital
in Kashmir.  And, never a burden on the caring shoul-
ders, the expectant mother managed to reach the hos-
pital safely and deliver a healthy and normal child.
The determination to achieve the “objective”, as called
in military parlance, saw the Indian peace-keeping
contingent in Congo saving more than 1,000 people
from burning lava a fortnight back; so much so that
the locals learned and danced to bhangra beats there
to show their gratitude and appreciation. This extraor-
dinary feat by the Indian Army soldiers found a lau-
datory mention during the International Peacekeep-
ing Day at the United Nations Headquarters in New
York last week. Not too long ago, the images of an
Army officer bringing out five-year-old Prince from a
60-feet borewell pit after more than 50 hours of res-
cue operation in Haryana are still vivid in the mind.
That time, too, everybody watching the event on TV
proudly proclaimed that it’s “my Army”. An emotional
moment, indeed! Trained to work in emergency and
chaos, the armed forces, with the two cyclones be-
hind them, are now again in the thick of the battle
against COVID-19. It can’t be stressed more that as
long as the men in olive-green, the whites or navy
blue are around, the nation must remain reassured that
it’s in the safest of hands. May God bless our forces!

Fresh beginning
By the trial-and-error method, the Union Government

appears to be reaching a stage where it can base its
decisions on vaccinations on real-life data rather than sup-
positional data or data derived from abroad on tangential
bases. The Government now proposes to launch a nation-
wide platform to track vaccination data in India. The Na-
tional Technical Advisory Group on Immunisation will over-
see the programme. The data will be an amalgam of vac-
cine data (impact of vaccinations on immunity from COVID-
19 or reduction in severity), diagnostic data (positivity rate)
and overall disease data (national virus trends and muta-
tions). These three elements will be tracked together to an-
swer a basic question: Should the gap between the vacci-
nation doses, that according to the latest notification is 12-
16 weeks, be reduced or increased? The attempt to seek
the answer comes four and a half months into the vaccina-
tion programme that began on January 16 and after incre-
mentally hiking the jab gap from four-to-six weeks to six-
to-eight weeks to eight-to-12 weeks to 12-to-16, giving
rise to speculation whether the increase had anything to do
with the temporary scarcity of vaccines in the country. The
scarcity in end-April and May had seen a toss-up between
single shot for as many as possible versus two jabs for a
small number of people. It is not yet known when the plat-
form will be ready and when will it start filtering in the re-
sults. The timing is crucial, considering the Government’s
commitment to itself to vaccinate the population by the end
of this year. The Government has to date relied on data
from foreign countries, particularly the UK, to fix its do-
mestic vaccination interval policies. The biggest drawback
of the British data is that it considered only symptomatic
infection, and not severe disease, to show how effective the
vaccine is against COVID-19 and its mutations. Secondly,
there is no convincing evidence based on concrete data
about the efficacy of either reducing or increasing the jab
gap. Thirdly, scientists say that no real-life data is available
about the efficacy of a 12-week gap or beyond and the
only evidence available is from the phase-3 clinical trial.
Fourthly, the UK is sitting comfortably on the vaccination
issue, with over 75 per cent of the population having re-
ceived one dose and nearly quarter of them receiving both
jabs. In contrast, India faces an uphill task as the population
receiving both doses is yet to cross even the 10 per cent
mark and many regions are reeling under the second surge.
The new platform should help answer the following India-
centric questions: How does a single dose of vaccine per-
form against a severe disease? Should India revert to a
small gap in the absence of an effective single-jab vaccine?
What does real-life data (India now has it) tell us about the
effectiveness of an eight-week gap? When will India reach
the point in vaccination where the goal is to prevent the
disease or end all infection?

India can succeed against China
China may be the ‘oldest func-
tioning organisation’ in the world
but India is an inclusive land of
various faiths, cultures and
moulds. India’s mistake has been
to read China and the character
of its leaders through our eyes.
The yellow giant is over 90 per
cent Han by race, unlike our mul-
tilingual culture. China has been
a centralised polity for over 2,000
years uninterrupted. In his heart
of hearts, Mao Zedong, although
a Communist, thought of himself
as an emperor. He was first a
Chinese nationalist and then a
Marxist. He had never been to
Europe, save for a solitary visit
to Russia. Hence Mao was domi-
nantly insular, rather like Russia’s
Josef Stalin. While Jawaharlal
Nehru talked of peace and
Panchsheel, Mao Zedong be-
lieved that political power grows
out of the barrel of a gun. Unlike
Indians, the Chinese are intu-
itively given more to reasoning
than to faith. As a wag in Hong
Kong put it, we like Confucian-
ism for breakfast, Buddhism for
lunch and Taoism for dinner. We
are not so god-fearing as you
people but we dread losing our
face, especially to strangers.
Jawaharlal Nehru, briefed by
Menon, went to the extent of
reading the Chinese through the
latter’s eyes. Indian history was
interrupted by the rule of Islamic
sultanates from 1206 AD to 1526
and, thereafter, the Mughals took
over until officially 1858, when
the Sepoy Rebellion ended.
Thereafter, formally the British
Crown took over, and Europe
influenced Indian thinking for well
over 200 years. We Indians are
thus cast in several different
moulds. On the other hand, as
Jasper Becker in his book The

Chinese has put it: “The Chinese
State is probably the oldest func-
tioning organisation in the world,
dating back more than 2,000
years.” For most of these centu-
ries, it was a centrally governed
empire. It has been a dominantly
a single race country, unlike the
diversity in India. China has never
experienced democracy; its
people have known only imperial-
style subjugation. However, all
these factors do not make the Chi-
nese invincible. It is necessary to
stress this, since my generation
and the next used to be in a bit of
trepidation when it came to deal-
ing with China. I still remember the
1962 invasion as it appeared to me
when I was a resident in Kolkata.
The Peking (now Beijing) Radio
twice a day in November of the
year announced that the troops of
Peoples Liberation Army, as
China’s army is called, were look-
ing forward to “celebrating Christ-
mas in Calcutta”. The possibility
did seem real at the time. When
on the 21st of November, we

heard on the radio news at 8 am
that the Chinese had declared a
unilateral withdrawal, it is diffi-
cult to imagine the relief all
knowing Indians then felt. Read-
ing through the records of the
meetings with Chinese Premier
Chou En-lai until 1960, it seems
clear that the Chinese wanted us
to concede what they had
grabbed in Aksai Chin. They
wanted Tibet to be connected
with Sinkiang by a road which
they had already built. In return,
they would concede what we
claimed in the eastern and middle
sectors. In other words, they
must even today be insisting on
similar terms; India should give
up wanting back the 30,000 sq
km of Aksai Chin they had oc-
cupied in the 1950s, of which
Nehru had said in Parliament:
“Not a blade of grass grows
there.” The reality is that no Gov-
ernment in Delhi can dare sign off
this territory and still hope to re-
main in power. This may be pos-
sible if and when China gets into

a corner, we can get a significant
concession as compensation. With
the most successful of leaders, the
wheel of fortune turns and the
needle stops and points to misfor-
tune. Adolf Hitler and Nazi Ger-
many could do no wrong between
1933 and most of 1942, a span of
nearly 10 years. A man, who after
four years of World War One could
not rise above the rank of corpo-
ral, commanded the finest of Ger-
man Field Marshals with implicit
obedience. The saga of Napoleon
Bonaparte is well known. Presi-
dent Xi Jinping’s ambitions are not
qualitatively different. That is when
the Quad can come into real play.
The US can provoke Beijing on
Taiwan. Japan, with its navy, as
well as Australia’s, can block the
appropriate channels of South
China Sea. That is when India can
play its Himalayan card. India’s
Foreign Ministry can and should
convince the Russian leadership
that the real threat to it will be from
China. Russia has vast empty
spaces of land in Asia and, sooner
or later, China is likely to grab some
of it. The two neighbours share a
long border; Russia has space
without people and China has
people without space. The two
countries fought a war across the
Ussuri River in 1969 and there is
no reason why they cannot clash
again. In 1962, India had the mis-
fortune to be headed by a leader
who told General Lockart, the in-
terim British Commander-in-Chief
of the India Army in 1947, that In-
dia was a “peace-loving country
and it did not need an Army”. The
police was sufficient to protect us.
Moreover, Nehru’s Defence Min-
ister was the Communist Krishna
Menon, who was absolutely cer-
tain that China was a “fraternal”
country and could never attack us.

Prafull Goradia

Tech giants must follow Indian law
They’re supposed to bring the
world closer by democratising
debate, but the opacity of their
functioning and arbitrary deci-
sion-making reveals their biases.
As a vibrant democracy, India
has always welcomed social me-
dia companies to do business in
the country. Social media has
brought the world closer by
democratising debates and en-
abling the exchange of ideas
across borders. But this veneer
of a seamless social media world
has also caused an exponential
rise in hate crimes, fake news,
propaganda and brazenly libel-
ous content. The same holds
true for instant messaging ser-
vices. As a vibrant democracy,
India has always welcomed so-
cial media companies to do busi-
ness in the country. People use
these platforms to question the
government and that strengthens
India’s democratic fabric. The
BJP government has always wel-
comed it with PM Narendra
Modi himself using social media
actively to listen to people and
be heard. So the problem is not
with the use of social media. The
problem is with the misuse of it.
What should be done when that
happens? Working behind thick
walls of opacity, tech giants
function with arbitrary policies
acting not only as platforms for
idea exchange but also censors.
Their algorithms can be manipu-
lated to play up a certain kind
of content and play down other
forms of it. These platforms think
they alone can decide what is
acceptable content. A recent
case in point has been the origin
of coronavirus. American social
media platforms, Twitter in-

cluded, muzzled the discussions
around the possibility of a lab
leak, something that is being con-
sidered now. It is against this
background that the Government
of India decided to revise/super-
sede the Information Technology
(Intermediaries Guidelines) Rules
2011 by the Information Technol-
ogy (Intermediary Guidelines and
Digital Media Ethics Code) Rules
2021. This was notified on Feb-
ruary 25 after wide-ranging con-
sultation with all stakeholders.
The comments and the counter-
comments received against the
draft rules were duly published on
the MEITY website to ensure
transparency. Naturally, the com-
panies did not want to comply.
They tried to take cover behind
claims of attack on the freedom
of expression of the Indian
people. The Congress, other Op-
position parties, and the usual
suspects in the media became the
spokespersons for these private
enterprises that are fighting for a
licence to work with impunity.
None of it is surprising, even if it
is unfortunate. Objectionable
photos are often shared on such
platforms or the reputation of
people sullied without even an
iota of evidence against them.
The IT Rules aim to provide such
people protection. Let’s first un-
derstand what the new law re-
quires social media giants and
messaging apps to do. The new
IT rules make it mandatory for
these companies to establish an
effective grievance redressal
mechanism for receiving and re-
solving complaints from the us-

ers or victims. They are man-
dated to appoint a grievance of-
ficer to deal with complaints and
share the name and contact de-
tails of such officers. Com-
plaints have to be acknowl-
edged within 24 hours and re-
solved within 15 days of re-
ceipt. To ensure online safety,
particularly for women, the law
requires social media compa-
nies to remove or disable ac-
cess to content that exposes the
private parts of individuals,
contains full or partial nudity or
a sexual act or is in the nature
of impersonation including
morphed images within 24
hours of receipt of complaints.
Such a complaint can be filed
either by the individual or by
any other person on his/her be-
half. These IT Rules classify the
social media intermediaries in
two categories: Social media
intermediaries (SMI) and sig-
nificant social media intermedi-
aries (SSMI). The latter com-
prises companies with more
than 50 lakh registered users.
So  Facebook ,  Twi t te r,
Instagram et al come under
SSMI. The IT Rules direct the
SSMIs to appoint a Chief Com-
pliance Officer, Nodal Contact
Person and a Resident Griev-
ance Officer (all Indian resi-
dents) to ensure compliance
with statutory provisions and
act as a point for 24×7 coordi-
nation with law enforcement
agencies. The IT Rules mandate
the SSMIs in the nature of mes-
saging services to enable iden-
tification of the first originator

of the information that is required
for prevention, detection, inves-
tigation, prosecution or punish-
ment of an offence related to
sovereignty and integrity of In-
dia. The information is also to be
made available if there is a threat
to public order or concerns an
offence such as rape, sexually
explicit material or child sexual
abuse. In the US and the UK,
the very same companies, when
asked for the origin of messages
circulated by terrorists, give it.
By trying to stonewall the same
in India, the companies are ex-
hibiting their biases. It is bewil-
dering that these companies
made no rules and never tried to
work in tandem with law en-
forcement agencies in India to
ensure their platforms are safe
for women and that there are
mechanisms to stop misuse.
Their pushback is rather unfor-
tunate. For tech giants to turn
around and accuse the Indian
government of denying freedom
of expression is plain hypocrisy.
To begin with, it isn’t even their
remit. The onus of protecting the
freedom of expression of Indian
citizens is on the democratically
elected Government of India. No
unelected, for-profit foreign
organisation that has zero ac-
countability to the people of India
can dictate terms to the Indian
sovereign. The Indian government
is the custodian of the freedoms
and rights guaranteed to the citi-
zens of the country, who can hold
the government to account if that
doesn’t happen. Tech giants must
understand they cannot undermine
the strong foundations of the
world’s largest democracy by re-
fusing to follow Indian laws.

Bhupender Yadav
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Exploring Small Business Growth Over Time:
Ankit Is Back With New Milestones!

How does a small business growth over time

look like? What can happen to a young

dropshipping store in a mid-term prospec-

tive? Today, we’re discussing these questions

with Ankit who has been in the dropshipping

business for over a year and a half! He has

already shared his first dropshipping steps

with us some time ago, and now, we can’t

wait to see how he’s doing!

Hi, thank you for getting in touch
with us once again! Kindly intro-
duce yourself to the readers who
aren’t familiar with you yet ??
Hi, I’m Ankit, a 22-year-old entre-
preneur from Odisha, India. I have
done over $170,000 in revenue in
the year 2020 with my ecommerce
dropshipping stores and spent over
$50,000 on Instagram and
Facebook advertisements.
Last time we spoke, you men-
tioned your store made $52K+ in
half a year. What has happened to
your business since then?
A lot has changed since my last in-
terview. First of all, the niche I was
selling the products in wasn’t some-
thing I was interested in, even though
it was something which was defi-
nitely making me money. So, I
thought instead of closing that store
and opening a new one which aligned
with my interest. But, then I realised
why don’t I sell this as an asset to
someone who can take this store to
new heights? That would mean more
capital for me to be able to start a
new brand. So, I searched for vari-
ous platforms which would allow me
to list my store for sale. I finally went
ahead with Exchange Marketplace
(by Shopify) which allowed me to
list my business for sale right there.
The procedure to list your store for
sale is pretty simple. You just need
to install the Exchange Marketplace
plugin and answer questions about
your listing (website) and assign a
price to your business. After that,
your listing goes for review. All the
revenue and profit data is verified by
the marketplace before the seller is
allowed to list their website for sale
there. This makes it a safe place to
buy for both sellers and buyers. So,
after that was done, I got multiple
contacts for my listing and finally sold
my brand for a cool $20,000. Here’s
a screenshot for the offer I received-
An incoming offer to buy an already
functioning dropshipping store
As you sold your first store, what
happened to your business next?
I just started making new ones from
scratch. Currently, I’m running 2
stores.
My business has been performing
great and I was able to achieve a
personal milestone of generating
$50,000 in a month and I was so
glad when I achieved it in the month
of December. Here’s a screenshot
from that store:
What, do you think, are the main
reasons behind your business
growth over time?
You won’t believe me but, when I
started out and did $30,000 in a
month, I was doing everything on my
own. I did everything from market-
ing, advertisement, sales copy, video
ads and even customer service all on
my own. But, slowly I transitioned
and came to realize that my time is
much more valuable and that I’m not
doing justice to it. Therefore, I fil-
tered out the things I didn’t like and
just outsourced it to be able to fo-
cus on the parts I did like. This has
been a huge plus to me and my busi-
ness. I have been able to focus more
on marketing and ads which helped
me hit a personal milestone of gen-
erating $50,000 in 30 days.
Is the AliExpress ban in India influ-
encing your business in any way?
Absolutely not. I’m dealing with the
AliExpress ban just fine. Things are

still normal because you can still use
other ways to access the website.
My customers are from outside In-
dia, so it’s not affecting them in any
way, either.
To achieve such an impressive
business growth over time, how do
you develop a product strategy
that would support your intense
marketing efforts?
When I’m just starting out with a
product, I head over to AliExpress
and choose the listing that has at least
4.7/5 stars review. The reason is, I
have found from personal experience
that sellers with reviews lower than
that can be deceptive, or the prod-
uct quality isn’t up to the mark. Sure,
this doesn’t hold true for every seller
there is, but it applies to many. For
setting prices, I try to find the per-
ceived value to the customer and re-
search how much is the customer
already paying for the exact or simi-
lar product. I aim for a price around
10%-20% higher than the selling
price to be able to account for all
the marketing expenses. There was
this one time where I was selling a
product successfully for $34.99 and
everything was good but I wasn’t
happy with the profit margins I was
getting. So, I wanted to try a higher
price point for it, but then again, I
didn’t want to lose customers ow-
ing to the higher price. So, I did some
A/B price testing and increased the
price to $39.99. To my surprise, for
every 1,000 visitors the higher price
point converted 30% better than
$34.99. This made me realize that I
don’t need to be blindly basing my
pricing by multiples such as 2X or
3X. Rather, I need to be able to per-
ceive the value it provides to the cus-
tomers.
What are the most important
things that you have learned dur-
ing your business journey?
I feel the most important lesson I
learnt during this year is to be per-
sistent and to have blind faith in my-
self and my abilities. There’s a lot of
newbies asking how to start their first
business online. Well, there’s tons of
free resources which I personally
followed for a year before even
thinking of indulging myself seriously
in this business. Also, ecommerce
isn’t the only way to make money,
neither is it the easiest. But, what I
am sure about is if you are persis-
tent in your efforts, then you can
surely achieve anything you want.
In general, how has your life changed
alongside your business growth over
time? What are your next goals?
Things have been the same more or
less. I haven’t had the freedom to
go on trips and “lay back”, so to
speak. Still, I’m looking forward to
things returning back to normal for
me to be able to go on those trips.
Professionally, I want to achieve $1
million in revenue this year. It’s not
impossible but it’s not an easy feat.
So, wish me luck?
Thank you, Ankit, for your detailed and in-

sightful answers! Most surely, it’s incredibly

inspirational to see what a well-thought-out

approach can do for a steady business growth

over time. We do wish you the best of luck and

hope to see your dropshipping business set-

ting and breaking new ambitious records!

By Yaroslav Nevsky

Yaroslav is a founder of AliDropship

Community helping people worldwide to start

and run a successful dropshipping business.

Ganjam Dist. Covid-19 V.C. preparatory for prevention
(A.O. Bureau)
Ganjam, Jun 1: Ganjam
administration has taken
all the video confrancing
meet with all delegates
along with, tehsildars
BDOs' and executive
officers under the chair-
manship of District Mag-
istrate Vijay Amrita
Kulange this morning to
oversee the steps taken
to prevent the outbreak
of the second wave of
corona. In view of the
second wave in the dis-
trict, the district collec-
tor has directed to con-
duct daily RTPCR tests
and antigen tests in each
block. In The video
confrancing  discussed
daily with two or three
village panchayat
sarpanches, people's
representatives and
health workers monitors,
and suggested that ap-

propriate steps be taken
to protect the public.
The district collector en-
couraged ordinary
people as well to take
part in solving this great
task: "One of the things
you and other people can
do is keep up the pres-
sure., there are going to
be some difficult deci-
sions for government".
He called on VC and
executive officers to
monitor the area in areas

where there is a high in-
cidence of coronavirus
infection and then keep
a close eye on the health
center. He also sug-
gested checking the call
center twice a day. He
apeal to the common
people as well to take
part in solving this great
task: "One of the things
you and other people can
do is keep up the
pressure,there are going
to be some difficult de-

cisions for government.
For the protection of
women, children, preg-
nant women and mid-
wives.  He instructed
the district social wel-
fare officer to take ap-
propriate steps to pro-
tect them in consultation
with the DPO and
Anganwadi workers.
The revenue chariot will
go to two gram
panchayats daily to pro-
vide various certificates

and leases with the aim
of providing services
near the house. The dis-
trict magistrate sug-
gested that the
Madhuban pension
scheme, distribution of
ration cards, etc. could
be achieved if the houses
were delivered. The
meeting was attended by
Project Director  District
Rural Development
Agency Sinde Datatreya
Bhau Saheb, Berhampur
Sub-District collector V
Kirti Vasan, Project Di-
rector Duda Sudam
Charan Mandal, Addi-
tional District Commis-
sioner Lina Kumari
Khes, Amiya Kumar
Sahu, Deputy District
C o m m i s s i o n e r
Chhatrapur Priya Ranjan
Prasad.  Shyam Sundar
Tripathi were attend
there.

Seventy (70) liters of foreign liquor were seized by MalKangiri police

(A.O. Bureau)
Malkangiri, Jun 1:  A
man named K Murali,
near Satsang Bihar in
the Sadar sub-division,
raided the Malkangiri
police station today af-
ter receiving information
that he was illegally
storing large quantities

of foreign liquor in his
house and selling it at an
exorbitant price  A po-
lice team led by Adarsh
??police officer Ram
Prasad Nag raided and
confiscated many
bottles of liquor from
various companies and
arrested Mr K Murli

The IIC Police Mr. Nag
informed that all the
seized liquor was 70 li-
ters   The accused has
been arraigned under
Malkangiri Police Sta-
tion Case No. 190/21
under Section 52 of the
Odisha Excise Act and
court forwarded

Selected for "Rashtriya Samaj Seva Ratna-2021"

(A.O. Bureau)
Paradip, Jun 1: It was
declared that Young So-
cial Worker in Paradeep
area, Mr Sachitra kumar
Rout President of "Smile
Charitable trust",
Paradeep and  working
with Paradeep Phos-
phates Limited has been
selected for prestigious
social award"Rashtriya
Samaj Seva Ratna-

2021", this award being
felicitated for co-
memorating  the memory
of Bharat Ratna,Nelson
Mandela.Organised by
the Global human rights
foundation- New Delhi,
for his  dedicated social
work,helps to poor
people especially for
providing food clothes to
the needy people during
covid-19, and will con-
tinue the same till this
pandemics exist.For his
good humanity and this
prestigious award will be
received in this month.It
is very much proud for
Paradeep locality also
this will be continuing in
the same spirit.

Opening of the overhead tank
(A.O. Bureau)
Rengali, Jun 1: Overhead
tank drinking water supply
has been inaugurated at
Sangramal in Tamparkela
Panchayat Sangramal in
Rengali block of Sambalpur
district. Drinking water cri-
sis erupted in Tamparkela
panchayat. The surround-
ing head tank will benefit the
drinking water supply of the
surrounding villagers. The

Tamparkela Sarpanch was
the chief guest at the over-
the-counter drinking water
inauguration ceremony. A
large number of villagers, in-
cluding E Indumati Pandey
chief of the RWSS, Biranchi
Bagh of the village,
Rajendra Sahu,
Rameshwar Pradhan,
Sudagar Sahu, Aditya
Prasad Badei of the village
were present.

Vaccination drive for contract labour at NTPC Kaniha
(A.O. Bureau)
Talcher, Jun 1: NTPC
Talcher Kaniha orga-
nized a Covid vaccina-
tion camp on
31.05.2021 for its con-
tract labour in the age
group of 45 years and
above. On this occa-
sion, 130 beneficiaries
were vaccinated and
the remaining will be
vaccinated in due
course of time. The

from the highly infec-
tious COVID-19.
During the drive, all the
safety protocols were
followed including so-
cial distancing, hand
sanitisation, etc.
People were directed
about all the proce-
dures and precautions
to be followed at ev-
ery step. NTPC
Talcher Kaniha earlier
joined the nationwide

vaccination campaign
to prevent the spread
of Coronavirus by
vaccinating its employ-
ees and their depen-
dents who were above
45 years in age. NTPC
Kaniha is strongly
committed to the re-
duction and prevention
of COVID19 and is
proactively taking all
necessary steps to
combat it.

Covid 19 Awareness By Tulasikhetra Charitable Trust Odisha
(A.O. Bureau)
Kendrapara, Jun 1:
Covid awerness
programme Organized
by On behalf of the ad-
vanced institution
TULASIKHETRA
CHARITABLE TRUST
in online virtual.Infection

Of Second  wave  of
covid is spread in villages
more than city. In this
clockwise moment a re-
sponsible social Institu-
tion try aware to peaople
is continue. In this regard
this evening kurutunga
primary health center in

change Dr.Ritendra
Mohanty, National youth
project host
Mr.Madhusudan Das,
yoga guru Gopal Das and
journalist Birendra Das
They all take the lead and
spread the awerness
speach.

vaccination drive will
provide much needed

blanket coverage to
the contract workers

Black-bucks dead by vehicle crash
(A.O. Bureau)
Aska, Jun 1: A rare
black-tailed deer has
been killed in an uni-
dentified vehicle colli-
sion between
Gunthapada and
Balichhai on the
Bhanjanagar National
Highway. The incident
took place as the deer
was crossing the road.
The dead black-bucks

in search of food and
water. On the other
hand, there is no pro-
vision for the protection
of these rare animals,
and the lives of these
animals are being ru-
ined due to the fact that
people are not throw-
ing them away despite
the speeding of traffic in
the areas where they
roam.

deer is about a year and
a half old. The rare
black-bucks deer,
which roams the Asika
forest, has been
stranded several times
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Janhvi Kapoor recalls mom Sridevi told her to 'never depend on anyone'
Mumbai, Jun 1: Janhvi
Kapoor has said that
powerful women
around her inspire her.
She also recalled her
mother Sridevi's ad-
vice. Actor Janhvi
Kapoor has said that
she is inspired by pow-
erful women, because
they don’t depend on
anyone for anything.
She said that her
mother, the late actor
Sridevi, advised her to
'make (her) own iden-
tity'. Sridevi died in
February 2018, just a
few months before the
release of Janhvi's de-
but film, Dhadak.
Sridevi could not watch
the finished movie but
filmmaker Karan Johar,
who produced it, had
shown her snippets of

her daughter's work. In
an interview with Elle
India, Janhvi was asked
whom she is inspired
by. She said, "Just pow-
erful women around
me. From my peers,
Alia (Bhatt), Sara (Ali
Khan) to Beyoncé to
even my sister, it is in-
spiring to see women

who embrace them-
selves and don’t de-
pend on anyone for
anything. It’s exactly
what my mother also
told me. 'Never depend
on anyone, and make
your own identity'." She
also spoke about the
personal loss that she
suffered ahead of

Dhadak. "Because of
what was happening in
my personal life, I was
very disconnected from
what was happening
around me. In hindsight,
I would have been
more engaged. I would
have tried to create
more of an impression.
I was getting a certain

amount of attention, but
my mind was some-
where else altogether,"
she said. Janhvi was last
seen in Roohi, which
also starred
Rajkummar Rao and
Varun Sharma. The
horror-comedy be-
came the first major
Hindi film to arrive in
theatres after the gov-
ernment allowed cin-
ema halls nationwide to
operate at full capacity.
In March, she wrapped
the filming of Good
Luck Jerry. She was to
return to the sets of
Dostana 2 but the film
has hit a hurdle as
Dharma Productions
announced that they are
recasting the movie.
Previously, the film also
starred Kartik Aaryan.

Nisha Rawal accuses Karan Mehra of
having an affair, years of 'constant abuse'
New Delhi, Jun 1: Nisha
Rawal has accused her
husband, actor Karan
Mehra, of infidelity and
'constant abuse over the
years'. Karan was ar-
rested and subsequently
granted bail following
an altercation with
Nisha on Monday.
Nisha Rawal has ac-
cused her husband, ac-
tor Karan Mehra, of
having an affair and con-
stantly abusing her over
the years. Nisha on
Monday filed an FIR
against Karan, accusing
him of domestic vio-
lence. He was let out on
bail on Tuesday. In an
interview, Nisha said
that she hadn't spoken
about the domestic vio-
lence that she had been
facing, because she
loves Karan and was
concerned about his 'im-
age'. “One of the
charges filed by me
against him is of domes-
tic violence. I hadn’t
spoken about it for so
many years as I under-
stand that for an actor
his career and image are
of utmost importance.
In spite of being consid-
erate and compassion-
ate I have had to face
something like this," she
told a leading daily.
"This is definitely about
Karan having an extra
marital affair, me trying
to work on the mar-
riage, him not even tak-
ing responsibility of the
child and constant abuse
over the years, which I
have never spoken
about. I have evidence
to authenticate my
claim,” she added.
Nisha said that she
learned about the al-
leged affair a 'couple of

months ago' and that she
confronted him about it
after discovering text
messages. She contin-
ued, "I have not be-
haved like a woman
who will rip a man into
pieces. I asked him if he
didn’t want to continue
then no problem. I flew
down to his parents in
Noida. My own mother
got to know about it a

few weeks ago. I hid it
from my family and
friends, as I wanted to
save the marriage. After
my mother learnt about
the trouble in our mar-
riage, I told her that I
was still willing to work
on it if he wanted to."
But 'after putting up for
so long', she said, she
told him that they should
split 'around a month
ago'. She said that
Karan agreed. Karan
has accused Nisha of
demanding an unrea-
sonable amount of
money in alimony. Re-
sponding to this, she
said, "It’s about my
child and me. I got to
know about his affair,
repeated abuses... I ig-
nored it, because I
wanted to keep the mar-
riage intact and I was
also worried about his

image of Naitik...
goody-two-shoes." In
an interview with
Hindustan Times after
his bail was granted,
Karan said that Nisha is
'bipolar'. He accused
her of having spat on him
and staged an injury to
have him arrested. He
said, "Nisha barged into
my bedroom, as we
have been sleeping in

separate bedrooms
since a while. She be-
gan shouting and abus-
ing my family, told me,
‘I will ruin your life',
spat on me and I calmly
told her not to behave
in this manner and to go
back to her bedroom. I
didn’t want to talk right
then. I got up to go into
the bathroom when she
suddenly banged her
head on the wall and
said, ‘ab dekho kya
hota’. Actually, Nisha
has mood swings and
violent anger streak.
She would throw stuff
and hit herself and oth-
ers. Five-six years ago,
she was diagnosed as
bipolar. People, includ-
ing our friends and rela-
tives, have seen her
behaviour in public and
I couldn’t take it any-
more.

New Delhi, Jun 1: Smok-
ing disables the lungs
making it harder for the
body to ward off
Coronavirus and other
infections. Tobacco is
additionally a significantly
perilous factor for non-
communicable diseases
The risk of serious infec-
tion, prerequisites of ven-
tilatory help and death rate
are multiplied in patients
who are active smokers.
Without appropriate
treatment for COVID-
19, smoking remains an
adverse factor in the re-
sult. Tobacco kills more
than 8 million people in-
ternationally every year.

A
silent
killer

More than 7 million of
these are from direct to-
bacco use and around
1.2 million are because of
non-smokers who are
being exposed to passive
smoke. Tobacco smok-
ing is a proven risk factor
for some respiratory con-
taminations and builds the
seriousness of respiratory
illnesses. Various investi-
gations uncovered that
active smoking and a
background marked by
smoking are altogether
connected with ex-
panded COVID-19 se-
riousness. Tobacco
smokers (cigarettes,
bidis, warmed tobacco
items) might be more
dangerous against
COVID-19, as the pro-
cess of smoking includes
contact of fingers with the
lips, which increases the
chance of transmission of
infections from hand to
mouth. COVID-19 is a
serious infection that fun-
damentally harms the

lungs. Smoking disables
the lungs making it harder
for the body to ward off
COVID and other infec-
tions. Tobacco is addi-
tionally a significantly per-
ilous factor for non-com-
municable illnesses like
cardiovascular infection,
malignancy, respiratory
sickness and diabetes
which put individuals with
these conditions at higher
risk for creating serious
disease when influenced
by COVID-19. Acces-
sible exploration recom-
mends that smokers are
at higher risk of suffering
from severe sickness and

substitution treatments.
The SARS-COV-2
pandemic should fill in as
a force for patients and
those in danger to keep
up great wellbeing prac-
tices and end smoking.
An appeal from
healthcare workers on
World No Tobacco
Day: As the COVID-19
pandemic keeps on trou-
bling social orders
around the world, our
investigation proposes
that quitting smoking ad-
dresses perhaps the
most quickly modifiable
danger variables to
lessen the significant
bleakness related to the
sickness and severity
brought on by COVID.
Considering this discov-
ery, governments,
policymakers and other
key partners should
guarantee that fitting
measures are taken to
help and quit smoking to
secure weak popula-
tions.

demise. Within 20 min-
utes of quitting tobacco,
there is a raised pulse and
circulatory strain drop.
Following 12 hours, the
carbon monoxide level in
the circulatory system
drops to typical. Within
two-12 weeks, the
course improves and lung
function increases. Nico-
tine substitution treat-
ments such as gum and
fixes are intended to help
smokers quit tobacco.
The Government pre-
scribes that smokers find
quick ways to stop by
utilising demonstrated
strategies like nicotine

Aamir Khan’s daughter Ira Khan confesses
her love for boyfriend Nupur Shikhare

New Delhi, Jun 1: Ac-
tor Aamir Khan’s
daughter Ira Khan
seems to be totally
smitten by her boy-
friend Nupur
Shikhare,  and her
regular love-filled
posts on Instagram are
proof. Ira on Sunday,
shared a video of sev-
eral clicks with Nupur
and just couldn’t get
enough of her “cutie.”
The video is  a
slideshow of adorable
moments between Ira
and Nupur. These in-
clude their time to-
gether at  part ies,
camping, mountains,
bir thday bashes,

physical training, in the
pool, and other activi-
ties. In her caption, Ira
expressed her love as
she wrote, “You’re my
anchor.  #love
#dreamboy #hashtags
feel stupid. I love you
soo much, cutie!” Ira
and Nupur have been
open about their rela-
tionship and do not
shy away from show-
ering love on each
other on social media.
From giving him a
haircut to attending
Ira’s cousin Zayn
Marie’s wedding to-
gether, this couple has
done all. They made
their relationship pub-

lic during Valentine’s
weekend this year, al-
though they frequently
posted about each
other before as well.
On the work from, Ira
recently launched her
Agatsu Foundation
with an attempt at pro-
viding mental health
support during these
extraordinary times.
The 24-year-old took
to her Instagram
handle to make the an-
nouncement last
week. Ira herself was
diagnosed with clinical
depression four years
ago, and has openly
spoken about it in the
past.

My dad has severe comorbidities, but at 78 he was still so positive: Abhishek Bachchan on Covid-19 battle
New Delhi, Actor
Abhishek Bachchan
called his fight with
Covid-19, “not a nice
experience” and
stressed that staying
positive was the only
option for him, back
then. Abhishek was in-
fected with the
coronavirus in July last
year, and tested nega-
tive after remaining
hospitalised for 29
days. Abhishek tested
positive alongside his
superstar father
Amitabh Bachchan who
was with him in the same
hospital for a longer pe-
riod of time. Abhishek’s
wife Aishwarya Rai and

daughter Aaradhya
were hospitalised for a
week. Speaking during
a social media live mo-
tivational podcast with
international speaker
Anand Chulani, as re-
ported by IANS,
Abhishek said, “It was
not a nice experience for
me because you know
I had a family that was
inflicted by this as well.
If you are in a situation
where you are under
medical supervision,
you are very powerless.
The initial nights when I
was in hospital, it was
tough to sleep because I
didn’t know really what
awaited me on the other

side.” Abhishek, how-
ever revealed that seeing
the fighting spirit of his fa-
ther, Bachchan senior,
who has severe
comorbidities, was inspir-
ing. He further added that
Amitabh Bachchan is a
“good company to have.”
“It was wonderful to
wake up and go see my
father who last year was

78 years old, a man with
severe comorbidities but
him being positive and
having that fighting spirit
to get through this. At that
point of time my energies
were obviously directed
towards him and him be-
coming better because
you fear for your parents,
it’s actually of a sensitive
age group,” Abhishek

said in the same podcast.
He added, “He is also a
great friend of mine, so it
was good to shoot the
breeze with him. There
was some good banter
that went on, I mean he
is a good roomy in that
sense.” Abhishek, who
last appeared in The Big
Bull, will also be seen in
Bob Biswas. He was
shooting for Dasvi, when
all production was sus-
pended due to the sec-
ond wave of the
coronavirus. Amitabh
Bachchan, on the other
hand, has Chehre up for
release soon. He also has
Brahmastra and Good
Bye in his kitty.

Pavitra Rishta turns 12: Sushant Singh Rajput and Ankita Lokhande’s unreleased song from show leaves fans emotional
New Delhi, Jun 1:
Sushant and Ankita’s
onscreen chemistry was
the highlight of Pavitra
Rishta, and “Jaisi Ho
Waisi Raho” only proves
that. The song, which has
been composed by Vinay
Ram Tiwari and sung by
Yasser Desai, however,
never made it to the final
cut. Zee Music released
the video on its YouTube
channel in 2018. Sushant

Singh Rajput made his
acting debut with Ekta
Kapoor’s Kis Desh
Mein Hai Meraa Dil
(2008). But it was his
character of Manav in
Pavitra Rishta that made
him a household name.
Producer Ekta Kapoor
on Tuesday shared a
video of Pavitra Rishta
that ran for five years. In
her caption, she wrote,
“12 years n a million

memories later. Pain love
n angst makes this show
d purest bond ever!
#pavitrarishta u resur-
rected my career gave
me life long bonds !
Thankuuuuuu.” In her re-
ply to Ekta, Ankita wrote,
“Forever grateful.” In a
previous post, Ekta
Kapoor had last year re-
vealed post that Sushant
wasn’t the first choice of
the channel.
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Carolina Marin pulls out of Tokyo Olympics
due to knee injury, to undergo surgery

New Delhi, Jun 1: Reigning Olym-
pic champion shuttler Carolina
Marin on Tuesday confirmed she
would not be a part of the Tokyo
Olympics as she has torn her ACL
in practice. The badminton star will
undergo surgery this week. Marin,
on Tuesday, said in a statement
posted on her Twitter handle, “Af-
ter the examinations during the
weekend and the medical consul-
tation, I confirm that I have torn the
ACL and both meniscus on my left
knee. I will undergo surgery this
week and start my recovery.” “This
is another blow that I have to deal,
but I will certainly be back. The
preparation during the last two
months had become very difficult
for reasons beyond the team’s con-

trol, but we were excited and knew
that I would be in the best shape for
the Olympics. It won’t be possible.”
The Olympic Games are schedule
to begin on July 23. Marin, a three-
time World Champion, was a title
favourite as she had been in red-hot
form this year, winning four of the
five finals that she played. “I want
to thank everyone for your support
and messages during these days. I
know that I am in safe hands and
that I have a lot of people by my
side.” Marin had earlier suffered an
ACL injury on her right knee in Janu-
ary 2019, which kept her out of the
courts until September of that year.
Marin had defeated India’s P V
Sindhu in the finals to claim the gold
at the 2016 Rio Olympics.

Australian softball team arrives in Japan for Olympic camp
Tokyo, Jun 1: Australia's
Olympic softball squad
touched down in Japan
on Tuesday and was
among the earliest arriv-
als for the Tokyo Games.
The so-called Aussie
Spirit will be in camp in
Ota City, north of Tokyo,
and will narrow the squad
down from 23 to 15
ahead of their opening
Olympic game against
host Japan on July 21 —
two days before the offi-
cial opening ceremony.
The softball squad arrive
at a time of mounting
pressure on Japanese or-
ganizers, with polls in Ja-
pan showing a majority of
people want the Olym-
pics delayed again or
canceled because of the
COVID-19 pandemic.
Fans from abroad have
already been barred
from attending the Olym-
pics, and there's increas-
ing speculation that games
will be held in empty sta-
diums. A state of emer-
gency in Tokyo, Osaka
and other prefectures was
last week extended until
June 20 as COVID-19
cases continue to put the
medical system under

strain. Cancellation pres-
sure grows daily on To-
kyo organizers and the
International Olympic
Committee as more
questions arise about the
risks of bringing 15,000
Olympic and Paralympic
athletes from more than
200 countries and terri-
tories into Japan. The
IOC says more than 80%
of athletes and staff stay-
ing in the Olympic Village
on Tokyo Bay will be

vaccinated. They are ex-
pected to remain largely
in a bubble at the village
and at venues. Softball
Australia chief executive
David Pryles said the
squad, which hasn't

played international op-
position since February
2020, would be taking
the “utmost care” in
terms of keeping them-
selves and the public
safe. “All staff and play-
ers heading to Japan to-
day are fully vaccinated
thanks to the Australian
Olympic Committee,”
Pryles said. “They'll also
be undergoing stringent
testing and checks as
soon as they land at the

airport and throughout
their camp and (the)
Olympics.” Pryles said
player movements
would be restricted to
one level of the team ho-
tel in Ota, which would

include meals, meetings
and gym work, and the
stadium where they'll
play a series of games
against local professional
teams and two games
against Japan's national
team. “We're incredibly
grateful the people of
Ota City and their gov-
ernment for hosting the
squad who will respect
the restrictions placed
upon us," he said. Ian
Chesterman, the head of

Australia's Olympic con-
tingent, said athletes and
officials were “very com-
fortable" with the pre-
cautions being put in
place for the Tokyo
Games. “These athletes

. . . Are committed to not
only look after them-
selves but do the right
thing by the Japanese
population as well, and be
ready for the games,”
Chesterman said. "And I
think we're very comfort-
able with the protocols
that have been put in
place to manage not only
this group of athletes but
the Australian team when
we get there.”   Australia
is targeting its first Olym-

pic softball gold medal,
having collected either sil-
ver or bronze in 1996,
2000, 2004 and 2008
before the sport was cut
from the program for the
2012 and 2016.

‘I will never stop’: Serena Williams’ French Open 2021 outfit, hidden details
New Delhi, Jun 1:
Serena Williams won
the first scheduled night
session in French Open
history as she overcame
two set points to beat
Irina-Camelia Begu 7-6
(6), 6-2 under the lights
in the first round.
Matches at last year’s
tournament in Septem-
ber stretched into the
night on courts with new
lights. But scheduled
night play is new this
year at Roland Garros.
Williams and Begu took

the court in the twilight
at 9 PM with the sta-
dium stands empty. Fans
are being admitted for
day matches this year,
but not for night ses-
sions. Williams struggled
with her first serve but
moved well and played
aggressively, charging
forward when she had
the chance. Facing a set
point in the tiebreaker,
she sprinted in and from
the service line whacked
a nervy swinging volley
for a winner. But what

grabbed the attention of
eagle-eyed fans were the
stunning details on the
39-year-old’s outfit and
shoes, including a range
of motivational slogans.
But most importantly,

and most prominently,
was the name of her
three-year-old daughter
Olympia. She even got
the ‘RG’ initials on them
for Roland-Garros. Ad-
ditionally, she had two in-

spirational quotes on
them, ‘je ne m’arrêterai
pas’ and ‘je ne
m’arrêterai jamais.’ It
translated as ‘I will not
stop’ and ‘I will never
stop fighting.’ Williams
has won the French
Open three times, most
recently in 2015, and at
age 39 is chasing a
record-tying 24th Grand
Slam singles title. Will-
iams improved to 77-1
in first-round Slam
matches. The loss came
in Paris in 2012.

Federer wins on return to paris
Paris, Jun 1: Roger
Federer’s first match at
any major tournament in
16 months ended with a
6-2, 6-4, 6-3 victory
over qualifier Denis
Istomin at the French
Open. It was a case of
many happy returns —
and serves, forehands,
backhands, volleys and
drop shots, too. Show-
ing no signs of rust, really,
or trouble with the right
knee that needed two
operations last year,
Federer produced more
than twice as many win-
ners as unforced errors
— 48 to 20 — and
never faced a break point
while improving to 8-0
against Istomin over their

careers. Federer, whose
40th birthday is August 8,
hadn’t appeared on the
Grand Slam stage since
Jan. 30, 2020, when he
lost to Novak Djokovic
in the semifinals of the
Australian Open. Before
Federer’s match, reigning
women’s champion Iga
Swiatek made a winning
start to her French Open
title defence with a
straight-sets victory over
Kaja Juvan, while men’s
second seed Daniil
Medvedev finally
reached round two for
the first time at Roland

Garros. Swiatek, cel-
ebrating her 20th birth-
day, saw off her good
friend Juvan 6-0, 7-5 on
Court Philippe Chatrier.
The Polish player, who
became the first major
singles champion from
her country last October,
hit 22 winners in an im-
pressive opening to her
bid for a second straight
Roland Garros triumph.
“I tried to put it behind me
(being defending cham-
pion) and kind of use it in
a positive way because I
just know that I’m feel-
ing good here,” said the
eighth seed, who was
presented with flowers
on court after the match
for her birthday. “Obvi-

ously it’s different. It’s
more stressful a little bit.”
Medvedev, who had lost
in the first round in all of
his four previous appear-
ances in the tournament,
put his poor clay-court
form behind him by beat-
ing the dangerous
Alexander Bublik 6-3, 6-
3, 7-5. It is not just in
Paris that Medvedev has
struggled on clay. The
Russian had lost eight of
his previous nine matches
on the surface dating
back to 2019. But the
two-time Grand Slam
runner-up was too strong

for Kazakh Bublik, set-
ting up a second-round
tie against either Austra-
lian wildcard Christopher
O’Connell or US player
Tommy Paul. “It was a
good match and I’ve
been training really well,”
said the 25-year-old
Medvedev, who lost the
Australian Open final to
Novak Djokovic in Feb-
ruary. “I’d never won at
Roland Garros before so
I really wanted to win to-
day. To win in three sets
was a brilliant match on
my part. Medvedev is
bidding to take advan-
tage of being in the op-
posite half of the draw to
13-time champion Rafael
Nadal, Djokovic and

Federer, while fourth
seed Dominic Thiem was
knocked out on Sunday.
Elsewhere on Monday,
Italian teenager Jannik
Sinner, the 18th seed,
saved a match point
against home favourite
Pierre-Hugues Herbert to
win 6-1, 4-6, 6-7 (4/7),
7-5, 6-4. John Isner won
the battle of the Ameri-
can big-servers with Sam
Querrey 7-6 (7/2), 6-3,
6-4, while former
women's finalist Marketa
Vondrousova came from
a set down to beat Kaia
Kanepi 4-6, 6-3, 6-0.

India players’ families to be allowed for UK trip; no BCCI officials for WTC final

New Delhi, Jun 1: The
families of players and
support staff of both the
Indian men’s and
women’s cricket teams
will be allowed to ac-
company them during
their lengthy tour of En-
gland this month, a se-
nior BCCI source re-
vealed on Tuesday. The

BCCI had put in a re-
quest that the players be
allowed the company of
their loved ones given
that they have to spend
a considerable amount of
time in a bio-secure
bubble because of the
COVID-19 pandemic.
However, it is learnt that
none of the BCCI of-

fice-bearers, including
president Sourav
Ganguly and secretary
Jay Shah will be present
for the World Test
Championship final
against New Zealand in
Southampton from June
18-22, due to the strict
quarantine rules of the
country. “Yes, it’s good

news that players will
have their families during
the tour of UK. Ditto for
the women’s team who
can also have their fami-
lies around. These are
times when mental well-
being of players is para-
mount. “The BCCI un-
derstands that we need
our players and support
staff to be in a good head
space,” the source told
PTI. However, he also
informed that Ganguly
and Shah, who were
originally supposed to be
in England for the WTC
final won’t be going there
for the time being. “As
far as I know, the ECB
didn’t grant permission
to them (Ganguly and
Shah). Normally, admin-
istrators go before the

Test match but as per
quarantine rules, since
they are not playing
members, they would
have had to undergo
hard quarantine of 10
days. “The team rules
wouldn’t have been appli-
cable as far as president
and secretary is con-
cerned,” the official further
added. The Indian men’s
and women’s teams will
be leaving for
Southampton after their
London touchdown.
While women play their
one-off Test in Bristol
from June 16-19, they will
also do their hard quaran-
tine in Southampton along
with the men’s contingent
at Hotel Hilton which is a
part of the Hampshire
Bowl property.

Brazil will host Copa America
New Delhi, Jun 1: South
American football governing
body CONMEBOL on Mon-
day announced Brazil as the
new hosts for Copa America
2021 in place of Argentina
which was suspended as host
country on Sunday night ‘in
view of the current circum-
stances’, as the football crazy
country endures a record surge

in Covid-19 cases. “The
C O N M E B O L
@CopaAmerica 2021 will be
played in Brazil! Tournament
start and end dates are con-
firmed. The venues and the fix-
ture will be informed by
CONMEBOL in the next few
hours. The oldest national
team tournament in the world
will make the whole continent

vibrate!, the governing body
tweeted. The 47th edition of
the tournament that will take
place from June 13 to July 10
was initially supposed to jointly
hosted by Argentina and Co-
lombia. But last week due to
growing deadly unrest in Co-
lombia, they were stripped as
co-hosts and on Sunday
CONMEBOL annouced that

the tournament is not possible
in Argentina too which left the
marquee South American
event without a host country
only two weeks before kick-
off. “CONMEBOL informs
that in view of the current cir-
cumstances it has decided to
suspend the organization of the
Copa America in Argentina,”
CONMEBOL had tweeted.
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There Is No Ban On Buying Cryptocurrency In India! RBI Said-
Banks Should Strictly Follow All The Rules Including KYC

(A.O. Bureau)
New Delhi, Jun 1: The
Reserve Bank of India
has given a big relief to
Indian investors invest-
ing capital in
cryptocurrencies. The
RBI has said that the
Supreme Court on
March 4, 2020, has re-
jected the circular is-
sued by the banks on 6
April 2018 instructing
their customers to stay
away from trading in
digital currency. In other
words, after the clarifi-
cation of the Reserve
Bank, the way of buy-
ing and selling
cryptocurrency in India
has become clear. Let
us inform that many
public and private

banks, including State
Bank of India and
HDFC Bank, had sent
e-mails to their custom-
ers, instructing them to
stay away from dealing
in virtual currency. RBI
has instructed banks and
other institutions to
strictly follow KYC
rules, anti money laun-
dering and other rules
while investing in
cryptocurrencies. Ex-
plain that banks had also
refused to provide ser-
vices of cryptocurrency
exchange to their cus-
tomers citing the old cir-
cular of RBI. The
country’s largest
cryptocurrency ex-
change Wazir-X
(WazirX) faced a lot of

trouble during May
2021 in depositing and
withdrawing customer
funds along with its
banking partners. Ear-
lier in many media re-
ports, it was also told
that many banks had
also warned their cus-
tomers to suspend ac-
counts when they deal in
cryptocurrency. It hap-
pened that some banks,
including Usbi and
HDFC Bank, were sent
a warning email to cus-
tomers asking them to
stay away from buying
and selling
cryptocurrencies like
Bitcoin / Dogecoin.
Also cautioned that their
bank cards may be can-
celed if the warning is
not followed. On this,
the Reserve Bank has
given relief to those in-
vesting in
cryptocurrency by clear-
ing the situation. The cen-
tral bank said that the cir-
cular which the bank is
referring to for this warn-
ing has been rejected by
the Supreme Court. In
this case, the validity of
his old order has ended.

Wittify provides special effort for students during the pandemic period of covid-19
(A.O. Bureau)
Bhubaneswar, Jun 1:
Amidst covid pandemic
students have been
studying online for more
than a year but their
valuable academic year
has not been fully uti-
lized. Therefore,
"wittify" is providing
free communication
skill, etiquette, inter-
view skills etc. to the
students studying in col-
leges and universities.

This year, "wittify" has
come out with an inno-
vative competition
called Rajo Queen-
2021, to appeal young
students over 16 years
of age. There is a pro-
vision of Crown and
Sash to the best par-
ticipants. As a part of
this, married women
are also being encour-
aged to take part in this
training and there is a
provision of rewards

also. Mrs India Global
Rosa and Internation-
ally trained trainers will
provide free training
classes. This registra-
tion and training is
available at free of
cost. So students can
take part in this training
and competition by
scanning the QR Code
or Registration can be
made at
www.facebook.com/
wittify.in.

NTPC Darlipali undertakes Major Cleanliness Drive/Awareness under Swachhta Pakhwada
(A.O. Bureau)
Sundergarh, Jun 1:
NTPC Dar l ipa l i
s tar ted 'Swachhta
Pakhwada Abhiyan'
from 16th May to
31st May, 2021 un-
der the cleanliness
initiative of Swachh
Bharat Mission. As a
part of this fortnightly
drive, various activi-
ties related to envi-
ronmental benefits
were carried within
the plant premises
and in the nearby vil-
lages. The Swachhta
Pakhwada aimed at

maintaining cleanli-
ness, tree plantation
and awareness on
importance of a clean
and green environ-

ment. In tandem with
the mission, NTPC
Darlipali conducted
sanitization drive for
nearby villages, sani-

tization and fogging
within plant premises.
In an effort to keep
the  env i ronmen t
green, tree planta-
tion drive was con-
ducted to mark the
impor t ance  o f  a
g reene r  env i ron -
ment. Addressing on
the importance of
clean environment,
Shri S K Satya, ED
(Darlipali) & RED
(ER - II) encouraged
employees to main-
tain & contribute in
keeping a clean en-
vironment and urged

to strongly adhere to
covid-19 behavior.
The fortnightly drive
also witnessed ban-
ner awareness re-
garding clean envi-
ronment, essay and
drawing competition
on  sub jec t  o f
"Swachhta" .  The
drive was carr ied
with a mission to
aware people about
the importance of hy-
gienic environment.
The cleanliness drive
was carried out with
adherence to covid-
19 protocols.

JSPL dedicates 270 Bedded COVID Care Centre at Angul
(A.O. Bureau)
Angul, Jun 1: Union Min-
ister of Petroleum and
Natural Gas & Steel Shri
Dharmendra Pradhan to-
day dedicated the COVID
Care Centre at Jindal Steel
& Power Ltd (JSPL) Plant
Angul, in presence of
Odisha Health & Family
Welfare Minister Shri
Naba Kisore Das and
JSPL’s Chairman Shri
Naveen Jindal. Sambalpur
MP Shri Nitesh Ganga
Deb, Chhendipada MLA
Shri Susanta Kumar
Behera, Angul Collector
Shri Sidhartha Shankar
Swain, Angul SP Shri
Jagmohan Meena, JSPL’s
Managing Director Shri
VR Sharma, JSPL’s Angul
Executive Director Shri
Hridayeshwar Jha and
other senior officials were

also present on the occa-
sion. The COVID Care
Centre is equipped with
270 oxygen supported
beds, which includes 10
Non-invasive ventilation
beds and five ICU beds
with ventilators. Inaugurat-
ing the COVID Care Cen-
tre Shri Pradhan appreci-
ated JSPL’s support to the
government in fighting the
COVID-19 Global Pan-

demic. He deeply appre-
ciated JSPL’s Chairman
Shri Naveen Jindal for his
leadership in supplying the
lifesaving liquid medical
oxygen to various hospitals
across the country. Minis-
ter Shri Pradhan mentioned
that JSPL’s vision to build
the largest Steel Plant of the
World of 25 MTPA at
Angul by 2030 will certainly
fructify the aspiration of the

local youths for sustainable
livelihood and improve the
Quality of Life of the
People in the Region. Min-
ister Pradhan highly appre-
ciated the facilities created
in the 270 bedded
COVID Care Centre by
JSPL for the people of
Angul. Odisha Health &
Family Welfare Minister
Shri Naba Kisore Das
also thanked JSPL for its

efforts to extend life sup-
port Oxygen, medical
treatment and livelihood
support for the local
community to fight the
global pandemic. JSPL is
the FIRST mega indus-
trial house in Odisha to
build a fully equipped fa-
cility at its own premises
for the treatment of
COVID-19 affected per-
sons. Speaking at the
opening of the COVID
Care Centre, JSPL’s
Chairman Shri Jindal said
that “JSPL has always
stood with people at the
time of need.  For JSPL
it is always Nation First.
As a responsible corpo-
rate citizen, we at JSPL
always respond to the
People’s need on time es-
pecially during the calami-
ties and Pandemics.

Jindal Stainless commits support to
families of employees lost to COVID-19

n Company announces salary support for four

years

n Extends financial assistance for education and

medical insurance for dependents

(A.O. Bureau)
New Delhi, Jun 01:
Aligned to its people-
first ethos, Jindal Stain-
less today announced a
policy to extend all-
round support to imme-
diate family members of
all its employees, includ-
ing those working in its
subsidiaries, who lost
their lives to the current
pandemic.  Announcing
this policy, Managing
Director, Jindal Stain-
less, Mr Abhyuday
Jindal said, "We've al-
ways known and be-
lieved that we are where
we are, because of our
people. To stand by
them in this hour of cri-
sis is not just for their
well-being and suste-

nance, but also a con-
stant reminder to the
entire Jindal Stainless
collective, that we are
one large family. We are
committed to our
people, who are the pil-
lars of our institutions."
As per the policy, the
families of the deceased
employees will be en-
titled to thelast drawn
basic salary for 4 years
from the date of
demiseor till notional re-
tirement, whichever is
earlier.The policy will
also extend existing

medical insurance to the
immediate family for
next 5 years. Education
for two children of the
deceased employee, up
to graduation level, will
be taken care of by the
Company. One-time re-
location expenses of the
dependents will also be
supported by the orga-
nization. The assistance
under this policy will be
over and above the
other prevalent social
security and welfare
benefits scheduled for
dependents.

Webinar on Cyber Security by IQAC, Central University of Odisha

his welcome address.
Prof. P.S. Avadhani de-
fined different types of
cyber threats like com-
puter viruses, hackers,
cyber fraud,
cybercriminals, viruses,
m a l a w a r e s ,
ransomwares and cyber
agents. He said, "now a
day's many people have
been victimized by
cybercrime and this
happens due to lack of
our digital knowledge
and ignorance on cyber
security. Protecting from

such threats creates
awareness amongst the
people on cyber secu-
rity from school to Uni-
versity level". He ad-
vised to keep RFID
ATMs in aluminum foil,
frequently change the
password, give long
password instead of
short, don't disclose
your password, don't
give ID numbers to any
unauthorized person,
use authorized antivirus
in computers/laptops,
protect the file and com-

puters by giving strong
security code, log out all
the application before
switching off the com-
puters, and not to use
cyber café in any finan-
cial transaction. Shri
Pandit Rajesh
Uttamrao, IPS ex-
plained how people are
victimized by cyber
frauds by giving live ex-
amples of cyber victims.
He said, "in many cases,
criminals are caught and
many cases criminals
escape.

(A.O. Bureau)
Koraput, Jun 1: A
webinar on Cyber Se-
curity was organized by
the Internal Quality As-
surance Cell (IQAC) of
the Central University of
Odisha through virtual
mode on 31.05.2021.
The aim of the seminar
was to create awareness
on varieties of cyber
crimes taking place and
in its place to various
cyber security features
that will keep us safe
from hackers,
cybercriminals, and
other agents of fraud in
the digital world. Prof.
P.S. Avadhani, Visiting
Professor, Dept. of
Computer Science,
CUO (Formerly Direc-
tor, IIIT, Agartala,
Tripura) and Shri Pandit

Rajesh Uttamrao, IPS,
D.I.G. Police, South-
Western Range,
Koraput, Odisha deliv-
ered lectures as the key
speakers on this occa-
sion. Professor I.
Ramabrahmam, Vice-
Chancellor of the Uni-
versity, inaugurated the
webinar and highlighted
some of the major
cyber threats we faced
in our daily lives. He
advised we should
aware and takes neces-
sary preventive mea-
sures against cyber at-
tacks. Prof. Sharat
Kumar Palita, Dean,
SBCNR & Director,
IQAC presided over the
program and briefed
about the importance of
cyber security in the
present digital world in

CBG plants and Retail Outlets dedicated to the nation
(A.O. Bureau)
New Delhi, Jun 1: Union Minister of
Petroleum and Natural Gas & Steel
Shri Dharmendra Pradhan today pre-
sided over a virtual ceremony in
which a number of initiatives were
launched to provide major fillip to the
SATAT initiative, and help India leap
ahead towards a greener tomorrow.
This included signing of a Coopera-
tion Agreement by Oil and Gas ma-
jors including IndianOil, HPCL,
BPCL, GAIL and IGL, for the pro-
motion and development of the
SATAT (Sustainable Alternative To-
wards Affordable Transportation)
scheme. The SATAT scheme aims to
set up Compressed Bio-Gas produc-
tion plants and make CBG available
in the market for use as a green
fuel.'SATAT', launched on 1.10.2018,
envisages to target production of 15
MMT of CBG from 5000 plants by
2023.Besides the potential to boost
availability of more affordable transport
fuels, better use of agricultural residue,

cattle dung and municipal solid waste,
the 5000 CBG plants will provide an
investment of 1.75 lakh crore, an addi-
tional revenue source to farmers, and
75,000 direct job opportunities and
lakhs of indirect jobs. The Cooperation
agreement provides for establishing a
strong network for marketing the entire
produced quantity of CBG Plants
through various channels. The agree-
ment also has provision for associate
implementers to join the SATAT move-
ment. As per the agreement, IndianOil
shall act as coordinator under the
SATAT scheme and liaison with the
Government and other agencies on be-
half of Industry members. GAIL shall
serve as the coordinator for the imple-
mentation of the CBG-CGD synchro-
nization scheme. During the event, the
Ministry of Petroleum & Natural Gas
also signed MoUs with Essar Capital
Limited, XEMX Projects, Knowledge
Integration Services, and Global Green
Growth Institute, Seoul to set up new
CBG Plants across the country.


